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3. 1921; 36 years
5. M
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g. Roman Cathol.c
» Roman Cstholic «=- Calvinist
9, Married

10, One, age: ¢

1i, Physieal education teacher

12, Production supervisor; sportsman

i o Father: tradesman, mother: peasant

15. First Lieulenant®

16. From about 1950, as sportsman

17. Yes

186, Yes _

19, Universily, Economiecs, FPhysical Education.

20, Vork and study in Budapest, residence in God

21, Work and study in Budapest, residence in God

22, MideNcirth

23. None

24, Novesber, 1956

25, Auvyeria, then New York

26, No

27. 70O .

28, 4o "

29, ==

31, "9". Some questions prduced emotional outbreaks against
the Jews, On thése occasions respondent asked me not to take
notes, so0 that not remerbering his exact words I have not
recorded scme of those. Respondent was upset to see that
Y was not an enthusiastic Jew-hater.

32, Maybe, to convince me about the Justificatlion of his Jew-
hatred, he told me stories of trials concerning Christian
blood in the Passover matzo, He also told me that almost all
Communist leaders being Jews, Beria was one, too., -~ His
importance and activities in God as a revolutionary commander

3 gi‘otl:‘he township might have been slightly exaggerated. :

32. A little. Only sometimes, when he was afraid to have said

mdgsirable things, he asked me to take them off the record.
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Section R "A% PRETTST AC Po 2
One has to learn that the purpose of the Soviet Union is to oppress
the small nations and achieve world hegemony #=m this way: The ones
who do not live in the Soviet satellites have difficulties in under-
btaading what happened thers. The happepingsin Mugary awaicened the
»eople to the R volution. The French peonle changed their attitude
tevard Soviet Rissia alrealy in 1954 put much more efter the Humgaian
Egnlntion., Again France and Hungary came together against terror,as
ther did already in 1848. In Hungery even the ones who trusted the
regime in the beginning and who believed in the Communist idea,together

carreseristic

with those-who were jus! opportunistic andXIHESSSESESESc and as such
Jo.ned the Perty, saw that going with the regime was not worth while.
Tro Hungariar nation wanted to frese himself and felt its power to do sol
‘here was no orgenizetiom in the R:‘volution. The went of freedom was
enough to ginem:v and heroizm to the people. Even the peasants¥
though they took tha smallest part in the R:vnlt at least sympathized
with the Rgvolt.rw and helped them with food supvlies.
The whole thing sb:.‘arted on themas:rd of November at ‘;&Pw in the evening.
The first opinioa would be that /Imre Nagy government wexwam Rikoei's
downfall was tle first important step. It should be noted however that
giving out tride permission, allowing for some privete capital, and for
some private projects was not Nagy's idea; it came from Moscow. The
rebaxation of the strong regime started in Moscow after criticism was
allowed afier the death of s:_fal:ln. Of course only building criticism

wvas alleved. At that time there was a joke going aroumd in Hungary

"Who is reactionary? The one who reads the Mof the past year. "
This relaxation of the stronémnd. of the regime started a movement within
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in Aungary which was not easy to stop. &8% Even the coming back of
B*;ni. did not stop this movement. The writérs and artéste took part

in this spirltuf.,'l. lg'.unnf ﬁ'u disenlionl and criticism of thomrozhl
wa8 heard in the Bsewiks in tlwmclub. In these clubs we mumb
with Western culture. Students ambng which Tibor D:ri vas outstanding

as a writer, then cmilﬁ but not Soviet lover professors gamve free
lectures and. discuseed the thoughts of the regime. In thou clu'bl
students voiced their wished to get in touch with th:&. to establish
tultugal relations with the Wist. They wanted to send some of our young
plysfciane and enginsers to lcok around im the Wst and in turn to invite
from abroads from the West, young professionals to our aountry.l Thie ia a
very big shenge in comparison to the older times, vhen to speak about such
things was not even thovght about. As time went§ on fewerf# and fewer people
wers opposing this mentioned group. It is very important to know that
theve young criticizirg people jin these clubs, were 2ll educated during
thi: system and by this system of the Communist regime in Hungary. It
w-5 obvious howeder £hat their experiences did not coincige with their
stules. After the Stalin worship the strong criticism of S,alin shook
tha faes*sf ¢l faith of these young »eople in the regime. Vorkers and
peszants too mot and discussed their 2PRSffie grievances vhich were that
thiy didn’t hive enough food or clothing. The veasants had to hand in

to the government too much of their products and many time they Jjust
é/dn't hare as much egricultural products as they were supvosed to hand
i1 and wsre compelled to buy the products on the market and hand them

‘n to ‘he government. Vhile evaluating tho r.lold of acertain farm

derstion
she g vernment evalusted the land withoutm of theland!®
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qygsl ity only to its quantify. And since the government dintri.'bufid.

the lowsst quality land to the peasants fRan it retained to itsels

the pvasants had rezl trouble to producell as much as they were

suppose’. to. This way they were compelled %o enter the collective

farme rince they coubd not all the time buy products on the market

in orcer %o hand them in to the government. In making the plan for

a certain peasant the planner did mot teke into consideration the
porgit’ e hazards in the weather. I knmow quite well how those things

wers with the peasants since for a while I worked as the buyer of the

factory

Coneorveof Dunakeszi. If a peasant made a contract with the Conserve

fectory he did,'t have to hand in his products to the government sincé

the “sctory itself was government owned. Since the peasants knew that

we, “hé buyers of the factory, were liberal they preferred %o make the

coniract dthﬁ%an to hamd in the products to the governmeat. If a

peasant made a contract with us we, the buyers, had to go down to the

fields and evaluate the possible $88B yield of the fields. We kmew

that the p»asants were pressed by the government enyhow and therefore

we ware very liberal in our evaluation. Ve took in account much less

prodacts, vegatables then we lnow the peasants would grow. In this

way the peasant could sell more on the free market or keep for himself

from bargain.

and e had Mour part tooion this SEUEEDES The peasants were very badly

off. The best they had was two sets of clothing, one set for work and

one for the church. But the ones who entered the eolloctiwqroally had

nothing. They juwt worked as asgricultural workers. Most of the psasants-

who entered the collectives were actually omly farmhands. ‘hey entered

collectives because they didn't have anythifg to lose anyhow. They were

farmhards only cither,becruse they were no good for anwthin?;alnsll

because they were too lazy to work so much that they should be able to

buy a farm. It can be imagined how those people worked in the o llective
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ferms. Only the ones who enterei the collective later were peasants

vho really tried hard. They juit couldn’t cope with the immense demands

of the government. Natumally she latter peasants who entered the collect-

ives had no initiative and dii not feel like working in the eollectives

either. I knar sbout an exco.lent grape growing field near f‘g. and since

it waspot cultiwated proper.y by the collective form workers iy was

ruined snd was-good later snly for pastures. The poa.santnﬁura thc
pau::: oproeition to tho regime. ZThey also prepared for the B;.owlggﬂ od

F&¥thficonsciously., Frce among the workers only the Stachanovitesdibizsg

mors pey than they did before; the others were badly raid. These wwrkers,

Stachanovites

the y tr'ed to work more than they were supposed to after

fulfillirg the norm In that case they received more money. If some-

body was succesziw] in ovnrrulfi].lﬁg the norm he had to teach others

how to do «¢; this was called exchhnge of experiences, and handing over

wor~ action. If almost everybody with hard work could reach this higher

S:achanovite

40rm vhich the worker reached then the standard was raised,
and Stachanovite

Xyker the norm was higher, The regime used the workers to \
work required from the workers. '

Talse the rats of W They used these workers in such a
vay$Ba¥k for example/they chécked the time in which one of these workers *
completed one nroduct of what he was doing and according to his achievement
on this one product the other workers in the other factories had to try %o
achieve his ppeed. This was very mﬁuat because it certainly was much
easisr for o Stachanovite uorhr to do one product ®ery speedily tham

-for the other m. to do %mum as speedily as he did for
all day long SEEPEIE manyXPTSEGSSES after the other at the sem @ speed.
The Stachanovite himself couldn't have done more thanf several at this
unugsual speed because he would have besn tired but this was not taken

into consideration. To arrive at a competing spirit between workers and

to incresse the speed of production this way thegye were competitions
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Stachanovite .

between different/ workers in speed of production. Stachanovite workers
also did such "offerings" that they offeredto complete so and so mush
work until a3 certain holiday. This effering was a much greater amount

of work shaa this worker aceording to the norm was supposed to do until that
time. For overtime one didmn't get paid until about '48. Nevertheless
people hal 50 do this overtime work8, The party trustees, and trade union
trustees who wvorked among the workers saw to thatthat people should work
a lot aud overtime too. It has to be mentioned at this PBI2AYENTS point

{bigottmanyitagok)

that not 4l the trade union trustees/were communists. Later when there
was extra pay for overtime or extra work above the norm the workers tried
to cheat a& much as they could:hecause they couldn't live om their usual
salaries. Jetually everybody was cheating. The heads of the planning
Cepartments,

ZXATs were cheating to show that there wa 8 overproduction intheir groups.
So did the wvorkers to get extra pay. The plans were fulfilled only on
paper but not in reality. The economic gitvation of Hungary naturally
became cata:twpphic. People did not work conscientiously and only wanted
bo show quantity. Th'sway it happened that when & new oil well was found

the government

and they o tarted to ppoduce oil #H# vant to produce as much oil as possible
was &8s

and W% not careful with the well. This way the /_:x'essu.re, which helped
under the 82F sarth® the oil toc:; up, escaped and in the hong run they
go% much less oil from the well then they would have would they HEVPEIES
have escape cavsed
IBBFxnotf 1ot the gasses/ which CEEESEXthe pressuree eBEEPE. Because the
ebove mentioned causes the workers were motivated against the Party. There
was an educationsl pressure $00. Ther- were compulsory seminars. People
had to study from brochures. At the beginning it was quite all right but
efter the death of Stalin and his criticism peopel could not believe any

pore in the dicscussed thingsand the seriousness of these meetings was broken .
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This too helped the workers to prepare Tfor the Revolution at least in
their choughts.
(2v) Stalin meant stronghand politice. As soon as Sgalin was so strongly
 criticized and it vas seen that Melenkov was mot so lacking the power
é0 compromise and that Russian poltics to-ard the Wost changed, the
Hungarians ntarted: to feel more free to criticize.
(2¢) Tes, it too as I mentioned before played an importeat part in it.
(2a) This showed that Moseow changed ite mind, that Moscow politics was
fluctuating. It showed that the stability of the Party too, was
fluctuating. All of asud'don Tito was on the horse though previously
he was ousted from m:’rlendship. This seemed to be a suggestion
to Hungary. The Hungarians sympathized ®r%8% with Tito, emveciallpn
because Tito dared to oppose the "Rus-ian Bear®. On the ome hand
the Hungarianes sympathized with him, on the other they were also

nagsacre

afraid of hisrevenges because of the HEEES
ty the Hungarians
/ 1n 1838 when sart of the Southern part of Hungary returmed. Hungariens

g of the Serbds

vere impressed with Tito alsoybecause Tito had a Western anpearance and
they hooved that eventually he might bs the liberator of the Russian
occupied countries. The Hungariams thought that Tito was the most
intelligent politiclan of middle Europe. If there would be & Dangbian
Tgderation then certainly Tito would be its leaders:
Yugoslavia
Vhen Fulganin and Hruschev visited Ra®8%a and asked for Tito's forgiveness
then in his conditionssTito had certain demands EXES concerni o
) s nf Hungary
These demands were’to dispose of the Staliniets therel! The Russians
mwomieed to fulfill his demands. The Hungarimas were encouraged by that:
(2e) At the 20.h Party Gomoss Kruschev announced the degrading of _siall.n.
of regi +

gave permission me, :
and 8leriticiens! The Ruselen lecders chamged the direction of thel®
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in

/ ever since the reign of Hungary®s first King.
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policiea‘.éﬁ degree turn. In Hungary this was manifested in greater
frgsdon to the Heacantes and more contact with Westernm arts.

7e Russian behaviour in Poznan was outragejus and crusl. W, were glad
that the Gnrmana dared to oppose the Russinins. (/e hoped that U;stm
Germany and the Atlantic Alliance would come to the help of the Posnanians,
The Communist papers tried to aptiad the aews that the whole Posnan uprising
was done by imperialist agents, nobody believed thisshowever.

The position of ng:oai was also an even | connected vith the 20th Congress.
since R/kosi wee o Stalinist, & new men had to take his role. Actuslly not
much chhnged since RZ:Osi remained Party secretary while Imre Nagy took
over the premisrship. Nagy was much more po-ular tham his redecessor and
yet he was supportéd by Moscow too. Following his liberal polfcies con~

cerning the peasants and the tradesmen there was an econonic prosnerity in

Hungary. People really bsgan to hope. Imre Nagy was deposed as soon as
Malenkov loet power and Holotov and Voroschilov returned. Imre Nagy,
hovever, remained popular even after he was deposed of the premiership and

there vere demonstrations in his favor. He symbolized the regime’s first

step toward the Hﬁst, and good relations with Vgstern Europe was a tradition
Such a moment came about two weeks before the Rivolution broke out. ‘he
process statted after Sialin's denth. There wae a fight for leddership in

the U.S.S.R. and this was an 'oxoallont chance for the West to interferas.

We wers very much disillusioned to see that the West didn't take this chancs. f
0f course if the West would nave interfered a serious clash betwesn the West
and the Soviet Union would have been inevitable. But I wonderswasn't the
There has to be
West rcady for a clash? #HSEEEG 6F forceful clash or what the VW st is
after the .
preaching does not mean a thing. Even IEES execution of Beria and the

leadershi . of the GPU, the Soviet did not change its p'licy. Its really
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a zity that the W st did not take the chance to interfere in the Soviet
domination c¢f Eastern Europmmxafter Stalin's doathdﬁhc dicrorder that
followed it. The West would not have needed much power eithem since the
Soviet Union was something artificially put together without soul. In
1949 I met Soviet sportsmen who told me how people lived in the Sowist
Union. He seid that it wouldm't have been bad to live there if one had
an American uvncle., Soviet disunity can be shown by the Geswglan events.
In my opinion ons army would have been emough to break the Russians after
Sfa'l. in%s death. I am sure that we don't kno?% many of the uprisings
that heppenec. efter Stalin's death in the Soviet Union. I know this frou
the Don district that it was not an umusual thina;.::‘l something that
occurred every day that trains exploded.

(23) The Ugreans heted the Soviets. Many Wistern statesmen and politiclans
seemed very stupid to us. Dulles'! speech after the Eorean War promised
halp to the oppressed by the Soviet Union. This gave force and hope to |

HEngar,y.

(21) Yes, I had this feeling. One could see that a ﬁfnat change was taking

place from the new voices of the inteligentsia. m Doi'i for example
and other writers discussed the regime. One newspaper was in discussion
with other newspapers. Literary newspapers discuseed the situation. *he
university students starte d to ask all sorts of demands from the government.
Uhdn (‘ru':; andw were visiting Tito some hoes arose. 'he university
students asked to change their curriculum. <hey wanted o study less ideology

of Marx and Lenir and more about their major subjects. I ll!!‘sorvsd at the
police from €0 hours of stQdies; we studied 12 hours holitics. I'h. university

gtudents demsznded less Russian classes and better cultural relations with
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the W st. They demended that economic contracts with the Soviet Union

P, contracts
should be publicized. Between othars that the uranium/should be publicized.

They threatened to demonstrate if theyz nofi going to receive® an answer
for their demsnds. 7his happened about & week before the oui‘brenk of the
Revolutio:. It was very gr8atifying to see that tis youth which was
educated unéereand by the Soviet regime,demanied those things. I(he
above merticned demends apneared in the anspapor as well
as in thy Ixodalom, I couldn't read this latter since I wem't in Budapest.
I workel at that tiﬁo as a buyer for acom!urw Fectory. The university
studen’s from Budapest started to demonstrate and students fwom all the
denonstrations.
universities of the country joined them in dumnsbresbizng. Betuoen others
the university students asked for more self-government. They wanved to
have the right of being allowed to talk in the University about anything
without beirg punished for it. Thoy snnounced that they are going for a
great demonstration omn the 23rd. I.a.’ulo Piros, major in the AVH, did not
permit the demomstration cleared. Vhy he finally later permitted it is
not known but I think he asked Moscow about it and he got order %o vermit the
demonstration. *he students récruited the demonstraters by sgming "If you
. are a Hungarisn you are at the Kossuth Sguare." The whole town was decorated
by flags.
The most impoztant to lead to the R:volution weres the economic exploitation
of Hungary which can be shown that for example in EAstern Germany the
Hungarian butter was less expensive tham it was in Hungary. The Hungarian
products were given to other satellite countries. Another example Ioulgl
be that Soviet iron ore was produced in Hungory for pennies and returned
to the Soviet Union. Another important factor to bring sbout the R voludton
were the cultural conditions of Hungary. The Fungariams liked Wystern
films. For example, FRench films were visited so much that po:sle stood

in line to receive tickets while Soviet propaganda filmes ran 8 empty
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movie houses. Some old Rusdan pictures were very good like Romeo and
Jaliet and The Brave : which was about Texas, The Hungarians did not
believe in propaganda pictures any more. Enother important factor was
the way jJustice was done in Hungary. The regime never blamed the system
for economic £ lure or deficit in production but elvays found some iadivi-
dual to blams. The pamsants had nﬁn frm grievance: of their own. The
romsant who had more than 15 hold of IR coould aot send his son to regular
military sraining, but when hie son’s time for milivary ssrvice came the
boy was recruited for working sﬁfma.‘t As far as jols were concerned,
people recéived according to the kader"japers which usuzlly wasbased on
their origin and not according to the kmowledge or training. No religionm
vas taught ia the schools. Children learred entirely different things
than the parents believed in. Peoole becane bitter because of the above
causes and coriain opposition mmoz:};:tartad vhich were calloc:. "York
Slowly Movemen:" and “Nem" Move ent (K&EXstood for Nenzeti Ellenallas
Mozgalom which meant National R.slstante Movenent.) This was not a movement
vhich was organized and had a working plan. Tile slogan went from mouth
to mouth and everybody knew about them.
The Hungarian leaders were at this time in Belgreie visiting Tito. Tito
hated the Stal.inista people and probably preached a lesson to the Hungarian

leaders. Tifio was for the abolition of Stalinism in Hungary and this was
very encouraging to the Hungarians. ]_
n;body really started the R‘“'mlution. It started in a1 absolutely unorganized |
f;dzion. The leaders of the students who demonstrated o\d not th:l.nl:lof

Revolution and their demands were not identical with the (emands of the

Revolutionries. The Revolutionaries started to get organizod mo earlier !
than about the 2Bth or 26th of October and organized much better from the ‘
28th to the {0th., Nobody from among the demonstrators imaginmel an srmed l
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upriain% Why should it have been an armed uprising with the Home Secretcry
agreeing WFIK the demonstr: tion?

Do not apply.

The Revoluticneries had one main purpose and this was to make Hungary
independent politically, ecomomically, and cultural}y from the Russiams
end to throw the Ruscians out of Hungary. Inthe details of the purposes
of the Revolutionaries there were differences; this was seen after the
&0th.

They had the seme purpose.

The people rebelled against the Corm:nist system, against Soviet domination
egainst economic exploitation, against the low standard of living, the

animal fate——in one word, against Communist digctatorship.

They longed for freedom, for human right, free speech, free press, fres
religious practices, political, economical, and cultural independence.
These were the most important purposes of the Revolution. Within those
there were individual purposes of individual grouns. For examples the

peasants wantied to have their fields back and wgnted to sell their

products freely. The workers wanted to have pay equals to their amount of

work. “hey also wanted to have the freedom to choose their jobs: The

latter was impossible under the regime. There was a working power

office which made the placement of the workers. If somebody left onefls
Job by oma’s own will this person was not sllowed to be employed only
through the nentioned of fice. In order to have free work the government
made use of prisoners. Not only those prisone worked who were condemned

to forced labor bub other prisoners too.‘ People wented free trade unions,
free from tho government, the party, freedom fev organization, in generzl.
Intollgc&tg#; vanted to have the freedom to choose their profession. Peonle
vhose E3déX wes not appropriate could not go to the university. During

Nagy's
Imre FEE5* promiership the above mertioned grievances wer: less severe.
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People wanted the freedom of thought.

I'roqdom. fraternity, equality.

They meant an independent assembly, elections, and en independent government.
At the beginning the R:wlution was not anti-communistl Communigte too
werticipated vho were anti-Russians or anti=Stalinists. Anyhow, the
Rﬁvolution wa3 not directed against commu nists who wera communists from
conviction. Farty members too participated in the R volu‘ion. The majority
of the revolutionsries fought slso against 2238%3 the Commnisk. The
Hungarizns sav that Commumism cannot be good since the regine of Bela Kun
wes not sulted for the Hungarian point of view either.

