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N0. 450 "BulO" INTARVIRY JK Do

(InterviOWQr's note: ihen T was instructed to interview this
resuvondent I was told thet he was o Aewsnaper man who had par-
ticipated ectively in the Revolution. During the interview zhe
rescondent identified himself as o psychologist, He denied having
eny part in the Revolution. He claimed to have developed a
psychologzical theory concerning the Hungarian Revolution. At cere
tain passages of the interview I asked personal qQuestions. Conse-
quently his »ns chological theory is given in the fremework of an
autobiography.%
Ily father worked with the Hlungarian national railvays
in a managerial vnosition. e lived in a small villege.
From the point of view of the village our family be-
longed to the middle class. Lven as a child I felt
pretty nuch out of place in the rural surrounding. I
developed an interest in nsychology at an early age.
At the age of 17 I was working at the institute for
child psyehology where liolnar Imre was my boss., . 'hen
ilolner 7as drafted into the labor service I begen to
work with the institute of Szondi. In 1944 my parents
lost their life becauge of the Gestapo. I returned from
ny labor service in 1945, At that time the situatisn
Was very much confused in Hungary. There was a complete
insecurity. The Communist Party wanted to counterbalance
everything that was done by the Russian troops. The
Communist Party rvosed as the defendant of the private
proverty. All those peonle who were menaced by the
Fascism joined the Communist Party., This situation of a
political polarity existed up to 1947. For a prest mass
of »eople only 2 social forces wxisted: the Pascist

dictatorship end the BolsheviXk dictatorship. Very few

people were 2ble to comprehend the inner constraction
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of the 2 dictatorships. They chose between them out

of emotlonal ressons. The Jewish petty bourgeoisie
sided with the Bolsheviks snd particioated in the Com-
munist Party. It supororted the Communist Party financially.
The members of this Jewish petty bourgeoisié vere
dropped by the Perty at the tinme when the nmembership
was purged, The same situation characterized the Social
Democratic Party too. I could name Justus Pal as the
best representant of this tendency. He was character-
istic of & numerically small circle the members of
which wented to find a protection against the Yellow
otar. The members of this circle tried to show &
humanist veneer. Certein Comnunist ideolozists tried

to emphasize this humensim particulerly Lukacs Gyorgy.
Lukads Gyorgy selected meny youngsters at thase times,
youngsters who came from the above mentioned circle

and who had a good education in German culture. This

is how Szigethy Attila became a companion of ILukacs.
Lukaes conseiously intended to bring forhh a moral
split among the Hungarian intellectuals. He wanted to
orgenize them on the basis of moral principles and to
make them available Tor the Communists in such = way .
As a# result many an excellent intellectual with high
morel pfinciples was cerrying the flags at the demon-
stration of lMay lst. Iukacs vpersonally is very nmuch
responsible for the fate of the Ilungarisn intellectuals.

The other side, Fascism, lost its power but its thurst
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for political power stayed. This side was characterized
with e conspicuous lack of education. They tricd
everything to get hold of political power. They regerded
democmacy s & frame within which they can realize

their claim of political power. This side was afraid

of a leftist dictabowship. Vithin this ideological
polatizaiion people began to build up their new existence
end did it with many signs of & psychological over-
conpensation. Under the vell of the inflation the spirit
of & petty bourgeoisie triumphed., The tire of inflation
was cheracterized by a close circulation of the commo-
dities., I so0ld something, he bought i, then I reboucht
it. There was no rezl creative and constructive busi-
ness activity going on. About the same fime in 1945

a psychosis of prisons began to menifest itself in
Hungary. Books, published abroad entered the country

but they were not available except for a few privileced
people in the same way as gold was possessed by a few
privileged people. These privileged people who sccmed

to be successful were animeted by the feeling of we

are the most clever people. They were animated by an
abnormally increased ego-feeling. Such an emotional
attitude later on contributed very much to the Revo-
lution,

