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The events in Hungary clearly proved that Hungarians
and other East European nations are not willing to
live under communism, under any form of communism
not even national communism. It further proved the
failure of ®mx coexistence, the inpossibility to co-
exist with the Soviet Union. The Hungerians proved
and stated that they were not willing to live X% under
MK Soviet tyranny anymore. The Soviet Union
in spite of its reccnt tactical moves of frieﬁdahip
proved during the revolt that it was not going to
give the satellite nations their freedom. The Hun-
garians on the other hand decided 2nd statet that
neutrality was to them the only possible roac.
It was also revealed that although the West talked
about freedom it refused to take even the slightest
step against Soviet Russia at this time, not even
such a minimum step as economic sanctions against
the Soviet Union.

Rakosi
The Revolution began when EXXKZIXX came to power.
It all began with 1945 the so-called liberation.
Hungary didn't have a good opiniongtﬁm/%ge Russians
ig that time. There were free elections in 1945 and

later and Hungary proved already then,that she did

not m want to have a communist government. The
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Communist Party received only 17% of the votes in spite
of the fraudulent voting practices which made the Communist
vote higher than it actually was. Then came the Hekosi-
salami tactics, to get rid of the opposition inside and out-
s¥e the Party. In 1948 the Communist Party came to power.
Up to 1949 the standard of living rose, then came the
Five-Year-Plan and the standard of living began to drop
swiftly. This was accompanied by a strong wave of terror,
which heightened in 1952 when at its climay there was a
wave of deportations. The purpose of this was to get rid
of the so-callecd class aliens including the corner grocer.
In 1952 they also deported from areas along the border
reople of Croat and Serbian origin. This was the height
of the hostilities with Tito. I saw this in ny own
country, the country of Zala. There was a series of
trials including the trials within the Communist Party.

By 1953 it was obvious that the Five~Year-Plan and the
terror could not be carried out. At this point Inmre
Nagy's government came to power. The first labor camps
including that at Recsk which was worse than Auschwitz.
were dissolved. This was followed by the new consumer
goods policy. People began to bresthe more easily and
there was an easing up in the intellectuals and literary

field too., Many Party members were disillusioned when
they saw the failure of the Party's policies. But the
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Imre Nagy regime meant no basic changes; it merely

calmed down people somewhat, and made the atmosphere some-
what easier. Of course, there were still political
prisoners, collective fams, etc. But everything seemed
easier. In March the Party resolution against Rightist
deviationists was connected with the fall of Malenkow and
the rise of Bulganin, Then the terror started again,

the writers, who had collected around Nagy were suppressed
and the economic changes disappeared. Rakosi was in saddle
again.

The 20th Party Congress gave the writers am opoortunity

to vrite more freely and to agitate against the Party.

An exanple of this agitation was the December letter

to the Party about Wemeth's Galilei, ete. At the Party
meeting of the 13th district in Budapest a teacher got

up and demanded that Rakosi resign. In general the preess
began to voice its opposition against the regime.

The Petfi Circle. (See end of interview for respond-

den'ts comments on Petdfi circle debates in greater
detail.) The Pettfi circle began with merely
technical professional debates; they debated problems
of historiography, economiex, philosophy ete. Then

the debates were extended to discussions of matters
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of national importance. There was a 5rea§f¥§¥2;ggt in
these debotes in cpite of the silence of the press
and the o»position of Szabad Wép. AT the nress
debate X¥RCOEECEOEOrEeXK there was o sherp attack
on ke’osi and the regime in general. At this point
things accelerated. The interest in the Petdfi circle

grew especially among university students. In Sep-—

tember and October the youth bezan to voice its de-
mands. At the Polytechnic institute they stated

their derands in sixteen points. Then came the

October 25rd demonstration. This was riot an anti-
semitic nor a dangerous deﬂonstratibn. Next cane

the Gerd speech in which he called the people Fascists
etec. And then they fired on the crowd.

The Revqlntion fousht for political, economical and

human rights, againét Communisri. A1l of the factors listed

“contributed to the outbreak of the Revolutidi;

The Revolution was not caused by the agitation of
writers end students. It would be foolish to say
It was

that it was. XERXICCRBEE N G NP Wefite ./ The

. vh-ich
reglme;ﬁade Revolution. It prevented people from
living normally, as befi%s human beings.
Fcononically the norms system exploited the workers.
These loans and other deductions took away a goodly

percentage of the earnin s; real wages were low as

a result and one could buy little for them. Hous-
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ing was poor; in the war many houses were destroyed
and very few new houses were built in spitz of the
high birthrate. They built Pzrty buildings and other
public buildings. The housing situation was worst

in Budapest and in the growing towns, in industrial
towns like lliskole and Varpalota. The political causes

T

e were the following, political meetings took

A

up a great deal of everybody's free time. At these
meetings one had to protest about,/%ggenbergg

and about Beloiannis. People were forced to go Qi to
these neetings after work. The regime tried to fool

the workers with slogans which didn’*t nean anything.

Wnernthe Communist regime was established it took

from the Lumpen proletariat people who were
otherwise useless and dlaced them in Government jobs.

such people becane the so-called worker aristocracy
; a
which were only/ very small percentased, about 1-2
of the century
percent/ They lived -well and forgot their origin,
heir fathers, their nothers. They had special shops,
villas, cars, veecations. They didn'i know how 1o
run the country nor how the peonle were living, they
xew nothin’ about their jobs. In the summer of 1956
Tlegedils B overing on interpellation in parliament
didn’% xnow the price of butter. He didn't know any-
thing about running the country's econony.
Petofi Circle
The social problem: in QOctober 1956 XEXXRXEEK wanted

to riake a sociolozical study of the 1ife of the
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Budapest workers, The facts revealed sbout the life of
the workers in Budapest were shocking. The worker's
children were on the street without supervision.

There was a gréat rise in juvenile delinquency. There
was no place where the children could go after school

and as a result the crime rate increcased. The regime
talked about giving everyone a chance to get an education.

The situation however was that not only class aliens but

workers also were denied the opportunity to get an ade-
quate education because they just couldn't afford to send
their children to school. Children didn't even finish
the general school ("4ltalZnos iskola;, 8 year school).
0f 150,000 children only 100,000 finished the general
school. The situation of children living in isoleated
rural settlements was especially bad in this respect.
Vorkers at least had the oppertunity to work even

though they were exploited, They could at least live.
The peasants ¢id not have this opportunity. The s
ealled Kulaks, the spine of Hungarian agriculture,

were liquidated. This group was never high in number,
In 1955-56 there were six~thousand, anong whom were many
middle peasants, who had 25 holds of land and a certain

nonetary attitude then he was called a kulak even though he
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was a middle peasant with 10 holds property or up.
This stratum was ruined ecohomically: theirdde~
livery quote was higher thdn their &éariy produc-
tion. And those yreasants who owned lessgthan 10 holds
of land were forced into collective farms. They
joined because the taxes were lower. The collective
farms wers very uneconomical because they produced
crops which ﬁore unprofitavlie, %%E%gﬁsdidn'ﬁ like

to join the collective farms.

Since the regime was ideologically committed to large-
soale agriéulture it forced people info collective
farms. The country sha8ks money on many collective
and state farms. The stafe farms hired laborems WIiXX

congisting i
EERXARLRY of Jandless pakimmEw peasants and ruined

indigent agrarian increased
kulaks. The FRRETETLYEAXVENRALIER proletariat BEEE

i%ﬁ%%ﬁ%%ﬁiﬁo The only gg%%ﬁi%%%ﬁ was thaf at least
in the villages They had enough ¥E¥¥R 4o eas. There
wes anothér fact which contributed to thé agricul-
ture problem. A large number of the'iggglpopulation
especially young men of 16 = zﬁ 30 lefd fhe villages
and. got jobs as Tactory workers in the cities. Vil-~ |
lages became depopulated.

The miners were also badly off economically. Many
miners had a small awmount of land on which they grew
foods the regime fought against the miners owning

land while they worked in the mines. (Kétlakishg).
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The regime didn't like the miners to own land be-
cause it 1ad less economic power over them if they
had encugh food to est,

The intelligentsiz was in the worst situation. The
technical intelligentsia was praised by the regime
although 1t waes paid badly. There was a small
number of scholars and engineers which was singled
out by the regimwe for speclal rewards. The rest was
badly paiﬁaAs for the non~-technical intelligdentsia
a small number of great artists made £ 100,000 forints
Xar year but they couldn't work freely and couldn't
travel abroad. The rest of the middle class, the
civil servants and similar office workers were in
the worst situation. They got the lowest pay and
were in the greatest dangsr of being fired, without
the opportunity of finding @ new jols Theym the
hardest ress%damis was obvious even in the Revolu-
tion. One could see that they participated less in
the Revolution than the workers and other sirata.
'They received 800 - 1000 forints per month, they
were the ones who were most terroriged. They were
afraid of everything because they have been attacked
so much. This was eapecialiy true of the provinecial
lower middle class. In the office it was easy to

supervise them.
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L. was the general social situation, which econtributed to
cause the revnlt.

Ag Zor Western evenis in spite of the Western Radio
stations people were not correctly informed about
international affains. They were unable to measure
end judge the relative strength of this West and
the Soviet UnionThis is not true of everyone but

of a great uany neople. They hopecd mhexs th:t if
people died ‘n Hungary the West would help, This

is the fault »" ‘Ghe ?estern Radio stations, except
XXX the BBC, :i1 s }gggggenated the statements of
Western polivical leaders Exxxxmmxx/g;se they com-
rented on these in a fashion whick led I¥X pceople
to believe that shey meant more than they actually
did. The feeling was that the ¥est was saying if
you do something we will help. They did not neces—
serily expect armed help but political help.

Pecple trusted ¥ themselves - they said,ﬁi'%%rQ

vive these times,

{2b) Among internstional events the i orean war contri-
buted. Everyone Imew that South- crea wouldn'+t
attack Russis, that the Northerners were the aggres--
80Xr8. People thought that if once we were in such
5 gituation the South Koresns gﬁﬁ%dhelp us too. Such
psychological details made people think that the

West would help them.
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Stalin's death gave people hope., I% wes a happy event.
Berlin meant sometiing too though people knew little
of it,

The 20th farty Congress meant a great deal; not so
much the words or the facts sbout Stalin whick were
known, but the faet that in Eungary the Congress was
quickly overestimated. It presented an oppeztunity

to altack Rakosi with ideological arguments.

The Yugoslav cirecus affecfed people too. It had o
varied effect. It solicited sympathy for the
Yugoslave, although not towards the Yugoslav Communist

regine. The faet that the small Yugoslav nation

could resist the Soviet Union was impressive. People
sald: "It would be good for us tco, to be separate.®
ut it ﬁas the Augtrian neutrality asgreement which
had the grecatest alffect. People felt the same
agreenent should be made regarding Mungary and
KEumania, Most peo@le said "let's follow the Austrian
example." It was not an acecident that a neutral
Hungary was proclaimed during the Revolution; 98 % of

the country backed this.
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The Geneva Conference.

It gave people confidence; they believed it when
Eisenhower said that the satellite nations must be

given freedon and security. It was always such

~

unimportant things waich people trusted and had
faltk in, not the importansk things.
Domestic events.
In 1953 the changes :7 the Imre Nagy regire weare
significant. The chanﬂeslﬁégﬁfiﬂzgay'and nost of them
RXXochenoes were felt mostly in Budapest and the
industrial centres. Ivents reached the rural areas less
¥ quickly. This ﬁas shown in the Revolution too.
The Revolution spread slowly to the provinces xm from
the big cities,.
DB 00 RARINQOBG L\ h
The big trials,for instance that of Mindszenty also,
contributed. This tr-.al was .o a trial XPEUGEE of
Mindszent ¥ but mxier BPensix i%fl i __u,;’ in .ig etrlllearal
majority of the counsry is religious. That is why
it was considered such a big outrage.

Ra jk-funeral
The xxxekiwg on October 6th,1356 muirxzge ~t
which?ggfjuoo people participated was also one of
the moré‘important events. This was the first time
it was apparent how nuch reonle hated the rersime,

Actually, hanged
AREC people didn't care for Rajk. e XK nany
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people when he was rinister of interior,/he was the

victim of one of the Stalinists trials. As such his

funeral gave an opportunity igg protest against Sta-

linist barbarism.iﬁﬁXﬁﬁﬁXKﬁiﬂﬁiﬁﬁKﬁﬁﬁiﬁﬁﬁ}it;iﬁxﬁ&%

&ﬁﬁu These events all comtribvuted towards placing the

country in a revolutionary rood.

The following is juss my personal opinion. To tell

you the truth I didn’t believe even in ;E;gehours

when shots were fired before the Radio station on the

23rd, that this was a Revolution. I participated in
the Petdfi circle debates and in the demonstration on
October 23rd. There were timgs when I had hopes of
BEGE the liberation. The péople in Hungary were al-
ways walting and hoping. There were moments, the

time of the Austrian treaty for instance. But my
hopes were never so high as to expect tﬁn Revolu-
tion. There was no turning point. The Revolution

came from one day to another, completely unexpectﬁdﬁyﬂ
It was put together c¢f small details. Blind faith

in the West was one o¢f the chief contridbuting factors.

The Revolution didn't break out simply because the
writers existed. Until Imre Nagy ¥%¥X the writers
praised R&k0si and Stalinism. When Imre Nagy came to
power they realized the truth and began to speak free-

1y. A% the end of 1955 this tendency became stronger



NI 0 2:'. ._. ' _*!'i.n 1 N JR\ j 4 I\'r ) JJ\) [ «)N- R ...-']:-l p o 1 4

et e

pore poweriul
and hgtyex. After the 20th angxasﬁh?arty Congress

the role of the writers increased iﬁ\importancea It
was they who mirrored and reflected ;he peoples
"t l-d. L \ N
mood. hkﬁ&A% helped to develpp and strenge
4
then the dissatisfaction of the peonle. .he 0DNposSi-
tion to the regime increased as a resuiﬁ of their
worx. For instance ¢ writer would ttqcﬂ foreced
hundred
collectivisation. Until no;ﬁl4ﬂxpuovl kn?u about
that, now 1, OOO tn s lbout it. How great En interest
there was in thelr work is demonstrated ‘o~r the fact
that people struggled to get Irodalmi Ugsag ‘and
Hétf6i lirlap. One rewsvendor was chased up the
in danger of be*l%
statue of Phzmany because he wasfgrushed so by those
who were trying to get a paper; he handed them down
one by one to the people. 50 - 60 people stood in
line for Irodalmi Ujség 2% each vendor. One of %hem
said to me:"I can't give you a paper because you
donft buy at my stand regularly.t
The writers wereespecially popular after the press
debate of the Petdfi circle. It was especially the
intelligentsia which showed aﬂ.interest in them. The
until
worikers were less interecsted in literature, mrdxsm
the press debate. AZter the press debate the workers
and others also became interested in the intellec-—..
revolt thy .
tuaTEINGRXEY and in the Petdfi cirele. It was B ;-

debate where the writers made a stand agalnst the
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regime. Among them were Déry and Tardos. The re-
volution had two strong forces; one: arms, two:

the press. Never belore during a revolution in Hune—
gary wes the press gacped LO the extent %%ﬁgt was
s22red Auring this revolution. People ran after the
pepers and ate them up. It is true what Togliatti
said; that the writers cmyshed the Party and the

regime; although they did not do it by themselves.

0f the leading wrilters who participated in the in-

volt
tellectua lXﬂﬁﬁﬂKDevy was outstanding, as just

about the nost }5@%}{1 Communist writer. e X¥% kad been

attacked since 1949 when he was already distant fron
the Party.

Actualixfﬁ%ﬁ%&xﬁ&%&%%%ﬂfﬂﬁggﬁn among the writers:

l. writers, who were not Party members and were

not allowed to write until 1955/56. Among these

were LAaszld Németh and Ldrine Szabb.

2, Party memberd, who were members of the oprosition

group withln the Party. Among these were Déry, Hay,

Novobaezky, who wrote the international column for

Szabad Hepy Tibor Tardds, who was expelled from

the Party after the Petofi cirele debate in which he
participated. Others were Mik1lds Gimes of Szabad Nén,

H?rag' the Korean reporter, who behaved decently towards

% end p ¢ .
and Zoltan Zelk. At the beginning Mérai was

hated most because of his articles on Kores. Even
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the stupidest child new that the stories about gernm
warfare were untrue. You can't maxe germ warfare in
freezing, below-minus weather. Hor - arty writem ¥B¥¥ became
more important after the beginning of the intellectual
‘ferment. Laszlo Németh was very popular among the

young people although he was almost a fofhidden

wiriter,

(25) After the 20%th Party Congress Irodalmi Ujsag was in
the ﬁ%%ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁﬁn For some time Miivelt Nep was quite
£00d too, ¥XXXNIEXFEXIEE but then it became stale,
Hore interesting was Hét£51i Hirlap which was edited
by Ivan Boldizsar.

In the provinces NEEXEN Magrar NemzetIT was ponular;
althoush it was not revolutionary in tone, it did
show a somewhat freer spirit.

Among the intelligentsia Uj Hang, the new magazine

of theWriters iAssocistion was popular.

(2g) I remember g satyrical article by Tibor Déry in which
shot
he x xxx as a big zkaxg Party member :: v -3 in

the Kerepesi éometary which is reserved for Party
dignitaries; 2nd Révoideiwerxemxim delive-s the
jurisdietie funeral oration.

. . Briek Wall ™ the
I also liked hie RAXXXEX (Toglafal)khort story for

which he was attezcked. I also liked Novobaczky's
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Stranse People in Irodalmi Ujsa: about the fact that
Party members are peguliar people. Hay's articles
about comrade Kucsera were also very good. About two
weeks before the Revolution ¢ imcs wrote a very good
article in Hetfoi Hirlap in which he *ximg implied
that although Rakdési and Farkés were the leaders in
Hungary it was the Soviet Union that was re-~lly re-
sponsible and that through the trials of Rakbdsi and
Farkas it would/%gtggglgoviet Union that would be
put on trial. Merai's article in Irodalmi Ujsag about
Rajk's funeral was also good.

See question 2 above,

The Soviet-imposed control system was not so perfect.
At its top was the AVC which was hated by everyone
including the majority of those Party members who
were not on top. Everyone agreed that the AVO must
be dissolved, and its =embers put on trial for
their crimes. The majority of the country was against
the AVO. Although the AVO could imprison a number

of people,it could not get rid of the masses of Hun-
garians who hated it. There was a very strong mass

emotion against the AVO and its terror organization

in these days-



\
NO 213 TA" INTERVIEW \\ SECTION R ML p. 18
1

(3¢) The purpose of the demonstrators or the 23rd was
gg%%%iﬁéggﬁbﬁgvolutiona Th;-Revolution care sponta-
ngously. On the evening of the 22né there began a
rnovenent for the universitﬁ'students to leave XKI¥ DISZ
for a new LIEFLESZ Organizati%n, thus imitating the
university of Szeged. The P{lytechnic institute

further '

added XR¥XEKz demands, makipg it 1€ demands alto-
gether. The same day all th% universities had meet-
ings. They decided to show %héir sympathy for Poland
and recent events in Polang, %%zﬁ%@%%%%ag a2 silent
demonstration, XNzyx#reliwdvoxyihrxeincexgy The Poly-
technic institute released its 16 demands. TieXRie
mxgxﬁggﬁ%ég?%égan as a simple demonstration before
the Bem statue, with the further intention of hand-
ing the 16 demands to the government and to ‘the Radio.
Students went to the factories because Maroséin and
other regime representatives said that the universi-
ties wanted to have an organization which did not
include ﬁ%%ii%ﬁ%gxggp" They wanted to prove that this
was not so.
Then came the march to the Radio. to tell our mimxy
story. At the‘Radiogmmiiﬁgmﬁxx made a speech attacking
the demonstrators as faseists etc. Tear gas bombs
weré thrown at the crowd and when people from the

at,
crowd begen to throw stones they were shot/ This is

how the Revolution began. phe demonstrators gerely wanted

to show their sympathy for Poland, and at the same time
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Evéﬁ_on the 23rd when they were shot at, people didn't
realize that this was a Revolution : In three or four
days it was obvious that this was a Revolution. But
égep when ‘thia realization came there was no opposi-
tion to it. Those who stayed at home didn't realize
_ if you were s

it was a Revolution; only xeapkE/on the street {¢
waa/iotbvious. One couldn't oppose the Revolution bLe-

. B ~ By this
cause oné couldn’t stop participating in it. BakxiX
1 mean ﬁ once tl},ﬁ, Revolution was started one
couldq't atep and‘tgﬁy shot the next day by the
regigr. Only the Party leaderg‘could oppose 1t and
did tkx so. The decisive moment during the Revolu-
t;on was wpen gbout 250 people were shot before the
Parliament., At that point fiie Revolution couldn't
Ffbpj Fvan those who had l:::li at home before were
now outraged.

7 " .

No one. This didn't exist because even if one sat
in the baaemenf one wag on one slde or anothers
Everyone stood aomewhe.re'. The majority of the active
participants were workers and youths. A part of the
intelligentsia participated m/ﬁfé'c’ggss and the
Radio. The technical intellirentsia participated

as members of workers' councils. As for the peasants
they were passive to some extent since they did not

participate with arms, however they sent food to the
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town. They dissolved the collective farmes and cHased
gecreta d
away the Party Eﬁﬁxgﬁm§¥x§ncouncil president. They
sheets
also burned the tax Efﬁiﬁ,carefully keeping the

landfegisters intact. Outside of Budapest the armed

was
revolt/ concentrated in the industrial centres, and

was led by workers. But although the peasants didn't
participate with aras, the majority was on the side

Their methods
of the revolutionaries, XNEINMXLXXXE were different,

that is all.

Youth vas 100 % on the side of the Revolution.

"Down with the AVO"™, "Ruski go home", #¥Mmjmxitys

"Neutrality", "Independent Hungary", "Free elections",
T :

and "wé“%ﬁxﬁ return land or factory",{Foldet-gyarat

vissza nen adunk.)

This oan be understood two ways. If you mean anti-
Communist in the sense that all Party members should
be hanged then it was not anti-Communist. After the
25th of October Dohany Street was full of torn-up
Party books. Among the fighters, amongst those who
died, fighting agzainst the Soviet Union, on the side
of the revolt, were ﬁzmﬁﬁ%éﬁ former Pérty riembers.
The Revolutionaries hurt no one simply because he

was a Party member.
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On the other hend the revolt was anti-Cormunist in that
it rejected all forms of Communist regime for Hungary.
It opposed all forms of Stalinism. The revolt was
against the Communist regime but not necessarily sgainst

Party members.

In Hungary nobody fought for Marxist thesegfuring the
Revolution. In 1945 Hungery demonstrated that she
doesn't want the Communist regime, Communism is an
armchaly theory which can't be realized in real life.