Those Communists who fought with the R volutionaries fought 2ga'nst this
form of Commuanist govermment which was in the Soviet Union and iwposed

on Hungary. Such people were very few howerver,

If the Soviet troops would not have interfured then Hungary would \99e¢
hsve 'becom:ﬂanaan. full of milk and honey. The neassnts promised

that within two years they would restore Hungerian agriculture to the

state 1t was in 1938, They promised this without having the advantage of
agricultural machines. In order to give thom agriculiurzl nachines all

the machine factories would have changed to produce agricultural machincs,
this would hawe taken too much time and the peasants promired that with
hard work, without machines they would do thie in order to xvstore the
country. The wokkers t00 were willing and realy to give as muxh work

to the restoration of the country's economy aspossible. They all sald

that they are ready to work hard and live under difficult coﬁdﬂ.tima ir

they are vorkipg for their own country. I am suretthat the West wcild

have helped ve with machines. They could have done it much more eat ly

than the Soviet does it because the Wgst is more advanced than the

Soviet Union.

satisfied. deportaticie
Fo. I would not have beer The bloodshed and the
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were too much to give for so little improvement as the Polish achieved.
Poland is not independent.
Nobody had private interests befors the 20th of October. Apter the 30th of
O,tober certain position hunting started. An opnositiont developed detween
Biz.a. Kiraly and Maleter. ltirﬁ’ly represented the SM® .14 Hungariem government
wiile Maleter was much more Leftist, but not a Communist.

defense defense
Tes, I rarticipated in the ZWWSIR betwsen VAc and Budapest, in the ESSUR
of GUE (84,
The 23rd of October I wasin a village between ¢ and Bﬁdapost. wvheres I
wes suprosed %o buy up the products of the docal peasants for the Conmerve
Factory. The chief of the post office at this place was a good friemd of
mine anéd he told me that on this day all of a sudden there was no telephone
service. His last ordnra'l:::: to remove from all the walls of the post
office 211 the Communist emblems. We couldn't get hold of any other radio
than Budapest radio. We heard Gorg giving his speech through th:h. radio; he
vas impertinent and insulting toward the Hungarians. He gavel spark to the
R volution. W" wanted very much to listem at that time to the Pree Eurove
broadcast, but we couldn't get the broadcast until the 24th of Sotober. Then
we heard through Free Erope that the B volution broke out. We also heard
that all the blue uniformed police joined the Revolution. At the next: day
w; went with ny colleague to the ne rby collective farm to discuss business
and the Commurist leader of the farm was tcrriﬁed)bocann he thought we
were revolutionaries from Budapezt. I saw meny yong people going to Budapest
on the highway, I wanted to go hom to my family who lived in ega to seehow
thinge ware, tut I eould no go? until the 28th. Final¥y we saw that this
was a real R.volntion and we just didn't care any more about the Conaserve
Pictory. We sterted to go home on our motorcycle. In another village we
saw a Huagarien tank put out of order. They sald that the driver of the
tank was from the same villags and he didn't want that the temk should be

used against the Revolutionaries, therefore, he put it out of order and
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left it. I arrived in ng on the 27th of Ocfober. We saw 2 great number
of people standing on the highway waiting to hear about happlihim. Ve
hesrd camm firing in Budapest. Other veterans and myself hél’ a meeting
and declred that a new town council had to be chosen. We cailo‘d a meebing
of the jnhabitants of the town (this was a village in Amrimﬁ:mopﬂ),
but the Communists took hold of the situation and assembled ¥ESER nanes
for muminees to the council. The people almost votéd on the made 11.‘5
bocavge nobody darsd to speak up.ﬁ?ii somebody shouted that the people them=

sg.ves wanted t o make up thg 1liszt and not vote on a ready-made list. Fimally

g voting commiitee was selected. TRUZY*FY This freely chosen voting committee

1tarved to
[1ssenbled a new list of nominees,and while they were in the meeting the

tesembled peonle outside the council hall, celsbrated the frul oloqtiona. .Ihe
asy 1list was accepted vith enthusiasm. The list was he-ded by the.local
prish priest who was a famous truth teller. We didn't do anything to the
cémnist Party Secretary of Go'i'l since he was an idealist~Communist, s good
mal. I became the Commandant of the defense organized under marshall law.
I vas chosen to this position because I used to be an army officer and an
officer in the police. liy ﬁrst;.,;'o'a wvas to disecipline ths artm mﬁ
peojle who came from Budapcat)"m $lought they could do mything!beoam
they hed erms. I crgankzed thedefence of the village against the Russians.
All ‘he veterans julned the defense i'orcess There was military discipline.
/e dldn't keep any list of the memberu of the dsfense forces. Every
distiict commandznt memorized the names and addresses of the members of
hie ¢>mmand and [ memorized 41l the names and addresses of the district
commaidants. I orgenized their duties. W, stopped all the goods and foods
that psssed through our highway and the town comitt:;. dceided vhat should
be dsne with them. In the mesntime we heari that 658 AVH was ¥83¢*defeated

and the punishnent of the AVH was done not :182rly as cleanly as it should




No. 1.36 "AU PRETEST SECTION R AO po 16
havs been done. I never let my neovnle kill prisone®s. We tried to

disturd the transportation of oil on the highway which came from Vgc to the
anti-Rgvolutionary forces.
By the 30th of October we were told th-t the Russiazs were leaving the
country and that we should not attack the Russian tats which came from
Jludaposs but let them leave the country in peace. Ve wuld not beliewe
this however, because we saw that the tanks were armed :zud that the machine
(RASWe guns were directed tow'rd the villages. If their itention wasto
leave & the country they did not have to be ready for attact. Even though
ve knew now that they did not want to lenve Hungary we could i17¢ attack

the Hussian $anks beczuse our forces were little ’::2 we would have en\angered

the security of the willage. & the 30th of Ogtoler we

were in no real d=nger since the Rewolution seemed to get hfld of the power.
We didm't have to guard our village day and night with ready-aimed mn. 28

.8 the commander of the village I had to be sware of vhat was happening in

the village esvecially what counter-revolutionory attion or nlot can

ésvelope. My mer and I watched carefully every suspicious 2§ sign. If &

e :.rarge car stooped beft’:.:.;eq ‘3 r]i:n'ao some peonlie entered and after a wile returned
21d drove away we made SHGEEFISE about the strange viecit and as tactflly as
pousible searched the house. We were waiting for hel: fiom the West. e were
djsillusioned end actually shcgk:d by Eisenhower's speech o non-intervertion.
A’ter that we could hope only &= the help of the UnTited Nations. If just

‘he English and the French would not have started the fight in Scvez the
lussians would nct have interfered or gt least would have dolgod w'th their
interference. The English and the Fremch created a precedent ¥ interfering
with foreign nstions and if they were allowed to do so vhy could the Rus-jans
not have been allowed to do so? If England and France would have wait 4 Jusy
as long as the Yest could have recofnized Imre Nagy, the ngnlutiontoﬁld

kave achieved more! Once Bela Kira’:l: was brought to Budapest the R"volution won
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The Russian ambassader told the government that Russia will order home the
Sovie’ troops from Hung-ry. The Revolutionary bodjes started to organize.
From about the 30th of October until the 4th of November there was a walting
caunged  minor
prriod. T e Russiang only cei®wd disturbances. After the 4th of N vember
“he Russians started t 0 use larger automatic weapons too. On the 39th of
Jetober we found.:mi-aircraﬁ unite between Dunskeszi and Bod. This unit
was commanded by a Huago#ian officer whom we mcceeded in pursuading to join the
Revolution. Through him we received sefveral canons. We kept one of them
and distrituted the others in the surrounding ¥l llages. We could uwse this
canon AZABLA* against smaelé’::.itl on the road. Once the young poo;_:h from
my village put a Ruselan 3035Wer out of order betwesn Gdd and Dunakessi.
The Russians thought that &%¢X the people from Dunakeszi did it and they
surrounded Dunalkeszi by Ruldx.:anks. We were about to go and try to
help the people of Dunakeszi Wit in the meantime the Rusaiani were 28808
ordered to Budap2s’ and lft the place.

(6Db) I did so0 because I am a Christian and I am a Hungarian and therefore I
have in me the rasspect for humanity, freedom, eand my country. A% home I
received an anti-communist education. I signed up with the army during
the war in 1940 with special permisei on )bocsnu I was too young. To be a
soldier then meant to fight against Communism. I was a member of the
Ssent Istveh Club in Budapest which was anti-Commumist Club., I wanted to
become a scldier alao)'becanu I was anti-Communist. Later as 2 sportsman
I was sent abroad and I saw the difference between the living standard in
the Western countries, and in our couniry.

postmanter of

(6e) I received the first news about the Revolution from the
in which

-the W 1lage/I was working aﬁ:d. a buyer for the Conserve Factory.
Once I heard that the Revolutionaries &% arms in Budapest I wanted to have
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arms %00, We got hold of arms when young Rgvolutionaries from Budaess
came $0 our villege and also we took some from militery camps from fI’qut.
We received sxcellent information through the radio. through the Bree Burope
broadcasts and Voice of Amg-:::. Ye couldn't telieve the Hungariam broadeasts
any more exusph for the Rakosi broadeasting station. Not everyb- iy had a
radlo in Gof.bui we had a loudspeaker and those mwntioned stations vere always
connBeted vith the loudspeaker. Because of those valumble information received
through the mentioned radio breadeasts it wvas possib.s to arganize the Revolution,
Ve are very much indebted to Radio Free Earope. Only here I heard bad things
about the Radio Free Europe. I heard between other tlhings that meny Jews were
in this organization. I didn's know this in Hungary. I only knew that they
gave very valuable orders for us to pursus. They even tcld us how to handle
the Miwl.utiomioa..
I didn't hope for any decomations for taking part in the Rev(lution. My main
motives were hatred, anger, and longing for freedom. Ve couldn't think much;
we didn't have the time. I only hoped and wished thsat it was going to be
bettar. This was the main purpose of everybody.
I dién't even think kbout thas.
I was a natiohal gusrd commendant in G‘c{ld. My unit had to tike care of the
security and protection of the village against the Russians and later agz=inst
the revenge of the AVH. I had to prevent peoples trials and private reveng.a,
Bgsides I was responsible for disturbing and occasionally attacking smaller
BMA%°8¢ Soviet uniis pasding on o:r‘road.
I sav and took part in an attack of Russian unit between Ysé and MaFiaudver.

+he Hungarians of whom I was the cemnonder were civilians and the Russians
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were soldiers. “he Hungarians were sbout 14 to 15 and had 10 machine
guns and 5 small machine gun®s and sltogether 72 bullets. The Russians
came in two armosed cars and had 2 tankers with them. ‘here were abous
15 of them and all hed a maghine gun (esmall machine guns¥ geppisstoly).
“hey were all young soldiers. We started to disburb them as they passed
the road. *hey jumped out from the car and dispersed to take up fighting
positions. Ve were divided into twvo groups. Only 7 people attacked and
fought with the Russians. The 2nd part vere hiding in a barn. Aslong as
the Russians gaw that we were less than they were they seemed to be wvery
brave. Ve could hold them very well even though we were 7, but I was
afreid that more Russian troops might pess through the road and join the
fighting unit. I wanted to finish them ¢ff fast and therefore I ordered
the 8 people in the barn to join us. ~he Russiams still did not realized
that we were not more than their number and got scared, jumped into their
cars and drove away. I knew beforehand that they wers mot too brave; thatfsg
why I dared to attack them with a small force. The Germens were much
braver.

(7v) No, I did not see such things.

(7¢) No, I did not see it, but I almost did. Some young people in my village
were told of an 4V0 person and wanfed to kill him, but I succeeded in
preventing them. This was already afger the B.:volution was victorieus. I
know that there vere some cases wheh such thing*mppom in Budapest, ut
in general I don't think that ever there was such a clean Revolution.

(74) What I just sald before.

(8) I was the commandant of 2 nat!onal guad unit which belonged to the natiomal
commitee in Vac.

(8b) I wae clibsen to be the commendant by vote. After that I cslled upon the
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other nilitary veberans.as well as the young armed people who came from
Budzpestote join. Every group organized 98 accowding to the district they
belongédd to in the village, cliose their own commanding officer, I had Saresr
couriers who $ook my orders %o the different commanding officers by scooters
I ovganized the different dvties to guard the village. “‘hey wers full-time
an{ part-time guards. “here was a group of people roaﬁy'all the time in the
fire department atation; Weo kept here the most serious armaments we had.

‘II somebody wanted to join he just came into my office. Everybody knew in
the village that I vwas ;he commander and that we were orgenized. Once

somecne wanted to join I sent him to the district commander wvho 4a turn gave

him his duties. We had quite a large territory to gusrd.even though the population
8 was not much. G0d ured to be a resort place. Altogether I had in my umit abous

Bd or 90 pecple. “om of our young people went to help a village on the other
sBde of the :Danu'bc My boys and the villagers succeeded in the fight emd I
heard that they had nany Russian prisoners. Once they heard that mtl;: cause of
the Revolution wac lost many &8 escaped to Austria together with ¥WS Russian
prisoners. As far ¢s the food supply was concerned we had it organiszed vwery
well. Yith ths he.p of the trucks taken away from the AVH in Budapest and

distributed to vi?llages too we brought erough food to all the population.

Railread officials lulped us too. We were very proud of our well-organized and

very clean Rgvolu’iion and we hopsd that the West would be impressed and would
esnd help to us.

T. #se 32 youig piople who went to help the neighboring village escaped to
Austria. “}e otners were om strike. “he strike was general except for the
workers whul: worl:ed inmpplying food. Yhey threatened to s topPsl working if
other people siarted to work. Ve continued our fight with the striks. As

long as the woirkore or employees bdelonged t0 the national guard they received
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National Guard.
their full salaries from the HECIUEEITHEEE /e walted for help from the
West and since it didn’t come the workers slowdkr h ad to return to their jobs.
“he explosives whish we had left we threw into the lake so the Russians
couldn't get at thum.
National Guard
(8e) We had 54 guns which came pafhly from the JEREERAVEFEEER from UJpest, and
artly as spoile taken in 7!{0. ‘hen we had 12 sul-machine guns, 3 machine
guns (golyoszori) and 1 machine canon. We also had some explosive material.
(8f) ‘here was one ¢ mmander, two guard commanders, (ofpsiancsnok), 5 district
commander officsre, 30 people in active duty and 50 peiple who weré part-
time on guar? duty and changed shifts. w!t’-‘d!l'lﬁ“ 1 had no trouble at
all with th: vePteran soldiers but it #8888 was a bit ard to discipline
the young people.
the
(8g) I wad cromander. Before my teking command I worked as & buyer for the
Conserce Factory. I am an intellectual; I did not beloug 10 any M, as
a F7ugato i,
28 rporteman I enjoyed many privileges. I was EFGEaE 5% that 1s someone
wko came home from We:tern Europe being a prisoner tlere. I was first in
Taglish and then in Ffrench prisons during the war. . became a Prisomer
ifter I was woudded. I only returmed home im 19456. I was unempliyved for
quite a time becauss the new regims didn't want to empliy peopole who cans
from the West avd did not go through the Communist education done in the
first years of ‘he regime and in Ruesia to the war prinoners there. In
1940 I became an active soldier (at that time I was nc3 recruited yet and
! -
Hungary was 1>t in the war yet). In '43 I was a lieutnant (szasadperanesnok).
I had a foot soldier fraining. From 1940 to 1945, March 2lst, I was in American
prisons. I cameM® home from France in 1946. I was unemployed for quite a
wvhile when flnally I received a job. Once I became a first clasgsportsman

I had specizl advantages. I was chosen to the command during the Revolutionm




(8h)

(81)

(8J)
(8k)

(8m)

No. 136 A" PRETEST c SECTION R A0 p. 22

by my 7ellow vedémen comradSs.

“he “ast people for leadership during the R volution were people who mu'.:
vrberans, hated the Communists, and were sobar.

@ received orders from Vas every day. If there was somything which we conld
ot receive orders for then discussed the matter with the district cemmsnders
and if there was no time for diseussion then every Gommandes* Lxd to m
for himself. AS a matter of fact, even if we did receive orders from “., we
had to translate those orders $o our local conditions. A good examp.s showing
98 how much we hed to rely on our own Judgment could be that while our oidaprs
were o let the tanks from Budapest leave in peace because the Russians were

wvent
about to lsave the country, we saw that they actually/tn Y‘iln only to take

wvnat T Board FROR Fée BFSFe ol what 1ond2RA%0rdR 2088 KR Wvers, etc.
Our neighbors, from neighboring villages and townships, came over lmtinu
to geu*ss God. then I could talk on the telephone from the post office with
some of our neighbors and the cars which brought the food supplies brought
also the news., It is interesting to note how we got gars. The Russians
sent & traneport of cars to Poland. The transport was nto.ppod in Ujpest, the
wvorkers (melosok) of Ujpost took the cars and dittrt}g‘:zd throughout the
neighbtoring villages. With the help of those cars the ﬁ"-é(‘%a‘. ’upply to the
villages and townships was organized and worked very well. I had a courier
on scooter snd he carried my orderst to the district commanders. This was so
wzlé]&gﬁanizod that I received recognition for it from the commander of the
EFEF. Ve let the population know the important news through a loudspeaker.
For example, this way we told them to go into the houges, to stop distriduting

food because the Russisns are coming, Otherwise the Voice of Amrica and the

Free Furope stations were always onm the loudspeaker. We exchanged news also

through our iuarda gince our guardl and the guards of the neighboring villages
met at their fduty.
Immediate plans and decision only within the group.
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West Point
A8u)x The Korvinkoz (this is the FEUTXLIIAI of Hungary) was most respected
and the universif’ studente were greatly respected for their brave behavior.
No. They wercmot. ‘heye#i®s weme perhaps smaller limited quarrels, but very
seldom. Everything that was good for the people was to be accepted, IEZ and
everybody d7d only what was good for the people. 4And there was very much to do.
Nobody thought of ideology only $0 do or organize thingey for the good of tho
people.
They w.re in the bDest of friendship. The workers loved the initiative of the
stuw/ents ané the students loved the readiness and full sacrifice of the workers
ar vell as their kmowledge and service. Besidesi the students were mostly
.rom workers and peassnt families. ZThey worked véry close to the workers.
We were only connected with the Rgvolutiomary Committee.
I received news through Free Europe radio broadcasts, the Voice of America,
then the Rgvolutioaary Committee of Ujpast, from people who travelled to Budapest
and beek,
During the Revoluiion some new newspapers apHeared and spwead enthusiasm into
the people. New papers were Igazsag, the Kisujsag, etc. ZJhere were no
different opinions about the newspapers. ZEverybody read them with pleasure.
Even the Commmist newspapers indulged in self-criticism, and people read this
also with pleasurs.
I heard about what happened in Budapest as the Revolution started from ppople
who ceme from Budapest and who fought at the beginning of the R volution. Some
ef those just came home and went back to Bud.a.put. l’e received information
from other vnits. This way I hsard about Dudéa. Szabo :Ba?cei (these two were
hercesz of the R:wlntion) and about Malster.
Yes, I listened to the radio, first to the Budapest radio, then to Free Europs
énd the Voice of America stations. The latter two were full of promises but
nothirg happened. Once we heard what happened to Budapest we lept om listening
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to Radio Free Europe. Ve received information about the happenings in

Budapast through Free Eyrope. Radio Free lurope spread enthusiasm. Since

I am in the United Sgated I lisard all sorts of bad things about Radio Free
Eurcre. ¥or example, that it was Redio Free Europe who persuaded the Bungarians
to :a armed Revolt. But vadpver I thought sbout Radio Free Europe beforell and
dﬁ:ing the Revolution was very good. Nobody evem$ thought about that that the
Russians would fight back, but only that they vill leave Hungary.

I received the fir-.: news about the breaking out of the Revolution of Budapest
through telepbsa® and I received news from the to'mships and ﬂ.]’.lacon around
Budspost 22€0 through telephone. I also received news through telephone abous
the mititary movements around the villages and townships near Budapest. It was
rerarkable that the telephone worked so well. The Communists did not have a
chance for e counter-orgamimtion and cut off &%%¥*¢ or taped the telephome. Not

only the telephone sorrieo, but the electricity service znd gas %00 were excellent

duming the Revolution. As a matter of fact, better than before the Revolution.
This depended 'oii the news itself. I trusted most the BB@ station. Before

the Revolution if I would have been by Rodic Free Burope to do something I
would have done it. The most authentic source of information was R-dio Free
Europe. We coulda’t entirely trust the Budapest station. As far as the
telephone wasconcerned before the Revolution everybody watched carefully what
ol weid over the telephone. Duing the Revolution however one could trust

the telephons service and &84 not have 0 de afraid.

Whatevery happened in my own township@ ,Sverybody knew,bocanls this was a

small place.

Everything and everybody disappeared as if nothing ever® existed befors.

The pardy organization destroyed itself. Everybody through away$ one’s party
emblem. *he leadors disappeared, nobody eslled meeting of wrty members. As

flar a8 I knew the mrty could not take any ection during the Revolutions.

The blue police joined the Revolution @& bloc. Besides the blue Police was
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in the police

never & tristed organ of the regime. The police of ficers were kept/from

the  evioue regime.since there were not enough tVained pecple to replace them.
The government tried to replace them with trusted people but they couldn't replace
everyrody. So most of the police were anti-vommunlict and against the regime.

The ‘irst minute they had a chance they dessirted the regime.

The seme happsned to the militia.

Tais was the only orgsnization which remainel orgenized, at least a big part

of the officers snd second officers. They were peorle who had regular military
tra.i.ning._ They could not very wnll find an excuss and join the Regvolutionmaries.
They Imew that if their past would be Mmown and in the hands of the Revolutionaries
they would have to answer to vhat they had Rone. Sois of them fought with the
counter=Revolutionaries. Others were in hiding in all parts of the country.

The Revolut/onary courte wire ormanied. These courts irought werdicts against
crimes don¢ ogairst the Ravolution. Judges who ware in the service of the
“ompunist regime and vho conducted the so-called window trials (mirakat per)

vere arrested. 1 know that R’{hd was demanded to stand bdt_srl this Revolutionary

court.

- Their role changed. They nused to be all party members an' did not proteet the

intersts of she workers ¢ul 4n the contrary #f the regime. e old lezaders of

the trade unions were replaced in order to change the trade wion to an organizatioa

truly representing the infjerebis of the worlmrs. For the moment hosver during
the Ravolution nobody cared much about trade unions. But I know t.i-¢ a reorgani-
gation of the trade unions staried.
Lverywhere the people asssmbled und elected new officials and national .evolu~
tionary committee membere. People who hated the previous regime and who sere
politically trusfed by the Revolutionaries were elected. Good @ pesple vho
filled administretive nosts
were trained for aciministering these posts came back, peonle vhd GoFe also
during the World llar. Not only professionals thowever obut other veoile were

chosen too. <hey 21l did an excsllent Job.

There wasnu governmenft, at least nobody cared about it until Wagy would not
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take the power.

churches.
There was also a spiritual liberalization. People went to the CEMEREREG,
The Perty collapsed. So did the Soviet-Rungarien Association, so di{d the
trade unions, Mndsz, the Disz, and orsanized gport. The organisatioms which
partly remained and partly were organized during the Revolution were the
Blue Police, the army, the national guard, vhiSh was a new organization. %he
ministeriums did not work except for the ministerium of war and the varliament.
Some factories and workshops kept on working especially the ones which produced
food and which wers connected with these services like electrizity, gas, telephoneo,
The Revolutionaries used the Student Association, the nawm the Writer's
Assoclation, and the army.
The new orgenizations vhich were organized dusting the Ravolution were the
National Guard, the Wmm. vawly reorganized), the Blue
Police, and the Social Sport Associationfkept the martisl law order of the
Revolutionaries. The governmental food stores ceased to function as they
used before and they were taken over by the Revolutionaries.
These were organized in the factories and their purpose was the 'h&:k reorgani-
zation of the factories and their temporary manacement. They also %@k care of

of th; E:;litical leadership of the workers. The councils were under the orders
ational

of the %&Rixwel Revolutionary Committee. The worker's councils also took care of
and safety

the carrying out of ncurity/ measures within the factories.
From the R&wlution an anti-communist, neutral and politically independent
governmental gystem could have develoved.

They were threatened.
I saw that

/ They ware afraid.