Academic life was interrupted during the war. After the
war 1t had to be rebuilt. Then many persons were ad-

nitted to the universities who did not have any
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baccalsureate, A new trend started to occupy the uni-
versity and in this trend those neople were consvicuous
again who were persecuted by the Fascists. lwany Jewish
youngsters entercd the university. Ieving entercd the
univeraity a grest disspnointment awaited the young-
sters. They found there professors who were evidently
afreid of everything, afraid of talking freely. Pretty
soon an onen tension camé to exist between the profes-
sors 2nd the s$sudents. In the 1950ies those professors
who took »art in the Horthy system were removed fron
the universities, fhey were particulerly removed from
the faculties of nhilosophy and law. But many of them
were pernitted to kecp their jobs at the faculty of
naturel. sclences., For exsmplé, Profesusor DBuzash was
prernitited to stey on. The whole faculty of philosophy
was refornmed and it got 2 new name: Faculty of Social
Sciences. At the same time the orgy of the non-educated
started, Up to 1949 there was a lively scientific life.
There was a certain freedom of research. After 1950
the whole situation chaenged., Scientific research be=-
ceme prohibited. Anybody who was engaged in rese:crch
lost his privileges. The main aim of the university
was to introduce a rather poor llarxism. It was not ne-
cessery that the students should really absorb the
depths of llerxism. Actually a good knowledge of ilarism
was disagreeable for the Communistx. The main subject
of the mmrxyrrzk¥ university lectures was not even

the reviews but %k only the Pravda. The professor
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regularly read thg I'ravda and lectured on it as if it
were gelence. The word science was Tetish without any
meaning. They repeated over and over again thet Kaxixm
Harxisi%a scientific veltenschauung but this stetement
has never been supported hy a logical ex)lensatisn of
the vhilosorhy of lHarxism, The professor said that
everybody mey learn Herxism, but the students hag the
feeling that they cannot and do not learn the liarxist
philosorhy. As a result the gxkdm students hed the im-
pression that they have no value they are no good to
comprehend llarxisn. They became filled with the feeling
of their human nothing-ness, they became filied with the
psycholosgical basis of & Byzantinism . If a cystem re-
gulerly tells just the ppposite what common sense would
suggest it must have always the same psycholrgicel
effect
xerwdxg. The subjects of the system £mi% feel thenselves
as 1f they were nothing, as if they were unworthy of
the blessings of the system. The realization of this
situaticn was one of the great causes ©0f the Hungarian
Revolution. The Hungarian Revolution was pure from g
noral noint of view. The thiefs were judgzed =zng senteneed
by the mass on the street. In 1945 I became & member of
the Soecial Demoeratie Party. At that time I wanted to
become & psychiatrist and T needed a state scholarship
to carry out my studies. I turned to the Soecizl Demo-
cratic Party to get the necessary support. Instead of

the fellowship they offered me a job at the educstional
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departunent of the central secretsriaste of the party.
First I wes teaching at the rarty schools in Lhue country.
Later on I became teacher at the eentral party school
teaching history of philosophy. At that {1ime I was a
convinced liarxist. In 1946 I became a lecturer st the
academy of social sciences. This was & commnn institution
of the Social Democratic #nd Communist Party. The
teachers there were furnished by the 2 perties. The
acadeny was acutally run by the Communists. I realized
it there for the first time that the Communists were
playing an official revolution in Hungery. The Communists
had en old and well develsped technique how to trest

the people's front, to treet it in a way which serves
the Communist purpose and leads to &n establishment

of the Stelinist dictatorship. I arrived at liarxism

from an emotional situation. At the same tire I have
always had a feeling for Platonism. About the end of
1947 these "latonic ideals got the overhand in me and

I conceived the idea to leave the Social Demoeratic
Party. I felt alone in the party. The election of 1947
nade me loathe of politics. About the same time I be-
ceme sick and had to sbpend a few months in lLatrshaza.
This was the time when the idea of merging the Social
Democratic and Communist Party came up. During the
months ¥m of the merge I was busy with preparing a

study about the economic situation of the Eastern block.