Hungary doesn't want Communism in any shape or form.

& (4) I was alive and I vas glad to be alive, I partici-
pated in the denonstration on the 25rd; I was be=
fore the Bem statue, before the Parliament, at the
Radio. I was glad that I wes not shot to death, I
Just watched and marveled at what was going on. On the
23rd I was at the university, and later I spent some
of my time at the headquarters of the university
revolutionary council, I helped edit University
Youth (Egyetemi Ifjhsfg,) the newspaper of the
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ﬁniversity during the Revolution. On the 29th and
530th and perheps even on the 31lst I was in Gyﬁf.and
Sopron to report on events there for ny newspaper.
On the 29th ‘égféiﬁuma I participated in a meeting
of the Gydr (Tronsdanubicn) revolutibnary
couneil whose president was Aftila Szigeti. Then I
returned to Budapest. At the beginning of Nevember
the university in Budapest sent 8or 10 university
students to provincial cities %o inform them of the
events in Budapest.- I went with them but my job was
to write articles about the situatior in the provinces.
and was there when
On November 3rd I went to Gyir again, The second cuote
liberation unquote took place there. On Hovember 9th
1 left Hungary.
Question: What did you think about the situation in
Gyor and the role of Szig: i. I thought Sziguti's
cehavior
XKXL was realistic and correct. People in Gydr whe
participatedx&% the meetings of the revolutionary
council hacd had no experience 1§bﬁﬁéaking and politi-
cal life. But I think in spite of that the council
would have worked if it had not fallen so soon. It
was a serious representative organization; pzcople
came, workers told their grievances. Szigeti balanced
211 the various demands well. Thei: wuain trouble was
that they had no arms to Tight the Russians. 4s a

result the council fell apart. Gyor had no organized arned

e forces. Although the army and its officers went
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over to the sidé of the Revelution, they changed
cide again as soon as the Russian counteratteck be-
gan, -

There was a wonderful feeling of ‘elation during
this period. People were heppy when they wsre not
being Eﬁgkﬁgtﬁﬁ?and they were Verv, very polite with
each other. There was a gréat wave of honesty. The
Eig%%%ﬂkﬂ*kx Asscciation puL up a collection for
the relatives of those who died in the revolt. No-
'body touched the money although it was left unwatoh-

ed in the street, There was 13 great feeling of cgm-

Tader:, and the unifersiiy students were vary popular
that "time. This was a very good feeling, During the
Revolution s university pass was greatly respected
by everyone.
R eaotibe et otiuce: waxxxmmx'ﬂm%ﬁ X
OGO 20X X0 R YRR E X VX O 0 XX b mat e onite
X¥%. There was a great desl of casual fightings;for
instaﬁoelu_me people gust x}i%% %%Pn§01setops on
and Bejesy-Zsilinszky Avenua pa&%@cippteﬂ in some
cune acrods

fights as they Xmieeesry then é1d then went home to zmmk

rest and then went out agein to wateh what was going

t some
on andﬁ@ “Ah OBEREineg when they felt

llke
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This is a difficult question. The . nrvin end the Ki-
lidn groups seen to be fhe nost poyular now. { orvin,
tonks
which T visited,was well armed and got AXKELAKY and
other equipment from the Russians. Kilidn slso hag
tanks _ were the
Ximﬂﬁﬁhﬁﬁg. Others which hac prestige wkathxyx group
_ #zéna Place.,
on the ﬁﬁﬁﬁxafi§X§X§&xﬁXEKXKinKﬁKﬁkﬁxﬂKﬂxﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁx After
November 4th the group on Méricz fixm Zsigmoud Cirele
was active. The Dudéds group at the Szabad Nép build-
the
ing also hagd prestige. These wer@/standing groups.
The others got together, fought, went home, then others
came and continued the fightﬂ People changed all the
tlme. The zbove mentioned groups had g nore sgteble

persdhel.

Only a small number of Russians actually particinat-

ed in the fight, Many put out red-white and green

the Russians
flags; ¥usuX® were merely glad that they were not

abeing shot at and they were terribly terrible afraid.

I talked with some of them and XH§§ also made some
leatlets for them. On the 27%h or 28th I talked to

a Russian and asked him where he came from. He said
from the Caueasus. I asked him why he fought at which
he pointed at the memorial on the top of Mount Gel-
lért, and said "za ?mir% for XEIIEX peace,

Othef Russians againgshot at groups of people and

into erowds. A+ the front of the Parliament the AVO
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hot al geme of 4 uasian fe The Rupsiay thoughd

that the shois Came Irom the crowd and Tired at the

Eroup of demtnstraiors.

There were many Russisn

The crowd starvied shouiing

“Ruski, go home, Rugki, &0 home.". The Bussian didntt

shoot, they waved, juup&d off the tanks, waved Mmgarian

flags and embraced the recpla.,

I saw them. We were reletively well informed 8t th

&

cowteil, The council nad

*"’-v "--».. ) - e -".- O B L T P B LA
\Bzakszerveratelr Orszégos 'dniUHJJ

£ o = o Y C ¢ Ty h oy T Moo
bouncil of Trade Uﬁaﬂnﬂ,.ﬂbpauhﬁ, inre Nagy,

the delsgationz from the proviaces, The

counell also sent reople $o the brovinces, published

=4

and monitored foreign broadeasts, Althouvgh

I didn't 1isten 4o the radic was aware of the biogd-

.

ca9ss through thae university nmonito oring stetion. I Wess

‘.".?."'i"')f.\".:f L TRLS. I_i_iill.i'llﬁl“ RN Mogs aiigce

people

-1 L T om wy A . - ] N
1InYE now whaly we Genig o in the next bloo,
14
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(10a,b) Unfortunately they remained intact. Some Party orga-
nizetions were active; the revolutionaries arrested

and
some of the functicnariesg EWXXXNENPELIONE Other

people
Party S$xgBRIXEXI¥HEAwent in to hiding at home. In
general those who didn't lead the AVO ¥XRXINEXHXXEL
etpunosbeoameiust e Revolnbion steid alive. Peonle
were extreguely scrupulous about not hurting any-
one except members of the AVO and those who fought
against the Revolution. In the factories the Party

functionaries and orgasnizejions were simply ex-

pelled from the factory. M EHECHOSOROXNE IS

(10e)’ The polide didn't ‘do mhything or else it fousht BE on
the 'side of the revolt.
(10£) Thus AR orficers remained at the head of the
army. Few of the Budapest army unit: XURCGEMXEX joined the
Hevolﬁtion, although the army disintegrated and
soldiers joined the Revolution singly, as indivi-
duvals. Among these were some of the lower ranking-
officers. Some of the officers who joined the Re-

returned to the army
X after llovember 4th.

volution
The cadets of the OfficersAcademy were most active
.in the Revolution to everyone's great surprise.

Some of them already fought with arms at the Radio
station on October 23rd. This was surprising tolmam

¥

ny because this were presumably the young people who
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were most Lloyal to the regie ., Also surprising was
the fact that the small cadg?s of the Rakéezy School
also joined the Revolution, énd were among the ac-
tive fighters.

The following cas% {ﬁﬁ§3&£+t£nﬁﬁ %he attitude of
many of the officers. When +he revolutionaries_went
to one of the Budapest army units to ask for arms
the commanding officers: pointed to the keys of the
arms &‘E%i% and told them that what they were do-
ing was without his anowled@e or orders,

/ . . ; . administrative
The ministgries discontinued Hheirp work aiXIhKXﬁxK

%gﬁ%ggx. They all had revolLt¢0ndfy councils which
expelled the ENNXNANIXAX lesders. They weres all pre-
paring to go on with their work with the coming of
peace., The‘Foreign dinistgry was the most active dur-
ing the Revolution since it had to xeep up contact
with the West. In the ministgries the revolutionary
councils did ki mqst/ﬁgﬁiﬁg work. In the Hinistery
of Interior on Jészai Mari Square everything was in
the hand of lMinnich who was a rmember of x/ggginet.
Here Miinnich insisted that all the compromized chiefs
of the ministgry remain, since they were now on the
slde of the Inre Nagy government. As a result the top

echelons of the finistery of Interior remained in-

) ¢
tact KRR Miinnich ' s protection.
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They were discontinued.
There was no question of using the administrstha

. mxisting ) )
Bystem of the¥&/organizations. Each organization
formed a revolutionary council A2 S R EXXEX
KX and these councils had the real power. These
organizations were not prepared for the practical
tasks of the Revolution: ¥&¥ the transportation of

food, the procuring on arns etc.,. DISZ had no real

s0lid basis which could have been used.

The new organizations were the revolutionary coﬁncils
and in the factories the workers councils. The latter
were serious and important orgenizations especially
affter November 4th when they led the workers in the
strike.

XN IR SUR ed I %505, They chose as leaders
those who were most trusted including workers, en-
gineers and office enmployees, XX X900TEGK 211 fac—
tories participated in a;lﬂﬁ&ﬁﬁﬁ&&%%%g of the Buda-
pest workers council. The elections were extreemely
democratic. |

_ have been g smaller
fixmininirr Administratively there would ¥R /XureouE

nuaper of ninisgries .
WRECIREY fess bureaucracy, everything would KE have been

- 7 cb8 e
simplified. ERXXXIXEXIF There would democratic

have trusted
elections. People would E&ﬁh%uthe government of Imre
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Nagy until then. Aftcer the elections there would XX have been
a mulsi party system whose representatives, elected
_ demecratie
by the people, would form a/government. THEIENIBEXKR
9.
BEXZF RN AXDEX I EXHRXRAXRY not/cormunist or fascist

government. The most popular members of the govern-~

ment would be Béla Kovacs, Imre Nasgy and Anna Kéthly.

(11) Yes, I do think about it. When my friends and I get
together 50 % of our talk is still about the Revo-
lution. This was especially true of our first few
months in the West. At first we all had nightmares
about the Revolution, for instance a friend of mine
woke up just av the moment when he was supposed to
have been executed by the AVO. And I often dreant
about some bloody details of the Revolution. I re-

on the
member dreaming about a corpse Lying ¥& Zhw/E side-
walk in Budapest with a Tong stream s: oiood dripp-
ling from his body down the sidewalk and into the
gutt r I also dreamed about the chawed XAMSNNNEECEX renmains

0of Russian soldiers who were burned in thair own

tank.
(11a) It was undoubtedly a useful thing in spite of its failure.
is
Lumcaxxnoforgy It e Ainfortunate with regard to

TBEPEer incfeased the
the home situation that it XoweedX RExx- terror but

es far as the West is concerned it meant a definite
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gain b€qausg it pfovgd to the Weat %hat ﬁouéxiﬂtence
wds impoesitle, I% also proved that tﬁe?e was no
Faseism in Hungary.
Yoas, it cqﬁld have succeeded if the Soviets had not
interfered. Actually it was sueccessful inlso far as
the Hungafian regite was concerned. But you can's
succeed againsgt the Sovipt Union.
Yes, we did ﬂ&peot Ielh from the West. “hJa vias be-—
cause of the b71nd faith which ;bovle nad in the
West. It qufl‘tile éE“xK/%ne beglnnlnh of the centu-
ry whern one evneo&ec the rich American umcle to help out,
KBIZX. This was the moving force of a 1Db of things.
encouraged this enpectatlon,
And the West ﬁ“kﬂﬂmﬂﬁﬂgsﬁllﬂiﬁaKEXI§34 During the
Revolution peoﬁle felt that if the UN sent troops to
Egyps Hungary had the rlﬂht to expect the same. Hun-
gary expected ¥ strong pol Ltic ai Egﬁﬁx from the West.
After all it i8 not only the West which fears the
étombombs but the Russians do so too. It was quite
obvious during the Revolution that the Russian sol-
diers were afraid. If the West could interferc in
e fea?iggjthe_ ot a . .
Eores without & dangerXii sorld war why EouIEniixiix
XﬁXﬁXiﬁxiﬁx§/§gtHumgary? For years the Huagarian press
had talked ebout the Tact that %he West was deluged
with arms and tonitions. People ez pected TEEXXRNRYX
IEHIAXXRRRLLE 2rme from the West. Of course we did
get medicine and similar things but this ky §§§§ of
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good will was not very useful. Puogle were angry

about Egypt. They felt that noihlng was done in
Hungary because of the Egyptian situation.

Inpre Nagy- wes very nopular durinzg the Revolutioﬂ,
especially imxHwmgaxy because of his policy REXXIXRX in 1953,
RExprbRxEiskengyx Vagy had been s XXXEoexwiie Uoscovite
dommunist. When he issued his neutrality statement

he XEE;%E%%%e a definite choice. He had to choose
between his country and his Party. Ile xnew that the
Communist Party would get a very low vote in a free
election; that the Party would get under five percent
of the votes. In spite of that he chose in favour of
the Coun%r& and against the Party.

Tagy is a very talented man; he is a first-rate ex-
rert on Hungarian agriculture,XXrXXxxmx His disad-
vantage 15 that he is a scholar and not a practical
politician, He is net a strong leader. He was pushed
i%&%%xﬁ?%ﬁ§%%gﬁ?f & 1§£%££EEKEEEQKKX but he was unable
to organize his leadersghip. If he had done so he could
have resisted better. He is not a forceful man and

in the Revolution there was a great need for a forece-
ful leader.

Dudas was a popular leader of the armed resistance.
Béla Kovécs had an important role too. Within the
Party Losonczy and laléter were ponular. Other lea-
ders were Attils Szigeti, IstvAn Szabd. Anna Kéthly

was inportant becsuse she maintained contact with the
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the _
West. Then there were/ people who were connected
with the Press Obersovszky who worked on I[gazsig
fustice) the people who worked on Magyar Figgetlen-~
cag (Hungerian Qdeaeniencu§ AXXNEE Dudés's paper,
Ioutﬂc
and Egyetemi I jiisés, @hiVLr51ty FREHS, Irhs neople
who wrote the November 2né nmﬁmam;of Irodalmi Ujsig
were also inportant. And we sghould not forget the
leaders of the worlkers councils.
1 would place routh fiprgt; workers second, the active
B.-
inﬁellioentsia and peasants third. ENE/active
mzan those
intelligentsia aﬁi&ﬁ in Budapest xxvaagxﬂnngﬁ'Who
rarticipated in the worker's councils snd XUUPE edited the
newspapers. Soldiers next - they participated only
in enmall numbers. I would place irresponsible ele-
nents lest. There was only a very small number of
these and they were not decisive. Thievesand gimilar
politieally
criminals were taken care of, and as for XFXKEIREEX T
responsible elements they had no importance, they
had ho arms and no press. The freedom fighters and
the press were strongly against them. This was de-
nongtrated by the fact that one of the important
. won't
slogans of the Revolution was "We Y& return land
or factory". The Revolution definitely opposed Fascist
elements. When I attended = meeting of the Gydr re-
3 outhed
volutionary council three peonle’ iﬁ%XKﬁﬁfhﬁﬁ% sonc

Nazi slogans and they were almost shot by the rest
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of the participants.

{11b) Ho, I wouldn't have thought so. Half a yvear agso it
wouldn't have cccured to me. T thought that if any
demongtration took place the students would have sn
important role but I didn't realize it would bhe sueh
a leading role. The reason for this is that it was
impossible to talk. If one can't talk, one is in-

anable of %gﬁi%ﬁ QH;W peonle feel and what they
ﬁ9§£%§ % xnew that 46;01 50 §§§§§§t§1dn 't agree
with the Party but iﬁlﬁ/ﬁgreement was not enough.

I didn't realize that there was such a strong force

of resistance in the students.,

(12) I dec¢ided to leave ngary on Novenmber 4th, iI¥XXERE when the
came in.
Russians BERALELELERSK. Ten years were enough.,
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I was g university student. I was finishing my fourth

year at Eotvos Loérant university Specializing in
istory and lio“rctuoe, I was breparing to e g

Journaligt,

I never hag s job.

L would have liked to become g diplomat, to attend
the Foreign Service Academy. But this was only for
privileged people,

A8 to the attitude of youth see the article of Cs.
5zabd sbout youth in Latdhatar. He sees these things

well. Reﬂardlnﬁ the attempt People made to &et ahead

peoples bodies. The najority didn't try this way but
the normal decent way. But people did try. Further-
more in addition to professional advancenan - every-
one tried to §%§ naterial qdvartages, éveryone felt
that it was right to exploit or rob the State if
Possible.

were
I would like $o travel. For years we / lockeq up in
Hungary shut away from the West, hiaxryx As a resuls

we developed this Lremendous hunger fop travel.
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Who knows. Perhaps it is better to be an engineer
than a journalist though this is very far away -

since I am not even married.

We were worse off after the war than before. There
earned

was no change in my father's salary; he XXX shout

the same XWX in 1950 as before. He was an office

employee. The itrouble was that we could buy less for

it. My father was a fairly well paid person; we were

not amone the poorest.

The following is my father's salary.

1947 1,000 or 1,100 forints

1952 1,600 or 1,700 forints including premiums

1955 2,000 1o 2,10d fortints.

The ab§3§§§§§x§§aﬁi§§ﬁﬁnily income per nmonth.

Our family'sinccome was quite fair. If the fanily

had been together it would have been quite easy to
live on i%. Workers had the hardest time of it; They
Lhad more children than middle class families and as
a result both parents had go to work. If workers had
too many children they hed to live under terrible
W@ LYY ~onditions because the mother vas unable

tc go to work.
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I could see how badly off the peasants were because
they were hardly able to send 100 or 200 forints to

tiieir children in town who were attending the uni-

versity. Often »easant boys didn't eat supper for
weeks., Girls ate only one dinner between the two of
them in order to be able to buy a pair of nylon
£0%

stockings. Some of the girls Eﬁﬁ gsick as a result-
University students on the whole were wvery badly off.
They had no opportunity tc get jobs except perihiaps

500V

to shovel ¥A&EL or something similar for very small

sums of money.

One.
figures
The following kemgxmgxare for father's income per
montr in 1956.
1,70 5o 1,800 forinte ner month plus prenmiunms.
the accountant
My father was ®EXASERMHY of a factory and received
premiume according to the production results. Ilis
nonthly salary with premiums for the first half year
might be 2,000 to 2,100 forints, for the other half
year 1,700. That is, he did not receive premiums then.
1,400 to 1,500 forints »lus premiums which would riake
it 1,600 to 1,700 forints. In addition my sister re-
vexy month

a
ceived /200 forif /scholarship and I received 300 to

400.
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e loan 1,500 to 1,700 forints per year that is
50 per month, Traée Union fee 50 forints per months
rspr:scnfu enditures )

The following/i% tle fanmil %fadﬁbﬂfﬁ in Percentage

of incone.

70 forints a month for the family. This was an EX-vnusually

VHRXEXLyXcheap apartment. I paid 50 forints ner mont
% the wniversity dormitory.
In the provinces and the country the housing situa-

Lon was befter than in Budapest. In the industrial

o=

eities Miskolc, Varvalota, Pécs with their new in-

flux of workers the housing situation was extrenely zxx=
grave and rents wers very high. It is well-~Khown that
Budspesi®s housing situation was the worst. $Sevéral
families had %o share apartments or rent parts of

their apartments to oshérs. These were gecod XX¥r cabaret

topicy.
Eﬂiﬁ@gﬁ@g There was a tremendous black-market in

apartmeris. One had to pay 5,000 to 10,000 forints in
order to get an apartnent in sddition to the rent.
I xnow cf one room wiin a kitchen which Gosts 4,000
forints not cox ntlnﬁ the rent. Workers housing whs
especi elly poor; there were te few rooms for tQ) nany
children. Since ny family lived in a provinecsal town
cur housing coaditions wers not bad.

% of total income for the family.
20 %.
& .
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3“%;
20 %.

1 %.

4 %.

1 % for the femily.
Nothing.

2 %,

I don't know.
We spent none on the black market, I don't know
KXXECENNEX about the rest. u
I have the wors /oplﬁigﬁeof 1%, Although I have no
special technical &nowledge of economics even I could
see lhat it takes a snecial talent to x;giﬁn Hungarian
agriculture and industry to the eoxtend that the re-
gine wamimEx ruined it. There was an undue emphasis

on industrial produciion, with constant deficits.
Hobody said tha% Hungafy's economy was in & healthy
state. My engineer relatives and others who-khew
what it was all sbout also said that the economy was

ir. a very bad state.

this, from
I do not know ihxﬁxxmmkmxgersonal experience but from

XXXNXER my university studies. The situation before

1941 was not good. The troubles were chiefly in
agriculture because industry was guite well managed.

In agriculture the chief problem was the system of
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large estates. The trouble was not that large estates
existed but the faet that they ruined the small peasants
who could not compete with them, Agriculture was Hungary's

gravest problem. Of the estate laborers some lived well
and others did not. Thus the existence of the estates
contributed to the growth of an agricultural proletariat.
A further problem wes that there was no economically
strong bourgeoisie in Hungary as in the West. This fact
brought about many of the faults of Hungary®s economic
and political development,

The problem of inequitable land distribution could have
been sclved by landreform before 1945. The 1945 land-
reforn solved the problem badly; obviously there were
other considerations in this than the health of Hungary's
agriculture. The trouble with Hungarian agriculture wes
she employment of extensive instead of intensive land
cultivation, which is ebsolute, and as a result of which

Hungarian agriculture was easily ruined by Canadian and
US grain exports as in 1930. ILand-reform and intencive

cultivation would have been the solution.

‘he situation in industry was much better because the
industrial establishment was based on a realistie estimate
of Hungary's raw-material supply. Of course the living

conditions of the workers znd miners was deplorable.
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But that is a different question.
(104) In 1945 Hungary was in a difficult economic situs-

= had i
tiony the Germanséy%ussians,éuined the country, but
baiz

things were/ =Wl relatively fast. The landrefornm

gave the peasants an ircentive to produce. However
carrying out the

there were a great many mistakes made in Land-
reform, for instance the agricultural equipment of
destroyed by the peasants,
g the large estaotes was HORAXY in nany cases. Pro-
an A
duction began in the factories t0o. After @EI arti-
flcially induced inflation economic life was turned
into normal channels by 1946. Meanwhile the facto-

ries were nationalized; ¥EEXANIAX for IEYIEAE NO=
. reagons congbant improvenment
lltical not economiy There was a AXSH in Hungary's
economic life till 1948. From 1948 +ill 1949 it re-
mained on an even level. Until 1948 the forint had considerable

KXZAKK buying power and people were able o get con-
in pow .
suner goods fzspite of the reparations agreement
downward . .
with the Soviet Union. This WXXXX trend began

Xsokekk after 1949. The Five-Year-Plan had many

heavy industry was stressed regerdless of the ine
faults; HATTHBLITX XD G 047 CHV GBI O CHOME R & R E PON (- 4
adequacies of
FUONOAXXXAK XHungary's raw-naterial supply. EHXXXEXEX
LECEERS COUCYCREFTIPHEENS ROV ENC RS CLUE L X T CP (1 00 054
Ao kb s eiged e As a result mining
had to be speeded up to produce raw-materials for

heavy industry. In addition Hungary had to buy raw-
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materials gbroad ine¢luding coal and steel. To pay for

this the country sold agricultw ¢lgoods which result-

ed in a repid lowering of living standards. The qua-
lity of goods deteriorated. The situation was worst
in sgriculture which was ruined almost according to
plan. It would take many years to put it in order
again.