The Russians were cruel and our people tried to behave in a human way.
I didn't think about it them,but it was quite obvious that it should be

like tais. The Hnngarian people were at home while the Russians vere abrosg‘ .
and did not fight for their own country,; it was logical that they showld
be as brave as the Hungarians.

s g o R
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(12£) Ip 1% is true that they were the Russians who prepared the w.ole

Revolution then it vas certainly true that the Hungarians wers the
ones wio were the most sultable for such a plan. I think that if
the English and the French would not have started war vith the
Egyptians them the lins would have been to have let Hungary out of

the grip of the Soviet Union.

(12g) Every ministry was supervised by a Russian delegazte, Jefore October 23rd.
During the Revolution they had no influence at all. After Kovember 4th,

I don't krar.

(1) To have & system ons needs people, masses. But this system did not have
reople to trust. Only the higher commanders of the AVO peowle were
pesple to trust. UThe first andiaportant mistake that the regime made
vas that they allowed the demonstration.

(13) I cecided it on the 19%th of Ngm'bor at 11 in the evening.

(13a) On‘e 18th of Fovember the Revoltionary Committee members of Vae wvere
arrested. I belonged to this unit and I was known there as a commander

Hational Guard

of my village of the nmbdvwwslxgmamds I was therefore on the blacklist

of the ng. population. The members of the township council of ng re-
imrned to their previous positions and they too blacklisted me. I actually

heard thet my name was on the blacklist. At the same time I also heard

thet Mongolian foot soldier troops armed with automatic weapons did

cleaning work with the help of the AVO. I decidéd that I had to leave

the country the following day.

(13v' I tried to go to Budapest, but previously I talked everything over with

my neighbor who had a good ¥88& map of the border city Sopron.

(.3¢) Yes, I had such plans. My plan was to go to a Worder villege and ask the
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pes santsto lend my family and me from their clothes and utensils and just
#8 ordinary peasant worlers who work on the fields we could have crossed
the border. This didn't worlks,however,and we had to cross further to the
north and had to walk much more than I imagined.
(134) I imaghned that as an emlnent Hungafian sportsman I will be able $o find
gome work., I didn't knov at that time that I would be coming here.
(13e) For a while I thought I could hide with some peasants but I was afraid for

my family, and besidss I dldn't want to mix up the peasants in my troubles.

(14 Yes, I thinksbout it a greot desl.
useful o
'14a) Yee, I think it was very iypemzéspméz not onky from a Hungarian point of

view but slso frem a2 world historical point of view. The Comminists will
not ba able to cheat the Fungarians, make them believe things t-rhieh are
not true. and will not be sble to chain the world again. Besides Hungary
will feel the nesed of those who left it. For example a whole forest school
from Scpron left Hungary and came here to America and Camada.

(14b) Yes, “t could have been successful if the English and Fremch had waited
at least one month in attacking Suez. In this case there would heve
been much less probability that the Russians will fight Hungary. If
;he English and the French would not have created a different precedent
the Russians had to respect the UN decision.

(14¢c) If I would have known the consequences I would heve stood against a
futile H.oodshed. I would have not listened to not seriously meant
promises from the West. I would not have let free the Communist
lezaders waiting for a trial for which we really didn't have the time.

I would have keps every position under watch. I would have tried %o

Fel
close all the Eastern boundaries. We should have asked the
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to join us, as well as the Hungarians from Transylvania while liberating
them from the itumanians. /e should have been fighting for our rights for
the torritorie: which are eccupied by Hungarians and under foreign gomina-
ticn. The Czechs did not have the right to receive the o ?olvith.;
only received 1% because the wife of President Wilson wgs a Czech. There
was no anti-Buscian movement in Czechoslovakia at all.

Only East Germauy and Hungary wac good for trying to organize a Revolution
there. The Germans too hate the Ru:sians deeply. The other people under
Russian donination are Slavs M Russians did not treat XLEW so
cruelly as they did the Hungariens and the Germans. The hate of these two
latter nitions is the no:t understandable. The Bulgarians came after the
Hungarizas and the Germans in their hatred for the Russians. Hungary's
interual condiiions too contributed to the many causes of the uprising.
Firslly &t has to be noted that it 1s not in accordance with the Hungarian
tenperament to he oporessed.

inrs Negy was the personification of the compromise policy. He didn't

see into the future at a.l. All he did was to imitate the Soviet School.
When he was called upon to execute the demands of the Revolutionaries he
couldn't do a Shing., Finally even theffiil masses tmmned away from him

_ (elvthrsak)

vhen he started his speech by sgying "Comrades® Xmliztewrmeis)x and expressed
his only wish thot the Hungariam®X workers should return to their jobs.
Once he finally really took the side of the Revolution it was too late.
Be’ala. Kovdcs had en important role. He should have been instead of Imre
Nagy. Kovaéu vas no Farty memben however. Other important outstanding
personalities of the Revolution vere Maleter, Bo/h nra{ly. Tibor D;;'I..
Tildy could not be trusted. He eigned the law concerned the peo le's trislu.

The real heroes of the Revolution were the students and the workers.
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(14h) In the first zroup would be the students, the worlmre, and the small

officials and clerks. In ths second group the intellectuxls and the

soldiers. In the third group, the plasantsﬁ?ho higher officicls.

(141) IGXK No, I did not.

expect
(143) No, I didn't Jthis either,
(14k) Ihe role of the Potg!i Club was to awaksn the nation from it spiritual

depression, and to take a stand ag:inst the Russianisatioan of our culture.
I was truly surprised how strong a stand the club took. I was surprised.,
bec:use previously,writers and prets were punished for advocating Western
Culture and those writérs and poetsboywed h;.f;: .rogine.. Therefore some

of them still cannot be grustsd like Tibor Déri, Tamas Aczél.

(141) The peasants did not take their part in the Revolution. One would hewe
expected much more cooperat/on than they really showed. They were not
entirdly passive but they wire not active either. They only took part
in the Revolution as far as the food supply was concerned. Naturally.
it was elso hard to organize them, hard to keep them together. Actually
they too took partebecaus: of their work in the food supply, they ohly
did not take oart in the fighting. Thepe WK were &t.:: exceptions
in the main concentrati n points of other Rovo];ntionaries Jthey too took

perts
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According to 1y professional education I am an economist. I worked in
this field #ntil 1951. I used to be an accountant, Later on I became
a sportsm@an. Until 1946 I was an officer in the army.

Before sent to the front lines I was working in the Ministry of Defense
28*8* in the army organization section. Omce taken to the front lines
I decame a company commandant until I wags taken as a prisoner of war.

I was a %prisoner of war for 1l months, first in the hands of the

of

Anaricans and then =X France.
My fother uzed to ve an sctive army officer. MAY,
From March 1946 to August 1946 I was a day vorker at the K&K, the

Hungarian state railread. I couldn't receive a better jobesince I

~ came home from the West and was therefore condéidered politically

unréliable.
I had %o carry all sorts of iron parte, I had to clear iron from rust
and to saw iren,
I worked and helped out wherever it was needed. I wae just a day worker.
I vas there orly for three months.

organization
It was a very biz company. It belong®d amiwxto the state. The works
shop where I worked was not especially efficient. People tPled to
make all sorte of tools for themselves while they were working in the
workshop, they could exchange those tools for food. In this shop we
were supposed to repair railroad cars. In the shop in which I worked
thore were from 5 %o 6,000 workers in the different departments. This
vas mainly a locksmith shop but other repair work wis done there too)and
there wac a section v ich made all sorts of tools.
For the next job
After that I finally received a much better job. I became the chief

accountant of a knitting and weaving factory. This factory was just
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teken over by the state from its firivate proprietord.

(2v) { was the chiaef accountant.
(2¢) Chief aescountant.
(24) I was there for azbout 6 or 7 months. It became dangerous for me to

stay thefe since the Russian director of the factory, a woman, tried
to blame on me the2® corruption for which she was responsible.

(2e) This was a large factory with 40 to 50 workers.

(2f) The factory hed overused old machinery. Its previous proprietor, a Jew,
stole from it raw matetial aw well as its machinery. My task was to take
the factory over from its:previous proprietor and I saw that the chief
accountant of the Jewish proprietor wamted to €ive me phony bills to cober
up his black business. When thé Jews ceme back from Germany they received
back all their belongings. “They wers the privileged class. Now that the
factory vgs taken over by the government the Jew was in great distress
not being able to furnish all the bills and checks asked from him. In
order not to get into trouble he wanted to meke a deal with me, giving
me some money in retura for my accepting his phonmy bills, I m; afraid

myself to malthk such a black deal,but finally I decided %o accept the money.
No# I thought that I would be able to give a blow to a Jew. After accepting
the money from the Jewish propSrietor I reported his black business to

the new governnentzl mansger.

Newt Job

(2a) I vorked at the center of hegvy imdustry.

(2b=e) I was a blll controller. Soon I became the head of a group and later I
became ths head of a department.

(2d) I was there until 951,

(2e) This was 2 big enterprise.

(2f) The job was very good. The building and offices were modern and mice, clean

851ll from the previous regime. Only the furnishing became used and broken
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after crimging offices many ties. lhen the center was divided into
depar+aents and I belonged to th.glg;w which was the wholesale part of
the enterprise, then our offices were already too crowded. FOP*tHE*A

For the next jeo
(22) Neaxt I worked at the police.

(2b) My main profession was Wooimxwmx eportsman actually ,and as such . got to the
prlice. At firet I didn't have to do angthing, only to take part in the
training hti:r 30gether with the other members of the so=called sports
squad and 3B¥ the other jpart of the day I was supvosed to do sport training.
I em a diver, (miugrd)
(2¢) As a nportsman I was classified as a first class sportsman, I held the
title for diving in Hungery for about 3 years mntil I became sick. In

the police I was a lieutemant.

(2d) I was there umn3il 1955.
(2¢/ This wasthe blue uniform police.
(1) 7 belonged to the sports squad where all% the policmnf were first of

allesportsmen. IEBRIAR

For next Jod
(2a) Then I worked as a buyer for a conserve factory not far from Budapest.
(2b) I wvas a buyer. My job was to travel in the nearby villages and make
contracts, supervise and buy the products of the peasants.
(2¢c) I vas a buyer.
(24) I vas there until the Revolution broke out. |
(2e) ~ Yecit this was a big goverament-owned factory. |
(2) 1 vas very lemient with the peasants; they really had a tough time. If

they made contracts with us then they didn't have to hand their products

in to the gogernment. They preferred to make contracts with us Hecauss
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v, the buyers, were much more lenient thak the government supervisers.
I always undervalusd the possidle crop of a certain field so that the
peasantd having more crops than he mede contract for was able to sell
the remaining crop on the free market and was grateful to nl)h“l and
divided with us his profit.

(3a) ~ In the police I liked that I had as much time for training as I liked,

we
and also %3 sportsmen had specilal privileges.

(3b) I didn't like the political lectures.
(3e) My other jobs were fairly good too.
(4a) Afser the inflation was checked in August 1946 I was chief accountent

and I rog&';vaé 400 f¥orints per month. %he general income at that time
270 to BMaforints.

(4v) In 1950 I received 1150 forints per month. he average earning at that
tine was from 600 to 1000 forints. '

(4c) In 1955 I received as a sportsman 2000 forints. I was officially no

profsssional sportsman. If I would have been I could not have been a

menber of the Olympic team; actually, howsver, I was professional. *he
;G;:t earnings of that year was about 1200 forints.

(4d) 203881300 forints was my basic salary. I recieved 400 forints from the
ﬂi:ii:lcport committee and I received extra 200 forints for being a first

class competing sportsman.

net
(4e) ‘ha above menticned earnings was the mmxt incoms. The police pafid 33%
for health securitys
(4r) In 1949 I received a golden medal for sport competition and 1500 forints.

I never received any special compensation at the police.

(4g) From 1950 on I was part time a sport coach or trainer and I had 600 forints
additional income from this sourse

(4n) It was good.

(41) Others in the same profession received the same; as a matter of fact, a
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full. time spsrtf trainer or coach recéived 3000 forinte a month,

48 hours a week,

I wvorred 6 dagys.

We «idn't vork overtime.

Je didn't work on April :. the 1lat of May, 7th of H,vember, and Christmas.
It happened that we had to work on the second day of Christmas and we
received this gbefore the 1lst ofMay,in order to hake more time to [repare
for the m 13t of May demonstrations, By the end I received 28 working
daysepaid vacation.

Ag an accountant I received 3 weeks.

At the beginning ore waes only shemed before the others. Later one had to
ray for being late and finally if eomeone was late at least 2 times one
lost one's job.

Yes, there was a ten minute moveient.

Tes, they punished late comers. “ometimes as seriously as toking their

Jobs away.
system
We didn't have a norm /  at the police.

No, and there was no norm system at the police.

Hot at the police btut I knew that otherwise in factories and projects theye
and speed up syvtems.

wvere working c-mpotit!.onll Whoever found a faster system of producing a certain

product wzs supoosed to teach the others. People had to offer to complete
more tham their norm was until the coming of a certain Communist holiday.
We &fldn't/ hav: plece work.
This doesn't spply So the police.
‘he hedl th conditions were very good.

seven pisce
Everyone had an sutomatic gun with 2 8-millimeter bullets. One had to
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glve account f20ut the bullets.
worked
Coicerning the protection of the public the police mmwiwr well, While I
#as in the police general criminal cases became less. From the point
of view of the security of the public they did not reach the standard
of 1838 sbut they were close to it.
I vent by traln, siuds I lived in God, not far from Budspest. It took
ac to
me one hour to /work and ohe hour back.
police

In thy esports aquad theres were all sorts of people. They had all sorts
of background and educations. Since they made more money being sportsmen,
than other people did, they could spend more on selfseducation. In general

intellectual
people had high school diplomas and they came from peasant ImVEXXwsuwaifiyx
xmx workery or noble families.
Within the police the relationship between the policeneny 288 officers and
men,was Very good; people respected each other, and there was discipline.
This chenged when AVH people got into the police. The relationship became
worse. People could not trust each other. People felt ennity against
the AVH p=o0ple.
Tes, I did.

nsvertheless they
Peonle trusted each other very much in the sport squad; SEEEAEEX]

oze snother one another
thought 1t over what to tell to/FSesXsE, not to mix/®Em into trouble.
I mok the sports squad men in different sportd competitions and also in
spo:rt‘ tfainings.
YTes, everybody was tallkking about pdlitics.
Yes, there was a party basic organization in the police, in every police
station. They supervised the policemen? and observed them from the point
of view of their political behavior,
Yoo, thero was made a difference befiween party members and non-party members.
Party members slways received more confidential positions.

The party members alwaye tried to educate the policemen§ to be party members.
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The policemen® tried to get away from them.

- (7k)1,m,0,0,500 not apply

(7q)

(7r)
(7s)
(7¢)

(7u)

(7v)

(8)

(8a)
© (8v)

(8¢)
(8a)

Yes, one could advance,but he had to adwance more hhan a party member,
and received recognition for his work fluch more slowly than the party
member. A non-party member could not become a commander in the police.
Yes.

There was no change.

Yes, all of Jﬁ;rgoﬁw;ﬁ.aﬁmu were mueh people,who
were immoral also in their private life. They were carseristpeople. We
were not %00 much in denger from them, because as spbrtm we had special
privilegen.

i‘hey couldn't have been successful since they were more leftist than
most of the pecple in Hungery.

While they lasted they did a good job. They #ook over the management and
leadership of factories and enterprises.

I changed jobs? because I heard that German enterprises were tdken to the
Soviat Union. Secondly, I left my job at the knitting and weaving factory
because the marager disregarded the Hungarian laws and blamed me for her
misdoings. Next, I had to leave my job because there was so-czlled
rationalization, which meant that many peonle were thrown out frop their
gobs, especially who were not trusted politicali¥y. I left the police
because after 1 beczme sick in 1955 the result of my sport competition
declined and I could not enjoy the many privileges any more as I did defore.
‘here was generally mot too muc: opportunity to change jobs.

One job was worse than the other. I much rather would have been a full
time sports trainer and coach or physical education teacher. I finished
the academy for physical educatiom.

I like the above mentioned professions.

material regards.
Egpecially ~ T
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(8e) Yez, they changed. I wanted to remein a goldier, but not in the democratie
amy. Yhen I married my wife in 1946 my mother-im-law had a beauty parlor
and I wanted t0 stay with her in lusiness umtil I could have gone dack to
being an officer in the army. I %ad this plan until 952 but I wav that
the regime does not change. Tiem I went o study in the academy for phpsi-

cal education.

(8f) Fot in this regime.

(8g) Some people want this, othews that. “here must be people who wouldn't
want any of 1it.

(dn) 1 should like 4o get caead

(31) I rould 1like to occup; myself with scien:ific research in the field of

physical education. I would live in a liitle cottage near a lake, would
collect books api music records, make ex:ursions into naturs, do sports
*ead, listen %0 music , have girls arourd and in general pleasant ecompany.
(83) No, ::;eontrary my plan just crystalized when I came here and I saw how
muh America pseds research in sports and physicel education. Since there 4is
no such thing hesme.
have liked

(8k) No, i wouldn't s#ikde that. My general circumstance made me become a sporte-
mei. “incs I wemted to chonse such a fleld where the regime would deal
#ith me dore libverally. I would like uy daughter to be either a scientist
or en artist, a sportsman has no value once he gets older.

(9) I had a pretty disturbed time. We had no quiet in our 1ife. My father
wvas an officer and ar an officer ‘s son I was not a good? ka.d.u'.' My
father-in-law was a breiness man and a tradssman.

(9a) A% the Dbeginning, only I worked in my family. From '52 on my wife started
to work $00. Vo needed additional income.

vork 4a
(9v) I couldn't /uy profescion freely and I couldn't work according to my training
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as an economist. I would have like $0 have trawelled and siudied abroad
but this became impossible.
(%¢) I could buy the most important food necessities, as a matter of fact we
ate quite well. Ve also had emough clothir;. Such things, however, as an

e&mﬁ!ﬁ& goi.lor. a washing machine, two persian rugs, books, andam the
COHPETVF the essentially imporsant furnirhing of our apartment I could do
only after ten years of saving. I couldn't buy a tape recorder which I
wvanted, a scooter, and a phomograph-radio,

(9&1) My last basic salary was 1300 forints. In addition I received for my

sports activities 2000 forints, and my wife ecrned 1000 forints a month,

(94-11) My wife had ssme additional income from sove home industry. She had a

lcni.tting machine and;mm. Iknitted goods at home. She also made some

money by buying and sellimeg goods which people receive ' from their relatives
| in parcalll from abroad. old gy
- (94=111) From this 2 pald 10§ for government loans and 3% for/ secwty,
(d=-IV) My net income was 2500 forants/ a month. .
(®%) (9s) We lived in our own house. My mother-in-law had a house and w. extended it.
It was very difficult to get hold of building material end the e-iension of
the houss took thres years.
(o£) In %4 there vere fnall family houses. Such psople lived there who \ad
fixed dalaries, 11 theee houses had gardens. The houses were not cowded until
landlords
the zxmerizeds tterted to rent Sooms for workers who could not get
accomodations in Budapest. Then the place began to become quite crowded.
There was electricity in God, but on few ca.:?}waa there running wzter.
I think everybody bad essential furmishings. Ve Pought our furnitwe
second hand, we had Biedermeir style furniture. s0f
(%) The basic Boods were very expensives so people genemhlly paid B to 60% of

their income for food., It was very hard to buy other necessities $o0o.



(sh)

(o1)

(93)

(k)

—_

No. 176 A" PRUTEST SEC.ION W AO p. 40

A peir of shoes was about 380 ferints, and resjiy-mads suits were about 800
forinis. I had some additional income while I was travelling abroad as a sporte-

man t00, I brought home such things which one could sell for a very good
price. For example, f ine steel goods such as writing and draming pens,
lha.ﬁng blades leather ware and rubber soles from Yugoslavha, nylon goods
for women, and cosmetic goods and :m»dicine. There was a lack of those
goods in Hungary, or some of them were not available at all. “ince my
income grew with the above mentioned two we could spend 1800 to 2000 forints

a month for food. Ome had to stand in line for food from 2 to 3 hours a day.

Nelghtors helpel sach other in shopping. *hey watched each others place

in the focd line and so in changing shiftes one could always godiggzhome
while walting for food and do some house work in the meantime. |
While I was in the police I did not have® to spend too much for clothing |
bedause I wore uniforms. I spent about 200 to 300 forints a month.
Whatever I could I bought in private stores not in the gogernment stores.
Espoclally in my lmst job when I was a buyer for the Conserve Factory,

I received or tought vegetebles, egz, and fruit from the peasants.

For electricity, I spent 100 to 150 forints, for gas 40 to &5 forints,
he:%ing came to about 100 forints a month.

Yes, to get hesting material was a very difficult job. Our coal mines

vers supposed to supply our heavy industry., <The miners were not satisfied
with their lot. ‘herefore they didn't produce much, and in meny places
they were roplacoél by prisone®s. One had to think about heating material
as ﬁ as the lumr.; and electricity was limitéd by the government.
Sometimes they simply closed down the electrical eurrent. The gas supply

was sufficient at the bBeginning. Only lately wers there difficulties. To
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start to use gas was very difficuls, because first those received gas
who already had gas stovedpefore. Inf order to awmys have emough gas
at home .:n“{rought an embra gas container ozm black market so that ’I‘.‘P
8 stead of one container which we could refilV¥Iit was emply, that is, 38
there was 2nouvgh gas and they would refill it for uge :l”; had two gontainers.
Ve had an extra full container for such cases when tﬁey did not refill our
empty container promptly, but let us wait for the gas for some time.
sportamen
(91) - As 3 mpoxdmwEm we had free medical care, We had very good medical core.
(Sm) 3 I had i medical care as a sportsman and pald vacations.
£8h) 9n) For cigarettes I pald daily 3 forints. We had two opera season tickets for
which we paid sbout 15 to 20 forints a month. In addition I had the

sports newspaper 60 filler a day.

{99) I am interested in astrology. I bought astrology books and magazines.
(10) YTes; I thought that our incoms was comparatively good.

(102) Naturally, even the sports peaple were exploited.

(101) Yeso

(10¢) fhe Commuist aystem and the Soviet Union.

(104) ;oforo this regime every worker had his dim little house. In this new

system vorkers could not buy new houses. Fny had only minimal incomds.

(100) It was 2 10% cut on one's salary. One didn't ever got back as much as
purchasing
one pr.idbecauss the monsy lost from its ECRTEEpLITE value.
(10f) The soviet Union never mmcrodit for all the value which was paid for
¥Wo ,

wal reparations, ASENAISEEXE have to pay war reparations as long as
tais regime was in power. Ae far as the Soviet economic help to Hungary
is concerned, they occasionaflly gave us back some of our vheat or potatoes
from what they took awey/ from us.
(10g) Tes, everybody had to take part on those.
(11) Hungary did nof progress economically, but declined. As a result of the
robber economy, the produced goods were not consumed by Hungary. The

Shonmdl ol o L L ool ooy oo s g g o G



(11a)
(11b-c)

(114)

(1le)

(11n)

(1)

(113)

Noo 134 ®A® PRETEST SECTION W AO Pe 42

vith the ecruel working competition. “he number of the defective goods
produced inl this gystem was immense. Ht'u'ried work did not €o® good $o0 the

mjaes; mining accidents were not uncommon. It hapoened many times that
tae government started the building of a plant and abandoned the building
bicause of changes in plan or circumstantial difficulties.

fo, it declined.