I finished this study in January 48, Originally I wanted
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to prepare it for the monthly review of the Socizl De-
moeratic Party. However, at the end of my study I
ceme to the conclusion that in the last yeers the coun-
tries of the Eastern block increased their foreign trade
with Soviet Russiz by 5 to 15% which in my eyes wos a
good proof of a Russian economic and political exnansion.
‘hen the 2 parties merged all employees of the Soeial
Democratic Party were transferred into eanother job. I
first got a job with the institute @f for child psycho-
1ogy. Later on I became the head of the psycholorical
cdenertment of the institute for the seience of labor,
At the same time T attended the university. I was just
working with the institute for the science of labor when
I was called by the central office of the Hun;ariaﬁ
workers®' party. They wanted to give me = Jjob in
psychological 1line. They asked me whether I agree with
the lass book written by comrade Rudas. I told them
that I did not agree and so I did not get any job., 2
months later in October 1948 the personnel secretary
of the institute for sdience of labor called me and
warned me that I should behave like a good Party member.
At thet time I wes not paying my membership fees for
seven months. After this warning I paid my membership
months
fees. .t thet time my daughter was 1 1/2 years old and
wented a security in my job, From this time on I had
to keep up with the Party. In 1952 the institute for

the sciemce of labor was dissolved. A few months before
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that I enrolled at the biolocgical department of the
university of natural scilences. I recelved a state
scholarshlip therc and attended i1t for ¢ scrmesters but

I did not finish it. This was the timec 9L the theory of
Lysenko and a new so-celled general biological insti-
tute was established at the university and dedicated

to the theory of Lysenko. The university lectures dealt
with his theory on the level of the newsvarer articles.
It was imnpossible to deal with any other prodvlems, par-
ticularly there was no possibility of going into psycho-
logieal problems as I wanted to do. In my spare tine

as gstuden§l was preparing the study of the pirychelogical

problens of the family 1life in Hungary. 1t became a
theoretical study since there was no nosgsibility of
carrying out empirical experiments. I can su: up the
aain ideas of this study as follows:

The Communist system carried out = forced cmanicipation
of the women. This emanicipation was motivgted pertly
by the general ideology and partly by a very concrete
and local reason. At the elections in IHungary the
votes of the females decided, and decided against the
Communists. It became therefore a very important poini
in the program of the Communists to carry out propa-
gande among the women, Let's not forget that there
were more women in the working age than men and the

Communists' production system needed the femzle labor

force. From a purely psycholagical point of view the
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faiales represent a tynical conservative force. They

. passivity
are characterized by s meidfkicg, particularly in the
lineg of politics, At the same time they are -charac-
terized by & lendency for Hysteria and a mass hysterla
can be easily produced among women. It is one of the
aims of the Comumunism to expand and propazate the at-
mosphere of femininity. In the Communist system an ab-
solute fatherly image exists that of Stalin. Everybody
else can take in only a positéon serving this absolute
father, As a result in the practical family the father
must lose his central position and such a loss of po-
sition is furthered by the general economiec situation.
In the jobs in the medium incomggggkgfs women earn nore
rnoney than men. In the average femily the wife is sup~-
posed to work. If she loses her job, the finaneial
balance of the femily cannot be meintained. The wife-
nother has the balancing situation in the most important
aspects of family life, She has a ruling position in
the femily, even in those families where the man earns
mnore . Communiém did everything to insure a central pno-
sition in the femily to the woman. The children ;0 hone
but do not spend an essential part of their day at
home. The family becomes =2 meeting place of different
members, The child does not recieve an exemplary pat-
tern from the father because not even the father knows

what should be the exemplary pattern. The husband-father

tries to maintain his old positions through force and
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even brutslity. The avercge family 1life is character-
ized by recurring Stenes, violcnces, quarrels, ond
discgreements. Thus the original picture of lreud is
overturned. The nothor menifests the fatherly imsge for
the child. In the generel or normal situation it is
the mother who binds the child to the home. The Com-
munist system wanted to transform the mother into fa-
ther through the school system and the mother =zhd the
&chool were supposed to take in the 0ld role of the
father, The role of the father finelly lesscned so
ruch that even the system wanted to help the situation
through the famous laws concerning marriage. Divorce
was made more difficult. There was some great change
in the role of the chiléren too. The children became
mobile within & lerge area. lly daughter at the ege

of 7 left her dayecare home, took a streetcar znd vi-
sited her aunt. The child searched for a substitute
for the lost father zng secarched for it in an illusorj
way. In the Kindergerten the youngsters were enthue
slastic about father Rakosi who became the image of
the good vrotective father which could not be found
within the family., The rements of such g transposed
fatherly image can be found even at much later age.,
Just a short tire ago here in Vienns I mct & boy of

