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Resnondent soent all of her life in Budanest, Hungary, in the
IR MR AN IXth District.

Finished £ gmades of ovublic school, and started the 6th grade
in the Fall of 1956.

Parents both living ith resvondent in U.S8. Three of the
grandparents are still living in Hungary.

Resnondent lives in Surmilt, New Jersey, with her oarents in
their 5-room avartment with kitehen, and she attends the
Roosevelt Public School 11 Summit, New Jersey.
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III. THwz SCHOOL SITUATION

A. Can you tell us somsthing about your school in Hungary?
Whilch wers your school subjects?

"In school the subjects were geograohy, arithmetic, history,
Hungarian language, reading and writing, Russian language, blology,
chemistry, gymnastic, drawing and singing." :

What sabjects were comvulsory?
411 the subjects were comoulsory?"
Did you have any indoctrination courses?

"We did not have a definite indoctrination course, but in
almost every subject our teacher talked about the Soviet Unlon.
Vie had Russian language hour three times a week, bub we didn't
learn only reading and writing in these hours, but from hour to
hour we learned about Russimn hilstory, Russian arithmetilc,
grammar, vocabulary, geograohy. Uie did not like the Russian
hour because we didn't like the Russien lenguage anyway. Ve
couldn't pronounce ths words. OJur teacher was a woman of about
forty yeara old. S&he was very seggressive. If we couldn't »nroe
nounce the worde correctly she hit our heads with a ruler."

"But as I said before, we learned about Russia in every other
gubject. In geograohy, for instance, almost everything was about
Russia. Ve learned about the Russian citles, rivers, economy,
farming, the plents which grow in Russia. We learned the same
things sbout Hungary, but it was about one third of the material
in our Look which was a:out Hungary, and two thirds about Russia.
In arithmetic, we learned the Rusgsian figures. e reveated khmm
what we learned in the Russian hour, and sometimes the Hungarian
reading hour and the Hasclan reading hour were combiqed. e had
to commare the two languages. Our Russian reailing was about
twice as thick as for any other textboolk for the other subjects,
and my cony book for the Russien language included 50 or 60 nages
with narrow lines. For any other subject we had a cony book of
kamxzm 10 or 12 nages, and I filled two mmmimx cony books for the
Russlan; at the same tims, four or five smell cony books for the
other subjects.

"In history we learned about Lenin and Stalin and other
great Ruaslans. We were taught how good they were, and how well
they led thelr nation. Ve also learned about the Czars, that they
were envious and selfish. We read a story about a Czar who was
first very good, but only becszuse he wanted to use the neonle for
hils vurvoses. Therefore, the neonle later on revolted against
bhim and the Czar diled in the flghts. His nlace was taken by a
veasant who became a really good leader of the country.”



Which subjects were liked most by you?

"Drawing, gymnastic and history. I 1ired the Hungarian his-
tory because our teacher always told us storles, besides what was
in the textbook, and I liked drawing because my father draws very
well, and I wanted to become as good a drawer as he is. Our
teacher also drew beautifully. I marvelled at her drawlngs oven-
mouthed all the time." (Resnondent shows her onen mouth marvelling.)

Which subjects did you like the least?

"I liked Russian and arithmetic the least. I didn't like
figures very muach, you know, and I didn't like the Russian be-
cause nobody liked the Russilans or their language. VWhen they
mruxkex praised Stalin and Lenin, I always had to think about
what they did against Hungary, and how they rocked the whole
country. £And they always lied. They sald that the Russians
libereted Hungary, but that was not true, and we all knew that.”

L

Can you tsll us something about your teachers now?

"I liked our forw master very much. She was a dear nerson
and she was always just. ©She vunished those who didn't behave
well, and rewarded those who were good with a certificate of
merit. Or, 1f everybody was good, she took us for an excursion,
or th the zoo. She was a young woman around 32 or 33 years old,
and always full of understanding toward us. She taught gymnastics
which of course helved a lot, because we all liked it.