. Bll
As o result of/this the standard of living kept
dropping until 1953. Goverument stock piling did
not improve the situation. The state hoarded food
for war, and this lowered the standard of living.
In 1953 this stock _piled focd was thrown on the
market. The same hanpened ﬁéggéﬁiafter the Revolu-
tion.
Thus after 1948 there v:gson,ﬂeebgggcioration,ala:%{f%]om
195% to 1955 there was some improvement in the

there was no significant

standard of llVlng,Hﬂﬂ]ﬂpﬁﬂhggmmexm;chanﬂe in eco-

nomic planning; @ the balance between heavy and
remained the sone.

consumer industry. After 1955 the situation deterio-

rated again. EAKEEEHEX The reasons at this time were
the entire ccononmy
different; EXEXPHIEKIGX was exhausted, AAXUIEKX which

is one of the reasons why the railway stopped for
three weeks in 195¢,8ince there was no %&%X for ex-
poris for which coal could be hought to run the rail-_
ways there had to be a railroad slow down. This

happened in September 1956 when 75 to 80 % of the
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trains were stopped.

The private sector ﬁgs 10t significant either under
the Imre Na;y regimplor befofe the Revolution., Only

& very small percentage of the nation's capital wag

in the hands of the'private sector and they had no role
Y in directlng ahT ?aw&et The state kept this in
its hand.

In 1956 the economlq 513 ua‘n % ﬁ&ﬁ&&ﬁﬁ&ﬁ&%&ﬁ%ﬁEX§§3ﬁrat10n.

he duction of such raw material
Thic was expecially 'true in b K%Eﬁ@ﬂﬁ&éﬂﬁ?%@%@ﬁ%&ﬁi

BUCY as 0il and coal. Tn 1955 the Szigetkoz flood

and in 1956 the HMohacs Flood caused great losses in

agriculture.

They had a considerable role. At the university this
vas an important considﬂratlon especially with re~

zard to the technlcai 1ntelllgentSiaLKﬁEEﬁTB&ﬂ.EEEK

?udmﬂXAﬁﬁmﬁEm@ﬁmﬂ%ﬁﬁx%@ﬁxﬁ%@xﬁﬁrﬁﬁi Beginning engi-

1eers and other technical sraduated were very bvadly
paid on the whole. Lcononie grievances were also im-

portant to the peasants and the workers.,
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(I) I graduated from the gynnasium in Nagykanizsa in

1953. PFrom 1953 to 1956 I attended Ettvds K& XAX Ldrant

senesters
univcrsltJ in Budapest. I had six KEKXIFEANAL here
and wasg in ny fourth year. I would have been finish-
ad
ed by now if I stayeﬂ in Hungary.
I )

(1e I was goad in histofy in secondar;: school and as a8

result I decided to Fake it up at the uwniversity.

+
(2) Yes.
(2e) Just about the sara.
(%) Yes all through the university. There was llarxism,

political economy and military training as well as
three years of Russian lénguage instruction This
was the same at evefy university.

(3e) Zverybody hated these ideologioél subjects.

(34) dilitary 'I:ralnlnb gxxgxxnluseful to the freedom-
fighters during the revolt. ﬁKhﬁYiKEEXﬁhﬁﬁfﬁﬁﬁnE in
secondary schaool xnx; received ihstruction in lighter
weapons and at the university in the use of canons
and heavy weaponsg. I didn't 1ile military training

the grade
hecause XX was included in one's academic averagey; on which
Scholarships dependéd,ﬁmXXXKﬁﬂﬁ our marks were al-

ways pulled down as a resulid.

(4) The objectives were to win youth over to the Com-

munist side and to produce replacements in the Con-
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munist ranks. To educate the mass which should fol-
y the
low, not so much YK Communist tecchingsbut X the decrees
CEEEIE of the Partyand its leaders. To educate a
mass that could be ﬁ%’ﬁ&%’t‘%ﬁfpcrpwcw@f the Par-
ty leaders, BEREX RS SN B C s RS B R SRR RS
aiX¥x for canon fodder. They tried with all their
night to get rid of all opposition to their own: sy-
onpposition reprecented by
stem,/religion, national traditions, and Western
Cormmunist education rolse

influences. X conslsted ofXEYTFAEE/of the Soviet

Union andlits leaders.

- (4b) I think there 1s noé commentary needed »n this. Com-

munist s@uexkt education failed first of all because
the youth was shocked, even the youngest, by the dif-
ference between %he words and the reality. The re-
gime said that the living standards were high but

the young people saw at home that this was not so;
thus they could prove that the'regime was lying. The
second reason was that the.%ggéﬁi of the Soviet Union
was carried to impossible lengtls Everyone was bored by
X it. As a result of this constant agerabismy the
young people hated everything about the regine and
Russia,beginning with the Soviet movies. Young peonle
didn't‘even like to rcad Russian novels such as
Tolstoi end Dostojewski which had nothins to do with
the regime. They also remembered what the Russians

did in 1945. The third reason for the failure of
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., education R, .
Communist HIN2UKX was that the regime said the

West was poor economically. However when athletes

and students went abroad they brought home nylon
stockings and other Western produets. Thus people
realized that the regimé claims were untrue. They
égﬁgg,tgﬁﬁtgggﬂpictures of the West, and were im-
pressed by the fact thet in thée West people had

many cars. To the youth this was a decisive argu-
ment. They also liked Western jazz. In general there
was a tremendous adoration of the West; the vest

was a fabulous conecept.

One of the §§§§§E§ Communism had on 4x& youth was
that it taught young people to lie. They had to lie
in school?%&%ﬁ&%ﬁﬁ&otggugggmunist slogans they didn't
believe in. Youngsters 1earnéd to use the regime's
weapons against the regime. For instance the partisan
stories of Fadeyev taught them how to make Molotov
cocktails to be used against the regime in the Re-
volution.

Cormunist education also back _fired. The fact that
people could respect freedom and talk about freedom
and denand freedom in the Revolution is also partly
due to the Coﬁmunist education. The demandsof the
Revolution were not accidental but conscious. The re-
gime increased g%war neggnzm of such moral and. poli-
ticalncohcepts in’yoﬁng'people élthough not-qui#e-r

the way the regime expected it. Before the war such



(4i

)

r

NO 213 "A" INTERVIEY SECTION S ML P. 46

concepts as freedom or exploitation were not mentioned
in school, ghétory vas not filled with political con~
cepts. For instance the Communists teach that

medi:val and later heresies were phescursors

of Cormurism. They talted about capitolistic exploita-
tion of the worker aad the Jsoung peonle transferred
this concept of exploitation to the conditions in Hun-
gary. In general though the children were not hanpy
about being stuffed with political slogans and con-

. . ropasat
cepts. The Communi st LN w00 lﬂ’&fﬂ@{ lsdfogans (07

back fired. Youth becams indifferent te¢ politics.

The regime's ideology didn't interest them.
o] ¥

It is not effeciive at any age.

the to
Regariing X3 relationship mxxg;%enchers,ﬁhose teachers

o _ ) ) did so
are disliked most who praissd the regiwe and gox%t diq

with apparent sincaerisy. In secondary school one
could tell in one month whether a teacher was against
the regire or not. One couls then decide what to say
before him and what not +to say. A teacher was'generalu
ly respected if he knew his subject.

students were able to t2lk quite freely to each other
in secondary schools. This was especially true in the
smaller provincial eities where more peonle knew each
other and agreed with each other. In Budapest where
there were larger zaﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ%iﬂx of functionarieg!

children this was less true. But even in Budapest



NO 213 "A" TNTRERVIEW SECTION S ML Po 47

there was a 1arge degree of oppositionism in the
sehools., I know of ocuite a few ppanks which were
pulled on an ﬁﬂﬁﬁgﬂgﬁaﬁtschnol director. ZXXXIFK The kids pud
Uup signs saying that there were cats for sale or
rooms to rent ang geve hnis address. He was extremely
annoyed. This man was disliked beaause he prevented
the studente from getting admitted +o the university. -
The Communists taught children how to 1lic. Lying be-
aame?perfectly natural every day act. It was quite
laugheble at the ﬁniversity that when students dig-
cussed the low ‘Western technical standard with great
enthusiasm they were congratulated later on by theilr
fellow students dﬁﬂﬁh their c¢leverness in lying. Such
things were not consideres trxXyx a lie/%ﬁéy were
accepted. This was no nroblem at first. Peonle didn't
like it but it wae not consifered ifmmoral; it was un-
fortunately » natural rart of life. Mhus lying was
eagier when dis%ant things were discussed things which
did ot touch them péraonally such as conditions in
nore difficult
the Vest, it was mgzgg; for the students to controll
themseives,when the domestic situation was discuesed
such as the cdnditions in the collettive farms. often
the students made loud comments in the classes; for
instence when the standard of living was praised they
shouted"ut what about the deportations?and so on.
Usually this was done when the students knew that the

teacher was reliable. Tor a while they tolerated the
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lies and the'« explodei . The Revolution was EAFHENA the result
EXBLEIXENX of thic explosion.
” ~ @oigg_thg sepe thing . )
y father is XHEEXMEM¥ ¥O-day as before the CoOmmunists
take over: He is an accountant, X¥XEXIX He works in a
fectory which employs 200 workers in Nagykanizsa.

we
e X&E very well off. We were the so-called middle

iX¥y 4 menmbers, two parents and a brother whqumEXeEx
is younger than I anm.
Nothing. '
No.

not
It was certainly Z¥X to my advantage. It was a problenm
gince I came from the so-called intelligentsia,middle
class. Furthermore my father was calledmasa-oalled
Westernizey pyugatos) up to 1949. This means that he
wae a soldier and a member of a regiment which had to
o West in the sunmmer oZ 1945. HeXﬁﬁﬁ&iX}xmw as soon
as he could. It wasn't his faulﬁ that he had to go to

Germany; he had to follow orders as any army officer

would.

Wothing than usual - our relations were good.

Yes, quite a lot, We criticized the regime. My father
discussed his problems in the factory and the problems

they had.with the ministry about various. economieal
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affairs. We also discussed the latest news mf Bu-

dapest. This sort of thing wes general.
(13) No.

(14a,b) 0 it was the usval thing; not at all bad. It was in
genersl g family life. It was. ﬁhm@:ﬁérentq used to
complain there wasn'+t enough money.

(L4e) L went o the theatre and to the movies, I read a lot, gy 0
I used to go to the Balaton in the summex.

(14g) Nobody interfered; it was nobody's business.,

(15) Family ties have loosened %o some extent in many
places. The regime is responsible for this because
it forced many people to live separately; members
of the sane Tamily received jobs in varicus parts of
the country., At the ‘university I knew of many marria-
zes ;;é§1b90°ﬁse thg husbznd and wife could only get

Jobs in different cities.

(15a) Yes, the majority could trust each other.
(15b) Yes, material problens brought members of families
f'f‘\

c¢loser to each other, #% forced them %o g0 on s common
, ir % Do ; ) .

road. This is true em tha najority. One can’generalize

about spiritusl or mentel dependence, becsuse this is

not affected’ or connectsd with the regine,
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(15¢) %o somz extent the childrens! relation to their pa-
rents became stfongar and to some extent wesker. In
the case of workers' families the mother had to go
to wort and as razsult there wes no one to care for
the children. Thus the fanily ties became weaker and
children became estranged from their parents. There
was a rise of juvenile delinquenecy. As far as the
niddle class and intelligentsia families were con—
cerned there was usually someone in the family who
staid home to take care of the children. These child-
ren are usually closer to their parents.

(15e The family education remeined the same. There was
only change in so far as some families had less time
to devote to their children. The State did not in-
terfere whem with the families® child rearing. The
attenpts to indoctrinate the children in the kinder-
gardens were without result. They sang songs about
uncle Rékosi but nobody paid any attention. The regime
didn't interfere in the family's child rearing unless
it wanted to make life unpleasant for the parents.

ymﬂ%

(16) The gtiff formg dlsappeared. This was good because
\ }.J’..L

Hungary was used to almost FEwxxnf - u@s&ﬂ forms of
POlibeﬂLSSJthe hand xissing, the titles and eddresses
disappeared. I was shocked sbows’ German formality
Nhen 1 came to Gernany. At the university "servus"

- ey oy ormuftc(.
Wer the flrot thing; we behaved very naturallywsfy 4coad,
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each other.
(16b) There were fagter merriages with less material besis,
(164) In general there was more loose sexual behavior

than before. This is not so true of the university
{ . ,p...,r-rzr_é, slamdean L.
and cf my friends. At the uvniversity RO BT

was quite normal, nothing specigl, there were many

vai Ll
marriages which vewesibdy gwrostsd 'bhe general moral

level. At the university sexual morality was no worse

Ne
then in Munich. But the general moral level de-
teriorated.
(16e) The houses of prostitufion were discontinued end the

A2 okt e

prostitutes were dbsplased to sll parts of the country,
especially to Budapest or the new industrial towns.

for
There was & law that th2y had to work/a certain num-

ber of days every month, $h$§£ﬁf& to show this in
their working boock. So they worked a few days every
week and followed the old profession the rest of the
time. AL such new industrizl towns the general moral
level was extremely low.

L g-

The level of morality was,very low on the State farms.
gégg?ﬁjgkers here were hired from the villages and con-
sisted of people who had no secure roots, iulaxs and
others. The rest of the workers were?dubious lot,con-

sisting of transient labhorers, women and men, who

simply couldn't settle down anywhere.
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In general the Communists were less strict about
sexual morality, they allowed people to do what they
wénted. According to the Soviet pattern they attacked
the fami%y because it was against the regime, They
also i;;;iggﬂmﬂ% religious training. Thus they con--
tributed to the deterioration of moral standards.

The leaders of the regime were not very scrupulous

in their own private lives either,

For a while the regime didn’t care about sexual mo-
rality. In the last three years however they'became
much stricter; divorce was made more difficult. The

situation had become so scandalous that they finally
st yrte

)’
realized that the families! scandals tme® people from

their work. They started to punish Party funetionaries
. RN
who didn‘t leave up to a high standard of morality.

But this did not help rmch. The Party carried every-
195¢
thing toofar, In thewfifhiath they persecuted the

hooligans end sttacked Western dances and cosmopoli-

tans. B
2pu ciad AT T o
At the university I noticed noAParty'ﬂﬁﬁmﬂ regarding

morality.

Among the workers youth moral conditions were very bad.

Ane b _2fforls
These young workers were not affected thPartySEgnﬂmﬁaa
e YAjze the  moval o Vof , :

The Party's attacks on Juvenile delinquency did not

affect the essential problen, the poor housing situa-
Tlgz.
tion. Some young people were expelled from weesa because
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they danced the so-ealled hooligan or jampﬁﬁfdancase
Young workers didn't care about this bescause a worker
could always get a job somewhere else,

Yes. There is no differentiation or discrimination
against illegitimate children. This was the only good
side - the whole thing.

More women went to work, and they also got the right
to vote. They had so-ealled equal rights. They had a
_§reatcr opportunity to work and toolk advantage of it.
Partly it was difficult to live on ones salary and
therefore they had to go to work. Women were accepted
as equals at +%he university. This was no problem o
people. They just accepied women as colleagues; no-
one made any fuss about it or was conseious of it.

It was quite natural.

In general the moral level was 1oweﬁ elthough the Re-
Y2q|

volution proved that this was not/\so. The respect®ax for

private property during the Revolution showed that

this was not so.

LL QWY
My best friend was/childhood friend; e ) parents also
a > cef ipey .
were friends. He was/so-called class amesR, he wag

1E f"\iE
not allcwed to continue/échooling in spite of the fact

that he was an excellent student. His father was a

colonel in the Horthy army.
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We discussed polities and agreed about polities. We

discussed our private personal problems, we also

talked sbout literature and history. 1 knew more

sbout this and my friend had a more practical point

of view sinee he wanted to be an engineer. We went

to the opera together and to tape concerts. We both

liked to ftravel. My friend wanted to be an engineer;

but he first had to work as an office worker for a

year end then was in the army for a year.

My circle of friends in the last few years consisted
friends

of my university Rizmmdx and acquaintances. Together

we attenied the theatre, debates, the Petcfi Cirele.

The seme circle of people got together time after

time to discuss various problems. This was the general

thing at the university; small circles of fiwve to

six people got together and formed cliques. In our

case all friendship depended on the fact that we

agreed polltically and were all interested in history.

Many - of our groups were interested in the Horthy =rea <v:

end its problemb. We read about it and dlscussed it.

Some mempers of our gFoupﬁwer particularly 1ntereat-

ed in the populist (falu&utaté) writers. I alBO|g0t

together with another group to0o, this was. not really

s warm friendship; these people were mostly journalists.

The cliqué systen was general at the university.
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Most of my friends were of middle-class origin like
myself. At the university there was a certain dividing
line in terms of personal friendships between the
intelligentsia and tha peasant kids, those whb were
peasants by origin. There was a smalleil Furu..(l:s{_
group at the university, and although we did not

actually dislike them we did not get together with
We. & wathiwo m Commoh.
The e
are affected; whEumSEERSUROmTS

_ )
- Lbeatmvemie YEKOSZ spirit which they had . <eEsiese
F 4

(At this point I tried to
find out just exactly what it was respondent did not
1ike about this group. le had difficulty expressing it

explicitely.) answer: I can't say exactly why we did

ot 1ike them.: Perhaps because they had w Pl'“”‘ y,

Perhaps because they were less
cultivated. Perhaps because their manners and interests
were different. My friends and I wanted to be journalists

and to stay in Budapest. We were more interested in

- the West and in national political problens. We were

not interested in the village and in village exploring.
Our favorite writers were different. iie liked Thomaa“
liann, llemingway, Proust,.Steinbeck; though I myself
didn't know them well., Appoliinaire was read by some.

W
ﬂ.ly«were also intercsted n Picasso.

Y1 ks e\
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We were interested in Western novies, lsmdsrdmampise
eiEirEtrREeEEs.  [he Populist group read chiefly native
Populist writers, discussed agricultural problens, a\ﬁ.’
peasant social problems, and did not turn towards the West
the way we did.

(18k) No, it would not have affected our friendship.

(19) My parents were Roman Catholics. They are quite normel
in their religious observance, quite conventional.
They went to church regularly. The rest of my family
was very religious, especially the older members. One
of my uncles, an engineer, Wwas imprisoned for attending
church on a workday, which was a religious holiday.

SevL—
(9v) 1 am 2 Roman Catholic; I am iy religious.”

(20) This was one of the most difficuld problems of the regime
and its ideology. From the beginning the regime Mssmd saw |

religion, specifically the Cath®lic church, its enemy.

There was a drive against the church with various prdpa—

ganda means. One of the ¢ |avevestpropaganda methods

directed against the church was the land-reform drive

which msaolased the material ‘ﬁm{é;’ the church.

In the 30\,4/ land-reform presented a difficult problem to

the church. There was much talk about land-reform in
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this period. All the Opposition parties and even the

sensible members of the regime such as Bajcay Zsilinszky
sald that land-reform was a necessity. Land~reform
%-&dﬁ the church because of the m'? large land
holdings. A land-reform was not necessarily a leftist
denand; see Prohdszkelviews on the subject. The church and
Mindszenty were against land-reform in 1945. Mindszenty

felt that land-reform would E;avent the church from main-

taining parochial schools m, he felt,

were protection against Communist influence. There he was
partly right and partly wrong. Communist propagsnda
vleverly used this stand of his against the church and
against Mindszenty. Hindszenty did not ‘want a Democratic
Hungary, the Communist propaganda sald. This is the way
the anti-church propaganda began. Then around 1948 the
problem of the church schools were taken up in Communist
propaganda. 1In theory they were not against religion

but simply feared the prestige of the church. In 1949

at the time of the Mindszenty trial they considered the
church opposition broken. TheGl'ﬂ‘s'&trial was simply a
post script, SipE¥Py with anti-Western overtones,

Thue with the churches' political and economical power
broken, at the time when the church could no%kso::ious
opposition, the regime started an ideological campaign
ggainst religion. This campaign was chiefly carried out

in various educational institutions, in the universities
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and the secondary schools. In the universities Marxist
indtruction emphasized that a materlalism is incompatible
with religion. They muewes the /4 “hology of the Christian
religious system, liizzified to prove that the church

was a tool of oppression at all times. This was the
historic point of view.

In the secondary schools there was no religious or moral
education any longer. The lack of moral education proved
to be very harmful. In the secondar$ schools and in the
ploneer movement the regime tried to counteract the mew

va ligi oug

ldggu!iand other influences of the home, When they

could not support their point of view by ideology, they
did so with terror. 1In 1953 this was drastic, matep on
more subtle. The drastic methods were the sfoppqg
processions or forbidding workers in factorles and others,
to go to church. The Same applied to the Army, As far
as people's kaders were concerned it was an important
point whether someone was religious or not. liany

priests were arrested at this time angd people who were
religious lost their Jobs, were arrested or gsent to
forced labor camps. 1In 1951/52 the deportations were
also directed to some extent against those who were re-

ligious. An uncle of mine, an architect, who was very

religious and completely‘gkﬁipolitical, CENCTAS
weligi sus,
% went to church on asholiday which

was not commadsmed o legal holiday. He was sent to prison
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for a year and a half. In 1953 he left prison and re-
ceived an apology from the regime. Now he is alright

and head sw=w s planning bureau.

The majority of the country which was hither fo® religious,
remained so. Bui the regime's anti-religious propaganda
did affect some people. Young people knew that the church
was not so pure; See the bmvhnﬁ of Joan of Ave

and other acts of the courch which proved her to be less
than perfect. MWMany of the young people were not too re-
ligious and went to church more rarely. Religion was not
an important problem to them. Many of the young people
were not atheists, they believed in religion but simply
not in ovganizsdreligion. Communist pr0paéanda helped to
increase the number of young people who did not go to church
but the number w-tlgléaﬁveére atheists on principle was not
significant. I would say that it is no more than 10 per
cent and at the universitiy a maximum of 15 per cent.