16 years who tbld me:"Rekosi is & scoundrél, Stalin

is another scoundrel, but Lenin is good!" This state-

ment is am good example of the tendency of retaining
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the ancestral image. As enother similar remnant a ge-
nerzl anti-Amerilcan feeling can be observed emong the
Hungerian refugees in Austrig. The Communists succeeded
in creating a myth. Of course, the myth was against
their progrem snd the Americans became the kxgm heroes of
the myth. Now emong the refugees we can observe the
disildusionment of the myth of the fetherly hero. hat
happened in Budepest after the death of Stalin was the
revolt against the severe father, embodied in the per-
son of Rakosi. After the comnlete disillusion of the
Communist Party dAuring the Revolution one could see

the &oss of orientation a Verfallenheit in Budapest.
The different social classes were searching for & point
of orientation end they could not find any personality
who could have embodied their claim for a father. The
Communist society is in its essence always based on

the mother's right and the regular image of the father
cgnnot be built up in an easy way. Returning to my
personal fate I hawe to mention thet 2bout the end of
1952 the family situazion forced me to take up a full-
tige job, I was still attending the university at night
courses, but at the same time I took & job with a
construction work. First I was an office clerk,

then norm supervisor, then referent for libor relation-
ships. Later on, I got a supervisory job in the
statistical department of the state trust for con-

struction. In the last canacity I had to deal with
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statlistics concerning the plen. The plan decided, for
excmnle what vercentage of the exnenditure should be
svent on wages. IPor construction business it wes generally
28 to 20% which was calculated on the basis of the noras.
The hourly wages and the norms were fixed aecordin; to
political noint of views. For eximple, in nining the
weges were much higher.Then in some territories of the
country the weses were hisher than in other ones. For
8xample, if a large labor force was needed in one city
it was declared 2s belonging to the Tirst wage class and
the higher wages naturzlly attracted the labor force.
This is how it was so easy to recruit the huge labor
force for Sztalinvercs or for iliiskole. Concerning Lhe
production plan each fir ' had to prep:zre its own plan
subnit it to the ministry in Budapest where it wes

ap roved or changed. Because of the red tape, howvever,
the apvyrovel of the ministry ceme after a very long
time. Often it came at the time when the time period

of the plan has already been expired. The plan was con-
trolled by meny euthorities. First by the plant, then
by en intermediary akkakx authority, for exampvle, the
construction trust, then by the ministry in Budapest,

by the central statisticel office, furthermore by the
local larty oggenization and by the locidl trade union.
The syctem of control reouired a gﬁfat eniount of peper-
work and many clericel work. ‘ithin ;Eant the most

importent part of the control was carried out by the
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depertment of bookkeeping. The chief sccountant hed to
longer
prepere every month e report and a ksexk form of report
quarterly. The statisticel department had to prepure
the seme kind of reports concerning production. It wos
indeed very difficult to realize the j;lan.fhe firms
usually exhausted their wage fund before the nlan ex-
pired. In order tc hire 2 stoek clerk it was necessayy
to receive the approval of the Orszagos Letszembizott-
seg in Budapest. Since such an approval camne after a
1ong time and sometimes it never came, the stock cle¥k
wes hired by the é;;g but his salary was vpaid at the
expense of the wage fund. There were many difficulties
in the other fields of the organization. It kaprened
that sand wes delivered from Siofok to a construction
in Pecs. The truck drivers charged more lo~d and a longer
route in order to get more premium. It was & system be-
cause a truck driver would have starved if he would not
have cheated. The system corrupted the people intentionally.
Lverybody was corrupt and corrupt for retty sums. It
was a feelingidebasement for everybody to chest for
few forints. The pgrest Revolution was actuslly an
attempt for self salvation. People did not want to
stezl enymore. They tried to be honest. ATter 1950
people did not dnre to ta’k. It was as if everybody
vould have talien on a mask, making himself insccessible
for everybody else. The Revolution was a creat attenpt