"iie had a man teacher in geogravhy. He was around 40, but
he was always grouchy. He never ezxnlained anything to us. Ve
just had to reclte the lesson he gave us last time. Sometimes he
also taught us the Russian geogra»hy, instead of the Russian
teacher. He was very strict, If somebody made just one werd
mistake, he gave him grade one. You know, this was the worst
grade in our class.

"Oh, I just remembered that our bilology wx teacher was also
a man. Wwe didn't like him either. He svoke too slowly, and he
didn't like to exnlain things to us either. He told us that
everything was invented by the Russians. He said once that wax
was fxzg@x discovered In Russia. I went hone and asked and asked
my grandfather, who was much older than the teacher, and who knew
very much. He told me that what the t.acher saild wasn't true.
This way I found out that the teacher told us about many things
whlch were invented in Hungary, that those things were discovered
in Russia,

"But I really liked ocur Russian tcacher the least. She was
the only one who :1t us. As far as we knew, the tcachers werse not
allowed to ounish us vhysically, but kthkm the mothers of many of
my classmates went to the teachers cnd asked them to hit us, be-
caase we were very undiscinlined. Therefores, the Director came
in once in a while and if we were very bad, he svanked. But this
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was all right; we deserved it. However, the Russian teacher al-
ways beat us when we made the smallost mistake. She was a Russian.
“he came to Hungary only ten or twelve years ago. She svoke
broken Hungarian. Her real language was Russian. She always told
us that we need the Russian language, 2nd 1f we smpoke well, she
sald, we would be teken to Moscow. She was a 8illy one. She
thought we would take it as an honor, but we didn't. Ve didn't
want to go to Moscow. Ve were interested in other citles very
much. Ve wanted to go to Austria, or Czechoslovakia, but not to
Russla; not to Yoscow. You know, we had a girl in the class who
talked very good Russlen. Her father was a orisoner of war in
Russia, and they had a friend, a Protestant oriest, who sooke
Russian fluently. He was very strict with this girl and he
forced her to learn the Russian language too. The teacher wanted
to send the girl to Moscow because of her good knewledge of Ruse
slan, but the girl told her that she viouldn't go to Moscow, and
refused her offer. This nricst whom I mentioned before triesd to
court the mother of the girl, but xkx the mother refused him too,
and she sald that as long as her husband woildn't come back, she
wouldn't go o1t with other men. This vriest had a good friend-
shis with our Russian teacher, and he also wanted to send the
girl to Moscow.

"At the end I Just want to mention our drawing teacher. Her
I lixed the most. She was twenty one years old and a lovely,
lovely »erson."

Did your teachers treat all children ecually?

REEAXXXRIX

"No. All the teachers practiced favoritism with Eva Farkas.
She always flattered the teachers, brought them oranges and >ther
gifte. I don't know how she could do it, becasuse her father was
an usher at the amusement »ark, 'nd of course all the teachers
were much nicer to her if Bhe didn't know the lesson, or if she
did anythlng wrong. They always consoled her and said that it
would be better for tomorrow if she knew the lesson the next day.
Even my mother favored her. She chose her to sign my cony tooks.
I Just couldn't understand that. She was a bad girl. Vhen she
started to fight with me, then finally I was the one who took
home a revort about it, and she was consoled by everybody. Ve
didn't 1like her. Nobody lied her in the class. Ve showed &
good face, of course, becauss we were afraid she would tell it to
the teacher and then finally we wo '1d come out the losers. But
we all hated her from the bottom of our hearts. She always had =
new dresses. I also got new dresses, but not so often, and I
didn't wear them every day, only on Sunday."

Were your teachers Communists? And how did you %now it?

"Our Director was a Communist, but she didn't teach me .
Our gecgranhy teacher was a Comnunist, the Russisn teacher was
a Communist, and our singling teacher, but she .as forced into the
Party. I guess the same was true of our drawing teacher. e
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didn't have too many Communist teachers in our school, because
you know, this was the former Ranolder, which was given to the
state under cebtain conditions, and one of the conditions was
that we wouldn't have too many Communlst teachers. (Ranolder
was a famous Protestant denominational school in Budavest,
which wes confiscated by the Communists. Interviswer's Note.)