The percentage of all the atheists in the whole country

is probably considerably less than this number,

People were not forbidden to go to church, in fact the
constitution explicitly stated this right. PForeigners
were always given this argument. But subtle methods

-0 owdnge
were used to <sigzmsy people from going to church. For
instance in deciding someones kader, it was important
whether the person was a church-goer or not. The personnel

chief would call a man in and say that he was free to go
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to church but that Communism was inconpetible with religion
and therefore he could not i&éﬁ%ﬂanw his function etc.
etc. . This argumsnt was used if a person was in a higher
position. A less sutflfe argument was to be told that "we’fl.
find someone to take your place". This was used especially
with the intelligentsia. In the villages the religious
were persecuted rather drastically with increased taxes
and by being placed on the kulak list. The workers did
not care sbout threats bécause they always could find a
new job. It was easier to threaten youth because the
Joung people knew that they could be pre#ented from
attending the university. And everyone preferred to go
to the university rather than into the Army. .
A different problem was +the supervision of the church
through the Party's Bureau of Church Affairs (Egyhézﬁgyi_
Ircda)., This was connected with the AVH;
(260) The peace priests performed an important function and
denced to the tune of the Bureau of Ohurch-Affairs.
Their job was to ince the masses that important
church leaders joined the pesce movement and to prove
that the church agreed with the regime, Their Jjob was
to convince those who were religious; the establishment
of the peace priests showed that the regime realized

the importante of the churches s influence. 1In addition

the regime supervised the c¢iurch personnel through these

peace priests. They were not all on the same ievel
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One can separate them into those who actually talked
AS Q-%M

in peace awmd those who, like Rlchard Horvath ]

[oF

and believe
took a stand ageinst the church itself, and
in.ﬁhe Peace Council. The latter were carreerists.
Asié:;fiﬁe state support of the church; when church
HEBLLLBE profits were nationalized in 1951 epproximately,
the state and the Bishops made an agreement that the state
ﬁ:&% support the p;lest}ood but jgﬁ% decreasing degree
as time ¥WH& went on. In other words, the percentag%ﬂg

.
priiiéz willsdrop each year but the sum the state ﬂﬂ!%\pay
wﬂﬂﬁﬂremain constant,.ﬁ?his wes an importgnt weapon of
the regime against %ﬂﬂ!ﬁ%hurch because it could exclude
certain oriests from @&ER participation in this state
fund in case of anti-state activities. This was a secret

agreement and is still not known by too many people.

The chief enemy of the regime was the Roman Catholic church
partly because it had internaticnal connections as well

as great political and economic power. Therefore it was
the strongest and hence the most dangerous. The policy

of the Pro.=stant church2; was more clever; they were

not so stiffly opposed to the regime as Mindszenty o

The reformed church had very clever diplomats Ihﬂn@rgge
might say opportunists. This depends on ones politicai
point of view. The Ordass trigl was not as important

as the Mindszenty trial; it was not made into a big
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national case.,
There were not enough Jews and their role was not significant
enougn to bother about.

(20v) Both: They wanted to stop the diurch as a chief snemy
but ¥4 what they ware unable to destroy, they waated
o bring over to their ovn side. This was a parallel
process. At any rate they wanted to bmak the power and
influence of the church, The establishment of the peace

priests meant a policy of divide ot I P,

(20n) I went o church very arelJ. My parents went more
regularly., Annﬁmmmaﬁ§>f€iat1vesgdang were very ;ellglous,
(201i) The ones who went to church most often wers members of the

old middle@asses, civil servants, doctors, professionals

=gl villagers went to church a
great deal too; about as often as they did before. With
peasants, churchgoing was en old tradition. In the village
the church remained +the center of social 11fe, Just as
before. The petty bourgeoisie, the 014 skilled workers,
artisans, small tradesmen also attended church fairly

often. :jfﬂé churches were attended very

well. Among old family friends the majority attended
church. At the university one couldn't &now who did and
who did not. Among my close acquaintances and friends
I knew who attended’church, otherwise not. This was
a form of protecting onesef e.
><’ (20%) YTouth is more critiecal today. This is a positive phenoneng e«

and /et ag
In the past, the church ang ciurchlife was dogmatianuihir
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than progressive as the durch in the West, or The Jﬁmuﬁ@l
There is no visible positive political opposition on the
part of the church since the Mindszenty trial. There was
some opposition,wostly indirect. But this is difficult to
prove. [For instance, people want to church as éj;?iitical
demonsiration etc.’éﬁoPZe did not expect help from the
church. they expected help from those who had arms, such
the West. They knew that the church could not fight the
Soviet Union. Sometimes people trusted and hoped that
siindszenty would play & role in opposition to the regime
but he was in prizon. Mindszenty wasgfery popular even .
in the eyes of those wiic did not like him before, :n
epite of the fact that some didn't understand how he

was made to confess.

I would tell him %o be an engineer. With that sowosme he
can *= along everywhere,

I can only mention the general things which he would Xnow
anywey. No one is so 3111§iio shout "I hate the regime".

He should be smart. *e should be on his guard with mee

spegdnedl) Party secretaries and functionaries. He should
never give his personal HEd political opinion ahaggithe
regime or the regime's theories. He should not have

much to do with polities, he should be a good technician

specially if he is an engineer and he should not overwork.
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In the best position in spite of the ideological limitations
imposed on them ware the leading intelligentsiae; the writere,
artists, journalls$s, producers and actors, They received

good salaries end were able to go atroad, But they were under
strong ideological limltations and wers mrevented from doing
really first-rate siacere work,

Zo Also very good was the position of the leading technical
intelligenteia,

2. The Farty functionaries and AVH, which was the upper 10,000
of the regime, were very well off,

Bad: I% is difficult %o say Just who had it worst because it

was bad for everyone,

1. The peasants, especially the sc-celled kuleks and middle
peasanis were in a very bad position,

20, The class aliens, the so-called D, group, X category.

This is how class aliens were classified on ksder sheets,

%o The nation's day laborers, This is an 0ld expression; the
teachers, small clvil servants and university students, were called
that.

I vould have liked %o belong to the group where journalists belonged
wntll 1956,

Basically there are no social classes ia Fungery, They succeeded
in achievging a tremendous cocial §iffylé mixture and diffusion,
Thore is stratification according to varicus occcupational
categories, bui one could not cell them classes. No separate
claszes exist any more, Thoe work:sfa are no longer workers as a

socisl clags. }
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SR, Now +the declasséé‘ the middleclass aleo belongs
among the workers as well &8 peasants, who have come up
from their villages to work in the factories. On the whole,
the peasant class still 2xists but decreased in numbers
because it lost g large aumber of peasants o industry.

The intelligentsia now includes the new intelligentsia
~which grows from peassnts and workers,

Actually there are +two 0Pposing groups in Hungafy, on top
the Party functionaries ard on bottom the rest of the
Hungarian people,

Question: What egbout class distinctions at the wniversity?
Were your friendsg from various so-called classes or were
they all from your own social set?

Arnswer: I She university the social clesses truly disappeared.
We, the old middlec;asseﬂ, were more interested in the West
but as far as the Marxist definition of classes wore con-
cerned, we were gll equal in thaﬁ we had the same amount

of money, Opportunities, etec, . |

'Qggggggg: How would you define g social clasg?

Answer: I would say, TezclmiyracmaSe paipe:

L
certain social concsiousrness of itself, similar jobs,iéhgku”
Condibions ok

mmﬂnaiAlifeﬂand material circumstances, similar cultural
Standards and interests. But the Revolution showed that

no such thing as g peasant, worker, or intelligentsia

class existed, It showed that we were all Hungarians.
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There will always be social groups but they must not
deepen into socizl conflicts. Most people earn the same
amoun® of money; very 11tule It was a Communist propa-
sand %mi; fr&"‘%ﬁe {icy of ohivide o I po7.e
with regard to social classes.

Doubtless the workers had a strong feeling of belonging

C o.;u_,""n;f-— 2 O;i:gl.w X
Vig a viz themselves and againat the regime. On November 3rd

the worker's council teelwssgsopsierdadriaiuhymsilins

to the regime and said "we are workers, don't talk this
way with us!". This proved the werkers to be a con€glious,
peddeosugedons mass against the regime. The role of the
old intelligentsia among the workers was not significant.
The workers may not have been cultivated but they had

good, ingtirts d correct judgement; they were intelligent,
;HMQ diua? ?fiih:m?gtelligentsia.~*“+v'«

The ten year propaggnda of the regime -

telling thﬁa:EMa¢9j%u are workers, yours is the ¥& country
etec., etec., had its affect; actually it backfired. It

made the workers BEJ confgious of their strength and

they usad this strength in the Revolution. On Parliament
squere, during the demonstration, the slogan "tomorrow we
strike" was extremely importent. Their class configfiousness
manifested itself not against other classes but against

the regime. Since Marxism explained that the worker's
conﬁgﬁousness = separata&from 21l other classes, this

can not be called a class struggle in the Marxist
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sense of the word: Thus the differendiation of the
workers as a clast wae not as deep as the Marxists would
tell us nor was it entirely wisbh in accordanee with
Mafxist teaehings in other weys either, The ¢lass di-
stinction became blurred because all elassés were EHA
equally meW‘“W‘?- Thus one can only talk about eclasses
when EREXEEXXTAXXXIEXEXEMXNEXEXARSREXNERR SOme are more
privileged than 6thérs. The workers pride and conesious=
ness of their own importance was amazing. This is against

the Populisté’s theory beésause it was not the peasanta
{iﬂwdﬁﬁtﬂﬁt t*hs wali &

but the workers who
No; not at all., In the past there were such dividing
lines between people} even professional or trade bounda=
ries made a big difference in the old days, The regime
erased all this. That this is 0 was manifest in the.
first united demonstration 6f the Revolution.
There is greater soéial equality today; that's ﬁhy the éndgwe{
politicians are wrong. -F :
Today manners are less stiff. They were very omsbmesss in
the past, ' Eyerybody had a title etc. Teday people are
ruder to each other, But this is not so bad. Manners
today are criticized chiefly by those who are used to
the old teremonious ménners of thé past.

The Sukbians
Yes. 1. The Germans. - were expelled from the
country; mot only those who belongéed to the Volksbund

) ec |
but also others who iA the census considered themselves
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Hungarians. This was an inhuman end stupié act. Those

who were not expelled were persecuted; the functionaries

were against them. In the last few years there was an
ince 1953

officlally correct policy vis a vis them.,kT ey were

supported, had their own paper,etc.

2. Prom 1949 to 5% the South Slawv minority'ﬂaggjtreated
very badly. Hungary has had no p“oblems‘émﬁ the South
Slav minorities since 1920, hm?fom 1949 to 1953 the con-
flict with Tito created meveral problems. There were
approximately B0,000M South Slavs in Hungary, Mﬁ{
When the struggle with Yﬁgoslavia began, those South
8lavs ninorities which had relatives in Yugoslavia, with
whom they corresponded were éxpelled from Hungary. There

Lhmvmls't re

was much in itement against them. In the

bordertowns many injustices oc¢curred. This, in spite of
the legal safe guards which the minorities were supposed

to enjoy.

wirgenfirskn. Under Inre Nagy they were not persecuted but
the expellees were not allowed to return to Hungary.

The inmportant change came after the reconciliation with
Tito. The expellees were allowed o return though ABFEX
their goods were not returned, -

Certain concessions were made to the nafional minorities,
they had their own schools etc. But this was only a sur-
face gesture. The Slovaks and Rumanians were supported
but they were very unimportant in numbers. There were

about 20,000 Rumenians and 100,000 Slovaks in Hungary.
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They had their own secondary schools.

The Slovaks.,

As for the treatment of Hungerian minorities in the
neighboring countries, I know quite a bit about the way
Hungarians were treated in Transylvania, Their situation
was quite impossible. In Arad there were big signs in
Rumanian and Hungarian, but the officials claim that they

they th% mﬂe a- shp ﬂ-uea,&na_

did not know Hungarian although

Wmew that they did. They merely wanted to show the

Hungarian m8nority in Rumania who is the bossJ& Therefore _

ey refused to talk any language but Rumania. The Transyl-

vania situation was impossible, The Rumaniansﬁ:::;l that

the Hungarians were Communists. Until 1948 or so, there was
OF wiapvities o Stw o2,

a great adsgedhiy persecutionﬁgn Rumania, o Only the

Communist Party opposed this persecution and so the

Hungarians joined it. The Hungariana did not participate

in the Communist Party's actlvitieéxhinﬁ”%he minority

persecution stopped. The Rumsnian Communist Party used

Hungarians as scapg _goats for the failuresof the Communist

Party. But officially the Rumanians had no anti-Hungarian

policy.

I was very much surprised how much IHEXTIE patriotic and

irredentistic feeling there was among Hungarians in

(WL o
Transylvania. There m-'\exchange &% students from

uh;vuwﬂ%

Kolozsvér (CluJ)
They were all extremely nationalistic and said,"we are

Hungarians, we want to belong to Hungary". These students
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(SzaKlera)
were chiefly Székelys./ They took stones from the

¥HEFI royal palace in Budapest as mementos and called
Budapest "their capital”. They mde a very proud show

of refusing to learn Rumanian. I was very much surprised
at this, because anyone!who is sent out as an exchange
student must obvious be;gZiteéf the Rumanian regime. So

if these EXBIEZE elite students were so anti-Rumanian, what

about the others?

(25) The story begins in 1945. The Jewish deportees returned
full of hatred for Naziism. Many joined the Communist
Party, especially those who have not had an economically
é:;;;;mﬁosition in the past. Thus those Jews who turned
to the regime were not the bourgeoisie, the factory owners
etc. . The\&-ugzigz;géainst industry and big business
affected these; many of them were deported in 1951/52.
Civil servants, writers, and similar members of the
intelligentsia among the Jews went over to Conmunism;
#Many made @ very good career for themselves as minister,
department headsfand party functionaries.
Since #me 1950 the more intelligent ones joined the 5

opposition to the regime; among these were the provicial

Jews as well. Gradually many Jews who had formerly supported

the regime, turned against it. Among these were some of

the leading Communist writers, Hay, Déry, Tardos.

s nlcbondip £o the vagime,
I can't generalize abou A\ they

were not entirely on the side of the regime, some were

on this side, some on the opposite. Many Jews, for instance
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participated as armed fighters in the Revolution.

Those who haéﬁ?ZSihesses and factories had it worse under
the Communist regime although some of them received jobs
in the ministries. Their advantage was that they started
with a positive step: their past persecution made then
oppose the previous regime and it was taken for granted
that they could belong only to the Communist Party.

The Communist Party assumed that they would join be-
cause they were persecuted by the Nazis, hence they were
good kaders,

I did not have many Jewish acquaintances, except for a

: : )
few doctors and other professionals who were my parentds

friends, One of them was a former big wholesale merchant.

At the university I had quite a few Jewish acquaintances.
Half of them were very strongly anti-regime. The others
wFigeFo-called good understanders ("j6 megertdk"). They
w;;ﬁﬁ-ihup find some sort of retionalization for every
horror invented by the regime. They were foolishly, stupidly
good understanders. They had no advantage from if, though
they meant well. They can't be accused of : A oni?dof
intellectual stupidity.

Some Jews were not against the regime but neither were

they interested in XEXXPBXIIIEE opposing it; they just
ignored 21l political activities, didn't go to DISZ

meetings etc..

uestion: Did the political
studetn |

miomse, depend at all on their social origin?

adiltuda. s Ehaee. Jhesl A




(25g)

Question: Do you think ﬁhaél

NO., 213 "A" INTERVIEW SECTION "S5*" ML p. T2

Answer: No, there was a mixture. Mostly these good

understanders, these fellow travellers were good middle-

class types, sons of white collar workers etc. I got along

with them when it was not political things which were dis-

cussed. As a bule thouzh I avoided them. A few of these

fellow travelling Jews sterted from the lowest levels,

the lowest social and financial level. Ildany of these

were affected by the 1944 laws., I know one who came to

oppose the regime, together with the rest of us. He first

was a DISZ secretary, then went into opposition and finally
Ay mad,

perticipated in theﬁFevolt,mﬁhh-aulnm

Question: What about the role of the Jewish intellectuals

in Hungarg? |

Answer: They were very understanding: they accepted Horthy

as well as Communism. The trouble with them was that

they had a very extreme and exaggerated ability to ajjus’h.

I don't know how it was before the war. I was 100 young

at the time. I can't say that there was anti-Semitism

in Hungary in the last few years. If there had been

anti-Semitism it would hmve czused a pkpgrom_during the

Revolution. Iany people werc noct hurt simply hegause.
\Z3caped  ynehing

they were Jewish. AVO officers because

they were Jewish. ) .
'S ;M
: a lack of anti-

Semitism or,K was it because the Revolutionaries worried

i v e Ve
LA™ W, £

about

opiniong.

Answer: In the Revolution morsls were liberated and they
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could easily havesﬁz?rixp cgrom. I think there was no
anti-Semitism. Rekosi and the other leading Jews who
participatéd in th? r2gime would heve been hated evén

if they had been ﬁghamedanso That there was no anti-Semi-
tism is also proven by the fact thet the masses could have
Gasily taken up the anti-Semitic slogans in the demon-
strations, bult they did not.

In Hungary this had been an important problem since 1870;
See the Tiszaeszlar case., The Jews concentra}ed industry

L2 )
in thei» hands and this & to an incraase@&ﬁgti—Semitism.

But all I can say is “hat I saw no anti-Semitisn in

Hungary after the war. T can't tell if there was a grogh
cf anti--Semitism as compared to the previous regime or
not. The Arrow-Cross and ite extreme actigif‘did not
Craes -~
reflect a mass mood but only followed the\haumaaué'of
the leaders of a ecolonisal power.
The people under Commumism saw that the little Jewe were
also hurt, just as much as they themselves were. mWua
racial differences were not taken into considerstiom by
the peo;lq,just 2e social differences wers disregarded.
The important questior. wng in whose hands the power was;
they hated those,
The future situztion 6f the Jews will depend on what they
are and who ‘they aie and Wow they behaved in the past
regardless of the fact that they are Jews. The fact

that they are Jews will not affect fheir‘poéitioﬂ,
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Yes.

Politices is one of my major interest.

I have been interested in polities since 1952. This is
when I became 0ld enough to understand it.

If you can call the dates and talks we had after March

in 1956 political activity. Then I did. I also partici-
pated in the meetings of the Pettfi circle. At thé uni-
versity we had itremendous debages after the spring of 1956,
See E¥IH comments on Petdfi circle toward end of interview.

I never participated directly in politics.

I have had definits politicsl opinions ﬂDQ{;;;;/Bq,since
the age of 17. I never had a good opinion of the Russians.
We in Transdanibia felt that the Russians and the Communists
brought 1little good. This feeling was something our whole
family shared. In 1948 came the Mindszenty trial. My
parents xnew Mindszenty who had been the priest who
married them. This facs, of course, affected our atti-
tude towards the regine, During the Rakosi era HAKFIH
until 1953 several members of ny family were either arrested
or in one case, a relative of my mother's, was threatened
becsuse he was a merchant.
Another factor which a ffected my political attitudes was

o yearss I
the fact thatsseygussbe a parochial school Scusmsiscse
BEEEES which was later nationalized. The majority of

the students here were anti-Communists, among them
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were peasants and others, Until I graduated #EER we were
very outspokeﬁ%ﬁéeinst the regime. For instance when
Stalin died there were sarcastic comments "well, thank God"
S etc.

In 1952/53 I began to develop a more mature political
attitude. Till then we, in schoofﬁnuﬁifﬁﬁat we had heard

at home. In 1952 things got worse in the country. On

the border area there were many deportations. There was

a great fear of the terror. On June 16 and 17, 1952

there were great deportations on the border. Approximately
100 families were deported.from Nagykanizsa, my town.

The AVO arrived for people at night and they had to sign
that they were departing voluntarily. If the AVO wanted

to be kind they gave them 3 hours to prepare for departure.
We had an acquaintance who lived on the‘ﬁé;at bordery;

when they came to deport him and his fanily he was not

at home. Afterwards, when they realized that he was missing,
they did not take him away anymore. In a month he aged

a grea’ deal. At first he did not know where his family
was taken. At the Ministry of Interior he was told

that nc one was deported. He was not even allowed to

join them in deportation. Another acquaintance was de-
ported for "clericalism"; he was g bell ringer. From

my gymnasium they deporited XK® a student because his

father vas in Yugoslavia from 1940 to 1942 and had re-

latives in Yugoslavia. All these experiences and events



NG, 213 "A" INTERVIEW SECTION "@" ML p. 76

naturally affected my political views,

In 1957 Imre Nagy's regime came to power. . From the be-

ginning everyone was very glad. Those who were allowed

to leave their places of deportation were very happy. ,.
g OV aer +he e dis.

Many died when they heard Imnre Hagy's speecgﬁin deportation.

The living conditions of the deportees were awful. Through-

out the country theréﬂgnﬂhmaliciouéy“j¥¢h?ﬁ1 said the

Five Year Plan was bad, I told you so" people said to each

other. 3In the provinces, however, Imre Nagy's regime

did not penetrate so deeply, was not felt so strongly.

I wag at the university at the time. We had many de-

bates from 1953 to '55. In 1955, when the lMarch Resélution

of the Perty was annognced, everyone felt great disgust

and opposition. The general reaction was to keep quiet

and talk only to one's friends. The 20th Party Congress

increased of freedom of debates to a great extend.

(2a) The Small-Holder Party.
(2b) Social Democratic from 1946 to '48.
(e) In Hungery most everyone awaited the Russians with open

arms; they felt that they could not be worsethan the
Germans. However, in Transdanubia sympathy for the
Germans was_very great. The wartime regime lasted longer
there than anywhere else. The Transdanubian area was

rnore bourgeois§ and less peasant in character. It showed
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the least sympathy for the Russians in Hungary. It is
te Ewvoley and
geographically closef\ﬁmlnghjﬁ?'fﬁgdgime the Russians
arrived there, the people have heard what the Russians
have done in the Eastern part of the country. 1In some
places, in Transdanubia, people were actually surprised
that the Russians d4id so little 10§$ing and raping. I %
myself come from this area end fiy initial attitude was
determined by the general feeling in this part of the
country.
i B

I:) Bgsically peope couldn't do anything else &ew,

Q}Obedience depended chiefly on political developments.

It didn't mean that people were sympathetic to the regime.
ITI.3)Till 1948 in spite of the fact that the Russians

were in Hungary, most people would not believe that the
Communists did actually come to power. Those who were “Zf'mﬂJa
in opposition at that time, either saw the regime more -
clearly, or else they wanted the old regime back.
Anti-Communist opposition to the regiméé:::£¥:;y strong,ﬂﬂui
The Mindszenty case only increased this opposition.