In aldition to the mentioned I didn’'t like that govermment built workers
sperizients were 20t distributed ;o the ti.o.rllﬂ'l according to their social
need; but were distribused to /[ and Party members.

T.e economic situation before 1944 was much more stabilized. Theyewere

Al sorts of troubles then too. zho worker's salary was less than those

of the elerks, while the worksr worked 12 hours a day. s_t:lll the whole

economic system was much better organized than it is now.

No, it didn’t become better. People were mistrustful toward the § Year

Plan. The pursose of this phan wae to make an industrial country from

Hung:ry Ga*aedsesit*dfdisregarding its agriculture. We didn't hn'n enough

minss and enough energy sources, and by building up our heavy industry

trey destroyed our small industry. Becanse of the great amount of defective

products our export declined. People thought that this purpose was im-

possible to reach and they were right. This plan served the Soviet Union

and not the well-being of our pecple.

Imre Nagy aboliished the compulsory Jjoingng of the collective farms, he gave

a place to private capital, private initiative. Peopls st-rted again to

work in light industry and trade. He gave out trade licenses too.

Thé Soviet puppets did not care about the people’s need for consumer

goocds. Whoeve in the government gave more permission to produce consumer

goods was replaced by someons else.

It Decome worso and worse.

Financial and material motivations were in second place aBter the psychologiecal
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motivations of the Bgvolution. Most of the people worked with too little
salaries even the artists. Besides there was no freedom in production.
Evesybody had to do or perform whatever one was told. One's work was
rot appreciated. And nobody could be sure of one's future.
(122) People like myself who had some cultural desires could not earn emough
money to satiesfy those desires. Opera, for example, was very expensive.
(12v} ¥eople had no freedom, they werc cut off from the world, consequsatly
Hungary was left tehind as far as Western culture was concerned by about 200
years, the Hungarians had an inferiority complex. fnis feeling was mostly
common with us who grew up or during the war. The ‘ybtmg peo le who grew
up ih this regime did. not feel that.

was justi od wtpldn:.lnc sbout these themselves
(12¢) Everybody HEZIFSIIoN 50 TAVe " % grievances oxcept the ones who s0ld ENEFEEX

to the regime. “ho Communist lsaders had glorieus lives but they were not
mecure either, In the Soviet stores the AVH people and the Party leaders
received the most wonderful <ood and very inexpensively too. 2They could
buy thewwe imported specialties which ordinary peopls never saw.

(12a) No, we were afraid of the govermment. Nobody trusted the other. It was
impossible therefore to organize an® armed opposition. “‘he Revolution
started entirely spontaneously. |

(120) The workers trisd to lproduce as much as possible to make encugh money.,
Corruption
ECFTSPVISEY cheating, and theft were commom. In the hatred for the regime
the workers suined the machines and many times set fire to the factories.
“hego was sabotage in the railroad transportation too. After 1953 the
L\rtu.'km-l started to talk more and more against the regime. They were the
ones who could do it best because they were the most needed. h

(22¢) “he Revolution started with the students. Even 1f the whole Revolution
;ou}.d have been for the good of thé students, the workers would have
Jofined in becanse it was against the gystem. There were many worker

heroes during the R volution end there were many efficient working leaders

in the Revolution. <The workers were the last to 262#8cease fighting.
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Worizers have alwvays tmddumed the least to lose in a fight or uprieing.
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7/
Vac
I studied in the Piarist Gyrnesium in §FF uvntil the age of 14, after that I

finished the Business Acadsmy in Budapest from '36 to 1940, ard I received
there my high school diploma, I went to the University from '42 $o0 47 amd
studied economics, frov '62 to '65 I went to the Academy of FPhysical Education.

I studied from 1927 %> 1956.
ecomonics,

My two highest dipl.mas are my University diploma in JOURIE, and my University
diploma in physioil education. $ i
Ebtvos Lorant

1 studied ecomovics in Budapest in the :Otwueivwasi University and physical
education in ¢'.e Acedemy or University of Physical Education.
I a
Piie attended ;he University for Political Ecomomy and later I wad student in
the University of Physical Education, in addition I attended m courses for
sportix tra.ners end coaches. I leciured myeself, teaching civilian and military
svinming wvhich I used for teaching.
»oix teeynAeBe. I also wrote a ' 5
Hoo
Ho, ¥ attended the University.
I wva' a lecturer in a course for svimming in the army.
Eva ybody was compelled to attend dasic political courses. In the police,

o
tr, political lectures given to us, fthe sports squad, were mostly sports
‘olitical lectures. These lectures were given to show hov "sumem wonderful"

the Soviet sports people are.
economics
I vante. to finish ny course in ¢comvany in the University, but once I mm saw
that I would not be able to get a job in my field, I tried to get training to
be & (ports trainer and therefore I went to the University of Physical
Edueca ion.
Doag 100% 2pply.
In 153 I wantod to study foreign languasges in the University, to be admitted

a
fci* the mentioned courses I had to receive fao=called political evaluation
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from police officers who were Party members. HNobody wanted, however, to give

such an evaluation of me, therefore I wasn't admitted to the courses. Fimally

1 received such an evaluation, I still do not know what was writtem in this

evaluation, since the envelope was closed shen I received it and I had to

hand it over to the University. Afier handing over this evaluation I was not

gen to the covrses I asked to be aimitted to but to/;oliticnl course in the
naturslly

Acsdenmy of Gorki. 7 enddendy didn't want %o go there.

I%'s quite obwious thet I could not be admitted to the studies I wanted to

pusmﬁeca&w my political background was not adequate. As to my background

it was fenough that I was an officer in the army, oriented towards the West.

I wanted o study foreign languages.

I had my higher education but I could not receive 2 job in my field, that is

in economics,

ecorongs, therefore, I had to change my field to sporis.

If ay father would not have forced me to study economics I would have rather

studied %o be an engineer or a physician. Thie had however, nothing %o do

w.th outside circumstances,/ OF pressures.

Sometimes I was 2 very good student, other times I just barely passed my exams.

Taias depended cn my mood and outside circumstances. In the Academy of Physical

Tduscation I was a B student.
over others
43 a qualified sportsman I had certain a.d.nntacuf in studying.
1 had certein sdvaniages in the Academy of Phyesical Education:becaunse of my
ixcellent record in sport competitions as a diver.

TramaT o edn semm madlian Sm +hae NTS7 hed sdventoscsa avear others.
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(8e) Sinco I hated itke Bussians always, I didn't even #fi txy to study Russiam. I
took it as & joke.

(8e) I didn't have any amilitary trainming after 1944, dut I observed that the
discipline was mot as it used to be. Everybd dy was allowed to critieise the
orders he got. There were few commanders who had political trsining as well ae
military training, ard therefore they were afrgid to give a command or an order
becanss evarybody could criticize this commamnd from a political point of view,
and they could make trouble for the commsnder. The result was t::: z:ﬂ.l
could not Zumotion at all. Former army officers who were in the ressrve jmre
not used %o this sort of criticiem of orders and commands and so after a while
ths government l.et the reserves go and did not call them in for exercises.

The fact that the officers from the reserve were not called in for trainiag
fror time %0 tineg might have showed that we didn't have nev weapoms to
teach them. Ow’ wvhole arm/ stood umder close supervision® Soviet army
people. Our hi.ghu; o.fﬂcr':ﬂ vere trained in the Soviet Uniom. w
wvas recruited, Hut kulaks and former members of the nobility were VEMDEEE to
working squads instead of the army. The traiming of the officers was on a
low etanderdf muspm sspocially compared to the officers from the Ludovike
Military School. The nfficers could not e entrusted with any important
command.

(ar) I wes always for mméh sport. I think that sport is a country's security.
Soldiers sre jpnly gord soldiers if they are healthy and fit. Soldiers
ghovld do a lot of sport. +hey need to be strong and tough. Swimming,
dicyclp riding, slooting, running, dueling, and riding are all excellent
sporfs.

(9) Teachers and euucators wanted to bring out more from the chiildren tham
possible. Ihey gave them the mateihal for studies too much concentrated,

this
and of courwe ¥ didn'% work.
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This changed the children. They became less polite, freer in their thinking,
losing respect for their parents and for the aged and giting wores and worse
in their behuvion.
Ho. it did not.
Fo, the youns people made fun of 1%,
Some little thildren were threatening their parents if they d'da't went to
give them somsthing. For example, I knew about a little eleme.\;ary school
ehild who 1iwod in our neighborhood and who elways threatened hi. parents
that he would report them as non-communist if they are not going ‘o give
him whatevor 1e wanted.
Children betwsen the ages of 10 and 12 yearsold are apt to believe ad
accept commuzrist teachings. The Party cem control them for 4 to 5 mu e years.
By eiving thom nore freedom then they received at home, etc.
By the age o: 17 ortjf’ none of the children are Commun’'st any more.
My family delonged td/intellectusls. I had, nevertheless, many friends among
the workers and other groups sinze there were all sorte of people in thy sp.vh
clabs.
My mother'; family were middle peasants (in the middle of the well-to-du and
the poorer peasgnts.) My father comes from a family where there were nany
officerr and clergyment

trades
My wifis comes fiom a family of 3§t men.
We brlonged to the intellectuals.
My £ather was ar. army officer.
0, he was not in active ssrvice any more. He was retired.
He was rotired.

He didn't work.

My father was a graduate of the Ludovika Hlutary Schodl. MNp*3eBR*dite

COBBUREBLY® JEHATERILED

My jobs were compulsory jobs and he knew it.

It was & medioccre life that we had.
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After gy father retired he accepted all sorts of small Jobs. My elder brother
died. and two of my sisters married. One of my sisters married a brilfk-layer
mzster, who lost his trade license. My other siator;':vhmband was killed by
» Russian car. Her husband was a technician in thex¥¥ (Hungarian State
igilroad System), where my sister received a job after the acdident. Im
additlon she has a small pension and she lives together with my mother. My
other sister has five children.
I just told before.
Yes, I lived with my mother.
I lova my mother very much,
From the ores with whom I lived,only I worked.
No.
He w:sn't alive.
None »f my sisters lived with us at %hat time.
My e:zial background turned out to tn disadvantageous in the past ten years,
The orker and poasant families werc in amuch better poeition. Igtolloctuals.
trawsperple, and former members of the mobility had no rights at all.
Yes.
M- wife finished high schodl of iniustrial arts. For awhile she was stage
wecorator in the opera house.

1948,
I goi married in 2086
I I:.av!:‘ 'a ‘d&.ughtor.
She IFTUFX years old.
Yes, we talked about all sorts of questions and e always told the truth ta
the little girl.,

She was bora after 1944,
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(19) We only gave lectures to our little daughtsr &8 she shouldn't talk about

politics to apybody and shouldn't tal k about things vhich she hear”d1 at home,

to anybodyoiimm.

(19a) I used to ‘all about polities with my wife)
(290) We used o criticize the regime and complain about political and economic
;::assnru.
(19¢) Doesnot aj_ipkr.
(20) My daughter had an x ma::n:: her records in school which meant that she was
con

not to be aliowed to mamiimmm after 4 yeere of elementary school because her

family 7ackground waz not appropriate. Her teacher, howsver, was a good person
thorght

and sre Zxught that she would try to take into account that I was a worker too

s of
and as such my daughter would be eligible to go on after she finished vcleﬂntax;\r

sraool.
(20a) ‘0 w3 had no trouble with her.
(20%) I didn’t 1ike if she made friends with children who were not behaving well.
(20¢) Fo. wo had no troudble with her concerning politics

either
(204) No! with religion mithan

(28e) Ne, onlysshe wasn't very orderly.
trust us,
(202) We alweys told her the truth and it was to be natural that she should ITusFEsE.
(21) §op I elwaye behaved with the child as if she would be a friend.
(Za) The religious teacher influedced the child a lot.
(21Db) No outside cutho®lties had any influence on my child because she just didn't
her homo, that

take thinge seriously what she heard in outsidel She always trusted/ whatever
we told her was the right thing.
(285F (/42) 1 saw my mother and younger eister every day. I couldn't see my older sister
befause she lived far away. We knew each other's problems ad trusted each others
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OQur femily befame 7Z&GTE because of the pressure of the Communist regime. There
were many such fziilies.
I loved @lo do horpscopes, to read books and listen to music.
We used to go to the opera to listen to music, to listen to gramophones.
WE spent absut - hours® a day together with my family,
I would “ave Jove to read many more books. I would have loved to have had a
£ilm .;amofai Lo take moving plotures from sport movements and to study them. 1
we,4id have 7398 to write novels and poems.
Ta general they became looser.
One of the purposes of the regimewas to loosen the family bond between the
people, to take away the B8BET%® sanctity of private property and the security
of tomorrow. Since the pay was very lowewomen too had to go to work; the

kinder, 8 _
children were in day ESSESREZPREEE and schools, subjected to Communist education,
somotim::;mom'bora of the family did not see each other at all. It happened
that the wifie was in night shift work while the husband was in the day shift
and they barsly met or not at all.
Yes, they could trust each other in general ,out there were such cases when
their political opinions differed and therefore they separated/ =sny times. |
In general, yes, while the regime trisd to separate the families and full them
away from ezch other people bacame closer and closer t0 each other within the
family.
To a certain extent, yes. Children had very little time together with their
parents. In general, however, in families whers there was love, the childrenm
loved their %nts and belonged to the femilies.
Tes, tut oneXF# 2o note that in the country fmily bonds ere always closer.
Yos, thay dic,
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They became Breer sith sach other. A% the beginning of the regime the
Communists trieito give more opportunity to young people to geot together so
tuat they sh-uld g;t used to each other, Actually they encouraged love affairs
in order to free students from pressura,
Peasante got married earlier, Tradesmen and workers later,
Yes, tasre is not anyf'tiqmtto any mo:’e .;n u::urtship. People get married on
sexu:l impulses; tlers ENS a tremendous FEOEEEK of divorces. In the beginning
the regime made divorce difficult, but later it became EEhwerme ocasier to get
a divorce.
A narriage should last for awhole 1life; I think people should take into account

“her things than sex too., I approve of experiment marrisges before Bne really
gots married to the right person,
Tot offficially, wut other#ise there wrs a lot. There wel'® many v omen around
who did not wor) and yet they had bsantiful dresses.

They were more ievere as far as busniness 1liRe prostitution was concerned, but

they were not 2’ all gevere against ather immoralities. Asa matter of fact, in

]
maternity ho.pitals one conld read the sigh which seid, It is the responsibility
e voman for
for /narri e SIEWE to bear children ana¥ it 1s an honer B and unmarried girl,
since
A% one t.me abortions were Very seriously punished. Later on, hwver, HEK
SEFK t. pay for She presnant mother while she souldn’t work, and after she

goul.n't come back o wikk, WECTEAEE to €ive her help to thkke care of her

cr.1ld was too expensivs to the government, abortieéns were not
forbidden lnter on.
40 seriously’ Ae fexr ag I am concerned, birth control has its

advantages and di-advantagon. The advantage of a lack of birth contSrol is
that it teaches people to be more responsible and ¢o acc.f.t the fact that a
ohild ie given by @od. An advantage of the birth comtrol/ that in certain
cases where women are too frail to bear a child the child can be taken avey.
But this question of birth control should be decided by every individual,

according to one'r conscisncs,
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Yes, it changeé a lot. There is no child who ip illegal. Hungarians still

do not look symma thetically upon unmarried moth.ﬂgm::'f.:; as the children

are concerned there ame no disadvantages for theu, wvhatsoever,because of the

2act that they were Born from ummarriedt mothers.

1 mot my best frisnd when I was 15 years old. Ha was a neighbor,

He is techhical designer.

He 18 36 a2nd comesfrom an intellectual family.

We used to do sports together.

!nzs;u!'w talked sbout politics, We tzlked aboul the Soviet Union, where he
was a prisoner during the war. 0ace in a newspaper there appeared a picture of

a swimming pool. in a city in the Soviet Union. K> happened to come back from
this ciiy and he said that it wasn't trve that thay had such a swimming pool there.
When he was asled by -arty vembers, well, what wa; in the eity, he said that thors
was famine and pesmrty. Firet they thought that 1o was organized in a gprosition
group, but they found thaf bk wasn't. Becanse of this incidené, hasver, my friend
could not get sny other smployment but in physical work. o
No, it didn't caange.

Yeo8, we are friends.

I value most faithfulrnss and honesty in a friend.

There was no pcselblity that eny of my friends beuome higher officiels in

the Yarty, but evem if this would have been the cise, I could never have
believed shat they did it frox conviction. I am ture that any friend of mine

who would have becoms a Party (fficlal would have helped me in whatever his
position made this poseible. Es woudd have lost mich of my confidence, howsver,
My fzther was & Calviniest, my mither was a Roman Ca‘holic, all the children were

Roman Catholics,
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As I said, my fabher differed from the rest because he was a Calwinist.
Ag for apifax ar I am concerned, God is present sverywhere, I bdelieve in him
as a punishing anthority and a loving father.
Perple became even more religious during the Communist rule thanthey were before.
One comld see how bad the alternativey to religion was. I became more religious

(z) denominations ndt.
too. In general all the were equally hafid. All the churches lost
their property and their schools. Still it was the Catholic Church which wae
hit most, then came the Protestant Ghurches, and least of all, the Jewish

themeelves

religious community since most of the Communist leaders wore/Jews.,i
Church going was male ditf::ult.( ¥hoever lived in Kispestidt went to anct her
nearby suburb to Gbuda to Ghurch, because he didn't vant his neighbors to know
that he is going to church . People couldli't keep even such a fact a secret
as that they send taeir children for religion lessons. The regime took care of ‘
disturbances of services in the churches by employing loudspeakers to announce |
Communist Farty slogans before the Shurches, Religious professions |Inn forbidden.
They interfered with religious life,because the Christien religion and the Communist
doctrines contradicted sach other.
They could not have stamped out religion from the heart of the Hungarians; they had
& better chence im trying to use the religion for their own purposes. The
Hungerizns are deeply religious people. They couldn't even stamp out religion in
the U.S.S.R. The Russians knew that by forbidding religious practices in Hungary
they would have evoked the greatest possible hatred from the !Inn_gari;:_.. Hungary
is an 3psseRe¥ apostolic people. There were importent religlous centers/for the
Protestent religions too. Only the Jews wers persecuted because they were hated.
It is written in the book of the Jews that they have to have some Christiesn blood
in the :aatzo'o! Passover. I don't like them either even though this is not gery
nice for s Christian not to like somebody. Here in the United States they |
influence everything with their money, They want to achieve world power through I‘
money. I never im sav in Hungary a Jewish taxi driver for example. The are all [
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business. During th s regime,when nobody who left the country was allowed to take

-® any of bis goods or money with him,the Jews could take all their mowbles to
Palest.ne i7 they wanted to go there. B80% of the AVH are Jewish. 80% of the
high officials are Jowkkh. 80% of the m‘nisters in the government were also
Josishe
Tae persecution wae mainly directed trward the leaders of the Catholic Church.
Fo, I couldn't.
When I travelled abwoad, as a sporteman I went to church every week. In Hungary
I attended church during the main 3038288% holidays. Thé% peasants went to
church every week and during every aolfiday. In the city theyouth went less to
chugch than the country people avi the elder people. During the main
holidays however everybody went o curch in spibe of the danger that this might
ruin onels oppoviunities
Toeted for one'’s joWor positioca.

sold not

I think that tho:: 3{::1-.- it/ SGxansrds themselves and they weremed popular
with the pepple FTTEEX
I know that the Protéstants ard the Catholics united im their opposition to
the regime, I neder heard, 'oweger, that any of the Jewish rabids would have
been arrested. Lt was obvius therefors thot while the Protestant and Casholic
tgl:rgy oppesed uzranimously the regime the Jewish rabbis didn't do aaything of

sort.
e BonE,

Religion means today evin more to the young peonle than it meant to their

parents. It téaches the: to have Christien patiencé and humility, readiness for
fight ‘geinok

sacrifice, and sa¥iafiad everything that is not humanitarian.

At the beginning nbody was nBearly as well off as the Jews. They received

back their lost fortunes and they were compensated for vhatever they lost

' in

during $he Nazi erz. In the government,they received the best positiong. E=
polifical, ecciomical, industrisl, and educational fields..Later on when

induatrial properties were nztiomalized the Jews who owned such properties
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hyyee*n*wll rocelvod excellent positions from he gogernment in the management
of those proporties. Christians whose property®i was nationalized were not
given pos?!onn in the nationalized induatry; they were regarded u.olau
stranger:. !
This rezime meant® for them their life. <Jherefore they started to YNy
without thinkingethe Communist ideolo;y. They wercready to forsake their
rel.tives who lived in Western couniries or in the United Sgetes in order to
sram faithfyl to the regime. It scimed that the Jews saw the security of

their owa might in the Hungarian Cimmunist Regime. The wholm machine of the

Hungarian Communist regime was Jewldh .

Since moast of the Jews were Barty wembers and most of them were dogmatic
Perty menbers they sav & countss? R velution in our Hungerian Révolution
and they certfilnly opposed it. Jevertheless, the first people who left fo?

~ the West anl came to the United ST, tes were Jews. These Jews who left early

during the igvolution left Hungary ,because they were afraid that the Revolufiton
might succred and they would bs made respomsible for whatever thqula they ?
were Party functionaries. Scue Jﬂaj”;zgu the Revolutiony during ; latest |
stagesrbe(auso they saw that tle regime did not lsave enoughf money and fortune
in their jroperty. They were airaid of beinz punished by the Barty,because they
wore very corrupt and committed !reude ;;5;;’;& tho Party,when they:ffilled
Party fuetionary positionst?

I would ipe then democrstic rigiiscbut o1ly if thsy bshaved accordingly. I
would weoch very carefvlly whethar they are going %o sell out our government

to Commuiists regines. Béla Kum, Horvath, lloria weré the most bloodthirsty
@owe. 2or hundreds of years the¢y on.y workel in busimess. The Communist ?
rogin: sscured other posibions for them. All the Jews in the world belongsd

togtler, They wart to secmme world power in order to prébect other Jewish

grups in other p.rts of the world. ‘he Jews love to live on bhe work smd
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sweat of others.