"It wasn't difficult to see who was a Communist and who
wasn't. The Communist teacher dldn't belleve 1in God. They al-
ways talked about Stalin and Rekosi instesd. lUie could even see
well who was forced into the Party, and who took »art in it will-
Ingly. The Russian teacher was always so hapoy to tell about
those things of Russia. The geogranhy tescher too. But our
drawing teacher and singing teacher didn't sveak gladly about Com-
muilsm and its slogams. It could be seen on their faces."

Tell us something about your classmates now. Who were your
friends, and how did you come to know them?

"¥y dearest friend was the girl whose father was a nrisoner
of war in Russla, whom I mentioned before. Her mother was a doew-
tor and she worked in a laboratory, and her father had a Gagz
factory before he was talren to Rugsia. But his factory was nation-
alized anyway, in connectilon with a Grosz trial. I had another
friend too. Her father was a very good baker. She could keep
secrets so well. Ve alwvays nlayed that we werse already big girils,
and all of her sisters kept our secrets. e all vlayed together.
They had very good menners. I loved their grandmother. She vas
Just like my own. ile talked about éverything together -- who was
our bridegroom. Of comwse we all chose one. I li%ed hep older
brother. He was s beautiful boy. But we talked very much about
Communism too -- how bad it was, and how the¥ Russians exonloited
us. I asked er and she acked me. Ve also always agreed In things,
and even 1if we fought sometimes, which of course havnened, we
never talked about our secrets to anybody. We very often slept
at each other's homes too, and I talked to my friends just about
everything."

Whom d1d you not like at school?

"I didn't like the one whom I mentionad, who was favorsd
by all the teachers, and there was another girl. She was go
finicky and envious &hd%k she could never “een any secret., I
didn't like these two girls,"

Were there any Communists among your classmates?

"I don't know. e have never talked about that."

Were thercmm any children at school who were looked n to
by all the others?

"Oh yes. Ve hed a girl vwhose father was very smart. He was
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an engineer. OQur class master said that we couldn't talk to her
as just to any other girl, because she was a very irtelligent
girl. She dldn't like imorover talk. e always had to watch
our makk mouths when we talked to her. 0Oh, she had a beautiful
voicel! She was a solo singer, even on the radio sometimes she
sang. And her marks viere always the best in the class. Ve saw
from the first mlnute that there was something of wvslue 1n that
child. We liked her very much. She was very heloful. She didn't
look down on us because she was smarter than we were. We could
feel just a little bit that she was conscious of her suverilority.
But everybody was her friend; even that girl who was favored by
the teachers was her friend. But, you "now, the teachers didn't
favor this other girl at all."

Let's say there are two children of your age. One of them
is the daughter of a man who once was a2 lawyer, but is now a
common laborer. The other is the daughter of a man who was a
common laborer ten years ago, but now is the manager of a fectory.
Whleh of them would you rather have as a friend?

"For me, it didn't count whose father was who. But, for
instance, Eva Farkas whuld never talk to somsone, or never make
friends with someone, whosé father was a bricklayer. The other
girl, you know, whom we looked u» to, she didn't care. Her
second best friend was the daughter of a steel worker. If =ome-
body was a Communist, I would have nlayed with her Just the sawme,
but inslde I wouldn't like her so much. I once had a friend whose
mother was a Communist. They lived in the same house as we did.
But I didn't care, as long as she was honest."

¥Did you have religious instruction at school, or &t home?

"No, we didn't have any religious instruction at school.
we went to a separate Sunday school. Every Suniay, there was
firet a Mass, and then there was a club room. They set uo a
little altar there, and all the children gathered at that nlace,
and there we had our Sunday school. Sometimes we gave verforme
ences at that olace. I 1lited it very much. The nriest who
taught us there was the samc one who marrled my narents. At
school, ve had to hide the fact that we went to the Sunday school.
If they lecarned about it, our marks were made worse. They were
alvways lowered by one mark. Ve taled about the Sunday school
with our classmates, but we never mentioned it to our teachers.
On the other hand, i1t was funny. Across the street from the
school there was a church. After school, when all the teachers
left, we very often snecaked into the church, and yo:1 know whom
we found there? Our teachers! Even our Communist teaschers. The
Director was in the church very often. They had to olay up that
they were Communists, becaise they woild have lost thelr jobs."