Mindszenty was esgpecially strong in Transdanubiaj; people

had a blind faith in him. But in 1948/49 when pecple be-

gan to reelize what the regime was really like, when the
terror became stronger, there was no real mood or o
on a national 1eve;jto resist. People just did not think

of armed resistance. They hoped that the Russian troops
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would

@B leave Hungary, they trusted in the international
sitation, in the policy of the Western powers regarding
free elzctions. There was 2 great deal of trust in the

West. People simply ignored the Communist slogans and
quretly dvew-

e~ into some corner griedgdsy saying
"I will wheather this storm too, things will get better.,®
One could call it a sober acceptance of reality. People
tealized that opposing the regime would do them no good
because the Russians would back it. -n Budapest, chiefly
among the intelligentsis and the worxers, many were fooled
BHE by the regime's slogans and felt that things ;ggn get
better. The workers were fooled by the ""Red Csepel"
slogan. The big factories became headquarters of the
Communi st movement. Thus the opposition had no chance

to develop.

in addition people expected outside help. What opposition
there was, was passive. The workers did not go to various
political meeflngs etc. There was passive resistance
throughout thqﬂperiod. But no one likes to be a hero;
people preferred to be plain rersons and not nationsgl
martyrs. This is especially true in Hungary but else-
where too. Also the terror was too reat. he thaw
allowed people to form the %ﬁited %ational-Fund of the
Revolution. ZXKEXWKIXEAXNAXINKHEXXIWER Before the thaw
people did not know each other, they did not trust each
other. Only small circleeknew and trusted each other.

One could not tell who was e Communist and who not and
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so people were very careful even with their acquaintances

and friends.

Conspiracy is a childish stupid game. A few guns and aimless

th
plans Were ellamost counspiracies werg presented; they had
CONS Pive tovs
no poiant or aim. As a result theyﬂweve imprisoned or
executed. As a child I played at conspiracy but under the
the Communist regime it had serious political consequences.

Adults don't play such games.

. The, intellibent31a was treated rather strangely. There
A

wes a great deal of nsuility towards it. Instead of

ke receiving the expected reward for its work, it was
distrusted. This is one of my chief grievances, my whole

family was treated this way. In addition the financial

and material conditions were relatively bad. AZlEEe

This situa$ion was continued at the university. Students
who were members of the o0ld intelligentsia were treated
with distrust in accordance with changes in Party
vod
po1¢cyorhia was very unconfortable. I knew that';ll!
Har;mand hard wori would not‘makbfme get ahead as much
as E¥ suitable origin would.
Another grievance was the LA travel. I could
not go abroad or even visit certain parts of my own
country, such as the border zone. One of my biggest
wishes had always been to travel and therefore this

was a serious hardship.
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I, v, XV,

The Austrian Treaty provided a great deal of satisfaction,faf™

the Russians left Austria. Rakosi's fall made people

feel very happy too. During the Imre Nagy period peasants

were not forced into collective farms anymore and taxation
camp Wis ory

was eased. People had felt very badly about the Semsed

peace loansi they were glad when this ended around 1955.

The ?arty was the real power in Hungary and not the govern-

ment. This existed only proforma, because it was ¢orrect

that way.

. -'}"C . o
The and the AVH was it:he allmighty

God. The Party, of eourse, was in the hands of the Soviets,

The important leaders of the Party were R-~kosi, Gerd, Révai,
and Mihaly Farkas. Rajk was very influencial among

Péft? memberg untii.his death - this caused his death. Kaiéér’
was quite influeﬁga;l when he was Minister of Interior

before his imprisonment.éz;s .
Others were merely gzzggﬁnns‘big or small: such as Hege&%g

who was & Party bureaucrat. There were many small local Oves/=
lords, city Party secretaries, etc.

The bureaucracy maintained an enoﬂgggus apparatus.
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There is np doubt that it grew EHEH enormously singe
§ 4qumu;j%; v
before thev&r; First of al%ﬁalong economic lines,Athe

state economy nseded a enormous supervisory and executive
épﬁafatusafflt needed three people to do what a private
merchent could have done alone. The state required

people to supervise the supervisors. This was true botn
in industry and trade. Secondly the agricultural HEXNERAEH
bureacracy was also very large in number. With regard to
delivery collections, even the smallest village had at
least two representatives. S Latt
Above them was the supervisory apparatus, the SETSpOmTRItEE: -
L

wmeesyabureau (Allami Ellendrzésugyi Kozpont) and later
the ministry.

The statelﬁnd Party apparatus also contributed to swell

the numbers ofpbureaucracy. The Party was built up on

a pyramid system, beginning on top with the Central
commgtteq and  going downwards to the local organizstions
etc.zﬁjhe ide organizetions, youth organizations, and

so on. Thg personnel of this apparatus was enormous; GWWQ
it was nonﬁproductive; it drew out money and did not
contribute}anythingo

In additio% there was the AVH, the Army, which had an
enormous bé;eaucratic epparatus,and the police which
remained approximetely the seme in number.

Hungary hgs never had such a large bureaucracy as now;

it could have served five times as large = country.

In addition to the already large niddleglass in Hungary,
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this system established an enormous unproductive class.

It was & bureaucratic state on the Soviet pattern, of course.

It depznds on what type of graft #is meant. In many cases

it was rot considered graft.by people. There was an

enormois amount of grafi affecting industry and the economy

of the country. For instance in the factory, where my

father worked they needed a certain type of machinery.

The ministry suggested that they turne@ to a certain

factory and take the manager some gifts in order to get

therﬁggﬁgzg\neededJ The same ministry also suggested

that in order to buy a scarce raw materiala from another

factory, my father's factory s 1d alsqﬁgiy up some
splas  ae. o- A&a&

smallerﬂgoods vied-ed =i, If they had not

done this they would not have received the raw material

they needed. ZJ?any ceses the factory had to pay far mere

abﬂ#e the swﬁ&prlce in order to buy needed raw materials.

There was an enornous amount of graft and fraud. But

this was accepted and not censured morally since it was

necessary in order to run the economy.

Morally far morererehensible was the wase of functionaries

who emhezzled sums and tribed many people Iimmemxder to

meepﬁquieto For instance, the Gounty Party Committee,

Mﬁém, embezzled half a milliép forints.

This enmbezzlement involved the AVH, the Party Committee

and 1eﬁd way up to the Council of Ministers. When the

story came out nothing happened; some of the peopke in-
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volved were transferred sonevhere else and a few of the

lesser figures were arrested. There were a great many

swindles involving Party jobs and edvantages deriving

from it.

Black-rail was also an accepted means of gaining advantages.

In the villeges, for instance, simple peasants were BEIX

black-mailed, They were toléd they would be/ggtthe kulak

list if <hey did not provide officials with grain and

other goods.

The lower ranKs of government service, especially in
membars of

the provinces, were filled by the o0ld civil servants, the

0ld apparatus who receivead little pay and had to do much

work. The maJOrlttiEf the civil service came from young

graduates, ThqﬁTittle lavel including the factory managemeny,

WHB was made up of technicians, of people who had to have

technical knowledge, The pay was quite insufficient.

In this stratum they hired both 01d or new technicians.

The kader policy here was not too strict or extrems, though,

of course, a class alien could not get such a position,

TE?H«.i:hue.uﬁaeﬂ

tmpathe higher levels, beginning with ministry department
chiefs, and going upwards. In the industrial ministries
there were many who were both teclically skilled and

were Party functionaries ag well. However, many factory
directors were worker kaders end knew little sbout

running tkirrhﬁah& Such people had very inferior technical

training and were thoroughly incompetent.
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there were no great advantages to be derived from FBRE
pure mombershippbu? it is true that if one yas not a

wl
meumber of DISZ one cowld only rarely get fto the university.
The advantages were derived by the functionaries; they re-
ceivedyoccasions and other material advantages.
Yes.
I joined around 1949. Ve had a student assgociation at
the gymnasium which I attended. In 1950 DISZ was formed
and one automatically became a member. I was & member
until the end, that is until IR DISZ was turned into
MEFESZ.
I was & member of & Gultural Committee of DISZ. The chief
advantage of this was that I could getqficketa to movies

and theaters for myself and my friends.

Basically no one had to be a member. Until 1949 they

had to catch members by dWee lasso. In 1945 the ex-
Arrow-Crossists joined tiae Party. In 1948 when the
Soclal Democratic Party united with the Communist Party
the members of the former automatically became members

of the latter. Many of %hese were laterexpelled.
Gradually membership was made flore difficult. The age-~
linit waw higher:zgi became more difficult for university
students %to become membe:rs, although it was easy for
workers until the end. HMembership in the Party was

necessarxry fo£$;eally good career. But some people were
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whathor

rewarded with Party membership #€ they liked it or not,
simply because they were good workters. Basically Party
membership was not compulsory.

(6e) I knew quite a fégggt the university who joined. Many of
these would laugh "I became a Party candidate, now I'l1l
get a better job", If one of thesg:g§1vately g:;i%hat
ne was a convinced Cormunist, he would beng:;gadered a
fool. Feople would, sometimes, Join the Party to avoid
getting a job in some village.

(6e) The functionaries talked in an official tone. They ysed
the jargon of functionaries, they used such terms as
"to survey-igohaﬁ; " etec.. This was especially true at
politicel seminars, They would talk of the misdeeds of
the imrialists, they would call Tito g chaiﬁ“ﬁog, they
scunded a little like an editorial from Szabad Nép.

One could tell from their talk, whether they have read

this mornings editorizflv ‘;tll‘his sort of jargon was used

in the Army too. They would talk about the great
friendship of peoples, the constant and fervent lgalty

and gra*iﬁude towards tae Soviet Union. They would say
that the comrade is again judging the question 1ncorrectl;cfr
that thc imperialists are as afraid of the truth as

& cat is afraid of the rainj This tone was extremely
ridic%@us, but it was used Bo frequently that it

became to seem almost naturaldy.

(6%) For 211 the reasons ddecausesd asbove,
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Wo o

T became a member of ths Petdfi circle in September 1956.

A% first they did not want university students as members.

L had to fill out an apilicetion and supply some guarantees.
About 3,000 people askel for membership. I finally re-
ceived a certificate and had to pay a 10 forintg member-
ship fee.

Pecple either had bad opinions of the mass organization

or else they were simply not interested. XHEZXWEXEX There
were many jokes about them. Very often people in factories
and M had to join such organizations as the Hungarian
Soviet Society. They simply paid their membership fee

but many did not know even after 5 years of membership

where the headquarters ugs, wvrere-,

e e
Well, they functioned. The most popular wixbd sthose which
‘P—'Ji‘- On &
had clubs w&%h—evenirga*nf-eﬁ%ertainment; At some you

could :ead newspapers =n1d magazines or play chess and
cards. These were popular too. Some established gp Theisr
headquarters in former provincial clubsY in these cases
the former members of these clubs continued to g0 as

eardss G4 |
before, crﬂﬁhﬁfﬂnnﬂhaf\ These organizations also had
political programs, but people did not go, except when
they were forced +to.

The workers felt that the Trade XXXBXRXK Unions were not
worth anything. Trade Unions ard only useful if they
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tha (oo
el help raise 4lvedes wazes and working conditions.

But the regime's Trade Unions did not do this. All that

the Trade Unions TIX did was to collect membership fees.

Only a very small percentage of Hungarian Communists

were convinced COmmur13?§;?rE£e re;% felt that they would
have a higher living standard as Communist functionaries.
llany of those truly convinced Communi st who had been
?iﬁ£5§§ of ﬁhe Party since 1919 and had participated in
il activity during the Horthy regime were unable to

get anywhere under the Rakosi regime because they questioned
the Party resolutions and submitted them to Marxist
criticism. Under the Rakosi regime participation in

1919 or in Spain became crimes. These veteran Communists

were annihilated. They were very difficult to handle
[T 5375~
because they insisted on attackingw&lﬂe” at Party

.meetings. These people lost their enthusiasm by the

carly 1950%% and were pushed aside, Even vhen the Party

its members were used to free debates.
As a result they did not like Rakosi's rule.

They were not W %?—‘t:é;mmuniam. DISZ was formed
in 1950, By 1953 it wae obvious that it did not work.
The youth resisted it; ell young people were supposed to
be members of DISZ, but the membership was only proforma

-ﬁ:t wi M
and not thﬂﬁﬂthGWﬂﬂﬁﬁﬁﬂbﬁw In 1953 DISZ was criticized
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by the Party. It was sw o payed-iipsets

Ayms the masses. 1t was attacked for not taking into

accolint the interests of the members etc. Then in the
resolution

March 1955 FESEFTRI8X the anti-DISZ campaign was criticized

and it was stated that DIS?Z was alright after all.

Tn 1956 the real DISZ debate kegan. It was stated that

basic changes must be mede, that DISZ was bad, that it

did not xnow what the members wanted, that the leaders

wi:i chosen on the basis of counter selection (Kontraszelekecid)

sthat they were stupid, spineless, and useless, At first

the -eaispadze wes 1o maintain DISZ with certain changes.

But before the Revolution it was disconti:ﬁggfikzg;a XHIE DISZ

was never a stalwart Communist organization at all.

The AVE was organized in 1946 by Rajk. Originally it
was the political-nolice of the Ministry of Interior.
Alound‘izgj it was developed as the AVH under Rajk,
\amrgheKadar, and subgequently under Gabor Péter.

Phe AVH was in name a part of the Ministry of Interior
but actually it was directly XEEFSKEKIXR responsible

to Rakosi, a secretgry of the Politburo. That's why it
is 2 stupid lie when Rakosi HEIE says he did not know
what was going on at the AVH, The Budapest headquarters

was at Andrassy Avenue 50 and later at Jészai lari Place.

The AVH was divided into two parts. The first the intermal

AVO, the so-called blue AVO, the second the green AVO
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the so-called border sroops. The members of the latter

were recruited by conscription except for the officers.

The AVH wes organized in a pyramidsl fashionj the provicial
orgenizations were under the national headquarters in

Budapest, They were indzpendent of other government

- organizations in the provinces.

The AVH had built up a huge appembtus of informers through-
out the entire country. Each AVH office or department had
kader sheets fé§¢§%écftformerq;and the valte of the
information they had provided. During the Revolution
these kadersheets wers found, and h%e identity

of +the informers was revealed. Two types of people became
informers; some people were forced to become informers
beczuse they e committed so-called political crimes
and were allowed to fwa»gu-r*t:_heir crime in this fashion.
Members of persecuted groups or classes, such as kulaks
and class aliens, were promised immunity from persecution.
if they became informere. The FEARAR people who were
especially desirsble were those who had a large group of
%gquaintances and friends. The AVH did not chose soli-
;;;Y types.

The green border AVO was recruited by conscription for
three years. The blue froops were also recruited partly

through conscription but only the more relizble kaders

were chosen. The Blue AVH also took some volunteers.

The volunteers were chiefly carserists who wanted to live

well, Party members who were convinced that the methods
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of the AVH were correcty or else Party members with a
long Party history. At the university good Party members
who were also good kaders were asked whether they wanted
to work for the Ministry of Interior with a high walary.
This usually meant work for the AVH. These young men
who went to the AVH from the University received a starting
salary of from 1800 to 2,000 forints.
€10 ) Neither the police nor the Army liked the AVH. The police
wes not allowed to handle political affairq;if the police
came across a political or economical crime then it had
to hand over the case to the AVH. The AVH probably had
some men in the police.
As for the Army the AVH had a military political department
under the Ministry of Defense. Each Army unit had a
- uL&ﬁ@nuv
DefensivepADepartment which dealt with insubordination, etc.
Each bigger unit had a“defensivé’officer! He was either
known to be an AVH man or else he was a secret agent
of the AVH. The military politicﬁl depertment often
dealt with civilians in cases of spying)and.it2~
The defensive officer was often smuggled intg a militgry
unit when there ﬁlre gﬁ%ﬁ“;ﬁgiiéfﬁﬁé things Eéﬁﬁglanf"wt‘
{10%) The AVH was under the Politburo and was the elite executive
organ of the Party. On the local and provicial level
the local Party headguarters informed the AVH of any
activities belonging to its jurisdiction and the AVH
supervised the Party Committee. The AVH could interfere

in the Bounty Perty Committees'activities but not vice versa.
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feveral of my relatives end frierds were arrested since
1945, JMist of all, there was tre tncle mantioned
above who wa: arrested jecause he wsns o a chureh on

a8 regaler work day. Ther snother reative of nir e,

a merchant, wes errested. He wae asmestied. A friend

of mine, vho lived in & differernt towu. was arresied

Hor eoussviracy and sentorced 4o fou Frars. He was

_8 yedars »ld He' snd h..z frisades wdire juss children
layiag &l conspirzey. ‘e was elso & oet and wrote

poems agalnsy she regime, de behaved 2ry courageously

. 5 2 2 o N R
at his trial. jle 1as &' VArossleota ané MArianosztra

t. distert sequaintsnce vho was, uatil o 50, an Arny

“olonaly -nd depariment head =t tae Ministry of Defense,
4

v 2

vas invelved in the Lésile 30iyom tris’ , which was an

0

cateone of the Rejhk tricl. He was arrested in 1950
) ympacad | vEaf
together (ith “i¥E: S61;o0m and wasqlivici with 17 cther

people imediafiely. This was at the t- e when the

'P”E_ i
cgime pan . the Army of a2ll1l hizh cfiicers of the

cid Army, sxeept Kir2ly. e recelved : prison sentence )
tnd owgwived afouT Acm
5% 10 years for spying/ireason. Iis wife m

T recslvvac ao newvs for thiree years. Around 1953

during the Negy regime i3z wife was told that he hed
received # seatence of tea vears. 1n the dth year he
s allowed to write lettsrs to his wife. In the 5th
Jear he wi: smacsisied and received an arology from the
regime. 1l wa: vold that Gaver Poter was responsitle

= S
‘o his folse arrest, L2 received his salary ra'tx';‘actlvely
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for the last 5 y2ars minus the cost of his prison ex-

=

penses. n offizer inthe Ministry of Defense apolidgized
to him and offersd him & joo in the Army. My friend re-
fused on grounds oFf cld age and asked for his pension.

He was told "I em sorry comrade Colonel, you would have
rade an excellernt @erneral.® HNow he is in England with his

smife.

The so-called class sgliens and especially kulaks were
in the greatest danger of arrest. Kulaks were perse-

cuted in every possible way especially for economic Criameq )

such as the fact that Uheur f‘ﬂdj:«.&u did nt  have.
cermp vt o joorald
The a:m was to ruin them economically. As for class

EXETH alien?jwhen anything happened in the factory, when
= macline was aabotageq,the go-called class alien was
srressed as a scape EBEEX goat. If the case of sabotage
was very serious, they‘i 8 conspiracy trial. For
instance in my father's factory there was an accidental
explosion on April 4th. The AVH claimed that it wes
sabotuge® because of the date. There was a two weekxs
invessigation after which the case was dropped.

T'here werc many priscns or political prisoners. The
nos% notorious were the Gylijtdfdghaz, the PV (pestvideéki)
militery political department, Csillagfzga Mariancsztra.
These prisons were not under the Ministry of Justice

26 the rest of the country's prisons were, but EXEEX under

the AVH. This meant that after the prisoner was sentenced
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s4i1l torsure them, and do with them what

AV slso had separate cells in its

whera the prisoners were kxepl while the

oing on.

03

orced labor canps. The most

Tt existed until

4

12 country krew zbout these camps but not vhat

irg on in them. llo guests were allowed snd the

16 x

i

s were notsllowed to correspond.with their families.

wers other forced labor camps &ll over the country.

4

it

o

v

20,000,

in s0i
literutuvrs

allow

e

]
e

few generscl ways of avoiding notice. 1.

‘i'til}iﬁee 3&

Balatonienyves,

mines.,.

sne oublreak of the

nrisons Sizabed liep was

Ssolnok labor camp, the ¥arPalote mine, the state

]

the ao-galled new-life~farm which

L&

few thousandé prriscners, Kapolnésnyek as well

The rumiher of political prisoners, at the

Revolution , was around

allowed, in others Marxist

.,

gtories were

was forbidder and only crime

in some prisons one could learn languages, but

Rig8iat.

M & R - - 5 o . -
A% adviﬁ% pessible; 1f the political police

+ictim then there is no help for it. But there

The persocn

. s

tal¥ too nuel about politics. 2. He should

fie should not get into fights with

ceople who sre in a position to hurt him.
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Jonnectionas canle an advaniege or disadvantage. I1f ones
personel connections %eﬁﬂ-from power they might even be
s disacvantage. For instance the Colonel, whom I mentioned
hefore merely worked in the seme department as Sdlyom.
That was z1l. ﬂ?dwe?é riot even friends and yet he was
arres;ed and involved in the Solyom trial.
7es,
Fenerally yes.

A

Yes, Grcats, because of the Yogoslav connections, Catholics

Jehovas Witknesses.

The fluctuations in the terror were connected with the
regims‘s changes of policy. Until 1953 it was very strong,
under Imre Negy it decreased and prisondrs received varilous
privileges. They were allowed more wals and letters fronm
their familﬁasnin 1853 they also stopped the use of
corporial punishment in prison and the chaining of
prisoners. In 1955 thiiags became tighter again. For
instance the windows were covered up sco that the prisoners
could not ldok out. In general, however, therd was a

much freer atmosphere &1l much less fear after 1953.

Prom the spring of 1955 to the 20th Party Congress the
terror increassed again somewhat in certain fields, and

then i< became mildern.

FThere were constant waves of purges. AT the beginning

the first big purges involved the socalled fascists.