to nut off this mask to make oneself accessible for
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the other people. By that time everybody saw that the
state nlamning was & bluff. It was a buffonery

to prepere plans. However, the planning had a grect
ppychological Imvortance, It set up certain strict
limits to human activitles and novody wes sure when

he trespassed  those limits set up by the Party. Lvery-
body was moving on the thin border line of jail and
freedom. A decision made in Iungery today was based on
the declsion of the Party lezdership nade in iloscow
yesterdaey. Dvery problem, every affair became an
appemdix of some personal political struggle, sarticu-
lerly in the 2 years preceding the Revolution. 4 flood

of orcers and laws was lssued. Everybody infringed

w

upon them in his deily activities. The Revolution
wented to create a tabule rasa in this respeét too.
The Revolution was working under the jail psychosis,

& psychosis created by the barbed-wire on the bvorder
of the country end by the laws and orders within the
country. The same vsychosis helps to explain the prob-
lem of anti-Semitism in llungary. During the Revolution
there was no anti-Semitism, except for some insignifi-
caent atrocities in the country-side. However, there is
& greet anti-Semitism among the Hungsrian refugees in
Xuxk¥xx Austrig. Now thése Ilungarian refugees find
themseclves in the fete of the Hews, in the fate of the
eternzl homeless Ahesverus. The refugec wants an ex-

slef-@ontradiction
Plenation concerning the « In IHungary the notion
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of Jew and Comnmunist merged. If sonebody wes in
charitable
Auschwitz that represented undoubtedly = mhxxikxkiwex
advantage for him up to 1952. After that there was no
nore advantege attached to it. The Comnunist Party
ifself tried to get rid of the Jewish functinnéries,
In 1952 & tendency set in whereby the Party tried to
squeeze out the Jews from the middle functions, but
even this poliey was initiated by the Jews in the
highest functions, such es Rakosi. During the femous
medical process of Stalin one could hear vretty often
in Dudapest that the domination of the Jews has ended.
The Jewish petite bourgeoisie in Hungery adhered to its
own Beeling of power in an irreslistic way. They be=-
lieved that they cannot be hutt as long as Communism
was xXimg ruling. The Hungerian Revolution took place
as a struggle between 2 polarized Jewish groups, be-
tween the outsiders and the insiders. This is the ex-
vplenation why there were no atrocities in Budepest.
The so~cglled Christian middle class was enthusiastic
about the Revolution but at the same time it spelled
out the rationalization of the idea of the revenge. It
wes reclized in the lynching of some AVH people. At the
immediately
seme tine the Christian middle class immedickky
ammounced 1its claim for the voliticzsl nower as being
the only soeial group eligible to pover. It was well
represented in the person of Ilaleter, the former

: bourgeoisie
captiin in the guard of Horthy. Only the Jewish petite”
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Jjoined the Party. The rezl Jowish bourgeoicie never

did so, but took up the differcnt marginal positions

in economic l1life., They were interpreters, trenslstors,
editors of books, they were in the free professions.
They found an econonmic sphere for their self-reclization
without joining the Perty. The life of this Jewish
bourgeoisie is & good proof that the policy of the
worlers' kaders must lead to 2 moral benkrupteg. This
Jewrish bourgecoisie is wellerepresented in the career

of I'erei Ferenc who made 3000 to 4000 forints a month.
Zven after his arrest ond regsined freedom he wes able
&s a trenslator xwdomoxwmx to meke more money then the
averaje person. Beeause of so meny changed in the
sociel end psychologicsl Btructure the presently
existing anti-Semitism cither in Hungary or a=ong the
refugees abroad caniot be conpared to the anti-Semitism

before 1944,