The groups who were the best off were the Commujiste, especially the leaiing
functionaries, the AVH members. lext to them there wer®d well-gualified artists
ead scientists and physicisma were well off. Next :ﬁ well-qual ifled
sportamen, then came the peasants, them the workers, and hatf:n the worst

positions vere the white collar workers.
sportenen,

sporismen,

I belonged to the .

I liked to belong to the

I would have told him $o be either an artist of a scientist,

An arist or asclentist does not have to take part in politicsand is affected

least by the smnomic policy of the nation.

I would have warned him not to sell himself to the comistgénd not tq‘.ko part
in any political activities. I would have warned him not to believe anything of the

Comrrunist promises and rely on his own cool judgment.

Only people from the working class, thet is from worker parsnts could havefone

to the above mentioned professions. They als0 needed TESI® talent for these

professions.
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I vas only interested in politics from the point of view of a Hungarian
Chet7stian. Ag a Hung-than Christian I wvanted to knov how $0 argue against
the Communists. I didn't take an interest in politics before this new
7egime came to power.
I was only interested as a Hungarien Christian. I wanted to know politics
well enough to be abdle to &rgue against the Bommumists.
I was only an onlooker as everybody who was not a Perty member. I hed to take
rart in compulsory seninarigm meeting as vell as political education. Everybody
had to take part in thosge meetings. Those compul sory meetings made everybody
haie politice,
Compared with other interests the interest in political development was very
mllj)z;xm. I had to mention thought that one had to think gabout politiol
and the terror of this regime whersver one went. Even in places of mmt
night clubs one had to $hink about it since only Russian music was played. The
Plega in the theater were full of politics. One was really compouoai to hate
this system,
I only participaged in the R_volutfion 29 of 195€.
- ?

- peopla . .
My interest in politics was just ~bout the seme as that of m surroundings.
No, this did not vary. ' .-
The first important group of grievances were those which were connected with the
human rights for freodom. Feople had no freedom of thought, freedom of eonsédence,
freedom of religion. If one was a churchgoér one had %hmw- to be afraid to be
thrown out of one's Jjob. Roligiotu peoole had €& alweys Arork more to mo!.vo

recaived.

the same salaries as non-religions peo-le The second
importent groun of grievances were those which were connected with the economic

situation of Hungary, as well as of Hungery's cultural demands. One eouid.
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satisfy one’s culturkl demands only if one took away from znother important
necessity, for exanple, if ome ate less oxpexisive food or w less expensive
clothing. ''or example, when I wanted to buy a nice Persien rug I had to pay
3000 forirts for it. (Interviewer®s nate-Biedermeir furniture mfmg
rugs wer: once the sign of being from a consolidated middle class . —tw
My mos? importent complaint would be IV, VI, IX, and X,; my leact importamt
compzaint would be IEE and VIII.
IV, ¥I, IX, and X.
IV, VI, IX,
Iv
X
vere .
Their main grievances . : - that
Speciricairy :
practice is far from the theory./ IV, IX.
One actuelly always kept that in mind. I-Jhe:;-eur one went one had to watch out
befors pevple cme didn't know
not to say thingsfwhich were against the regime '
For example, in the morning when I rode on the bus from Gé"d to Budapest I had
%o talk to my acquaintances in a very low voice, espscially vhen we talked about
our grievances. The same happened in the swimming pool where I took my exercises
with my fellow sportsmen.
One taliced about th se things vith one's ne-rest family members and one's nearest
friends.
One couldn't do anything sbout them. The supervision was so gfeat that nobdody
could help these grievances. One had to try to stay within the circle of
people one knew reslly well.
I sympethizedrith the smallholders party; I believe that they were right when
they maintained thet the land should belong to those who are cultivating 1it.
They advocated the Finnish and Danish agricmliural system and they tried to
organize such a program in the Hungarian agriculture. I wasn't $00 much

interested in pontics)homu; therefore I didn't become e member in this party.
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t)nlE;nm I toox part, that is, I listened to a spesch of Imre Nagy which was

node

3EB In the Smellholder's Perty in VAe. This wes in 1946. I 1iked the

break awey

speech of Irre Nagy and later on I was sorry that he did not ITEIETSISOr from
signed _

the Rusalani, and that he Pivad the so-cdled bdlood decisions. For = certain

extent I like the nationalization of big industry in Hungary, I was hoping

that the sorkers! standard of living would rise, ¥y hones were not fulfilled

howuver. I disliked very much the Russian occupation of Hungery. I sympathized

with evsryome who conspired ageinst this regime. X135 Everytime a , conspiracy

was wnasked and the conspirators triéd, the feults of the regime always appeared .

as ;
In 1/48 both the Social Democratic @md well es the Smallholders PartySSEE were

a‘bo_'.i.ﬁhed.. Only them we realized that the Communist regime had all the power
mQ:; hand. Until 1948 they received anyone who was ready to become a member
of the Communist Party. As a matter of fact they even paid poéflo that they
raould become menbers of the Communist Party. From 1948- ENS9¥ , howe ver, vhen
he regime did not heed §dditional votes for the establishment of its power
ay more, they dld not rec®ive everybody to bedome & :partym Vhenever
the rezime made soms sort of a drastic step or mistake,l u;f;;z;ing that the
Vestern world would intervene. For example, I hoped very much t'hat'thc
Mindesenty Mindssenty
Vestern Vorld would interfere when the trisl of ditpdzaatm started. e pe

#8 nany others,was simply taken by the perty and made a scapegoats

Mindszenty (the regi..)
on nim mistakes vhich the Party made. Through the trial of theff = -

€l30 wented to woalten the Reman Catholie Church. I had a very religious

.- Hindezenty
Foman Catholic friend who was compelled to hold a epesch against

Mindszenty going en,

vhile the trial of MEWEXORLY was still. H» had no choice,if he

wented 50 ksep his position and be able to support his family,.but to deliver

this ppesch. This sort of policy was very common during the regime. Whemewer

Peace bonds were igsued, such people who were knowa to opvose peece bonds or
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'who did vot cave about psace »onds were orderei to hold speechss and try
to pursuad. others to give money for peace bonis and to explain to others
vhat a waderful thing this was,

My fathe: aever belonged to a political party.

I was alwayseanti-communlss,therefore it was quit® logieal that t.h? closest
to s was no. 3, that I wae always against the rogine, This was not al-
to.ether true, however, becausze I favored the distritution of the great
Landholding.n;: Smallholder's Party tried the disiribtution of the land
after Danigh example in the ccunty of Baranya. I symoathized with f;he
Smallholder®s Party until it started to "make® war ¢riminals from guilty
and innocent alike. It was quite enoughﬁ that a Jov should sccuse someone
of having been a collaborator with the SS, the Smallholder's Party signed
the accusation and the accused person was gried ac ¢ sar crimiwnl. I much

liked
rather would have X¥zm to see the Smallholder's Paiiy to be dissolved than

Concluding
to see it compromising with the new regimeg. XBUBE | U3 WE my answer to the
g
question you asited,I should lize to say that !to 1'5;%33& was against certain
things the regime did; but I favored several thimg:/l" dld. After 1948 I

ot ¢
No, 1t dids™t. (This certainly seems to be contriiici ory.A.0.)

wvas agalnst the regime altogether.
hange.

T think meay peonle thought the same way ae I did. ‘te ruvle of the
aristocracy was disliked by 907 of the peonle. Sinc: 1945 everybody was
Judged equally. After similar work, everybody receirci similar ray, enry«-'
body had the same oprortunitier for advancement. It certainly was a good
thing to have distributed the sreat mamoth lancéhold:rg. “he population

liked this very much. They alco ;ttdtheﬁ natlionali::tion of the hig industry,
and hoped that the living stendard of the workers woild ris. I still main=
%ain that the lerge landholdings should not be in fev handsslut distributed

%0 persons who have agricultursl training and lmovlecgs. As “or the bi.l
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industry, it should remain in government hands. Such huge factories as
Manfired Weiss's factory as well as all the mines should remsin in government
hands. They should be independent from fereign capital, and should not de
exploited by foreigners. I don't mean to say that thers should de no foreign
cepital invested in Hungary, foreign capital would bring fresk blood imto
Hungsrian agricalture and industry, btut the foreign capital should not exploit
Hungazy. For axemple, if we should receive or buy agricultural msjichinery
from the United Siates we should not allow that all our supply of agricultural
machinery should éome from America, but we should maintairn a certain amoun§
of production of sgricultural machinery in Hungarian factories as well.
The population did not remain loyal to the regime at all. Between 1945 and
1948 ths regime succeeded in uncomering several conspiring organizations.
They tec:me more and more severc.in their search for oppositfon in the popula-
tior and therefore whoever uttered just ome word against the regime wils
imiediately arrested. Thése bloody examples were terrifying and frightening
/nd. people tried to avold trouble with the forces of the AVH and the informers.
The real power in Hungary was the Soviet Union.
Everything was done after Soviet example. While before we used to hawve
Ministry of the Induatry; after Soviet example, we had now Ministry of Heavy
Industry, Ministry of Middle Industry, and so on. Bgforo the new regime we
used to have one ministry for communication and transportation, but now we
Minisdry Ministry
had imdoedry of communication, imdmatmwx of the post office, etc. This all
was done after Soviet example. The two separate police organizations, the

blue police and the AVH were also done after Sovist example. Scout organi-

)
zations were abolished and in their place the Foung Pioneer organization
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vag estabiished. We knew that every mimistry is staffed by Soviet advienms.
Our factories had Soviet chief engineers. Our leading politicians were in
90% Soviet p#J/ citizens like Gero, R:{hoai. 2, etc.

In ex:cuting orders from the Soviet Union, or at least following Soviet
dir.ction, the Hungarian Communist Party was the power within Hungary. No
orier or decision could be made without the knoededge of the Party. In other

vords, eisher it was the Yarty who initiated certain order or decision, or

slsi the Party hed to aporove such an Anibiabdien initiative from someons else,
ment

The Party directed the government. And the governdfff and the Party directed
en. gave orders to the Police. Put since the #:};1100'1 Job wes in the line
of common erimes end not political crimes the blue police was not in really
wry close contact with the Party, Awpout 904 of previous aﬁ: pursued in
he polico were maintained during the new regime. The Pargy tried %o mix
into the affairs of the police, trying to give different considerations during
trials to people from worker's families than %o 'clau ntra.ngore:
The sovie’ Unicn ran the Hungarian government.
‘he role of the Parliament was to &pprove enthusiastically every suggestion
of {he Party and to vote for it ,unanimously.
The role of the elections was equal to zero. Whgigver was nominated by
the 'arty was elected. Voting was done in such a way thét whoever véded for
t2 nominees hed to place their names into an envelope. Whoever did not
wat to vote for the cendidate,did not place their names into the envelope,
it handed the'mhl;l?elope over ampiar to the people who threw them into the
70ting urns. It has to be noted that nobddy could put one's envelope into
t:;'n but ha.a. to hand it dver to some official who in turn put:;:n into the
urn. Everybody was afraid to hand in one's envelope empty because the people

wvho took them cversto vut them into the voting urn.could see whether the
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envelope was empty or nci. Therefore, the people who were against voting for
the candidates, 11> myself, put pieces of newspaper into the envelope
instead of the lis’ of thfa.nd.ldatu. Since after every election the Party
won 99% it was obiious thfat the envelopes which contained only newspmpers
were utterly disresarded by the Party members who counted them., In 1948
before the Part;f receivsd the whole power the Communists took groups of
comnistw;frf;from one place to the other im order to get as much Communist
vote as porsible.

(5e) ‘he loce’ government organlzations were composed mostly from Communist
Party sembers and therefore they received their orders from the higher
rarty organizations.

(54) Yra, thefe was a great amount of red tape. There were supervisory groups
working in each factory and there were supervisory groups in the center of
the heevy industry as well. Buresucracy was trememdous. And as to ped
tepe one bill had to de done in 7 coples. TWo copies went to the local
records. One copy went to the supervisory department, one cory went to

the commemeial cepartment, one to the production department, one to the
central record room, ome to the fffid} eonsumer or the buyer, and one to
the bookkepper.

(5e) Bribery znd graft were tremendous. I rememder when the palace
was reconstructed, to be made a so-cadled university city. A tremendous
amount of old and new building materials were stolen. Everybody cheated,

¥rom the director of the factory of the building mateials to the last
mason. If somebody needed a certain amount of bricks for some building or
reconstruction one just went t:/bund.ing contractor. The building contractor
asked 2 much larger amount of bricks for th*onatmtion he was doing and
sold for *ood. price the amount which he did not need. Peonle took:

bribes in meat distribution too. Many people were ready to pay




4

No. 136 "A" PRETEST SECTION G A0 Po bg

more for the meat, but receive it without etanding in line. %he butchers
therefore, used to put aside meat to be sold for people who did not etand
in 1728 end who pald e better prisce. Everybody was ready to make such
vasinesses, and as far s the meat @istribution was concerned, it was really
good because at least the beed producodl'gh the country was stolen before it

sould be shipped out of the country.

9 #
(5£) Only very good lzaders went into government service.
i it
(£2) Only very sood kaders went to be army officers and in afdition to them some

previous army o?ficers who were needed because of their military knowledge.
These latter officers haever, did never receive a commanding position. They
had advantages in receiving apirtmente wherever they were stationed, they
received a very nice salery ever since 1950. That was all as far as I
know.

(8) One could get into good schooln easier if one belonged to the DISZ, and
also one could be accepted to ihe universities. It was a very good recommends-
tion everywhere.

(6a) I don't kmow,

(6b) ng., And even if some wers compelled to enter the DISZ,they did not take it
seriously.

(6¢) Therre were similer orgenizations which tried to persuade people to join the
DISZ, as they vere =f the Party. To de a DISZ member usually meant only
that one's hame was on the list of the DISZ but nothing more. In 1948 and
1949 there was scme life in the DIS? but after the Party took the DISZ im

its hands end took 211 the initiative in its hands, the members lost all the
interest. I didn't have ;wmuract contact with the DISZ.

(6d) One couldn't argue ag=inst the DISZ. <This was too dangerous.

(6e) The DISZ hed no mete— influence anywhere. The
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members didn', have the right of decisions.

Wo, I did rot belong.

I could hsve joined 1n. 1948, they even tried to persuade me to joim, dut I
sald that I was too busy and I cannot take part im the DISZ.

No, g only fwmmrtkin that I aid not become a Party member.

Such pegple joined who hoped thet thsy would recéive some good position or

would Te accepted (o good schools and universities because they were DISZ

membersi.

It didn't dn a thing.

I don'ts koow.

The Party runs i1t.

To be . member means t» be ousted of wociety. People were locked upon as

if trey would have sgold themselves, to the devil. People who joined the

Pary were in advantage against those who didn't especially when they were

so-called rationalizabions. Rationalization was the lessening of the numbers

of officiels in governmental officefs, and therefore, the loss of jobs for

many officials. If somebody became a Party membery/ whose company used to

bé o’ people who were not Party mam'bm he was looked upon by his previous
compenions

frinds or sempenissras somebody who Mhprony.

Wivgsver is nominated by the "all-mighty" Party to be a Party member has to

Jir the Party. Nobody ecould argue &gainst that, since one was not allowed %o

Jay that one aid- not agree with the Party.

Idealist Communists as well as careerists want to become Party members.

From 1949 or 1950 there were only careerists who joined the Party. They

did not believe in Party doctrine but for the sake of their career they did

everything as they were told to do by the Party.

Party members have the right to vote in the Party, to elect the Party organs

and Party officiels, and they cen criticize the Party. ZThey can take part in
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direction of ths production. They could also tske part in the political
leadership of the countéry. All those which I just said were theoretical
rights of the Party members, but in practice all he could do was to approve
enthusiastically =nd vote for everything he was told to by the leaders of
the Party. ALl the local Party organizations were directed and given orders
by thé Bm;:.rsl Comnmittee of the Communist Party.

The member wcul( have o guard watchfully the proletarian power.? Other
glogens desc'ibing the duties of ghe Farty members were “"unify for higher
productivity.® or "Ve greet the lst of May by work competition.®

No, I can't (nink of anybedy. I only kmew people who left the Party, not
people who juined it.

I lmow of peiple who wanted to become z menmbersafter 1948 in order %o re-
ceive botte: jobe. Until 1948 Jehd practicelly everybody could becoms a

vae established and became
memder. Bu; once dhe power of the Comunist Party &

overvheluing, and the Party d4id not need additional votes any more JShane they
sterted ;o select the Party membders.

¥9, I did not belong, and I could not have belonged either. I was a
a;:-call.od westerner officer, that is I came home from wester war prisom,
and o.80 I wasa son of =a officer.

I ¢>uld have joined before 1948.

Wt moch, because I became a eportsman and as such I bad many adventages.
.dealist Communists joined the Parrqfa well as careerists who had certain
plens which Fhey could pursue only if they were Party members. The idealists
were however, < owly.throwa out of the Party and the ones who remained were
pecple with no good characters. They were people who were compelled to enter
tho Party. For exemple, I had an acquainénce who wanted to become a

mechanical engineer. Im order to be admitted for mechanical engineering
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siL. the vnlvereity ne ned %0 join the Party. Yov moast of the Party
menbers were :arserists and Jews.

Some people wure affected by enterimg the Farty, othere wers not. Those
saine circle of frisndas
peaple who renal ned in ¢he emmpm they used to be bafore they werd Rarty

in tkie <frele.
pembers becans ors silent/ Thay started to %elk 1o favor of things whieb

Lhey used to eritietza herore. fFor eraiple, [ kusw fwe Jews who nsed $0
woFk ab the agrartan glofes, whars | worked aw « shns. falors these
Jewe Besane Yomonuoist: Loy wsed (0 be pre-Amerdcilis.  Jhay used %o think

that Hurgary cesds Amevican help. As son a3 hsy became Farty members,
hiwever, thay thought that rungary does cob need amgrican help at all, thad
it could get alung very wakl By Lerself withf s the leadership of the Pargy.
On ¢very level the Pacty wze led by the Polshevik Farly of the Soviet Unlon,
which g:¥e the directions &c the more subordinate Farty organizations.

It had 1030% Laf.uence intv everyihing.

I+ dide't influsnee the police toc mueh. SBnce the political cases were
hindled by tke iVi ths Party gave ths orders conderning those cases $o the
A'H! moi to the police.

The Party tried %o educats the soldier in the Communist spirit. This 444
nut sueceed very cuch,hovever, bLucauge ihere wera quite a few army officers

w0 mpec. 30 Te army cofficers before the new regine and were not necessarily

Communints. The army was uo% very well armed Lsfoxe the Hungarian Revoluticn.

Ond.zy
,’ﬁi’ter ths Rgvolution were andy the sateilite couniries of the Soviet Union

aimed.

The trade uhlons were dominated altogether by the Party. “he traie unions
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protected tne interssts of the government versus the interest of the workers
insteed of doing the opposite thing. I think that the first thing to do
g %ais rogime will fall will De to reorganize the trade unions and to throw
ort all the Soclal Democrats and the Communists id it.

(7u) Tho religious organizations were sbolished. {Such things as religious

charity organizetions, Bible organizations.)

(8=2) I helonged to sport associations.
(8v) Ono could compete in sports énly if one belonged to a sport association.
(re) Other mass orgarizations I knew sbout.were the Hungarian Worker's Farty

(the Communist Party), the different trade unions, the DISZ, the MNDSZ,
ﬁm. (the Hungerian Sovies Corporation) the MSZSZ (the Hungariem Freedom
l';ghtorsl G ganization) and the many different sport associations. Ag
far as I'm concerned the trade unions as well as the MUDSZ were actually
the Party itself thought their members could be people who wers nét Party
members. The MSZSZ (the Hungarien Freedom Fighters A _sofiation) attracted
ite members by offering offiortunities to teach them flying, ariving. The
gport associaiions offered sport opportunities, but 2l 1 the organisations
I mentioned including the sport organizations were jffffd¥#s dissolved
inmediately as soon as the Revolution started. 2*he only organization
wiich did not didsolve was the MSZSZ vhich went over en _blog to the
Hevolutionarizs.

(8e) I belonged to tham sport association (previously I belonged to the
MAC sport ase ciation, but this was before the new regime.] I entered the
MAC in 1936, 2nd even at that time it was such an exclusive sport organiza-
tion that one had to prove one's chr:.;tian origin by proving that one's

grandperents were Christians too, &n handing in their bdirth cértificates.)
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The members were employees from the Mindetry of Interior, that is employees
of the police, of the fire department, and civil defense. The organization
was very large. It was a national organization. Thers was a special
division which was called the special qualified sport division where the
well quelified competing sportemen were admitted. I belonged to this
sporte division. The number of the competing sportsmen in this division
from Budapest were from 1} to 2,000 people. 41 of the other sports
associations were about this big too. This regime organized the sport

and physical eduncation reslly excellently, a similar organisation I saw

only in Germeny and in the Soviet sport organizations. Apparently the

Soviet Union wanted the Hungerian sport to B8 distinguished from the sport

of the other sstellite countries, befause Hungary received the most
subsidied for sport.

Only a nember of a sport association could take pai-t in competitions and
games.

I had to compete. I could use trulsfmus, sport equipment, end tralners
and after reaching good results in sport I could receive a job.

The sport association had to prove the superiority of the Soclalist #port
and Bhysicgal education above the sport and physical education of the
vewtern countries.

People were reslly good friends in the sport Aff¢jf association, as a matter

of fact, this vas the only place where one could come together socially

without talkinz or having enything to do with politics. FPolitics were |
not important at all. If one was qualified one cogld enter the group of

selected sportamen and be esent abroad for competitions, and games. Tnis [
|
!
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meant a great help fimancially %oo, because once one could go abroad

one could buy such goods vhich were scarce at home and sell thef for a
Consequently,
good price. zOf«gaurse everybody's purpose was to bde aimitted to the

selected group. The leadership t#ied to diminish this group to the
really very best sportg people. For example the sportg resulss,which

were to be reached by women swimmers to emter the select group,was sc
neant
high, thet in any other country such results would have RZmmm records.
" ]

The chairman and the under-chairmen of the orgemization were good kaders
they were placed into their positioms by the Party. Their duty was to
determine what sort of people should be in the orgenizatioh. From 1953
on, they tried to place such people om the head of the organizations who
finished the A/#dgh Acedenmy of Physical Bducation during $he new regime.
Most of the lsaders were Communist people from the ages of 36 to 40.
there gecret
Tes, ffi¢f wers/informers. Every sport association had an informetion and
propaganda department whose job it was to lkmow the political opinions of
a n
the membu-; and fo do the kader papers of the members. I was thrown out
xiasss Dossa
from the dsgsaxdé assoclation decanse of informers, informing on me.
Ho, it didmn't.