5 .
In 1945/46 People's Court tried Sewfasi and the leaders
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of the Horthy regime for war crimes in—ire prevartimg
pﬁﬁﬁﬂmﬁ?‘mvﬁ&;

Then +the Communiste pegen to attack the opposition

in waves of purghks. BY 1948 the Small Holders were
anihi‘atea or. tre whole. They glso got rid of the other

I
»ppos tion Parties and The »ight wing Social Bemocrats

.;éﬁ hy Anna Kéthly. A% ths same time began the cempaign
againsl the caurch with the trial ageingt ilindszenty. The
7312 thiS
last zww\of whied was she Griosz trigl in 1951. Mean-
while %there were aleo purges in the Party,in 1949 the
Rejk trial, the anti-Yugoslav trials, the purges of the
WMinistry of Interior, and-the~GommrHhet-Re Py «
In 1950 there was 3 purge in the Mlnls efeaqe
rsmms *90
which involved Army officers who were w.ﬂ triedjand
some of therexecuted. There were constant smaller purges
as well. 1In 1955 & few Parhy membersghere arrested for
rightist devistion. But this was not very serious.
(15) This is an obvious quection. ”Sovmet Union as a friend
of the Hungarien people, O great neighbor and liberator®.
I would say thet the role of the Sovietd Union in Hungary
was _Like the role of the British in India in the last
century. 1t wes the relationship between colony and coloniz
(152) In ganeral political decisions, especially relating to
forizn affairs and economic polidy were made chiefly |
in tae Soviet Union. 1o some extent the Soviet Union

also influenced Hungary'e cultural policye Some un-

imporiant internal questions were decided in Hungary
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but the Joadl and decisive line was commanded from

&et?:'@g Srowr™
Moscow. NJust hcw the mechinery was set up whether it
was done through the emtassy in Budapest or directly
between Moscow and the Farty 1eaders, Fede-nert—lanew,
L did not meet any Sovist Functionaries, but I kmw
‘rom ny Colonel friend that in the liinistry of Defense
soviet advisc.rs had a very important position. WMy
friends deparimeat had s Russisn advisor who interfered
in everything. de told ny friend ¥HER that th ngs

tha «dviser

were going badly in,the depaptment. .hen &e was asked
WEE why, he mlthat in the other department, when he
scolded the department haad, there were some arrests in
the departments and after tnst everything was better.,
Since my IXXKE friends department did not have an
arrest for a whole year, the conclusion was that the
work muist be going badly. This was in 1949, The trials
of officers in the llinisiry of Defense were also decided
by Russian advisors.
Soviet influence was strongest in the Army and weakest in
the cultural sphere. It wrs very strong in the economic

life of the country, for instance in the Hungarian Soviet

Joint companies, REEXINEISREEXIKXZREIKE

as in the Ministries and in the Party. OfFf course some
of the countzyy's leaders were Soviet citizens. Among

them Rekosi, Gers, Farkas, Andics, Lukacs. Hungary's

delegate to the United Nations wes a Soviet Citizen
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-

who was given a Hungarian neme. He does not even know
Hungarian., His name isg Leo Konduktorov and he was

Ziven the name of X&roly Kbs.

People could talk at home to their Temily as well as

%0 close circles of frisnds where recple had known each
other for years. Sometimes in public places, for example
at the barbershop, people would talk quite freely. 1In a
small town everybody knaw everyboéy, and therefore knew
who could be trusted. Workers sometimes talked quite
freely among each other, in factories, or places of

work where they knew eazh other fairly well. Everyone

on :l'\S'H‘i\Q
developed -sasmonse as t0 who could be t rusted and who

ky 5"3 : e *’.’—‘t’

not. Thigha&aae was about 90 per cent reliable.
One could talk fairly freely about non-political matters
about sports and about orivate matters, One could even
discuss shopping, what was available in the stores, how
much it costg as long as one did not say "well, this is

# pori or
Democracy for you, you zan't get peor again,A"oh well,

that's the work competition". It was fairl general however,
1
g
ot

that someonggéﬁﬁgégieéfggfé;castic éﬁ:ﬁﬁ:ﬁg%,ana others
laugh=d at it. For instance, one could stop and look
at an American car and say "What g beautiful Soviet car
this is". Then everybody laughed,

People's hatred for +4he regime was sometimes expressed

at athletic matches. For instance, there was a scandal
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at the ,Hungarien Soviet Sower- match. People shouted
Armend dl_

and WEEWRW sgainst the Soviet Union. Puskas became

popular becauég he kicked the Soviet player, although

Puskas was noti?ﬁggiéu' fr—gzrereds- I think it was &t

in 1955 that the demonstration at the Soviet Hungarian

bas“atvell game took place. Many students were arrested

and some were expelled Prom the universities. The Czechs

were very popaier at the time because they defeated

the Soviet team and as & result Hungary was in first

place. The whole stadium fodled for the BEEEENE Czechs anD

abused the Russians.

atléns)

(17) There were a great many such opportunities in allAﬁéﬂ&%B

of life. Everyone comsidered it not only natural, but

even preaiseworthy to cheat the state which wgs the’

exploiter of the people. Sae. S m-‘hs.(:. G'.‘_w .}m
(17a) No.
3 ) B - . )
(17b) The delivery que®  could be cnﬁwuwWh&d but one had

Go be extremely familiar with the text o@ the Aﬂcrebad
The kulaks had the most difficult tvmexwﬁﬁkczﬁgxrinvc
w=r;, bubt even they could cheat the regime with regard
to deliveries. TPFor instance if they had +to deliver a

abat
certain quantity they could EE#¥E{ somehow cheat éttb

mEgFEe=Y the quality. In the vineyard everyone denied
[ aalio)

about one half or one quarter of his. s

the wine celiveries, the pessants often pgixed sugar ogh.
¢

water in the winey; that way they kept more for theirAgse,
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He could try to use personal connections, stay in

Budapest, or else ews®® quit his job.

He simply could get up end go- A worker wes not bound

to his job. A skilled worker could leave but even he

would find it difficult to get to Budapest.

He couvld use pull, or if he had no personal connections

in higher places, he could solve the problem by going

+o work in a factory and get the factory to suggest

that he be sent to the university. This was a lengthy

and difficult process. I have a relative, an engineer

who hed been in prison. One of his sons wanted to

go to Law School but he was not admitted because his

father hed been imprisoned. His father finally wrote

a letter to the Ministry of Education, stating.that he
vomthe Relints

had received an apology;for false imprisonment and

finally his son was accepted at the university in spring

1956.

The terros and the help of our great friend, the Soviet

Unioq:

\ngsraAffcihia_
The ‘“destrueotizd forces were +he {nited interests of the

Hungarian people. It wes not to the interest of the
people that the regime chould exist. It was not in the
interest of the peasants, the youth, the intelligentsia,
and the workers! it did not help them to get ahead glor
Te pressei” )

meterially., The people hated the regime. Simple people
who were never interested in politics were unable to

(hate % dreenk  Nving.
exigte Theregime simply disregarded the material and
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moral interest of the majority of the people.

(19) There wae no real. opposition in terms of strikes and
armed resistance until the Revolution. There was
chiefly passive resistance but thiscexisted everywhere
and at =1l times, in the factories end in the families.

It took different forms with different social groups.

&
&y

The peasent: The peasant did nofhﬁazgéeépa%eninf%he
colleciive farm unless he had to. He tried to keep
back part of his delivers quotas. EHe refused to partici-
pate 1n ths political 1ife of the villaege or collective
farm and showed the minimum interest in the activities
of the regime. Peasant wvouth left the villages because
it was unprofitable to work in the village., It is true
that ai first the regime wanted to take labor #rom the
villags to the factory but later on this policy was
disconitiruszd because labor force was needed in the
village. Irn affect therec was a "new silent revolution®
("uj nems forradalomﬁ3 in the XIX village.
Workers: The workers were ig_ggfferenggiblitics and
practiced norm-cheating whenever they could, It became
& principle that to teke something from the regime was
not a crine but & glory. Thus the number of thefis
was very high.
The miners: The miners insisted on xeeping a small 1lot
where they could grow their own food and thus ke cowld
+to sovne 2lants
&=y resist the enchoachments of the regime msere., -~

* veferemue. 4o ook by Tmre Koveles
r

"
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The intelligentsia refused to identify itself with the
regime 's political ideology. It educated its children
ageinst the regime.

Youth was also .ndifferent to the regime's policies and
pelitical aims. It was not interested in DISZ. in

the so-called social work ete.

The peasanis were probasly most vehement in their oppo-
gition %o the regime bezause they refused to accept the
economic mold into which the regime tried to push them.
The middle classes, and to some extent the workers, were
the strongest in their ideological resistance.

There were no such groups., Everyone hated the regime
¥E¥ equally but the outward manifestation of this hatred
was different with different groups. The outward
manifestation, *that is the public show, outside the
family, was the least prwea=ful vehement ﬁIXXEEﬁgg?%he
middleclass.

See before., There were nc organized groups of any
importance. Everyone knew that they had no practical
significance and that one would hurt only oneself and
get nowhere with such orgenized groups.

Except for the Imre Nagy group of 1953 and the 1956
post=20th Party Congress resistance to the prevailing
leaders, the struggles in the Party leadership were
chiefly personal conflicts. Various leaders tried to
get the masses behind themselves. They would make

liberal moves in order to win the people. For instance

101
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to sowme 2,00

Imre Negy's policy in 1953 wagﬁin accordance with this

pattern $o-some-extenit.

Within the Party verious organizations had debates and

struggles regarding political questions. For instance

the 1919 group opposed Fakosi's terror and came out for
\asig Afy e

free debasie. Such demands, however, were serion

and these peopke were liquidated.

There was no organized resistance but the students simply

and consciously did not accept the regime's ideology,

attacked

or else they were indifferent and EHEHEREEX for being

cosmopolitan, cynical, and for not "activizing" them-

sel¥es,

There was relatively little sabotage except at the time

) ¢ sr-tor—

when the regime took power. Afterwards the pewer became

stronger and the workers realized that they could only

hurt themselves and not help anyone. Among the peasants

there wag little conscious sabotage although now when

a peasant took personal revange on an enemy by destroying

some of his PX#FFHEEX property, it was called sabotage.

. L
ﬁh.ﬁhdah’@'t{:- ,G-QJ.GA.L"R.M.— VT PV T2
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(1) When I was at home, not so much at the University
sta.lions )

I listened to the Western radions R.F.E. was the easiest
to gelt beczuse it was the clogest. B.H.C. was the most
popular because it was +he most sober andg%ggg:;ed in
tone. 1 also read forelign papers and periodicals. These
gere difficult to get but I was able to ge’ them at the
University becauvse I said I neceded thenm for my studies.
Por instance T read Hor“hy's autobiography in this way.
Then, some of my acquaintances were able to go ebroad
occasionally. A friend of mine was in Berlin during
the uprising there. Some of my friends went to Moscow
Abroad - hat wes quite a thing. Some of my friendsy
from the University weni to Rumania, Poland and Yugoslavia.
Those who came back from Poland spoxe XAXH volumes about
Poznan. T read all the Hungarian political and literary
pepers and megazines; Suabad Nép, iMiivelt Nép, Irodalmi Ujsag,
Megyar Nemzet and literary periodicals. In /56 these
~ontained many BHEEE descripilons of the West.

(la) The most important sources were my talks with people who
had been :1broad.§::f?ﬁe Hungarian press ip_go far as it
wes reliable, that is where the focts were uncontrevertible;
for instance the Fact that iLisenhower was elected
cresident. I also considered the Western Radic Stations

an important source of rews.

(22)  See guestion 1) abobe,



e ————— s

(2e)

(2g)
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Yes.

The foreign Communist press wgs all that I could get

. e . s o e ¥ /
for instance L&tvvas [-rang dusas amd ol

o /

Later in '56 1 saw ﬁaﬁf%V 22¢ = gm Hungarian Newspaper
published in Novi Sad. In '56 I saw two issues of the
New York Harald Tribune, one of them co?tgined news of
WEERSE Xhruchchev's viasit in England}iﬁﬁigL%gibune found
5 resemblance to Orwell's fnimal Farm. I had never heard
of Orwell at the time. I received a Tribune because £
had to write a report for DISZ on the international
political situation and 1 gaid I could not do it unless

I received Western papers.

Before the Revolution I saw a leaflet dropped by R.F.E.
balloons which contained Khrushchev's speech at the

20th Party Congress. Most of these leaflets dropped

by Western balloons were not too interesting. This was
the most interesting, I wanted to mim#ograph it but

then the Revolution came and it could not be done.

I went %o the movies a great deal because I got free
tiekets. I preferred the Italian and French neo-
reglist movies. I also saw all the Hungarian movies
and not so many of the Russian ones. I remember a
very amusing Hungarian movie called "Pikkold vilhgos"
It satyrized the Western EKE dances and manners
in & neo-realistic stple. But while Bafygizing them
it was also a aatyre on the regimev. I remember the

follow@ng song.
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" L I N T
"Belzebub lanya vagyok en Qoe fra 5ubls favgntel L dmy

s e on s A G ) 7é 5%
761ldeylon rhhaban foztm a kasat Y Wy GFesr o elre ¢

A pokol feneken :\“bmﬁ'& r:gwitl\:'oﬁ el
Keverem, Kavarom, s farad d sty and M .Sf\:f‘
mer = kxarom." Qﬁ&'yw? A £ fir%&”
Then she sbuses her apartment mate Tarsberld and ends

"Igy lettem en boszorkany.” W Thars R S Doesame “—”ﬂx&
The Hungerien movies were vary weak on the whole. The
*hégé;rhad to be chiefly political., They dealt with
collective farms, with EXENIHE¥IER Stakhanovism and
other fascinating topice. Hungarian movieéf;roved when
the relaxation in politicaj, allowed them to become freer.
cuch movies were "Kilences Xdrterem" and "Gazolas".
Some of the historical movies were vVery interesting.

R LK Sz

Yor instance "Rakoczi Hcdnafya"kﬂﬂkesiLsﬁiieutenant)
The best Hungarian movie was Kﬁhhinta,(ﬁerry Go Rounda)

The Hungzrian nature movies were also very good.

Yes, 1 attended the theater about once a month. I like

+0 see classics and among the new Hungarian plays 1 saw
Illyés: ééze I saw quite a bit of Shakespeare, including
Othello, Hamlet and the comedies. I went to the opera
quite often. The performances of the Hungerian cpera

were excellent. The scenery, the bdlet and the singers
were firss rate. Among other things I saw the three
famous Bartok performances; Bluebeardﬁ%dar1n,ﬁ1ﬂ ésw_ T

Russian ballet was quite popular in Budapest.
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I read a great deal. My favorite historian is Szekfii.

The reast of the Hungarian historians are quite dull.
I like Szekfii because he wrote interestingly. He was

0f all H avian,  wighavicnS
not very popular with the regime. AL think his historical

u\fﬂ_

conception ¥¥ The best and thé most interesting. 4 He

\JaQ#;HQJ with, Efe. e ™ JbA%&y oad intig R

sewi Huigary's hisuor"oa_ situation most clearly. Although
1 YR
Szekfil was accepted*in his official capacily as gmbassador
to Moscow, by the—regéme. he was not accepted as a h@storian.
At the university the professors were jealas of him be-
cause They knew hat he had the greatest influence on the
middle--class. The following writers had the greatest
influence on my thinking; Szekfii, Ady, Thomas Mann, and
Léaszlo Németh. Szekfii for the reason mentioned before,
Thomas Mann because he represented the upper middle-dasses,
because his writings meant a bond with Europe. Thomas Mann
wgs popula® with many of my colleagues because the regime
denounced the upper midgle-class as a sinister influencej
as a result we felt/§232tly the opposite must be true.
I liked Laszlo Nemeth because he discussed the Hungarian
problem with great intelligence. He Qh, a Populist to
some extent but he-afiiﬁﬁ% have a phony Populust air
\ﬁfy’ & rers
about him as 412" some of theothers. Heppew Hungary in
a European framework. To me Laszlo Nemeth meant a
bond with Hungary as well as with Europe. Szekfii meant
the same thing. I like Ady because I think he was the one
who saw the Hunganan problem most clearly in the 20th

Century.



NO. 213 "A" INTERVILW SECTION "C* ML P. 1C7

Question: Who were the wxritons-who—were—the most popular weiltra
AT G
P university students?
Answer: Among the Hungarian writers ILaszlo Nemeth, Moricz,
and Mikszath were popular. Among the poeti;e y by
nasn S s
HOT—go~BiChe-SoNEs Attila IHEH Joﬁz%??%ery popular, Chu£
Some conservativas did not even like Ady. Juhasz w&smwﬂilvyg
AreAe, amd g0 MR 4
quite populagj,{hérinc ©28b0, Was—guibomperniar. though I
don't xnow him myself. Among the foreign authors Thomas
lMann was very popular, especially his Tod in Venedig,
\’Eﬂ'rc okls /
Buddenb®eles”and “he short stories. Hemingway's "0ld Man
and the Ses" was pAblished in 1956 in 20,000 copies.
In 3 days it was gone. 1 read it myself,

Villon was very popular because of Faludy's translation,
This trenslation gave back ihe Juicy Budapest slang. It
%o«w&-

was interesting +2> those who were not usually interested

in literature. Rabelais was also popular because of
e,rt.c::.%\}t

the transletion. Among the 19th century French writers,

Stendhgl was very popular,

Among the Russians only Tolstoi remained really popular

\w ]

of the 19th €Gentury Russian writers who Nr=— Aaccepted

by society before 1945. The majority of youth did not

even want to read the 19th century classics because

they associated everything Russian with the Soviet Union.

L]
(C
This was one of the bad things about the regime, that tinew
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made youth hate even the Russian classics. They forced

people to read Soviet and Russian novels.

Question: Were the Populist writers read at all by
you and your friends?
Answer: I read the Populists but they were not among my
favorites. I didn't just read anybody. I read Laszlo
Nemeth, Geza Feja, Imre Kovacs as well as Zoltan Szabo,
Erdei and Illyes. Erdei was allright until he became a
minister. Illyes wrote XKE most beautifully about peasant
problems. The majority of these writers were on the
index and their books were very difficult to geto At the
university one could obtain the Populist 33ft£&%boks by
BErdei, Darvas and Illyes. The rest could only be ob-
tained with permission in the libraries.
his  worbe
Illyes was the most popular of these writers; ko-was
rpublishéﬁgmgg; ‘Nemeth was also very popular among youth,
both his essaysénd his novels. Everybody knew Nemeth,
but only about 30 per cent of thestudents knew the others.
Zoltan Szabo, Kovacs and Feja were fairly popular but
except for (Nema Forradaloﬁ}% The Silent Revolution,
these books demanded a knowledge of agriculture and
economicg and therefore were fairly j}ring for most
people. In general we XX} did notlﬁégito play at being
Populists ("Nem Szerettiink Nepieskedni")}. We did not
feel like running to the villages etc. Svem—in-3he
Uriter's Association the idea of making sociological

1 the Writers® Agsce’ation,
studies of the country and the villages came upAPut



(5)

(5b)

(54)

(6D)
(6d)

closer to the 801l than we were,

Dezss Szabo was very popular although he wag difficult to
get. Everyone read him ang talked about him. I did not
read anything by him except a few articles, Whenever

his books were available I had no time to reaqg them and
whenever I wanteq to read them, I could not get them, U
had a Peéssimism about Hungary, which was to g great
extent Justified, Young people liked him because he

had vitality;un& an explosive 8tyle, passion and be-
cause he wag forbidden. He hag something mystical and

ik = like
;:;mtiiﬁhabout him,

Yes, of course,
I did not have a set, but oy family digq, T don't Xknow
Ve ce /ve
the type but one could &4 \R.F.E, ang the Voice on it
but not B.B.C..
bvvmfeaéfa
I listened to music, to sportsﬂand to lectures,

When I was at home we listened to R,p.E, every evening,
B.B.C. was the most truthfyl and reliable, R.F.E.'s
broadcast hag 2 propagandg coloring, but T liked the



(7)

(Th)

ol
/
~
!
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informative broadcasts about the West, about sports,
about Western culture. R.F.E!snon political broadcsts
about the West, such as reviews of movies, seemed quite
truthful and realistic. It was disturbing that R.F.E.
seemed to be badly informed about what was going on in
Hungary. People said "Well, they are lying too", but
they listened just the same. Gallncus was popular
because he was witty and sarcastic.

The Western radios had a tremendous responsibility
because they were the only source of news which could

be lie the regime's propaganda.

I received news about foreign countries by word of mouth
(see above). Oa_alngdariends t0ld me of Western broad-
casts if I failed to listen to something interesting.
Aboutpimteznel politicsiI heard a lot of gossip from

my journalist friend about internal fxactions at Szabad
Nep etc. . Some of my professors had connections with
various Party organizations and they would tell stories
about Party matters. These ét:::u;ere never about
significant matters but they helped to keep one informed.
At the university we discussed things in the libraries
and university halls. In hometown we discussed things
at home and.:tm%nds. At the university

we also discussed things in the dormitories which was

a debating society until 11 P.M. each night. We dis-

cussed each other's writings and the political situation.
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‘papers Miivelt Nep, Irodalmi Ujsag, Getfsi Hirlap were
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One could talk fairly freely if one avoided the few Xmown

1M0mﬁr3 o

One could tell the truthfulnees of an item in various
ways. Pirst of all the style was often very rmal:l.nc
Secondly, one coulad check the verqcity of a news item by

‘comparing it with reports in Western papars or ndf.' '1!‘

whwowgk SEXEE)Personal information. Third, one could
eheck the reliability of an article by its author. For

“r‘.
instance Parragi and Meray were among the biggest lf—a.

8ay st people simply XNE believed the opposite of what
-.df.ﬁ-. cf-ﬁvh Soraa.

they read, r instance, since

the regime abused Senator McCarthy moat people bolieved

that he was a hero, -, =

g

Foreign broadcasts were considered the most reliable. B
Among the Hungarian publications the recent 1956

considered the most reliable; and to some extent la.gya;- Nem~
zet. ” |

I read every number since 1954. Shabad Hap 8 cultural
columns were 0.K. They were written by Marcell BenedeXk,
Jk;élitical part of Szabad Nep was("mese habhal% fairy

tale with whipped cream. _ |

I read Hetfsi Hirlap, though “ﬁgi veri aften dué to the

fact that igbudead only four numbers, However, I read

all four. It was very good. Ivan Boldizsar finally

started to develop in the right direction,. AFor a change
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he criticized the regime, It was clever, well edited, well written,

Yes, people made the maximum effort to be well informed, The large
eudience of the Hhﬁtarn statlons was due to this fact,

I% vas dropped, 90,000 peopls died. It was an ugly thing, We realiszed
thet the American army was an importent factor end that the atom-bomb
decided the victory and not the Soviet entry into %he war againet Japan,
I knew that the North Koreans started the war, Every sonsidle person
knew that if a couniry sterts 2 wer, it does not Just pemetrate the
enemy's country two kilometere but entirely, If the South Koreans

had been rreparing for the war for years, as the Communis{ propagands
stated, they would not have lost so easily,

It vas & good joks., ZEveryone laughed at 1t.

There wes trouble sbout this, Asf dpesult of the Communist propaganda
the Hungarian people were hoping that Germeny had built up a considerable
Army. It was a great disappointment when we found out that this was

not s0.

I knew that they existed. I saw soms of the leaflets but not the
balloons, Well, they edisted -~ that's all there is to say about them,
They wers not very interesting. See questfion 2 g,

Feople spproved of it and were sorry when it failed.
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= )M S{Zmng hopes i R InL -
(10g) A Bwexyo e e +4:, Bisenhower made a state-

ment at thet time, that the satellites were to be freed.
People thought that he meant it, and were convinced that
leading American circles wanted to help Hungary. Thus

the Gennggfbonference turned out to be a negative in-
fluence because people were convinced that the West was
serious about the liberation promise. ﬁﬁh@vaesu%tqgﬁring
the Revolution, people expected help from the West, partly
for this reason.