B. Did you tell your »arents what haonened in school?

"I told my varents about everything at school. I even
talked about my vad behavior if I did something wrong. Then my
mother reorimanded me, tut this was all. If I talked to her
about what we lsarn.d et school -~ what we always hearditx, that



w1t
CH-1t F 1I1/8

the Russians were so good, and so smart -~ she told me that it
wasn't so. Very often, my father talked to me about these things
too. He exvlained to me in detail why the Russians are nc good,
and what 1s dliferent from what we learned at school. I always
believed what my mom and what my daddy said."

C. Did you sver talk about what haovwened at home when you
were at school?

"I kaXk never talted ebout thaings I heard at home at school.
My mother told me that 1t could make troubls for us. She said
that father could be imnrisoned if I ovaned my mouth. I could
talk to my girliriend about 1it, but to nobody else. I got used
to 1t, and I watched very carefully all the time never to talk
about things I heard at home."

D. What did you do after school hours?

"I went home and did my homework. Then I ate my supper.
I read a little and then I went to sleeo. If my homework wasn't
too long, then of course I could go to olay."

What did you read? What books?

"I loved the historical novels, but I also liked detective
stories. I borrowed those bocks from the Public Library, Children's
Section. I read quite a lot of fairy tale books too."

What other amusements did you take vart in?

"We went to the movics twice & month. Also, we went to the
theatre or to the amusement park. In our neighborhood, there was
a milk tavern. I liked that. Or we went to the vastry shovo, and
ate very good pastries."

Did you take part in any svorts?
"I was not allowed to do any svorts. I had myocarditis."
Did you play with other children? And what did you play?

"e had a large court in the back of the house, and we
nlayed with all thg ofher children from our house. ue played
weddings, mowmme and daddy, the game of tag, hides and seek. e
also liked to'play that nolicemen caught us and ounished us.
Juﬁ%tail kinds of gemes like that."

Did you particivate in the Plonmer Movement?

"I was a Ploneer from the l4th matt grade on. It was somethiag
like the Girl Ecoute here. iie went outdoors on Sundays. ile colw
lected stones, and olants, but only girls. Ve had only zirls in
our group. Sometimes we had our “ionser meetings and we had to
nit down everything that hep-ened there in the form of a diery.

At thése meetings, they told us that the Ploneer MMovement wes found
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out by the Russiens, and they told us stories about how Stalin
and Lenin helved the Pioneers. e didn't like thess meetings,
but we had to belong to the Pioneers. Just everybody had to bew
long to this movement. Once a week we went to these neetings
et i o'clock in the afternoon, and they ended around 6 or some-

times 7. Ve really would have liked to vnlay instead of attend-
ing these meetnings."



Now tell us something about your family. What did your
father do, and your mother?

"My mother didn't do anything. She only helved my fether.
My ‘ather was a valnter. He nainted victures and scarves, and
repaired some furniture. The Clty Council bought the things he
made. My mother always worked with hin, especially during the
last few years. We had a one~-room and kitchen apartment, and
my father had a cormer as a workshop. My narents were at home
all day long. Ve lived in the IXth Distriet. It was a large
apartment house owned by the City. First, as I can remember, we
llved with grandmother. She had a two-room anartment with kitch-
en, It was very nice. Then we moved out to Zuglo (& suburb of
Budanest) into a twoe-room apartment, and from that olasce we
noved into the house where we lived baefore we £ came out, in this
one-room avartment with kitchen. It was on the same block where
my grandmother lived.

"I had a sevarate sofa where I slevt, and my parents had a
large double sofa which coi1ld be owened up for the night."

Who did the housework? Did you helo too?%

"First my grandmother. Later, when my mother started %o
work coatlnuously with my father, a woman cawe in to heln. She
worked for us and for grandmother as well. She cooked, and
oressed, and did the laundry. Before I slways helned grandmother,
but sgince this woman came in, I didn't have %o help =-- unless she
was sick. But I had to go shoowing at the market.”