Since people belonged to this associations, by compulsion, noone felt
"Ferenc Veros®
very keenly sbout this belonging. For example, I slways was fefencxveres fon.

g8
even though I belonged to the Ravss assodfidtions. After I was thrown out

zZse
from the police and therefore, also from the Rawss I applied to be admitted

Ferenc Varos
in thexfapsmcxwames. They admitted me into their epe@t assoclation and also
gave me a job in a comserve factory. *
In general people approved mostly of th sport as:gciations even though they
thers toc.

would have liked to have had more freedom :
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Mostly the Hungsriar Worker's Party (the Communist Party)was disapproved of.
Psople thougkt that the HungarianOSoviet Association was a futile thing.
Robddy liked the Russians since every family wa ured one way or another
through the foviet Union. Omly WJewe were members of the Hungarien-Soviet
Association, but not Christiamns.
The DISZ wav never the center of Communism. The only real center and force
of the Jommuniem was the AVE and fhe Soviet Union.

youth
The Z®mew did not believe in anything. It waes not difficult to notice how
much: cheating was involved in education and the writing of textbooks. Some-
timos taxt'boeks,urittgn by Western professorsswere used in schools and the
sams books all of a sudden appeared under the authorship of a Russian writer.
For example, I {ound a book on syimming and diving,which I knew and read
bafore the new regime, I knew ttat it was written by Hans Ilf.ter. yet in the
new regime the hook was published under the name of Mazurow. When I wrote
a textbook nbou!, wwimming and iiving I was forbidden to::u.::t to my
Western sources, I was supposel to refer only o Russian sources.
Adventurers
Adzeoptovhatsx belonged to the AVH. ‘e
People wers recruited who were recommended FF P APLRISEFh the AVH by

[ ] L
the Party or &lse people who according to their pepers were good kaders,

and r&liable.
they
The pedjle who went to the AVH wers Jews, 2%wx joined the AVH even before
ot hly Then
they guve up their business fas sova as they amellod a d.e.nger all
other stly Proletars.

sorts off peorle without cheracter belonged o the Am./mmm
(Not nerious people who never too: eny responsibilidy and who would never

a long
work ‘n a jot for Bswe $ime, wvho hilong nowhere.) Some workers and

paasante were recruited too,




T

(10¢)

(104)

(11)

(112)

(11v)

(ilc)

Fo. 13¢ ®A" PRETEST °  SECTION G A0 “upo 73
1 don't thinic they were immume, but I knew that they were ready to F5F¥e
their mothers and fathers t00, and they did everything they were told to &
by the Party. They hed lots of privileges. There vere many sadists among
them and peopls who wanted to show off and be more than;g:;
T} think that the secret informers were even more dirty as far as mozals
wers concerned. There were some, however, who were compelled o work for the
AVH. T knew about a coupler where the wife was condidered to be g clerical
informer's

and her hustand was compelled to accept an Zofesrmerrrole bewams e he was told
that if he would not work for the AVH they would take his wife away. Once
a party memter in my f#@f#é/ office found an Englieh written pamphlet in my
briefoase, which I received from a Budhist sociely while askisg for informe-
tion about 2 strology. %o have such a pamphlet in one's possession, meant
that one was interested either in the Budhist religion or Hlse had some
comnections with the WWst. It certainly wasn't a very clever thing to have
such a pamphlet around. I wae almost compelled to do informer work bescausc
the person whe found the pamphlet thought that it would serve for evidence
that I was conspiring ageinst the regime. I knew, however, that there was
no such evidence in the pamphlet and I was not frightened.
My wife wees arrested, dut at the time when she was arrested she was not ay
wvife yet. 5he was arrested from Marchf 45 to Docember 1945,
Sheg was considered to be a danglr:ns person %o ihe developing Hungarian

or

democracy, since she used %0 work xmdtixa German firm, Seamen's.

My wifs was not t®ied, she was handled quite liberally and acquitted actually
Berend -

for a bottle of whiskey. She served together with the Rabdbi of Dersudxwho

s0ld the whols Jewigh community of this Sown to the Nazis.
In connection with the explosion of the Town Hall two of my friends were

arrestéd becanse they were suspicious. They were never tried and were
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releused nfter 8 monthe. Then I had a neighbor who used to be a captain
ir the cevalry who was arrested.because he didn't know or didan't want to
give the namesand addresses of his former comrades in the army. He was
not triel sither. He was released affer 3 months.
(114) The tws last casee impressed me most. I don't know too much $o tell about thsm.
(1le) Yes, I knew abhout some onme who was beaten up many times while he was in prison,
bit when he lofG be had to sign a statement that he was never deaten. Natural-
1y he didn't like to talk about it.
| (11r) All sortes of people from a2ll the walks of life wers arrested.
(115) Yes, they were. For example, in 1946 when the nationalization was
started, there were many purges. In 1948 the Social Democrass and other
non-Comrunist Party members were purged. Ia conmectiln with th.ﬁ trial,
in comnection with the Mindszenty trial, there were many purges. l?tlr the
premiership of Imre Nagy there were also purges, but not too many. <he
biggest purges were the ones in 1946 and the ones in 1948,
(12) I would tell him to keep quiet. There are no eccupatiomns without danger.

could have more privileges,
But scientists, artists, and sportsmen comiixakiouxdoxthemsedwesmomes could

live more freely than others.

(13v) Tes, It does.

(13¢) Yes, they can hslp, depending what one wante to achieve. To receive an
important poritSon ome has to have good connections.

£124) I9s, naturally, good chass background helps. It is impossidle $o conceal
one’s background or at le:st it is very difficult.

(12¢) Igs, many things can be bought by money.

(12¢) Yos, one can avoid certain difficulties, but not everything.

(12g) The middle pezsant and the intellectual as well as the clsricals get much
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o;sior into trouble than other people. The onss who have the least chances
to get in%o troudble are the Jews.

One was most likely o get Jjustice at the pdlice. 7The police, hewever, after
having completed the investigations of some case has o hand the case over
%0 the courts.

“he two other instituiions hated the AVH. The AVH tried $o mix imto such
things which telonged purely $o mm and whemever the AVH mixed imto
the bushness ¢f the police, the report of the AVH was accepted rather than
what of the police.

I don't know sbout that.

Yen, there were fiffafi/ fluctuations. In 1948 for axample, the terror -

was very great. It relixed somewhat after the 5 Yoers PAYA Plangridxrdld
lattor

not succeed. iho governmert wanted to comceal thig/ fact before the population.

Thon came the premiershiy of Imre Nagy. At that time and after the death
of Stalin as well as after the 20th Congrens, the terror relaxed.

Tes, m"é?'& fa flourishing ecomomically and politically.

‘he Soviet Union was tae ruler o}}']ﬁuwarim affeirs.

The important and maia decisioms weref made in Moscow and$ omly the details
weTe decided in Hungary.

Ons could see after the 20th Congress. It was known o everyome.

I saw thie maialy in the ecomomic life of Hungary. The Soviet orders

were not given directly, but only in gerosal terms. It was obvious however,
that the Party tried to get rid of every such individual who would oppose .
or meke difficult thé implementation of »rdere which came from Soviet Russia.
I$ is possible that many orders were maie by the Hungarians themselves.
Yes, I had cortact with Soviet persommel, bui only when I wae an accountant
in the knittirg,-weaving factory. The director of the factory wade Busslen

woman who was preftiy ,but utterly untriined in managing factories. In many
- i
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othor factiories, I know that there were Soviet managers, Soviet xprRefesxkomsd
BaSakax and slso Soviet industrial administrators. This Russian persomnel
tried %0 ::::::: Hungerian industry after Russign example. These people
wore well traimed but they imitated very much western Europeans in their
dress and clothing.
(15e) 17 was mostly promouncsd in political and ecomomical spheres. Least it
#as promounced in art, even though they gave genercl direction o art too.
Ii;:;boauiblo however, that & nce their own art was not developed or rather
they dida't have definite direction for art ,they jusé couldn't eliminate
wastera influvspce umnless it was promouncedly against their politcal convie-
tions.
(152) Soviet advisers and Soviet personmel were ASfg{f) nssigned to all the key
industrios of Hungary like steel industry, miniamg industry, oil industry,
gas indusdry, znd fine mechamies. Im this "big pecce camp® the Hungarian
uraniém and g t¢el all were exploited by the Soviets. So was Hungarian
food productiok and also all sorts of industrial products, which were made
to supply other Soviet satellites.
(162) N9, not st all. According to thdCommunists everyene who is mot a Communist

4]

is an enemy. ¥verybody had to behave as if one was a friend of the
differently

Communist Party even though they thought and felt entirely &¥ieremnt from
that.

(16b) Waen I returneé from war prison I didn’t go to ge: my diecharge from the
ermy. I didn't want the army to know that I came back from western Eurepe.
They found 1: out, howvever, and when I was forced o go and get my discharge
I wvas aked whother I loved the Soviet Union. Na%:lrany. I had to say that
I did. 7This was the time vhen they made th:m papers for the former
cfficers.

(26¢) Cne could find it out very easily,with whom ome could talk homestly and



(164)

(16e)

(7%)
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#i#{ vhom ome t'0uld not trust. "

One f¢fifl conld talk honestly about mistakes which were made by the KE“.

For exampls, one could ssy how stupidly the West behaved in letting Communist
Chima ge% to such a power as it did. One could talk about juvenile delin-
quimey ‘a the United States. Ome c¢ould cot talk, however, sbout the FMFffif
faultsr and mistakes of the Hungarian er Soviet regime.

One ;ould talk more frankly during the Imre Nagy regime. If ome criticized
on.'s boss this was & desiroying critichsm, but if cne criticized someone
vi0 wae lower in rank than himself %his was 2 duilding criticism. If one
has good connections one can disobey lawa. Vhich laws or orders can be
diaobeyed ,depends om the times and circumstances. As a matter o?&aﬂt there
wre very fev lawe made in the past 10 years, only crders. Some of those
(ders which could be disebeyed were: for example, whoever leaves one's

Job voluntarily émnnt be employed otherwise only thmeugh the state place-
ment agency. %o be employed by the state placement agency meant that one
received very odd jobe for wvery low pay, and even though oae had guite an
important positiom before ,ome could not choose ,but accept whatever the

placensnt agency gave him. Imployers, however, trying %o help emplegees

would zarely put on the paper that they left voluatarily or because of dis-

satisfaction on the part of the smployer. -he pegime itself did not keep
its own Aaw ard ordor,beoa:ua there was auc.i a law that only those prisonsrs
could be taker to forced labor who were comvicted. 4he regime took anybody
even before their trialt;rorced labor. Pezsantsfft/ tried and in many cases
susceeded mot %c hamd in as much products as they were supvosed to.

I didn's have to protect my imterest ,because being & sportsmen I had quite
a few advantages. Omce I aid luccoed?::7;;tintoresb when the govermment

wanted to publisk my textbook about diving in a series of systematic

studies,instead of & textbook. I simply did not hard in my material as leng as
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they dide’t promise me to pudlish my Bock a2s a textbook with my name as
the author.

Yes, he can do that, 1f he has good connections.

There is an equalizing committee (Egyeztetd Bizottedg)which deals with such

complaints. Ia transferring somebody to another city or offices there is a law
to

20t to transfer one #m a lower position than he has held before. If one
feels that one received lower prosition by being transferred ome can ask thaf
his caso shoild be examined. Ome could bring one's case even as high as
Commitéee Of Reporte /
the CTRAETES:FFTTFERoL Rgkosi. Ome could go to this committee with all
sorts of claims. We called it between ourselves “the informer ministerium.”
(Spicli Ministerium).
Egyestete
Bvery worker could go to the equaliszing comni ttee. (HeFoateserBisotteag).
This committes, however, did not tfansfer a worker sven if this worker could
hzve gottem 2 botter job and a better paying job alsewhere if there was &
need for this worker at the place whers he worked.
One coulda't dof eaything about that. This depended utterly om one's family
background.
Spartly
Only smar$ people could get ahead., one who could navigate gif/fit%y among
orders amd laws. One had %o know exactly hov to behave in all sorts of
different and difficult circumstances.

Many tra’ned nern left their jobs .decaunse they did not want to work for the

Commuaist regime. Only them they returned to workwhen they saw that this

ogine 13 hero to stay for some time at least. At the beginning, scientists
and artists op osed the regime $00.8 After 1948 egen the workers and the
poasanta were in the opposition. The workers made peer work wherever they
could and the pecsants did not enltivate their land vherever they could .
Agter 195 2 there was "work slowly" govenment. fhu n:nn:lﬁld passive

oppesition. It wesn's erganized,yet everybody knew that it existed. After
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the Nagy regiao people tried 5o do sabotage. The #ep movement (national
opposition rovenent) started at that time %oo.
(18b) The peop'® who were most hostile to the regime were the peasants and the
vorker;. They were the people w.o could do something about their oprosi-

tion. If the worker did mot work well and the peasant did not cultivte his
z %0

1s2d this was all harming fthe regime.

(18¢) 7ae lesst hostile grouss were the white-collar workers. <hey were the
pecple who could be mostly influenced. 2Jhey didn®t have any professions
and therefore they didan't have much choice but te do their work as they
were %1d to. They did feel opposition however, because they were from
intellectusl families and they understood what theéregime meant. m:
teird to cheat the regime wherever I sould. “hen I werked in the conserve
£e,%0ry 1 made allewences for the peassnts and they in their tura gave me
redt or vegetables or evem meat from their pork. For example, if a

prasant made a eontract with the conserve factory to haad im his tomato
from a certain sassowbzaf field and having made the contract did not
have to hand ia products to the government, I and my collsagues were
suposed to see that he really hands in the to#mte he was suppesed to. If
the peasant however had en exceptionally good year aadvery nmice tomatoes
whieh he ecould sell for a very good price om the market, and he asked me
o overleok his contract or at least partly ktaxcanimast,.I oforloohd it
tomatoes
amd let him teke his Somztemto the merket. I didn't care if after that he
bought some very poor quality tomate and instead of the good tomato handed
it in to the conserve factory. Imn turn I received all sorts of products
from the peasent and could be sure that whatewer happened,or ia whatever
%rouble I got they would help me.
(1sa) It imcreased.
(199) it was rather a personal matter. No groups were orgmnized, but people
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knew frov each other who belonged to the NEM organization.

Tes, 7 heard about oppositions withinm the Party. I heard that after the
desth of Stalim there were differemces im the Farty. Rakosi was epposed
then. Under the regime of liagy some artists writers and studems st-rted
to orgenize. “hen Imre Nagy ams disposed of thim ceased to exist. This
organizatiom, however, again came to being in the spring of 1986. Tibor
Dory and Lukecs were in this organizatioh. Im Aughist this org-nization was
vory strong.

The oppesition criticized in meetings as well as im writings.

ghaﬂ Bere many pelitical jokes. Ome of them was “"Work or join us.® (‘hat
moent that if you join the Farty you don't have to work for your salary or
vice versa. )

Peeple turned down flactories or graim fields and children hated to study
Russian and did not study. The teachers could not fail them for this
would h:zve been admittance of failure.

Egpecially after the death of Spalim there were such disagreements. There
wore peéple who wanfed to execute the Lenimian 1deolegy im epposition with
the Sgalimian ideology. ghen\m also such epposition dimds there were
pedpls who waauted Marzian and Engelian ideolegy, cnd others who wanted
Leniniar and Stalimian idealogy. Fo difference belween the Leainian

and the Steliaian ideology was that while Leminm did mot mind to have co-
existence Stalin was always preparing for :.::rs m “m he
wes just afraid 6f the capitalist countries. The Marxian and Engblian
iéeology maintained that &u&timmaﬁo‘ of the iadustry, &
standard of living/ of the workers should rise put the Sbalin Léminian
8deology instaad of ralsing the standard of living of th; workers invested



No. 136 SA" PRETEST SECTIORE G AO P. 81
the industrisl gaine into military &7iFePyX production,
(19m) No, ne cpposiiion could De organized. Whatever the students vanted to achieve
they alweys trird %o achieve it withis the framework of the regime. For
example, they wanted éloser contal;a‘s with the ‘nt. but they never dared or
nsver mma downfall of th~ whole regime. -
(191) The ones who were least afrail among the studenmte, sterted to organize after
they sew thr|tho Soviet culture 1s the least developed im the whole vorld.
In the Petall &mﬂm and writers wanted to free the Hungerian
artistic s)irit from the Soviet infhusmce. For example, writers fought
against haripy; to write in every book a great amount of Soviet propaganda.
In every fict.on the /illaim had $o have Western Eurgpean sounding names
waile ite heries bal. to hove Ruesian sammding names.
Somnmep!: AfSor dig:aseimg this chapter the respondent expressed his views
on hitorical develvyueftt. In connection with the Smsll holders Party with
whiri he sympaih’-el fuv a wvhile.he explained that perties and leaders
ar.8e as a r.8ult of the pvossure and will of the magses. This way he ex-
selne? ¢he Tise of Sséllasi vho, es he explainmed it,organized his party on
th- suggestion of the Ministry of the Imterior im ordsr to substitute Jewish
Jasinessmen with Christien businessmen, and this way to take away the pover
of the Jews Inr Bung=ry. Z%his was a very good and noble patriotic purpose,as
far as he was corcerned, and 1% certainly m’hwﬁu the great
masses im Hungary wanted such a development. If Scallasd would not have
gono %o the extremg it would have deen a very good party. Hitler toc rese
because the masses wanted him,, .?&did. Mugsolini. vuhen I asked the re-
spondent whether those people were not dictators rather than governing by
the will ef the mas:es, be said that would the peeple have wanted to die-
Pose of them, they certainly could have disposed of them. The respoadent ox-
Plained tha8 ths president of the United States too was raised to power by
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the will of tho pesple just as were muexpd Museolini. Always those
people rise to pover who are most wanted Dy the massés. Hitler did uany
good things for ihe Germans, and his big mistake was %0 think that he
could partially oxtinguish the Jews. He should not have started that or
elee he shouid knve elimimated them emtirely. A.B.
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I listened

%o the Free uvxups broadtasts, the Voice of Americajf anc. I also got infor-
mation while I was travelling abroad as a sportsman.

Froe Europe and the Voice of America,ms well as BBG were ‘he most impor-
tant.

The next most important soures of informz‘;t:lon wae news I herd from friends
and acquaintarces.

I read the Austrimn and Hungarian sport newspapers. Tne Austi\an spert
newspaper was ths Sport-Echo. I read those emce or t;ﬂ.ea & weetr as they
ap 'eared. _ometimes I read the English Dally Worker.

I read the Bport papers once or twice a week as they appeared ke Daily
Hoxkar. however, very rarely.

I was interestoi in the sport news ae well as sport theeries. I read the
Dally Voricer for western news but since I found i: %o be entirely jg/Pé
pro-Soviet, 7 could not believe its news, From time to time I read the
information blletin of the Amrican Embgssy which I suppose contained

the same neus roadcasted on the Voice of America.
Inmsral[roaﬁthofontgnnmuwollnthemturalmmwm
news.

I read the edijoriales of the sports papers.

it vhen

I liked #umif the newspapers gdfffidh contradicted or oppesed the Soviet
systen.

The most interssiing features were for me the proof about Soviet lies.
Yes, they we:e .

vall filled
The yur papers wore PiZd with mostly local news, but they contained foreiga

nevs end domestic political news as well. The latter were taoken from newspapers,

eepecially from the Sabed §ép. I thought thet the local news was guite
valueble decaunss it Drought out the local problems, &com have
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reflectsd those problems even better would tha';ln; papers not have deen
directed By the Perty. They could hawe created interesting discussions.

Yos, I saw Joreign publications whensver I travelled abroad and I read

mostly the sporda news.

vhen I travelled abroad.

I thought that they were freer than our publicstions. They did not have to

follow o definite line and direction as our publications have.

I went f.0 the novies sometimes even twice or three %imes a week, depending

on hew many good foreigam films ';a performed.

I preferdsd to see foreign ﬂi:or such Seviet filfme which were not filled

vith ropag nda. Yor example, I lilked very much the Ruesian film Romeo and
w.iet,

Jrom among Hunzarien or Russian films there were no films whers there were
70 m c%n;?:l?'oame home from the workskop and factories and went to
the movies and here they sow again the workshéps and factories, but fais

wvas the social tendency in Hungary.

I loved %o see good films,

Moet of the films I went to see were foreign films. Fremch, Italian

English, Czech, or Belish.
npixdrectbne I want to see foreign fun;;ll t:r:lic?faﬂy liked drama,

Yes, I went to sse only classic plays.

I went to the national theatre (Nemzeti.) and to the opera. I wemt about
three times a month. We hai 7 se2eon tickets in my family. We had3 season

tickets to the opsra for my wife, my daughter, and myself, and had 8 @eason
tickets in one theatre and two in another for my wife and myself.

T don'® think that 1t changed. The regime was very careful in not siowing

my plays which would have been in opoosition of the Party linme.
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I ready many elassic dooke and at the boginning of the regime, I rezd also
Commemist books in order to get acquainted with whatever they wrote.

I read about 30-Z5 a year.

I road the Hungarian Fhapgody by Harséayi, I resd from Dumes, Cromin, Upten
Faglayev.,
Siaclair, Somerset Maugham; I aleo read from Sughige from Tolstol, Sorkpf

on
Thea I read some works af peychoanalysis, astrolegy. geography, and meta~

i
physics. I yjl read from Irvin Baktai, from Sigaund Freud, Volgyesi, Weiningos,
Jules Verne,

Heslopi, Bramtcm, Coué, etc. I also read Swift, Dickens,/Wsiew®, otc.

I was intorested im psychology amd im sciences especially related $o astrelogy.
ent. :

This was my hobtdy. Fietion I read for emusenfl/ I liked especially travel
boeits, medicael fiction, and historicel novels.

exchangs
I uaed to go to antigue dDookshops and look around for dooks, TEEERESSY my

eupEplaliyxabout any science, I Pgad also

the Books to which this booir referred.

Tos, it was quite difficult to get books. The book of Bremton and Baktai were
vory difficult to get hedd of. I had to tzy for months and months. People
@id not like tc lend books, or sell them befamse books published befors 1944
reprosented frec literature and therefore tremendous value.
The Hungarian radig /only listenad to music.

Wo had o f$léff Telefunken 3 plus $ dulds.

I listoned to the Hungariam vadio, to the Voice of Anerica, Free Burope station,
EBC, Momte Carlo broadeasts, Parisien droadoasts, axd Viemna broadoasts.
Free Furope, Lendon, Paris,

I listened in g2noral from one %o § hour a day.

I listened at homs.

I listendd particularly to music.
Yes, I listemed to foreign stations.
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I Listened to BEC, Tree Europe, Voiece of Americs, Pcrisian, and ¥lienna stations.

I wented to hear Yoreign news.