(10nh) %ﬁdid not know much about it. I knew the Hungariasn National
Gommibbes oxisted and felt that it might do something #mmto
influené%&g’Western policy. In general pegple were not
enthusiastic sbout the activities of emigfgu& politicians,
especially during the days of the Revolution. People felt
that it was the fault of the emigré politicians that the
West d4id not help. They especially blamed the Hungarian

Netional Council because they knew some of its leaders

by name.
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I believe the structure of the entire regime should be
changed. Hungsry need no Communist regime in any form.
Politically the changes should include political rights
for everyone snd decentralization of the state with a
the stwss on

reduced buresucrgey. BEconomically,heavy industrialization
in its present form shou%wxﬁn discontinued since the
country is without enéﬁﬂnﬁﬁaﬁ raw materials. Agriculture
and light industry should be emphasized. A ﬁppublican
form of government shoi1ld be established in which all
democratic parties are allowed. The Communist Party and
the ‘{-Fax Right, including the Nazi Party, should not be
permitted to function. The land-reform should be xept.
Everyone should be allowed to practice his religion freely
but there should be a separation of church and state.
As for the nationalization of industry, industry should

o rof {table
be organized in @hnAfashion that would be the nost -eceomemie

ot . Through the

ims pthe country. FHEXYKE Worker's Councils, the masses
should be allowed XBXEXX o role in the leadership of
industry. ILxperience should decide to what extent the
Worker's @ouncils shouvld have a say in the running of
industry. No compensetion of any sort should be paid
for land or factories taken away from their previous
owners. The state monopolies of trade and small industry

should be discontinued. These are my own opinions as

well as the general opinion of the entire country.
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(2) See question 1),
(%) There ghould be complete freedom of press and speech, eescesd

“.4-: wids u‘-sl-hﬂ (\.u‘.. C—bﬂi‘\_\ud_ 'to
ghﬂp$hose demanding dictatorship.

(3e) No.
(34) Yes, in. so far as these statnments involved treason, that

ig work for a foreign power or spying,

(4) Yes.
(4b) If the Government is not chosen on the basis of free and
equal elections, and if it does not serve the interest
of the country, but the interest of s small clique and
@ a3 foreign country, then those who lead the country
are traitors to it. Xrmed revolt is Justified if such
is the case. Armed revolt is Justified only if there
fyse Nt
is no,press aw,free elections through which the people
can express their will and opinions.
alflapea—
(5) The country should gradually build up an economiec AAMB R
with the neighboring countries. Within the country there
shoid be free competition in the econony. The economy
should rot he a state monopoly slthough some central
P

direction em economic life is necessary. See also

question 1).

(6) Where heavy industry is of decisive importance to the
“linse
country, %hﬁﬁﬁ@t should be EHZXKHRAXAEE nationalized

However, in Hungary, where heavy industry serves only



(6c)
(6e)
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political aims and is not of decisive importance, there

gtate (ireciion is not necessarye Heavy 1ndustry should

s ) torhnien) ol prots SRILTY
be apuwE b} Jorker' COUﬂGllS;ﬁth“*38&H$&@ﬁ oﬁ-ﬁhe
c8i-d g R - \fﬁii Airrwms. tHs gyr** ot k- '10¢3J79 O

i@ﬂ&@f{%rp“cﬂ’thc f@ﬁtﬂfﬁ-rﬂ—a~technic?i¥prubiemo

w0 e APTRIT & ! -
éome of the ﬁfoglt should be reinvested in the iﬂ&;s%gé
gsome should be paid out in taxes and the renaining part
should be divided anong the workers or returned to then
by using the progits to build apartments for the workers.
Yes.

NO?

The form of government planning which-is being practiced
in dungary is bed. For one thing, it is impossible to
tell years in advance at % whet rate tle industry should
grow. This can only be done in a closed economy wash i~
ths country does not depend on other nations for markets
and raw materials. In a small country, like Hungary,
foreipn markets must be taken into cons siceration; 1t

the
ig these markete which must decide/structure of a small
couhtry®s econorys. The state should establish the
suiding principles of the economy and mnaxe sure that
industry is not s1lowed to harm the country's economig
1ife and that the lesders of industry do not inter-
fore in politics. The industry and politics of the
country should not control eacl other, but should be

equal ard independant., On the other hand the economic
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(9)
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sector of the country should help and support the state.
Hoxr: should ths couniry make any political committments
which would harm its own economic life. For instance

allfance. -
political sddenee with the Soviet Union was to the dis-

advantage of Hungary ecanomical;; as well,aﬂﬂ-ﬁkiﬁtbﬂd¥¥*
Prices and production should be decided sﬁ—xha—b&%&s=@£“thxwﬁ§
free competition\égg&%hé/free market. The state should

lay down & guiding priaciples of the economy and should

have a supervisory function so that no monopoly can be
establighed by anyone, which could decide prices and

eza influence the political life of the state.

Yes. The state has rno right to interfere in family life
except if it hurts the society. For instance, if the
children are juvenile delinquents, the state has the

right to take them away from the parents. The state

should not interfere in cultural XI®E life either, although
some state supervision is necessary here too0. h&sm’?ﬁé
state should support and develop cultural life if it is

not yet developed. The state should also lay down the

basic directives of the educational system.

Yes, The citizens have & duty towards the state, the sanme
duty as in all normal states, such as Germany or Swiker-
land. The citizens should not engage in enti-state

activities in the Western sense;ﬁhegshould pay taxes gnd
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perform compulsory military servicee.

The state should assure e certain amount of well being

to +the citizens. There should be gocial security, either
4

8
privately or ngéd 2sr financed. It is very strange #a

—4tho~wast, that this does not existe [ the West:

573t9m.
To some extent the social securityahas improved in Hungary.
In the mass sense of the word, medical care has improved,
however, partly as a result of bad relations with the West

have.

medical. care anc. mediecine in general las,not improved
qualitatively. The supply of drugs and +the quality of
medical. service is very poor on the whole. Hospitals
are badly needed and are not being built. There is no%
sufSiciznt . . |
cagigh ottemptg made 30}flght tuberculosis, Nei—enough

AP
athenp isdebednyemade \t0 ralse the national health standards.

Yes, pcople today have more opportunity to go %o the movies.

There fefinitely wae a sultural revolution in Hungaryg

since “she war; culture was made available to all. This
B

opportunity ¥=2s much greater than during the past regime.

This is something which the Hungeriens have to keep and

use in the future. There wes also a cultural Idf}

because there was N0 opportunity to read the works

of progressive ﬁesﬁern griters or to sce Western movies

which were . ﬁ\' 5@%39915. This screening out of Western

cultural producis also had & positive éﬁ%@%gtin that it

xept out & greal many cheap and inferior Western cultural

products.
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Instead, people read foreign and Hungarian classics BIX more
of which were prblished in Hungary now than ever before.

A larger number of pecple went to the theater, movies,

and to the opere an before. A much greater mass resedi=red
beramp. CCqUOLRISEE wh

Hlmg=lme wiedbe—of the true cultural heritege. theweslyvefome.
through classical records, museums etc.. This applies to
all classes of people. There were some concepts which
were generally known throughout the country by all

classes and stratqjgociety. I mean geographic concepts,
the names of Prench writers, the works of Western artists

etec.

I don’t xnow since I was too young before the war to be
able to compare.

Prom tha summer >f '456 tae food situation was quite good
until 1948. Evea in 1945 there was a great deal of food
in the provinces. The next fﬂwf'*’ s0 Wt U W |
People zat better today 4HA than in 1950. Hdénes=850

were very difficult to gst, one needed coupons aand had

f-(, "~ Q.g’ : ‘-Lﬂ-bl?.dz
to standi,in 3onﬂ .ﬂaﬁffa get any food. The food supply
in the villsges was also very insufficient in 1950
and 1951 Dbecause the delivery system was very hard on
the peasants., The wvillage store did not have bread and
the peasants had to come to the city to buy it. The
regime cxploited the situetion by telling the city

populatiocn that in the villsges the pigs were given bread
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¢a1hﬂq this as-the A%aser. Sorthe
o eat; ASsofnmbsmwopstinemennoer-sitortage in the towne.

Corn wes very difficult to get for the livestock and was

very expensive, As a result it did happen sometimes that
bigs were given bread to eat because it was cheaper than

feed,

(14) The clothing situation is worse than before the war. In
general the average person can afford one suit and one
pair of shoes par year. Some items of clothing and
materials are almost impossible to get. HFXSRYXIEXREES
Nylon is very difficult to get and so is silk and wool,
The quality of goods in Hungary is very poor and people
Egﬁgwfhéidi?engjﬁ&ge2£g?3ggfiﬁié§uing about the quality.
Fo-otili--abpilkes-me-Lunns—that here in the West the stores
offer such a large choice of many different qualities and
that the storekeepers are so polite,

(14a) I don't know,

(14v) In 1950, thanks to e Plo ;7 the situation was very
bad. By 1954 the quality and choice of goods improved

considerably and there was a further improvement in 1956.
(15) This question ie answered above.

(16) Worker's Councile should be estsblished which can include
engineers or other members of the intelligentsia as well,
These ccuncils should elect the leaders ard managers of

the factory. These managers of the factories should be
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responsible to the Worker's Councils, The Worker's
Councils should supervise the running of a factory
even if the factory is in private g;nnnnhﬁ@s The Worker's
Council or the »rivase owner should pay the state for
having helped to develond the factory in the vast. They
should also guarantee the workers their jobs and their
pensions, The yprofitsorf the factory should be given to
the owner who invested the capital,or to the Worker's
Council, or to te foreign investors who own the factory,
But the state should force the owners to return:;art of
the profits to the workers by building worker's housing.
The state shoulc prevent the development of g small
apitalist eclass. A further advantage of this system
would be, that it would turn the workerg into g

with
borgeois &kaumnaﬁﬁmksneha family house and garden. The
workeres might azlso invest wapital in the factory by buying
shares of stocks, This System would be good because the
wealth wsould be shared by a larger number of people and
would not be limited to a small class. This would be
one way of developing g borgeoisie which Hungary has
always lacked, and whose lack was s0 fatal to her politiecal

developmant.,

This question reuninds me of & joke. TUpon receiving the
Communist greeting "Freedom" & peasant says" Freedom,

thet's what we nzed, and & little rain",
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Collectivization was a forced and artificial movement

in Hungery. The basic idea was the same as that of the

old Hungarian large estate, based on large scale agri-
'4\“ -‘I—q;\

culture. This is-ﬁiﬂﬁé&ﬁ in Russia where farming aresas

are much larger than in Hungary. In Hungary the large

estate kad a very detrimental Wffect on the peasant

V¥ Winin
sconomy,  IL-—Fus: small peasants by

fair competition, be=ddm. It was also detrimental to the

country politicelly because it supported a conservative

snd~progressive aristocracy which leid the country

politicelly. The Communists continued this system

of large~-scale farming except they established collective

farms as a framework for it. The collective farms are

detrimental to the peasant, first of all because they
voitable.

are inexpertly run and are theleforeﬂénﬁanmnmﬁc

Secondly because ghe peasant does not like to work on

land which is not his own. And Fhirdly because of the

high taxes the pezsaunts have to pay. There were perhaps

gome collectivelarms which were profitable on the

Dgnubian plain but this was an exception to the rule.

A possible solution for Hungarian agriculture is the

mstzacQ @f
establichment of intensive procduction es-apeause—i4e
the existing system of extensive farming. Private
farmers would be able to produce a more profitable
o/ Pko’{ cf M
crop EJ’vegetables, grabes or fruit on smaller temmidfory

with the investment of more labor. There was a Petdfi
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circle debate about this. If the country concentraﬁy&i
on this type of agriculfure then the small ¥ lots of
1&£§$£%W® t0 be profiteble. individugl fzrmers could
then fcrm Producer's Cooperatives to sell their products
to the city and on foreign markets.

be dgiFEmond by

V.H-(.wt
(17hd) The dard to be returned should &smewdwen;the type of farming
A 7y

(17¢) They should be dissolved.

for which it is being used. Larger estates shoudd not be
reSurned %o their former owners but small and middle holders
should get back their lsnd. The upper limit on green

farms, that is on farms using extensive farming, should

be 100 - 200 holdsOn intensively farmed land it should

be lower, Those land-holders who have less than 5 holds

of land should probably give up farming and find other
Jobs, In general the peasant who cultivateshis own
land should get vack what was taken away from him but
not the aristocracy or psople who don't do their own
workx on the farm, ‘-

tv

CREAN
(171) By all means. Agriculture is in such desperate E@’

-

that it badly necds statﬁ support. MMonecy is needed
estal v olate Tractoy
%o hgiﬂmaqwﬁmﬁshfmﬁf’latLons for 3 to 4 years during
which farms could be conmrerted %o intensive farming.
.Emnﬂﬂﬁk?@yﬁﬁhgk:Eaﬁmﬂﬁﬁgw&ﬁvtmszﬁnﬁﬁhﬁmﬁmﬁxnrwﬁwﬁﬁﬁmmh
These stetions could be sold later to the farmers,
(171) Some state tractor stetions, especially on the Danubian
Plain where there is large scale green farming, should

probably be kept. I am rot quite certain about the
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details and I wouldn't like to cormitd myself o any
solution regarding this problem. In general I think
there .¢ no need for the machine tractor stations.
Peasan’ie can buy their own small machines for mowing
or spr.nkling. As for fthe larger machines, such as
trectors, if they can't afford a tractor by themselves,
several can get together and buy one, without the use

of a tractor station.

This is an 0ld story. I believe there should be &
separation of church and state with complete rsligious

freedon for all,

parishioners
PEDERY should support

It is difficult to say that the
the state because they would not do it. I believe

parochial schools must be allowed and they must be supported.
The church should be allowed to collect taxegﬁggﬁggs
parishioners but there should be no church estates.
The state may halp to some extent but if there is
complete separation of EH®¥EN church and state, which
is the ideal condition, the state can not be forced to
completely support the church.

I would send my children to & sckool run by Jesuits. I
If thers were no such schools, I would send them toAﬂxﬂﬁ;é'
schools,

The church should be allowed to have a certain amount of

wealth but not mammoth estates which the Hungerian Roman

Catholic Church hadJ }ﬁ,'thQ-FEEtZ
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Nothing should happer. to them if they were simple Party
members. However, the post-revolutionary situation is
somewhet dlfferent. Today the Party consists of
approximately 350,000 meﬁbers. 400,000 refused to re--
Tturn to the Party after the Revolution; many of these
400,000 were workers and peasants., If these could re-
fuse to enter the Party, others could have done it to0o0.
There should beﬂhxkdmu&ugxﬂh:nmmmm&ng committee to de-
termine why they entered the Party again and what they
did. These people, I feel, are guilty of treason. If
they had done nothing criminal, they should not receive
serlous punishment but if the fought on the Russian side

du&ing the Revolution, or with the AVH, or belonged to

\\&’Wgrger s;{lfhﬁ.or siezs 1T they work for the Hungarian

8 toqy or for the secret police, they should be

o W...o‘.brua
‘\Nﬁﬁbﬂﬂﬁg $Ee-Tor thelr deeds at a legal trial., This

ef The Xi tidtr
would not be revenge but legal punishment e exists 1

'every normal state,

Nothing.

See above.

Nothing should heppen to members of the regular police,
that is if ITKEE they did not belong to the political
police. The regular police was on the side of the
Revolution.

If they are s%ill alive, eand in the case of the leaders

0¥ the Revolution like Mzletery this is not likely,

\whey sbould naturally be left alone. These people showed
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during the Revolutior thet they were on she right side.
These »eople are not Conruniste anyuore since whoever 1is
a Comnrixist todey, serves the Soviet Union. Even those
@ho wore Communists in “he past butb fought on the side
of the Fevolution, realized that Communism is nonsense.
They will not he Comnmasts agein or demand a HE dictator-
ship in Hungary.
; el

(20) l. The éé%éﬁa ion of 0olLé uncle Sté&gg'and the acceptance
of Christianity. With skis we became a part of Europe.
2 VAN DoREE péRva  in 1457 or 6. For 90 years we stopped
the Turkish drive tovarde Burope. If we had not done
this, Austiia would hawv: %8 come under Turkish rule and
salzburg would not be E*ﬁ'/;harmlng Baroc@ own but & dull
1ittle village.
3., 158%%? The Turks were defeated at Vienna; this was
the b,bnnning 0f the enl of Turkish rule in Europe.
4, Tnﬁ\héﬂirﬁvvolat .on.,
5. The Anschluss of 18>6>/%ich consolidated the
politicel situaiion in tle Danubisn Velley for 50 years
for gool or foir bad.
6. 1918, It crested a tinder-box in this area.

z'r—{,ﬁ)?!_%eg hy making the Ves; realize that co-exis%ﬁﬁue

is impossible. It hed ar. enlightening awakéming affect,
Culturally Hungary contrivuted to Western culture by

(L ISEL,~
her musicians: EBeE; Hascn, Goldmary Bariok, etc.

Vﬂa—i‘%w»sﬂv\:t c'ﬂtma.ci Thaet ﬁ}dﬂ, W H“f&‘d‘f’mv
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The writareﬁﬂdﬂyjHavsihfg Molnar,\ﬁgtﬁfi.
Hungarian literaiure :.s difificult to reach for those
wo nethelesa) o
not speaking Hungarian but it iﬁﬁﬁﬁ*-%h&:&&ﬂ&&f’part
of Westorn culture. llunzerian painters and natural

scientists also made confSribuvtions 4o Vesterm culture,

21) Yes, nasurally there is u Hungarian national chaaracter.
It is difficult %o describe it; it is European with
en Eastorn streak. Therc are certain physiological
characteristies. As for the Hungarian temperament it
is more passionate. Hungsrians become enthusiastic
more eacily and get bored more easily also. Everyone
thinks very highly of hinself. Everyone wants 4o be
& Lord, whereas ths Germens look for & lesder or Fuhrer,
Hungariansg don't accert cothers ss superior to themself&s
An  inherant

=l Hungerlan cheracteristic is great nolitical

adaptability; meiclously one couvld eall it opportunisnb awmf
Delicately speaking ore could csll it great diplomatic
ability.
Hungarizns habe very good taste. One nmust only compare
the way people dress in Tudapest and here in Germany.
Eo—morsbrabocthda-2Raod : Hungarians have g great capacity
for friendship but parallel with this alsc a great
capacity for hatred. The Hungarian character is super—
flecial, it is incapable of & realistic estimate of

situ#ations. Hungarians are unbelievably stubbem.

NopEast~European Nation La¥ shown such a stubborn opposition
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to the Russians as Hungarians. Hungarians like to talk
a grest deal. They love to work as the Hungarian peasants
csn demonstrate. Isa't there too much negative in what

I just said}‘shauldn't we retouch 1t%!

o

Yes, of course there &are differences in character among
Hungery's social classes. The peasantry is characterized
by ite conservabism. Their customs and culture are more
golidified and less subject %0 social change than #m

the cityh When the peasant adwpt new customs and
traditions, he sifts out and sdaepts only that which is
useful to him. His conservatisn and his love for the
soil sre connected. Ue 1s hogtile o anyone who wants to
take his land from him. Because of this conservative
character, the peasant 1ls more capable of preserving
natioral traditions then any other class.

The werkers; many of the workers soday come f¥rom the
peasantry. Although tle peasant brings his thinking

to the city, he quickly melts into city life snd culture.
This new worker stratun. does not take over the entire
culture of the big city but only a small pari. He does
not accept Bartok but Fock—-and—Roll etc. There is a
much greater feeling of goliderity among the yorkers
than smong the peasanico. The worxsrs are atiff to some

extent and not as adapiable as some of the other classes.

The middleclass: The middlecless is the most insecure

L
because its exisﬁiﬁce }as no solid material basis.
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some of the intelligentsia have no pro;essioﬁ”g} technical
xnowledge. As a resvli they depend more on their office
jobs than a worker who has technical kncwledge and therefore
can always looztiiiﬁs Jjob sohewherw elsc. The middle-

class is more,gdapua@;e and more opportinistic because

it is less secure. IFi-undewstar smrd—depte-—certainpoti-
tioal- ideas. more—easily - _thantheoirer—rIdgses The middle-
class »i: the highest cvltural level but its culture ls very

guperficial.

None could be called the best government, although some
were fairly good. The Bethlen government was more decent
than some., Those politicians and statesmen who stayed
outside the government wsre olways hetter and more
gensibls. When they became the government, they turned
worse, Telekl was a gréat atatesnan end person bub k

do not think his government was very good. One could
also mentlon Tisza as & great statesman. Nor should

one leave out the government of Imre Nagyo

The 19138 Revolution wes 2 Very difficult sittationo
Doubtless the Habsburg fﬁ?aiﬁfﬁkﬂfq ripe for fall.ét;t
is unfortunaté that we wede— h@uﬂﬂﬁ*ﬂthanpparﬁeE:%{,
It would have fallen without us t00. Karolyi's borgeois
revoluticn had realistic aims, it wanted to golve some
besic prcblems dungary nas faced uznce\haﬁafjthat is

notronality
the nationel problem and the problem of land reform.
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However, it was too late by then to solve the nationality

problen. Kevolyi offeréd cultural EEERENY Tt ==
‘;bl/\- L wR,am,-,., fa— fm)A muo.ﬂafw pyert.  Sad

UW’W h*th.\\ﬂ-q 52@.(1“3.—-' 7&?\,% VLEL'CMQ, e W‘l‘ﬂld-‘
Commun'.em is Hungary's 20th Century tragedy. Compunism

stoppad Hungary from developing into a gomocratic states
three -iimes; in 1919, in 1947/48 end in 1.956, The soO=-
aallad white terror vas vight in destroying Communism
it is nrderstandeble that it fought not only against
Commun:.em but that it wae a reaction also ﬂ@ﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁ‘(-ﬂ"
that which came kefore it, thal i E@&ﬁméggghq borgecise
Revoluiion of Karolyi. The Horthy regime 3 t this
was the cause of Communielle the feet that the Communists
were able to take power in 1919 was due o Karolyi's
stupidity. LTt wes Kerolyi's personal fault and not

the fauld of the 1918 Revolution.

There wes a great desl of soclal and economic inequality
before 1945.

gince 1945 Hungary has jeen an occupied country. In spite

of the Russisn prressure, LoOwever, Democratic forces attempled

to go in a Democ:rratic direction between 1945 and 1948,
Thése Denocratic forces Tell ejart and bsecame powerless.
But during that Gime nuen heppened that was necessary and
good for Hungary. There were revoluticnary chamges 3

The repablic was established, the land-reform, the
establishment of social and cultural equality. There

were g¢1u1ne attempts to creaste a democratic eétate, which

were ﬂi; ed in tme\é%ge by the Communists.
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Hungary suffered an injustice in 1920 and in 1945 because
& boil times the succession states got many millions of
Hungarians, as a result of {lhe peace treaties. Between

the twc aorld Wers the succecsion siates were extremely

\ ¢ has

ke '}c’émd oppresced the Hungarisn minorities.
The Hoity regime wes right in saying therefore that
Hungarg naé_safiered g eerious injustice. Bui it was
not right in claiming the thousand year old borders with
\Sila e
large pinorities of -Shewdk and other peoplesa Horthy's
neandsl.
entire policy was built oa thlsgneWLecting internal
reform. This was wrong. The result_of this policy was
threshold
that vlea Hungary was or the/of war, she had ¢ pay
a very high price for receiving Hungarian territories

from tle Germans. The rrice Hoz

the deeth of thoussnds of Hungariansg. Thigemagesiery
hed, CV {:he. V?ms{‘m 'F;*avxt

The ir;ustice of Triaror was repeated in 1945,/46.
Betweer 1938 and 41, zfier the return of some EHungarian
territcries, the country did not fulfil its promise with
respect fo the good treetment of national nminorities.