V. REWARDS AND PUNISHMEN1S

A. Have you been rewarded at school for good work?

"Tf we behaved very well, or we prevared our lessons excel-
lently, then we got from the teacher an honorary letter for good
work. This was the only reward we got at school.”

Be fiere you ever punighed at school?

"I told you before that our Director came in once in a while

and nunished us vhysically, and slso the Russian teacher who al=

ways hit our heads. But the other teachers never touched us. They

sent us out to the corridor 1f we didn't behave well, or we gotl

a revort of unsatisfactory conduct, and we had to take it home and

show 1t to our varents.”
C. Were you ever ounished by your parents?

"If I got such a renort, then my »arents punished me, Or
if there was any comvlaint against me at school. My father beat
me up twice in my life, once so thet two of my teeth fell out.

I don't remember Why, but if he hit me, it was very strong. He
had a heavy hand. Otherwise, my mother ased to apank me with a
wooden spoon ~=- you know, with a cooking svoon. My grandnother,
too. My grandfather was the only one who didn't beat me, bo=

cause he was too strong, and therefore he was afr2id to nlt me."
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VI.

Now, let me ask you a bit about the revolution. Can you tell
us why the Hungarians started the revolution?

"I think the revolition hapnened becsuse the Hungarians
started to demonstrate and the Russians couldn't stand that, and
therefore they shot at the Hungarians. Then, the soldiers dls-
tributed thelir weanons, and the neovle started to fight. Many
peonle died. I heard this when I listened to the radio. Yother
saw many things from our window, also, because it was just across
from a moiex police barrack, where the Russians moved in later on.
Wwe children weren't allowed to nass in front oi the building, be-
cause our varente were afrald that the Russians would shoot us.

I also saw many tanks burnsd out, and we saw the shooting from the
back window. It was in the eveaing, and as the ammunition baew

up it was like a firecracker. L erything trembled -- our uhole
apartment."

B. What imoressed you wmost during the revolution?

"When Imre Nagy said on the radio: Helo! Heln! You know,
I felt that we really would nsed helv. Ve were told that the
Americens would help. ¥ie @m didn't know whether they would come,
but I wished so much for them to come."

C, Did you take part in the revolution?

"I didn't take vart in the revolution, because my varents
didn't allow me to go into the street. But I was informed of
everything. (This is a word by word translation of what respondent
said.) I heard about the demonstration from my uncle, who went
to see 1t, and came up to ns and told us about 1t. I %new that
the Hungarlan veovle uwanted freedom, because the radio said it.

I knew 1t from the flrgt miaute on. But I could go to the street
only with my mother. She took me out when everything was qulet.
The shovs were oven, but we couldn't go directly to the baker for
Instances I had to climb the funce and x jumo into the court of
the other house where the baker lived, and come back with the
fresh bread using a ladder. Oh, this was fantastlic, what wonder-
ful bread we got during the revolutiont! It was aluays fresh and
warm: Latcr on the bakers were mmmi not allowed again to bake
fresh bread every day. Agein we alweys ate dry bread. Just one
thing was missing. We covldn't get any alcohol during the revol-
utlon, because the Russians drank everything."
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VII.
YWhat would you like to be when you grow up?

"I would like to become a day care co:ter teacher, or a
nurse in a children's hospital. I like the small children very
much, and I always wanted to work with them. But now my mother
tells me that I should learn =Znglish, becauge there are very
few neonle in Hungary who talk English, and if we go home to
Hungary then I would be asble to work in a lauyer's office or in
the Parliament as a stenogravher. However, I still woald like
to do something with children. I love small children. I asked
my mother for a sister so many times. I don't Y¥now why I haven't
a sister, or a brother; it wouldn't matter.”

A. Tell me, whet 1s a good father like?

"A good father should love his children. He should take the
chlld to see many things. He should helvp her to prenare her les-
sons, and X exolain everything she has to learn about. But he
shouldn't be too strict with the children. He also should buy
- dresses for the children."

What do you think an ideal teacher 1s like?

"He Jjust should be a good teacher. He should never beat
the chlldren, and shouldn't be unjustly strict. And they have
to talk about the subject very much. This way we can remember
the things better.”

What is a good mother 1like?