In general, I listened from 7 to 10 in the evening '._Ecept when there was some
particularly iateresting event going om like the E::{; trials, Mindssenty

trizals, ete. In the latfer cases I used to listen 0 all the foreign commentaries
I could ge' hold of.

I shought that the foreign stations were wery well ‘nformed (at least I hed

lieved it then vhen I was in Hungary.) Now I have .. somewhat differenmt

epinion about these broadéasts. I think that they wenied to encourage our

opporition against the regime. At thé time when I .istened to them im

Hun;zary I believed and I hoped that the West is onl’ waitimg for am opportumity
to intervene and help us against the regime, todey | kmow that this was aot
trae.

liaay times they were very well informed. They gave commentariee on very

recent events. *hq recelved their news very fast. 1% happened that we
received Fungarien domestic news faster from foreig: broadcassts than threugh
the Hungariem radic. I thought that BBC was the no:i objective of the foreiga
stations.

o, I didn'e go.

Az & sporteman I didn't have to go to political meetings. At the dDeginning I
wen® howsyen only to ses what they were like. They were organized from ths
beginning, even those things were decided when people had to give an ovatioa
and who sbould ask and what. Jothing could have bemn decided in thoss meetinga.
Even not zhout sporis.

Does not epolye

I went enly at the very beginning.

¢ The meetirgs were always about current eventm. Wiea the natiomalization

Rajk
started ihoy wsere about nationalization, and during the RiyYk trials they
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eporteman. He knew that as a comrade in sports I wo 1d not make trouble for

him Because he gave out such imformation.

It wes from f§ 6(Fto 70% reliadle.
In general, they were guite accurzte news, sometim¢s |3 happendd that false
rumdurs entered into them. It happened many timee t).\3 people thought thas
vhatever they heard from #ﬂhiﬂ‘ﬁ# fhene sourcce wure false rumours, but
later they turned out %o ﬁ‘;et:n#cur.wy For example, we t/.0ight that the ratiomali-
zation (streamlining of W?W wvhen many peeplc .cut their jobs) was just
rumour. It turned out to de true heowever.
I heard rumours that inm Westera C‘armany the tharim'z. irny divieion called
S¢. Leszle division and also ths [lungarian gendarmes wire ready to fight
egainst the Com.unist regime.
I heerd those rumours everywhers wbere I wemt.
Pecple talked abeht nm. ic pri'-mto; houses and homee
Tes, there were such people, especially sports peeplc who travelled abroad.
I was one of them, and I met othors in the swimming ol and ald sorts of
sport competibiens.
We would discues it especlally .in the swimning pool. Av a matter of fact,
this was our working place.
Yes, there uﬁrlo .ss!ufh people.
Yes, I road WWEM publications, leaflets whidh arrivad in Hungary in delloons
from the United Sgates, the information dulletians of the ‘merican Embassy were
also legal news, 0\&
I didn't have to go anyvhere. ‘his nows Juet got cr:und sonehow.V I listedied
to the radio or spert yeople who came home from abro:d.
I listened to the radic, %o the sporte news, and read ihe sport papers. For
a long time the sport papers did mot write at all about Western spert news

and records. Until 1952 no Western sport records apocared in the newspapers .
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(%¢e) I had friends who worked in the Mimistry of Economy or were high officials

in government owned projects and factories and they gzve me informatiom. I

had & friend who was the chief accountant of a great Zoctory hm: and
another friend who was chief engineer in a steel facicry, another who was the
chief agronome im the Ministry of Agriculture.

(10)a I dida’t Believe a thing which I read in Humgarian nowspapers. 1 learned it
as everyone else,how to rend from behing the words. “he newspapers contra-
dicted themselves too, im order to make things even more ridiculous. Fop
example, in the same newspsper, ome could find two different articles. I re-
member reading in the same newspaper an article about the problem whether
Hungatry should sell $o Yugoslavia agricultural machinery in an inexpensive
price and in the same newspaper on antédher page there was an article that
Hangary could not evem supply itself with agricultural machinery.

(100) Daring the regime of Haallt was more reliahle. After the fall of Nagy it re-
lapsed If jusdg.
dasedragain, except for the Szabal e

(100) Most reliable information ome received from the BBC =ni from ome's friends.

(204) The B3C was considered the most trustworthy, the Hungarian newspaper m:/

(101) No, I havea't read the Iredslwi w

(1) Tes, 1 think they tried hard.

(11a) Everyhody tried.

(11p) There was no such persom.

(13) I gﬂ# received most of my infcrmation from friends cnd through the BEBC as
well. as cther foreiga stations,

(122) This was the most reliable nevas.

(12v) I bod couriers who brought mn news from other cities than GSd where I wes
during the Revolution We sleo listened to the broadc. st of Free Eurepe.

(12¢) Tos, I knew quité woll whot was happening in otherttowns.

(13) Tge, I knew abeut thogel
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(132) If kmew 7rom prisonsrs who ceame home from “ussia. I aiso knew that there
were forced lador comps in Hungary. I knew about mmral’nd: camps in
Kasincharciks, Soskute ,
Hungary. Ome in Orssslan, Varpalots, Zemimchensiion:iasimfs Vac. I lmew
about i'.h colenel >f the gamdarmes who was two years in a forced laber camp
in Vas after he vis sent back from Russia and durirg theee two yesrs he could
ack iot his fami'y know that he was in Hungary.
(12w) I dop't think that there was such & thing, but I cculd imagine that the
oviet Union wculd use germs in warfare.
(13¢) ‘e Eugsians mst have started it in order to £ind inf)rmation about new
armament of the¢ West. This war was similar to the Ru'miam-Finnish War.
(134) Fajk was guilty as a mimister of the Interlor. He wasi't guilty, however, i
ubat he was aciused of while om triadf This was o so-(plled wiadow trial.
(12¢)  “he resrmment of Germemy is important from the point o view of the e
;aatploltuhmﬂ of the equillidrium of Burope. It ir well-knowa that the
most developel military strategists in Europe are the G‘:'nm- the re-
armament of the Germans will be very advantageous %o the .ATO against the
Soviet Union, At the same time it is impertant o be coref(l in not allow-
ing that Germen militarism should develepe to such an exten: as $o endanger
the independence of other Eurepean nations.
(122) Ve thought that West Germany will e helping Bast Cormany im sihieving
independence. At the time, we thought that this might have beem sarting
point for a new world war.
enizrés
(13g) ‘As far as I see it, the work of the is not taken seriout\y by the
imericans. The truth is that mm;:cmot do as good a job because
they rival among éach other representing differen: political tremds. I don't
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think that they are doimg thejjob Atmixthey are supposed to.

1 taink that the main migsiom should be the information of rmm ggvorn-
ments about Hungarian affaire, the disclosure of the injustices comnitted
lgalmtthmhﬁomﬂl‘.wl“l'tmm-_p
grants have the right %o mix eotively into Humgarion domestie affalye . nay
mmmmmtmmwuuupw-hu”
the leading positions in Hungarian politicel 1ife. They have ne »ight to &0
that. They have to realize that they are faxr awey from Hungary's internal
umr.m:rtnm-muawnmmmntw;mmm
mneunmmvhofou&tﬂ:MMthrmthmm
leading positions and not the emigrés who are looking on from here. Weo were
vmx-‘n:huunmonuw the roles played by such eminent imnigrants as
Anng Sutitx laﬂncbmumahn'lmtm-umuﬂu
pmuoutommummnmotmmmumnmm
people. Instead of doing eo0, mm.amtmmmmmfum-
oan help apd interferenss and when to Hungerians here she greeted the=

arga,
with the Communist greeting. Iaia FSEER, too, caused EFEERgisillusianment.
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all the
I would abolish the whole Communist regime and system and would abolish ¥ESX
functiore=

FEDTIELUNTY SRLUERAL the Communist apparatus. I also wanld announce the
illegality of the Communist Party. A% the same time, however, I wouid give
permission for the functioning of other Parties. I would put to an end the
forceful eollectivization. I would dissodve the AVE. lobody nu{ 4 §ERE
beiil forced to deal with politids. I would £ree fron the ;?‘“ of the
government those induetrial and agricultural plants vhieh have no reatability.
I world put an end to the iron curtain. I would dissokve all the Communist
orjans and I would put %o an end all the conditione vhich stand in the way
of freadom. Dirccted art would have to be abolished. The limisations forced
ugm the churches should be removed. Forceful deliveries, forced labors,
guld aleo be abolished. I would put am end to the limitations in choosing
oe's profession. I would do everything to establish freedom and independence
in Hungary.,
- would keep the sport organization of the regime, the social security, the
distridution of the great landholdings, and the naticnalization of the mines
ané. dig industry plants. I aleo would keep the uniform systemf of book-
keeping of the banks.
Yee, everybody should be free to organize political porties. This is one of
lavs of the rightsof human freedon.
The right to organize parties is one of the rights of human freedom.
dore people can see tore. More political parties will haveuors programs
anc. from each program of each poliiical party something #ill de useful for the
government's prog;.-us.
Only Communists should not be allowed o organize a political rarty. It is
proved b now that Communism is mot f£it to survive.
Yoe, everybody should be free cxeept for the Communists. The humanistic
righte for freedom have to be ziven to everyone. As far as Gomauniem is



=

(3v)

No. 136 ®A® PRETEST SECTION I A0 p. 92
concerned, hovever, it ie already preved mothing good doss @ome out of is.

It i2 a vandalism.

The Communists proved already that they take advantage of freedom and are hars-
ful for humanity. It is proved that the Communist thoory camnot be realised
## rather that it c-nnot survive and the Communist systems only exploite the

0.
peepl | dotrimental
Nobody should be forbiddem to say things that &re to the state. It

is quite poesible that there are things which should be changed in the state.

there are existing governmentsff which shouid be criticized really severely as

the
/| government of Franco, the people's democracies, and some governments in

Central America. (He meant Southi and Central America). Freedonm of speech
and criticism ehould actuslly depend on the form of the governmment. If there
is an ideal democratic government then opposition and criticism can be very
useful. More people see and know more things. If thers is a real democracy
only useful things can be accepted and no faction car take hold of the peower
of tho government. Egen Communists and neo-Fascistz can suggest useful things.
If one Party gets $o 2 pover then it can forbid other pseple to critiecisze

and democracy is abolished, as well as progress stopped. I could give examples
thot even Commumiste cen giive useful suggestions. In campaigning for votes
for their Party they might sugsest the raise of worker's pey. The govemmment,
Just to silence them,might really raise the worker's psy. Summarizing my
answer to your gqueation I think that if the form of government is democratic
then freedom of speech should be allowed.

According to the primciples expressed as the answer Zor the two previous
questions and in normal circumstancee, all peeple should be free to car-
ticipage in msetings. If there are some special cimcumstances as some sort

of a crisis, @anger of war, then extremésts should not have the freedom to
call meetings. In any other case everyonme should heve thef} adove freedom.
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Exeept for those Communists who adhere to the Soviet Union. Those Communists
who adhere only to Marxist principleg but not to Leninian prindfples should
have all freedom to call meetings.

their
As 1 said befcre, the Communists proved that ahe systems can not survive and
is harmful to humanity. The same things were $rus concerning the r‘-d.n

system.

I think this is extremely important atd belongs to “he human fights for freedon.

I would emecept from this freedom the extremists likc the fascists and the
Communiste who adhere to the Soviet Union. The other factions and parties
liice theBemooratic Barty of Socialist Party or Christian Demecratic Party

did not prove yet tImizMImpIIERERIPETNES that they cannot um'rl.ve. ‘he

I‘alalnt and Comuunist Parties proved thefd latter. Iven Fronco admitted that

his system was no good, and allowed that after his death a monarchy should

replace his government. The Soviet Commdnist system, the People's Democracy
should be sbolished. Egyerybody should bs informec. how horrible this system
£a. Gomms::lt itself would change. For examplc, the Fremch changed their
minds EXIBL about/ﬂ?mu.n!.m ever since the uprising: in Posnan in Germany

and especially after the Hungarian Revolution.

Against a government which does not represedt the pceple and which forbids

tham freedoms of the human rights,an armed uprising is justified. Mifj

‘he signs of such mm:e imprisonment mthou.t trial, lack of free-

dom of speech end press, a situation where thepd wﬁplo can lose nothing, but

their o.haina, nﬁg in the Hungarian Revolution.

Yos, I favor such a control.

A great amount of people are employed by heavy industry. It is not right
that private owners should do speculations with the existence of small
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peaple. !Zf If for some reason such a piant loses iis renSability for some
time a private owner will send the workers away and will cause unemployment.
The government can ksep the workers employed even if it loses money and cam
wait for the time when the plant will have its remtability again. Such im-
portant industries like the development of the atomic powerg should also be
state controlled. “he United Statéds atomic power 1s state ceasrolled, because

it represents a great force in the hands of the goveramont. When such commodities

as gas and electricity, railway, post office, busses should also bde controlled

by the government because those services are the esseniial part of the living

standard of the nation. Private people would do speculation without comcera
for the public welfare.

State ownership could be tundor private direction while private owned plants
could be state controldadj ?ﬁ' ezample, & corporaticmwom partly owned
by the state yet controlled by the state. This case can happen if the
state is the largest shareholder. A protested forest or a national pask can
not be owvned by a private persom since those properiies do not yield an in-
come, Only the state owns such property.

Private profit is not bad. I think that private risz is a very important
power, '%u ghould not be oppressed but as soon as nrivate investment will
employ great masses the state should take a part in its control. Here too
there should e made differentiations between m; and Mo':f'n case
such private ownership would servé the public good I would allow 1t to
of#si/ etey in private hands. I would not allow, however, to let private
pepple gain millions from their factoriess as they do in the United States.
I shink that gdpfdfidfd competition in theproduction of those goods is very
hedlthy, As long as no:;:reat g industries are ¥xn% privately owned. Teo
bigz industriee should be controlled by the governmeni. It is hard for me

to conceiws how it can be,that here in the United Siates light and heavy
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industrics alike are in private hands, and yet the living stemdard is

the higiest in the world. It would be interesting to know how the

living stenderd would chsnge, if the government would Sake over the
biggxr fastories in both eorts of industries.

I sivesdy spoke sbous some sort of eomteed, ot there 16 wn MMM ocn-
0l and state owmarship of industeies. If the shebe mme o Wig SEDSeey in
2eavy isdustry, then the stase might alse setablish factories fn suplt in-
dustry which would use the waste from the factory produsing hemy Aslasicy
products. For exsmple, the railroad car fastory of the state produgses such
vast material which can serve as mterial for the production of cookiag
and baking pans.

Alternative is privat o competitica.

Yes, there should be state monopolies.

The following are reasons for hmk having stato monopolies: <£iret, state
monopolies assure additional income for the state; secondly, eertain very
importent commodities like matches oF salt are not in private hands, and
therefore sre mot vithiram from the market becouse of privesd' iiiite-
t10n and their price is mot too high; thirdly, certain steb's Médyiids
allow for the government the subsidisingxagxihexpx of the peadantd and

to secure food to the whole mation through this subsidy. I em thinking
about the times defore the war, when the government bought all the wheat
and the corn from the peasants on a much higher price than those products
were 80ld on the fres market. Ia doing s0, the states prevented the
hoarding of these food products by these peasants who would not have wented
to sell them for the low price which they received on the free market. Re-
ceiving more from the goverament, than on the free market, all the peasants
gold their produce to the goveranment. The government was in the position
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having all the whsat and the corn to supply the whole ccuntry with these
products. Finally, such plants and power stations whick could be menacing

to public security such as atomic power stations, for ezample, should de
controlled by the state becaumse the state is a move resyonsidle dody than

en individual.

The reasons for hu.ving state monopolies are the ones I Just mentiomed before.
For the goverament such monopolies are bad which will pot yield a profitm

for the state. In certain productions competition is very healthy. Since

eny national vonopoly will cause the rise of prices in the country to higher
prices than the product sells inm the work market, too meny monopolies would

be disadvautageous for the country.

Flanning is only good if it is done in a rationsl way. Fer example, the 5-Year
Flan (I think he referred to the lst) was dome in such a war that the power
produstion and the training of the persomnel for the production of this

S=Year Plan were aleo plamned to happen within this period. ‘his was irrationai
and certainly did not work. The planning was made for too lomg a period. All
eorts of changes can be made during such a long time. Im HAungary, the 5-Yeer
Plan could not work also for this reason: that Hungery did mot have emough
sources of power. Flanning ehould be flexible, mot as it was in Hwngary, and
it should be done according to the possidle conditions.

Every plan is worth enly as much as can be realised from it.

In Hungary the program was huge incluling economical and cultural develspments.
The whole ecomomic situation, however, chamged during the 5-Year Plan anl it
wvas impossible to fulfill the whole program. The possidilities were over-
estimated. They planned to have certain number of engineers while the schools
end universities could not produse that many. Rav material, which the Hungir-
ians were supposed to receive did not arrive, as well as payments and money
help which was supposed to subsidise those produtioms, did not arrive. Nobodyr



(9)

t)

(9h)

(10)

(10a)
(10v)

(10¢)

No; 136 A" PRETEST SECTION I A0 P 97
production

cared for the light industry and the agricultural / there just were no con-

sumer goods on the market. In sudh a situation the workers did nmot have

much initiative and dirive to work, In the first years, thinge went pretty

much according to plan, but as time massed always mors and more concessions

had to be made. Only on paper theblan was fulfilled. The situation was

similar in the Soviet Union. Nevertreless, it can be said that they were

more successful because they were more experienced than the Hungarians. this

doesn't mean, that they ever fulfilled their plans. Juring the last two

S5-Ivar Plans all sorts of thinge disturbed the fulfillment of the plan., In
the wotion in Feople's Democracies

their plan they included the mm the JFSurXEivxicnceraEiss and as

thef plan did not succeed in the latter places, the plan of the Soviet Union

could not succeed either,

I a2m in favor of it.

they are all public services.

I would make no difference among the three.

No, I would make no exceptiors. Even if tiisse services would not be in

state ownership at least they should be coantrolled by the lsata. This econ-

trol can be done by having the State own most of thef nharu- of the corpora-

tion.

I am in favor of this,

Nobody will have to be afrzid of unemployment.

I don't know what the dangers could be 1f you don't think now about the

F¥eoples’ Democracies.
promises made in the peopielsxdenmgersew: ~here it is promised that every-

one will have employment and yet the promisef is not fulfilled. Also, people

cannot do the work for which they are trained for,or which they like to do, but

the work which is available.
I would never give up my considience, that is, I would never do asome spy
work in order to receive money for my living, but if I would réceive an

hopest Jo'b)l would lend to it all my knowledge and effort.
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Yes, there are such areas.

If the state interferes with everything, then the rights of human freedom
are violatad.

The state should not interferef with free religious practices, freedom of
speech, freedom of press, andfreedom of choice of profession. Ia other
words, the human right of freedom set up by the United Nations should not
be violated.

i‘u. I do feel so.
v inciude

Obeying laws and orders which would ¥ESEERPU paying taxes, military service, ete.

This is true only of democratic government.
No, my epinicn did not change.
Yes, I do fleel that it improved.
The quality didf/ mot improve;in contrary, it becanms worse.
Yes, there are groups which can better afford today medical care than before.
Frivate physicians are detter. A clinic canmot give such a good service as
can the private physician. The medical care is doae with less card, in clinmice,
This is necessary everywhere. It has great importance.
No, no exceptions, every workar or working person should have health imsurance.
Health in%u:f;nce in the Uaited. ?fatan isn't good at all. First of a.ll.z:;
is insuredy after 6 sonths &/FEGWEWE working et 2 certain place
The health insurances are ..ade

care
separately for the Jd{f of p?;eicé.a?. hospitals, operations, etc. In Hungary
thdgoneral healt’ insurance K everything fron the moment ome starts to
work.
Yes, he has more opportunity.
‘here are mor: movies and it is less expensive. I thimk this is true also
in the Unifnd States for the past 20 years.

I didn't 7) more to the movies.
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Yes, it matters. It ie important to have more opportunity.

ﬁ:mﬂ people have much more opportunity. In the villages the movies only
play twice a week.

Te¢s, people take advantage of it.

Movies are aveilable and everybody can afford to go to movies. As %o the

theatre this is only for urban people and more expensive.

Jo, he does not.

He is eating better.

No, he eats worse.

Urdan people Jif¢ can buy such food preducts which the village and coantry

people cannot buy. .::/m{o food producte,country people can afford those
than urban p&oplo.

better,amixmarn. “heye was such a time when the sovernment pressed the

peasants for :l’orce:i deliveries to such an extent that the psasakfis were

forced to buy their bread in the city. Now this {4} changed befause the

cleverer.

peasants bBecame muchxmwpzxstrws®Tx

Peeple who have contacts in rural areas are much detter off and naturally

Farty members are the favorites of the regime.

No, he does not.

fes, he does.

He does not.

The year 1940 was still before Hungary entered the war and belonged to

the period which was quite well consolidated in Hungary. This was called

citizen equillibrium which meant that everyome hac eome savings and people

in general had secure living. In 1946 there was an inflation and the money

had no value. “he country was destroyed and all ¢fp people could afford

was food. From '47 to '48 there was economic prosperity in Hungary which

lasted even in 1980 so people could dress better. From 1950 on following




(17e)

(18)
(18a)

(18v)

(18¢)

(19)

No. 136 #A% PRETEST SECTION I AQ p- 100
the exploitation of the system the situation changed radically.

Clothing depends much on the profession of the people. wWhite collar workers
had to dress better than workers, and conseguently white collar workers ate
much less. -he people who dressed best and ate best were the political
agents, w acientists, and sportsmen.

1% increased im heavy industry, but not im light industry.

Sit_lgﬂ‘_a__vn_q.nggry'a__ economy is based on light industry and utm was only
a r,egfgyg;gg&gg& _cou,}.g_.mgsa._ there vas acteslly no progress in industry.

No, this 1__5__ no_good for Hungary. Bungarian economy used to be based on
agrigculture and light industry. The heavy industry was created forcefully
vithout enough raw meterial end trained personnel. The working pover was
taken ewey from the well-ostablished light industry and so the latter Do-
came neglected.

Yes, I think so. They fififd should not have forced heavy industry om
Hungary. Agriculture and light industry should have been developed more.
From thotglattor Hungery used to hawe export, aspecially from fine mechanical
toole.

The chance for the solution should be given to thegf collectives. 0??.“&
collectives should be formad which &:ﬁfomd from the fr’o}d%ﬁﬂ"’d '
the participants. Such collectives were once formed in certain paFts of
Hungary uponm the suggzestion of the Smallholder's Fargy. Tl:l.o:r susceedsd
very well. It is not true that the Hungerian peasant is againgt association
with his othor fellow peasants. Even the marriags m of the peasant
Mel latter. A peasant would marry his daughter only t;.o such

another peasant ;whose field is close ,or even right near to his own, s0

they conld work the fields together. In forcing the organization of
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collectives, howeber, is a great mistake. ‘he collectives which were formed

by force during tidis regime are all in debt at least 80% of them.