"A good mother sho1ld be somehow the same as & good fatner.
She should help the child to teke ocare of nerself -~ teach her how
to dress, how to wash herself, and also how to take care of the
hosehold. She could keep the anartment clean, and wash for the
children.”

What are the three woret taings a child can do?

"To steal, to 1lie, and to deceive."

What are the three most lmmortent things a child should
bs taught?

"4 ehild should be taught to learn ev.rything at school that
she has to, to have a good scnse of reswonsibility, and to learn
to work well."

Whet are the three worst things one oan say about someone?

"I would say that she is a liar, she 1s & thief, and she is
a bad student.”
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VIII. SPECIAL SECTION

A. 7ho do you think are the three greatest neonle in the
world?

"Schubert -- he was a great musician. I like music. The
second is ftom Columbus, who discovered America. I learned it
in history. In the Hungarian history book, there was a little
bit about Anerica, and I lesarned it from there. And the third
one was Sandor Petofi, He was a good poet. He was aluays on
the side of the peasants, and he didn't like the great ones, the
lords, because they exploited the neasants and serfs. They let
them work very hard, and they dldn't give them money for 1t. I
learned this from our reading bookX but I kmow also that t:is is
the truth, because I have all the noena, the Collected Poems of
Petofl, and he wrote about it. But uy father told me too, and
my grandfether also.”

Who do you think are the three greatest veonle in the
world today?

"BElsenhower and Zoltan Kodaly. He 1s a wonderful musician.™
(Her eyes light uo when she talks sbout music. She cannot mention
e third one.%

D. Now we would like to give you a few names of famous Hungare
lans. Can you tell us & little about each of them?

King St. Stevhen - "St. Stephen was very religious, and he
was a very Just king. I read ebout him in our reading book, and
also I read books about his activity which I borrowed from the
library."”

King Mathias - "King Mathies was & good king. I heard about
him in school a little, and my grandmother always told me stories
about him. I learnedthis sloﬁan from her too: "Mathias has died,
and justice is gone with him.

Frank Rakocsl the Second - "Rakocsi was a great Kuruc. %
(Kuruc means a soldier in the insurrectionist army of Francis
Rakocsl, fighting against Hansburg oovression in the 17th and 18th
centurles. These nersons symoathized with the nationalist cause
of Rakoczil.) He helped the Hungarians and defeated the Labanec."
(Labanc is a nickname of vro-Austrian soldiers during the 18th
century. The Hungarians called the overzesalously loyal Hungarians
to Au?tria duriag the Hiungarlen viar of Indenendsnca. Interviewer's
Note.

Alexander Petofli -"Petofi was a wonderful noet. He liked
the serfs becaige he himself came from a serf family, & very voor
family."

Steohen Szechenyl -~ "Szechenyi -- I didn't learn anything
about Szechenyi. Is this bad?" (Resvondent asks “hie guestion
with 2 lot of anxiety in her voice.)
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Francies Deak - "Francis Deak always helved the poor."

Teresla Maria - "Teresis Maria was a very just queen of
Hungary."

Bethlen -~ "lle didn't learn about him."

Michael Tancsics - "Tancsics was a very goo Freedom Fighter.
He helved the poor. He himself was very voor."

Ceorge Dosza -~ "Dosza won the war against the Turks."

Nlcholas Horthy ~ "Nicholas Horthy? I don't know anything
about him."

Joseph Mindszenty - "I don't know anything sbout Mindszenty
either, but I heard his name."

Imre Nagy - "Wie would like him very much to become our
leader. He 1s a very good man."



Finally, tell me, what strikes you as belng comnletely dif-
ferent in the U.S. from Hungary?

"The school 1s diffsrent. Here we have to be at school all
day long. At home we went to school from 8 A.M. to 1 P M. or from
2 to 5 PV Only."

what are the things you like most about the U.S.?

"I like the best the hamburgers, svaghettl with meatballs,
and Pat Boon. He 1s a very nice man, and he doesn't jump when
he sings."

What are the things yon dlsapprove of in the U.S.A.?

"Oh, I don't like green veas, Rock and Roll, and Elvis Presleyl
He jumps like a goat.”

THE END