Tes, collectives can be allowed, but nodody should be forced into collectives

or stafy in collectives.

The ones whiok are now in existence should bde abolished. Also government

owned properties should be distributed between peasants except for a few

farms. “‘lwee farme should serve for experimental purposes.

Ihe land'lhould be distributed smong the peasante except for certain farms

which goould Be kept By the government and which shoudd be wneed for experi-

mentsl purposes. <The government should give long-term loans to cooperative

faras so that those farms should be able to duy machinery. A body chosen

by the people should decide how the collectives and state owned farms should

be gd distributed ma the peasants. This should be done according to

the gold crown value of the fields. As to the cattle they should bde dought

by the members of the collectives. Every member should receive an amount

of money according to the property and money which he invested into the

collective farms. For the value of this money as well as other property

he has, he should be able to buy cattle and other animals from the collective

farms.

g landholdings should be distriduted among the pessants. Small FHExEadYE

landholdsngs $26-25 hold) and middle landholdings (50-60 hold) shoulﬁfl‘;:

created. In such places where larrigg. farms would be much more worth ghan

a small one, for example, in a pPFrce growing region, the government should
shareholders.

own or control the farm with shares distributed to private pmople:

Theoretically it should be restored. Whose land, however, was more than the

above mentioned middle holding, 50-60 hold, should receive of a one-time

compensation for the remaining land which he does not receive back.

Yes, they can be administered for the benefit of their members if they are
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based on corporative principles. fhere should be absolute communal life,
this is the hezl thiest form of als;ciation. Every part of income should
be distriduted £o the members.

(191)  Nybody demefits now from dollective forms.

(20) I would sell the machine tractor stations.

(20a) Nﬁ. I would not keep them in govermment cwnership.

(20v) I would transfer them to communities, keeping them #nder state control,or
adninistration nﬂ; those communities Q:ﬁd be able tp use these
machines until our agricultural machine factories will be able to produce
small machines which could be sold to and used by Smallholder peasants.

(20¢) I would transfer them to peasant communities.

(204) Yes, there were meny things wrong. People who managed these stations were
not experts but Barty members who received their jobs on the grounds of thoir
reliability towards the Party. “hey didn't kmow how to handle the machines,
and much of the machinery was Mwﬁgthoirm Lots of
maghinery was idle while peasants waited impatiently for machines to be
rented to them.

(20e) Yos, I think this is very important.

(22) The worker should have just as much to say about what should be dome in the
workshop or factory as the owners. The worker is just as important for the
factory as is the owner. The one gives the investment and the other the
expert knowledge and work. This is very important to understand.

(21a) The labor unions Bhould guard the interest of the workers.

(21v) They should be absolutely independent from the government.

(21c) the membership ehould not be compulsory because this would be against

rights of
the freedom mixghir
(214) mlx’.gl.:;uhan to pay membership tee:zt to meetings. i‘he trade unions

o unions
do not help the workers ‘bocmqh are in the services of the government.
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‘he workers could not get any help from the trade unione. "‘hey dic not even
the workers, i

tzy to help fixamx Whatever help they asked.

Workers councils can supervise the production and the conditions of the workkrs.

They were chosen by the workers. Their task wes to supervise the productieoa

2ad to see that the goods produced im the country are used inf the country

and not anzmt treatiss to the Soviet Union or other

pratellite countries. <‘hey also supervised the pay of the workers.

. They tried to avoid the expoloitation of the
workers. Actually,ncbody organized them. Thoy or;anized themselves in the
different factories and the workshops. wDuid the Revolution have succeeded,
free, really free, trade unions would have taken thef place of the worker's
councils. Actuslly the worker's councils were thef trade union organized
separately in aac.h factory and workshop. They were :Mrocted by anyene

“lyroceiud spiritual aid from the National Coumncils.

Ia today's system they cannot work.In another free system they would lose
fheir importence,because their organizadion of free trade unions.

The menagement should consist of experts who would be responsible to the
owvnors and the trade unions.

Those Party meubers whose record is kmown, and according to this record, it
u{dmm that they did wrong with the people, should be investigated.

They all should be investigated and brought before a tribunal.

‘hey also all should be investigated.

‘ney too.

The members of the Youth League were ot Gommunists. xhq proved this
during the Revolution. The leaders of the Youth Loagu;s, however, were
actually not young people, and they should be investigated as the leaders
of the Farty.

411 those should be investigated, although it was provea during the Revolu~

wes
tidon that the police - not layal to the regine.
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(22g) The ministerium and the managers of ffee enterprises should be investigated
with special attention.

(22n) ihe investigation st-rted.

(23) The aystem paid a great attentien $0 slue Maen Docavss Shay saw 0% DSl Ly
of the ayeten 1o the slnapiion oF We youth.

(23a) It alda't aiffer such fre the qyoten Deffere 2000 Te Gppeetanitiee o
study depended before lluaho.n'o-lﬂ- The differsnce was that
\dmu“thomlomhsm“ﬁl*?hlm
position in this regime. Before 1944 there wes a trend /dase the sduontien
on general moral grounds. Dnﬂnc this regime, mr. only Communist morality
was looked upon &s important. l;;tm 1944 children ware not told to hate
certain things they were told to hate during the Com unist regime "the
enemy of the proloetariat, the bourgeousie®.

(23m) If someone's soclal origin was the right one, then thefe was 2o diffieunlty
in his going on with studiea.

(23¢) This was bad, of course.

(234) It was very importans.

(24)  One 510uld het have anything to do with the other.

1 tiam tO

%

(24a) Yeos, they mhoula be ooﬁpﬂlatlely MmMnt. ;ho chusches, however, shonld
not have hugk landholdings.

(24p) No, thia should be the same with all the churches.

(24c)  tes, they should receive sums. After all, it ia very important for the
state that theye should Be religion in the country. Of cemrse, those helps
given by the state should not be used for the well-being of the clergy, but
for the subsidy of achools, ete.

{24d) It is part of free religious practices that every parent should be free o
send the children to religious courses. A” far as I am concerned they should

make religious studies compulsory as they did before 1944, with evoryone
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being free to choose 2;3 religious lessons to send one's children.

(240) No, they should not depend on the shate. ID"\

(25) The contributiond St. Istvan who introduced Christianity to Hungary,
and who mede Hungary the fortress between the Cermsnic and the Slade
seas of peo-le were extremely amportant, from the poiat of view of
world history. Would Hungery not have Yeen between these two races of

nations there would have been fighting between the two all the time. A

great contribution was also the so~called Arsny Bulla, of 1228, vhich

serged as an example for all the other comstitutions, also for the
English Constitution. The Hungarian ::. gatnt Laszlo, Ealman, Mathew,
Louis the Great were allﬂfortr.---: against the eastern darbaric tribes.
So wes Hunyedi who fought apainst the Turks. Cultural contributions
were mads by great Hungarians like Neumsnn and Teller in atomie
ressearch, Bertok in music, great saiats wvere sontributed to the
Roman G'n:thouc church. The first subway was constructed in Budapest.
Great travellers and discoverers were contributed by Hungary who
travelled and discovered in Asia and Africa. Frater Julian was one
of those who travg ‘;g during the time of Marco Polo. Great physicists
and chemists were Butwsaz Farkas mun.% oto.

(26) The government of King Mathew or H'stya.l,of Louis the Great, of King
Ka/h{an called w (x‘lm{n of the books) and the second
parts of Franz Joseph's governmant after 1867 were popular in Hungary.

(26a) The situation in Hungery was very dad with the Hapsburgs except for the
time from 1867.

(26V) There were no possibilities. Feorle eould not earn their living.

Diet of Vienna
The B¥ES ¢ppressed the Hungarians.
(26c) Yes, she had a feudel society.
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The fete of the psasants under thefeudal system was very bad indsed.
They were exploited very much. Th+nita¢o lawe in the feudal system
wer: no good and they stood in the way of progress.

7xcept for the fact that the Communist Party was made illegal the
system under the Horthy administration could be sald democratic ,
Bxcept for the Communist Party, every party vas represented in the
government. There was some mistake, however, in the democratic
pature of the voting. There were no secret ballots. Thefe was an
upper house and a lower house. The economic system was not good,
though not very much progressing. Big factories were allowed o

be in private hands. Free speculation was allowed. Agricultural
workers were subject even in the moving from place to place to the
land owners. The small and middle peasants, however, were quite
well off. The small and light industry had excellemt prospects for
development during the Horthy regime.

Yes, there was much inequality.

Hungary should have been neutral in the 2nd World War. She should
have known that she couldn't have ponibly‘:m?dhy joining Germeny.
After 1944 the nation found itself and joined in great masses the
Smallholder's Farty. There was development in the small and middle
landholdings and together with agricultural development the agri-
cultural industry developed too ;; a‘bou:“?“:z ine great landholdings
of before 1944 were distributed. *he small industry and irade
develgped. After '47 thé Soviet system took power in Hungery and
the progress in small andlight industry as well as in egriculture
stopped and as a matter of fact regression came with the forceful
development of heavy industry. While there was free Party organi-
zation before '47, after the time the only Pabty was the Communist
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Party that was in power. “he churches lost all their properties.
(27) Yes, definitely "
(27a) While the Hungarian is honest, keeping his work, faithful to his
traditions,
nation, guarding andprotecting its temdkikioxx religious, just,and
diligent, IXENy progress/ 1oving  SNEEEE rriendly, respecting
the opinions of others, freedom-loving but respectful toward sutherity--
(to the people of his own choice who received azuthority), has a good
bumour, loves folk-art and talented in doing folkOars, the German is
violent and brutal, theugh very intelligent and an excellent orgami-
ger, good soldier, good tradesman, and very mimute. ~he Russian
is brute, uneducated, easily turming toward mucin; incaculable,
does not keep his word. As meny as I collld get to know froam the
Americams, mostly naturalized Amricams and not born Americans,
I found them money-loving, caring for nothing but money. (‘Me
respondent asked me not to record the latter, after he said it he
got alarmed that this might make a very bdad impression on the
analyst.) I heard, however, that the real Americans are friendly
and progressive. I never had a chance, howeweB, to meet those.
(274) The Hungarian character did not change.f As o matter of fact, the
Revolution broke out because of the Hungarian charscter.
(27e) I don't tRink that there are any differences in Hungary's social
classes as far as national character is concerned.
(28)a I don't think borderlines are important.
(28b) I would be very glad to see Middle Buropean Fgderation., Middle Burope
is a geographic unit and as such each country could complete the other.
It would be very healthy to hare Hungary &m such a federation between
Germenic and Slav people. “ince Huggary befame very small after the

Trianon Treaty (Versaille Treaty) it cannot fulfill ite function as
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a fortress between Germanic and Slavic peoples, any mere. A federation
of the kind I mentioned before would have been improved by the two kinds
of pecples, too.
Yes, I definitely think so. Territories inhabited Yy Hungmrisms should re-
tura to Hungary.
Such territories as Transylvenia, Délridek or the southera territery, the
Felvidek or morthern territery are all pure Hungarian territories; Hungary
hes a right to claim those territories. |
The Nasi Germsms threatening Hungary's territories, because thay wanted te
extend as far as the Danube River. The Olahs wanted to came from the ecast
as far as Tissa. The Yugoslavs wanted to come xmt and take territories uwp
t111 the Drava, and the Csechs wanted to have a territory extending up $ill
the Danube River and wanted to have a corridor between Austria and Hungary
to the Adriatic Sea. Thoe Hungary before the Versailles Treaty, surrounded
by the Karpith Mounteins is a geographic unit and as such could fulfill its
mission to be a fortress bdetween east and west.’ In this territery, surrounded
by the Kargpaths and extending to the Adriatic there was no mre than 5§ of
minorities. S0, as far as demography, geography and history is concerned, we
have the right to the territory extending from the Xarpath Mountslns to the
Adriatic. The Americsn Fresideat Wilson did not seem to understend, that,de-
he was influenced by his wife who was a Csech woman. m-rﬂumﬁl
signed, he himself understood that he was misled. Similar mistakes occurred
after the Second World War. If the psace-making leaders would have accepted
the democratical report of Teleki and Apponyi then they would mot have cus
Hungary 0 pieces. It i
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]
well-known that the Czechs are the bloody ap emdicts”of Europe. They

had no right to keep our nogthera tertitories. Neither have thag
Serbs and Horvate  southera

the /right to keep ouruumstizsm territories, : What

they actually should have done was t0 give us térritories from Bessarabia

since there were Hungariand iahadited Serritories. We never elaimed

territories in Bessarabia, however, because all we claim im our 1,000

years boundaries. Ve don't claim those extra Sérritories which belong

to Hungary during the Kine wuf?'ou:ly what belonged to Hungary

through 1000 years of her history. This stupid Wilson broke the 1,000

year traditien of Hungery.

No, there is no such conflict. Hunga¥y recognizes the right of every

other nation. She just wents others to recognize her rights. There

are no natural athep differences or conflicts between Hungary and cﬁthcr

nations. This, in spite of the fact that the Nungarian nation kopt\ its

racial characteristics, 2pt it mw“-mm culture and it ad~-

Justed to the western culture in Burope.

Tes, there are such confliete. For example, betwsen the ¥rench and the

Germans and between the Poles and the Russians.

In Hpngary they get along very well since the Hungarian recognizes

the rights of the minorities. The Slovaks can keep their national

charccter in Hungary and also their religion. They have Slovak language

schools. Not so is the ‘ate of the Hungarians in Sdovakia and

The Hungari:ns are omu_nd thers and if there are Hungarian schools

these are just theoretically there.

The same is the situation with the Hungarians and the Bumanians. Zhe
ninority

Rumanians have all their nimasiddes rights in Hungary while the Humgarians

are oppressed in Rumania. Hungarians cannet have official positions in
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Rumenia. They lose their preperties there and they are second-rate citi-
zens.

Hungarians and Austrians get along fine in both countries.

The nationel strivings of Tito are ia opposition to giwe minorisies
rights to the Hung-rians in Yugoslavia. The Yugoslavs, hovever, are ia
equal rights with the Hungarians in Hungary. Hung-ry's treatment of the
minority f§ r-ste upon trcditions. There are minmority rights laws in the
Hungarian consfitution. Our surrounding nations, howemer, do not have
traditionsfthey are new/fmations.

Unfortunately, they get along somehow.

No, there are Jews.

I would greet very happily such a federation.

It eould st-nd upon different foundations. It can be organized wpon
historical grounds or economical grounds. JThe character of the nations
participating shou.d be similar. Hung-ry, with Poland would create an
excellent federation since Hungarians and the Poles were friends since
nany years.

The purpose of the federation could be to divide the sez of ffififf Germanic

nations from the sea of the Slavic nations. The two sort of natioms would

be hap y to be divided too. The federation should be orcanized in a shmilar

vay in the United States. Eyery menber natioh should be allowed to keep
its chamecter but still they should be federative in all the walks of iife
and all the economic andp other aspects. Certaii key ministeriums would
be common to all the member nations.

Hungarians wallld take part in 1t just as all the other mgtions.

I could think of a Polish Hungarian combinatiom which has its roots in

history too since Hungary and Poland were friends for many years. I could
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think of a Hungerian-Austrian combimation and even of a Polish-Austrian-
Hungarian combination. This would be a very successful combination since
it would oonta:ln‘.orna.nic. Slavic pation aad one which is entirely different
from all the two of them. A Denubian tedlrationwx. be overpowered by the
sm.,":_ though the Austrians, Hungoriams, and the Rumanians could beleng
to it. The same weuld happen to a Balkan federation.
Yes, I think there are different Ruscians.
Yee, there are more cultured and less cultured ones. The most cultured
Russians are the white Russians and the Ukrainians.
No, they are not all Communists.
Yag, I have.
The Hungarians were very much afraid of them because they were afraid of

this fright Jjustified
taeir barbarism, xeitiniz wasISFSVEE as soon as they entered Hungary.
The same was the feeling towards them in 1:44.
The same was the feeling in 1956.
It 1s utopic system as far as government is concerned. It has many wtopian
mrte.

theory

The protection of the workers and the f)if¥ of surplus value appeal to me.
Nothing appeals %o me which céncerns polities in the Marxian t .eory.
The theory of the realigation of government and the theory of capital do not
make any sense.
I studied it in seminars after 1944. .
Yos, ind @ifferent seminars of different lengths. Everybody had té go in |
one's working place to basic seminars. The social theories were taught,
expecially the Marxian. I couldn't take things really seriously or 'bo?ﬁ.;;/
in them since the Marxian-Leninian theories were vut to practice right
bafdre my eyes.

Only those chamges were made by the Hungarian Communists which were made by
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the Soviet Communists.

(31f) The Marxiem is as a whole Foligiom. .

(31g) Lenin was a Leninist not e Merxist.

(31h) stalin was a Stalinist and not a Marxist. Of course, both of them wanted to
appear to be Marxists and they eiid that they were but in their deeds

they veré not.

(311) There are more Marxzistc than there are Communists.

(315) TYes, I think so.

(31kx) I know that the democracy recognizes and accepts the human freedom rights.

(311) Hungery was never a democrescy.

(31m) Tito is a Titoist, he is neither a2 Marxist no# a democrat.

(32) I know the term. While Marxism is based upom the slogan "World proletariat
United® Tito transferred this ideology to a nationalla.::ldon not want to
internationalize it. He wants to apoly the theories to ome country and does
not want to force his system to other natioms.

(32a) Yes, I am quite sure of that.

(32b) ‘“hey wanted to break Hungary awey from the Soviet Union. They wanted to
make Hung-ry independent. Thies would have been quite all right for a
starting situation. Uomulka's system is & tranditionhlist system between
Titoism and Communism. We could not have been satisfied after the Revolut ion
vith a system similar to Gomulksa's systenm.

(32¢) 1 think that Gomulka would liks to break away from the Soviet Uniom but for the
time being he's bound to the latter by pelitical as well as economic ties.
Nevertheless, he leads a different policy than there is to be found im all
the other Peoplé‘’s Democracies. His form of governmeni is much milder. I%
is a station of the tfamnsition.

(324) He is more a Titoist than 2 Commumist. It is undeniable that the Polish
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people were not satisfled with previous situations. Churchill, Stalin,
and Roosevelt sold the Poles after the 2nd World Wer. They made the same
mistakes as wede done after the lst World War. The politichéns could not$
say that they didn's know the Soviet politics. They knew 1% very well.
After the lst World War the lst thing of the SovAét Union was %o try to
take under their power, Turkey. »heir intentions were similar to other
nati ns while s,alin end Kruschev were in power. Churchill and Roosevelt
should have known that. There are Chumehill, Roossvelt, and Sialln who
are responsible for the crisis of today's world situation. Thny didn't
hev: any political foresight.

(320) 1t is po.ni‘bio. but it seems to me that there is small poesibility. I think
that whoever is a Comi#hﬂmaﬁm patrios, must be an idies.

(33) Yes, definitely. He wes aiming at Titoistical Commumism. If he would have
stayed on after the R'volution he would have been thrown out of power very
soon anyhow because he symbolized only the neutrality.

(34e) I think it is etill good because this fAff staye closest to the bourgeois
tendencies.

(34b) It is bad pecause 1t is an exploitation.

(34¢) It is bad because it stands im the way of healthy progress.

(34d) It 18 bad.p Actuslly there is no such thing.

(34e) It ie bad because 1t 1s exploitation.

(34f) It is bad, it actually doesn't exlst.

(34g) It 1e bad because it is expleitation.

(34n) It is good becanuse everybody has equal rights. There are no clase differences.
It is democratic and ther- are no great differences between people. Bourgoie

democracy is the best.thing I could think of.
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I think most Hungzrians would choose this too that is Socialism and bourgeoise
taough some would place Socialism before bourgeoise and others as I do would
Place bourgeoise Before Socialism.
I have been receiving less.
There are lazy peeple end they certainly zeceived more tham they deserve.
They don't deserve a thing.
They received much less.
They received much lees.
They received less.
They received less.
The cnes who are accepted to schools aand universities received what they
deserve,
They receive more,
They receive more.
They recebve less.
pagt
There was no such p thing, during the igas regime.
Received less.
Groups A, C, D, B, F, J, K, and L were better off. Greups I and H were
wvorse off,

They/
Bxecxooincided.

They coincide.

They are in conflict.

They are in confliect.

They coincide.

They sre in conflict.

They coincide.

It wasn't like this elwaye but it is going to be like this until Hungary

is independent,
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Their interests conflicted.

They conflicted.

They conflicted.

Nobody would fight for the present regime.
Everybody would fight egainst it.
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I think it was a very clever and?nry useful interview.

You will get an eatirely truthful picture about ths Hungerian and middle
Eurcpeanf situations and you will be able to find out the way of thinking and
the hopes and strivings of the Hungarians, all in:lmd.rstand.tngl can be
cleared up this way, about the situatiom after the 2nd VWorld W'r. Is will

be variable not only for research purposes but also for Hung-ry itself bDecause
of the clearance of misunderstandings about Hungery. I thimk thet through the |
material you will receive, you will get a truthful picture concerning Hungery
end this will be very important for the small nations which suffered so much,
It will be important that it should b» Jpdged rightly.

There might be people whose responses would be very differemt from most of

the responses. They will try to make nildew the regime. They will try to
picture the horrible situation in Hungsry that it should seem less horridle.
You should not believe those people. Lliere is no need for special explamation
where 60,000 people were killed in cold ®lood.

As far as I know the sort of peeple you cre interviewing, I think you will get
honest answers. I think that the questioinaire was prepared with great care
and I don't think that there is poseibility of misunderst-ndings after having
asked all the gquestions tro:l;.respondont.

You didn't ask about the Hungarian sport.

I don't plan to go back even not to visit as long as this regime is in |‘
power. I want to stay here bDecause my daughter will be an American already. I
She is now 10 and she will grow up to be an iAmerican. After this regime |
lost power I should like to go back t,o'visi:}ggd take my daughter with me.

I would urge the project to try to collect the Hungsrian literature from

before the war because this literature s annihilated in Hungsry and it is a

great pity. “his literature, except for the importance of pogtecting it from
annihilation would also De usefiul in giving information about flmary before
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the war. There are very interesting and very valuable writings of sciemtific,
literary, and other nature.

I have written here and there my impressions about happenings about the
Revolutfon, about our sscape, and impressions from here, but I haven't written
anything systematic.

R.spcnd.nt was interviewed on a B interview about the police in Hungary.

I don't know their adiresses offhand. I will call you and I will tell you
about them and their addrSsses. I know about an architect in whom you might

be interested.