In Slovakiay, for instance, even the Hungarians were
treatec vadly. The atreccities in Novi Sad were shocking.
The pclicy of sending stupid administrators to these
areas vas incorrect.

In spite of this, and ir spite of the fact thet Hungary
lost tre war the boundary setvtlement of 1945 was an

injusticz. After 1945 these problems should have been
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sestled Democrstically end justliy. This was not done.

£(23d) No.

(24) There thould be a closer political and economic tie with
the neigaboring countries. There should be some sort
of federation but first the nationality problem should
he settled by giving FEYLERY equal rights to all nation-
alities. All those areas which are inhabited by a
mejority of Hungarians, should be returned to Hungary.
This should be dome in agreeuwent with the neighboring

countrizs and not in opposition To them.

(25) The Russiens are & pitiadlie poverty-striden people who
have sliays lived under some type of dictatorship. The
s aleeys  coitad o] |
majority %éiﬁheéhh Ye-bhosn-miserable slaves,with a small
upper ciLess. The Russian minorities are and have been
badly treated. These minorities demand to be independent.
'\q{_ﬂ_\-\f
Russia can wnsy~be clled & slave-holding state. The Russians
n A A8
Khavé’a grest culture end & terrible regime. However, the
people as a whole, becasuse of their supression by the
regime, have a very 1low 1evel of culture and heance have
A CEVYIAOY
very 1i*t1e(mma@ﬁ"with European culture. Although
today's regime reised the cultural level of the Russian
peopley Stalin'e regime was the sucessor of Peter the
Geat's state. They were both i erialistic dictator-
ships. &zsest \With some exceptiong, the Russian people

are more distant from Europe than the Bast-European Slavs
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such a: the Bulgarians and the Ides.

{26) In its cwn age, in the middle of the Cé;l'l:]:l Century, Marxism
rvcvnaq o
- - r=3 - . .t \ -
was a ‘rital force because it gaxe s just criticism the

societ;y of its time. Marxism was wrong in its principle,
it was mistaken and it was impossible to carry outg
subsejyiently i% brenched out in two directions., The
Europsan direction exemplified by the Social Democrats,
2#€ 13 chiefly scholarly and scientific in character.

It is not particularly good or relevant but its criticism
of caoLtalisgy'xclaiiﬁsfaeiggg;& The Eastern branch, the
Staliniet branch of Mariism has proved to be a complete
failurs, Marxism was formulated Yo ansger the needs

\mo\u.s't vie !z -
ndusbeied untry. That's

of a typical capitalist,
why it failed in Russia.
(260) Lenin was a great Marxiast tﬁeoretician. He made Msrxism
possible in Russia. Lenin was chiefly a politician but
he was also a thinker. Lenin started from the Marxist
basis and creeatively changed it in hié own spirét.
(264) Stalin was a dictator and an IHIFIEHINE intriguer_pot
so muca a theoretician, If he wag a theoretician étl
all, hzwas a dogmatic one. He decided th change life
according to & set of Marxist dogms$which he distorted
and misunderstood. He chiefly used the Marxist dogmas
to build up his own powar.
(26%) There is only one Hungarian Msrxist; George Iukécs.
ot B8 moypsholach Ry Reliticiont Kbvigiot )
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Stalinists instead of Marxists.

I %now little about the Hungarign Social Democrats. I

think shey are probably better lMarxists than the Communists.

It is Hrobably possible to be both, & ilarxist and a Demo-
ecrat. L Marxiss theoreticiasn and scholar can still be a
democralic citizen. Buis a Communist Party politician
can nos be @ Denocreh, e must bemdw support ef dictator-
ship b7 definiti.on.

There never was pure Democracy in Hungary in the Western
sense. There were many periods, however, when Hungary
BHE¥Ed enjoyed some Democratic civil rights, and when

in spite of the bad government, many Democratic concepts
were in cireculaesion. For instance, the Horthy regime

allowed many freedoms until 1937/%8. Although the

. Communist Party was illsgal, the village explorers

and opoosition journalists were allowed to write.
The post 1&m§5guvernment also provided a great many
civil rights.

A Bemoocrat opposes all sypes of dictatorship and
izrespacts and defends all human and civil rightse.
Tito is not really a theoretician but a statesman.

I don'% know how orthodoxhis Marxism is, he probably
is not really a Marxist, though Yugoslavia is closer
to Mar¢ist principles than the Soviet Union. The
Yugoslavs have a number of good theoresicians) such
as Kardelj. Tiso is a naticnal hero, because he fought

against fascism. He is\w"@ommunist chief of a non-
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Democreatic Yugoslavia. He did two good things: He fought

against foreign influence in Yugoslavia end he gllowed

more freedoms than any ¢f the other Commmist states.

Nationel Communism, if esuch a thing exists, is a social
system based on Marxist principles, but coupled with
national inependasnce and an unwillingness to follow the
Moscow line. The existance of Commuism involves a
logical somersault. !Marx claimed that the basis of
W
any society}imfaaﬁermined by its economic set up and
that ths super-structure based on this was the cultural
administrative and political organization of the state.
He claimed that a new society came to be when the
economic sub-structure was drasticslly changed and
with it there was a need for a new superstructure.
Thus, a3 the feudal economic basis of Kﬁﬁ society dis-
integrased, the seeds of capitalism began to sprout
bothy, ﬁ%ﬁ%g§olution and through pegceful development.
This, however, is not so true of Communism. This is
the logical somersault. In Communisé?%%ﬁer—structure
came first and geve birth to the economic base. The
October Revoluticn created a dictatorship without the
suiltable economic basis. It was the dictatorship
with ite secret police ard otaer organs of suppression
which altered the economic system to suit the dogma.
Accordirg %o Marx, the people must become conﬁ@hous of
the fact that the 0ld regime was wrokg. This dces not



b ;

NO, 207 "A" INTERVIEW SECTION I ML P. 136

€Xist vnder Comrunism. Under a Comnunist regime only

& small percentage of the people is convinced that

the nev Socialiet system is higher EH than the former

regime or than any other regime., Thus this minority

even ir Yugoslavia forces its own will on the majority.

This ie not national Communimnﬁgaéﬁgational Communism

only if the mejority of the people are convinced of the

correctness of @Gommuniem. There is no such country

in the world today- Thus the Communist system can only

be called National if it resis on the will of the peopbde.

Tugoslavie is unusual because in the fight for national

liberation during the last World War the Communists were

in the majority. But in spite of Tito's stature as a

leader o2 this struggle, the Yugoslav Communists do not

have the political backing of the Yugoslav pecple.

The Yugoslavs, however, are different from the other

Communis® states because they have achieved some inde-

"gendence from Moscow and beceause they were able to adjust
) C \¢irewmstanees

the reginme to the economic Sitwetier—5F the country.

This conwiderat%on for the nstional charescteristics

of the country ;gs et nationsl Communism. This ngmne

is wrongz. It would be National only if the Yugoslav

reople were convinced that this was the correct political

and social systen for them. It would be # nationel

Communism only i it wer: established on the basis of

free elextions$.
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This 1y a very ¢ifficuli problem. There undoubtedly ﬁere
gsome Notiomal Communiste EQE%EL participants o the
Qetspar Revoluticn., It is difficult to tell whether
they reelly nmeart LHE what they said gbout National
Gommun:.em or whether shey used these EIZNHEXE slogans
only %o get free electicns. During the summer and fall
of 1956 there wes smesh o feeling ebewt-Heobdenai—Semmunism
that the existirg regimu‘%%hld only be opposed Im--¥his
Seosm, by demanding National Communism. At the time 1t
was thi best wezpon sgainst the regime;ﬁ%ﬁ% was HXEXEIY
merely & tacticel weapon, ses. There was only a small
number of those who were truly believers in National
Sommuniem. There were & few among the leaders-amengdfi
the PouEfi circle, & few around Inre Nagy. These went
Titeist
bgond “he concept of naltionalism in the B&be sense,
since “hey were glso ageingt dictatorship. In Hungary
thisg sincere National Cemmunism had no basis because
Commun:.em wag foreed on the dungarian pecple and there
was no gradual development during which 2 Communist
ideological elite could have been trained. National
Commun:em is teken too seriously in the West. It is &
good slogan, nothing more.
Gomulkze is a Conmunist.
‘wpossible to be & Comaunist and a Hungarian

It is

patriot. Commurism todey msans serving lioscow.
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question: What about Imre Nagy, isn't he a patriot
as well as a Communist?

Imre Nagy chose between Communism and patriotism when
he made his neutrality declaration.

It is difficdt %o say. The November government was

fairly realistic except for gghar. In the free elections,

of course, the Communist Party would be beaten. Imre Nagy
would have remained popular and would have remained the
leader of the country as president or as head of the cabinett.

The country would not have turned reactionary or fascists.

It depends on the definition. If we mean the Western
sense, involving social justice etc. then it is good.

In the Eastern Communist sense, socialism is bad.

bad.

Nonsense and stupidity. Class struggle is an artificial
theory. There is such a thing as social inequality but
not class struggle.

Bad. It is a Russian propaganda concept.

Bad.

Capitalism as a form of social and economic development
is a necessary thing as such but its faults are bad.
gpgggep}ai? %P go?Q,‘m}ffle-clasa is bad. (Interviewer's
gﬁﬁ§§§::§ ; Eﬁﬁaiggﬂyﬁﬁhn réépandgni meanB the historie
Hungéfiéﬁ ﬁiddle-class and intelligentsia which was never

a productive bourgeoisie in the Western sense).
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Kulak, it is & bhad concept.
He is a sensible writer,” o 3<nmﬁ cATixE}—

He was an intelligent man. hrw&mmmgﬂ, bad because
he also servad “his thing.

Masaryt was a good scholar‘btj 88 a politician and

BREX e3peciallyﬁgaéﬁgaagzggg;r%%'Hungary he was bad.

Bad,

Good.

Good, although I do not agree 100 per cent with his stand.
What he did was right. He showed stiff opposition to
Commun:sm and therefore I admire him. His stand was
truly heroic.

Question: What do you thing about Mindszenty's speech
during the Revolution? What do you think about his

stand as compared to Cardinal Viszinsky's in Poland?
Answer: Viszinsky was in an entirely different position
and therefore cen not compare the two stands at all.
Viszinsky did not have o cope with the Uctobe: situation
and the Revolution. He had a peaceful situation in which
he could navigate. Mindszenty was not informed about
Viszineky's stand. In his speech the foreign policy

part wazﬂigifect; about the onlg4fhat one could critizise

W aa.
“FdRaeiilembiizes he did not say about church,, wealtq}

schools, (Whanp1n¢na¥iewepmsugges#eé—th&ﬁ—ehe—chureh
foundmoam#a;un¢eaymma:tyasy~#hodweneﬂguiiﬁy—of-the—ain
e#—p@&cev-reﬂpefdeﬂi—%&v3he&~angr&iy—en&-&en£ed—%hat

ﬂindﬂﬂgnty—e9u;d_ha_placad—ia.thia—aategepys)
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The smiall-holders.,
Imre Nigy. Possibly Bela Kovacs. Perheps Anna Kethly.

Who knows?

Less.
Less.
Less.
They did not get anything thopmdesssead, They were
persecuted.
Less.,
Less.
PePhaps one part of them got more.
Less,
Less,

Abos:
One can't generalizepthe workers. Some of them were
better off before 1948, the rest were worse off.,
The small-holders were better off before 1948, the
government employees were better off before ¥ 1948
except Party functionaries whose condition has improved since
then, Party members, in general, were worse off before

1948. Artisans were better off before 1948.

They coincide.

They coincides

They coincide on the whole.

They coincide +though it is difificult to 88y .
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\H

There waan't much contact between them so it is difficult
to saye.

There wasn't much contact but their interestsdefinitely
did not coincide,

Conflict

Conflict,

I had no fear about the United States, I never saw anj

danger in America.

Those who defended the regime Juring the Revolution, the
AVH, the Party secretaries and the other scum would fight

on the side of the present regire,

My opinions of the West and my ideas about economic
concepts have changed to some extent as a result of

living in Germany.
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Chiang Kaj-Bhelk,

interv:i.ew.. It's too obvious,

(2&) I like to 80 back, if I e=m, c:aa_#-./of:
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Appendix,

Description of Petofi Circle Meeting at which Regpondent
was Pres:nt.

In 1953 or 1954 the Kossuth ¢lub was mmxtz established by

the Party to help restore the trust cf the intelligencia

in the Party and especially to support the technical

intelligencia. The Kossuth club had no politicalvsignificance;

it discussed narrow technical problems and enabled the

young Pacty intelligencia to¢ play cards and see nmovies

among very pleaqﬁgt surroundings. It was a sort of aaﬁ?,

to the Party intelligenfia. The Petdfi circle was foundeqi

as a debating club for the members of the Kossuth club
zgéw

It had no politicel = = at first. The top age was

to be 30. Fhed-there-fo-porstisvai-noaninat=tizst,

The Patdfi circlessignificance rose after the 20th P

Party congress when freer debate was allg?ed, At ;ﬂ}s

period it was still used by the Partyfgélgeegktotﬁln

the young intelligencia for the Party's aims. At the same

time the insifgﬁParty oppcsition amdng the young intellectuals

attempted to use the Pettfi circle as a platform for them-

selves. The Pettfi cirele was uander the\bufa&ﬁefaﬂyﬁggg;ittee's

propasanda department, whlch‘;gggGabor Tanczos the becretary

of the Fetdfi circle. Tanczos Tinished the university in

Budapest in the early fifties. He belonged to the leftist

Communiéts who werz very loyal to the Party iine. He was

a Marxist assi%ﬁﬁ; professqrﬂ!{@anarseged ,He was ideaologically

e ©talinist at first and graduslly moved to the right by
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h'wthe ;iae he\hlI’Eecretary of the Petsfi circle.
The f'rst significant debate of the Petsfi circle
tool place in March 1956, It was the historians debate,
It lasted about two daya; There were about 300 people
piesent at the first meeting and about 400 at the second.
.I warﬁz resent at both meetings. In the SF"r'n't‘ of the
20thﬂcongreas which allowed freer_debate,the speakers
who were mostly historians from the university started
uin with a critical spirit. They attacked Stalinist
histdrical concepts and those Hungarians who represented
-_these concepts in Hungary such as Erszebet Andics. Andics
to o Soew..
was extremely angry her face was @ 5 e, The._
atmosphere of this meeting was extremely eé?ted and heateda
It took place in a fairly small room with a smaller side
room also full of people who listened to the meeting
through loud speakers. The meeting went until late at night.
The chief sub&e&%dé?t;ttack was the Stalinist direction of
historical writing. It became obvious that Hungarian
historical writing after 194§)and especially the work
done uader the Communist regime)was worth less than nothing.
Schoolars and professors admitted and attacked the fact
that Hun arian 2istorical writing under the Communist
regime was unpopular, because it lied;and because ite
attempted to follow the currént political 1line.
A 25 or 26 yesar old instructor of history George Litvan )
talked about the teaching of history. He said xjmx thé%
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thaf the irresponsible and extreme praiaé of the Soviet

Union had the effect of developing a strong feeling

of fungarian patriotism in the 3tudents:;and cgnata?: attacks
on the West had the Smsmt o0f developing ederateonmsmy” the
West among the students. The same Litvan was the first wiwe 7o
demand¢®@ that Rakosi resign® at the 13th district party
meeting in Budapest.,

Perence Santa a writer discussed Att{iiéJOSSEf' Santa stated
that Jozaef was a good Magyar smssi toxlin’égzmuniam ment

a rise in the cultural and economic standards of the country
and the Hungarian people. He added that Jozsef was expelled
from the Party by those who were not Hungarians but servants
8x of the Soviet Union who did not represent Hungarian
interests. The audience was very pleased by this speech.

The significance of the Attila Jozsef issue was that it ..
represented a atron@attack on the 1deologicél.wing of the
-p_afty, on Marton Horvathj‘fka_t‘ ,t:u.

— danina hat Bajcsy Zsilinezky ss@B be rehabilitated

as a ﬁungarian hero, because he was a greﬁt man and allg*edi:
Magyar. THere was great approval of this demand on the part
of the audience. The significance of this issue was kthat

it clebrated a real resigﬁgnce hero and thus could be taken

a8 an attack on the fictfﬁqbua party heroes of the underground,
The first or second day Andics attacked the speakers who |

said that recent Hungarian historical writing was worthless..

She said that there had been mistakes but that historians

)
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had made a solid contribution to Hungarian history.
She pointed to her own works as part of this contribution,
The ieault was that people laughed at her. Somebody
answered her by saying, that comrade Andics is using
outmoded debating methods. We have outgrown sugh methods.
One can't argue this wsy on a public platform longer.
Some other subjects Rizmmk discussed were: Ih&_or
the Soviet Union in world war 2; the sa statement was made
that the Soviet Union 4idn't Dbeat Japan in 2 weeks
single handed. This was a furtgher attempt to stop

sk and underrating the West. 2.) The q‘-utian
ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁgia'd why the 17th and 18th century imperialistic
sérivings of Russina must be regarded as morally correct.
3.) There was a demand for the rehabilitation of the
older historians such as Kosary.
It was around this time that the Petdfi circle bdbezan to
be a symbol among intellectuals.
"I was not present at the next meeting which was the
economist's debate about 3 weeks dater. It had great
significance because it mamx criticized the Party's
economic basis especially with regard to theoretical
problems. This was a 2 day debate. Magyar Nemgzet carried
a good report on 1t.
Meaﬁwhiléttg;tnt-nakoai opposition in the Party was
becoming at&pngers The Rakosi ﬁfaction attempted to
disarm anq;:::i to its own side the most significant
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personalities of the Opposition. There was algo an.
attempt to them-ewmer the ﬁ§¥3f1 circle, to neutralize
vole.. {S _
its imp8rtant Opposition medsd ., This‘\iﬂ’how the George
Lukacs debate came about. Lukacs had no rolY in the
setting up em the Petsti circle, He and hisg followers
wére popular in @88 Marxist intllectual circles. They
belonged to the anti-Rakosgi opposition, and were
ideologially to the left of Imre Nagy. The Party
realized the importance of the opposition prmesented
by Lukacs and his ideological oroup and tried to win-
him over. The people around Lukacs were not known names
but chiefly instructors at the university under him .
They were all"echte partemberek”., Hence to Sedetoreyond
disarm Lukacs a philosophy debate was organized in
the I‘;.%fi EXXER circle at which Elesymele 54_}03‘..)
professor at the Party academy ( partfﬁiskola))the‘Party's
repfesentative at the meeting, rehabilitated Lukacs
but also manaced to oﬁpose hip, At the same time the
Patofi circle wanted to use this debate to prove the
emptyness of Marxist philosophy. Rexm There werc many

t who were not interested in

there amowsg-tisamorreicons
philosophy but were present simply to attack the Party.

A Party ;;gzattackéd Lukacs, saying that he was responsible
for the fact that a persqnal cult was being built up

around him, ILukacs got\“ » he is a thin little man, and

said: "tell me please, do you think it is in my power
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either to encourage or to prevent this? ) There was
enoxrmous laughter,
There were about 1200 pgag%g in the hall and 800 in a
s
seperate room liteningxku’ﬁhe loud speaker. People were
sitting on steps. The crowd was restless, there were
shouts and interruptions and and the Party represeatatives
were hissed. One of the Party representatives said that he
was sorry about the personal cult around Rakosi since———-—
at that point there was a shout from the audience,
"that's because the power is in your hands",
Istvan Meszaros attacked the Party ideology, Luképs
was at the é%ght of his popularity that day. After Rakosi's
fall it looked as though xkzyx he were satisfied with the
alt it pesim

status quo and therefore he lost his popularity buthe was zr
tremendously popular because he happened to agree with the
masses about Rakosi. He maé%éd to condemm Rakosi without
meationing Rakosi's name. He said that he who today
clahes that he is a8 Stalinist speaks"@s*The vfiige e
of the enemy. Za Loud applause. He said that today
scholars are produced!ﬁ%ggh assembly line and thatxthere
is a counter gelection meaning that the more stupid a
student is the further he will get. He added thatthe
Hungarian Party's prestige was extremely éggiﬂahroad
even in the peoples democracies. He said that one speech
of one man can't change anything. He was probably referring

Wode o nde.,
to Rakosi's speech, Thus Lukacs Eally raaﬁiw&ﬂﬂgnd criticized

the ideological failur e of the Hungarian Communist Party.
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Szabad Nep gave a false and incorrect account of +this
debate. Irodalmi Ujsag and Magyar Nemzet protested
against this false account. With this debate the

Petdfi Circle became very popular. Intellectuals from
Budapest heard about thiis and became interested.

I wazi t present at the next two debates, at the one
where Mrs. Rajk talked and the press debate.

Mrs. Rajk adresses Hungarian youth at one of the debates
and said that youth should not allow the horrible things
which hgppened to her husband and others, to happen
again. That youth should prevent the criminals who

were responsible for these deeds to have so much power
in the future. This was the first time that anyone

made such a call to youth. Mrs. Rajk, by the way, was
obviously histerical and somewhat unbalanced. I saw her
at the Rajk funeral and it was obvious that she was not
quite ncrm_al°

There was always such an »nvercharged atmosphere at the
Petofi Circle meetings. Imagine 2%000 people full of
hatred. They get hot, they perspire, they abuse the
regime. Idiots defend the regime, the audience gets
angry etc.

I did not go to the press debate because this was during
the exam period.

After the press debate the Party hwemmist a2 resolution
against the Pet6fi Circle. UMeanwhile some debating
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circles were organized in the provinces but they did
not gst around to holdﬁgﬁy debates yet. The provicial
functionaries persecuted the Petofi circle saying"Well,
this too is a reazctionary orgﬁnization"F Szabad Nep
first preised the Pettfi Circle and later condemned it.
Meanwhile we had summé;;acation, In Sepftember the
meetings began agai ,-H;he summer decree against the
Petofi Circletggg;e inﬁzrest amoéaﬁpeople who have not
heard of it before. In the Fall 800 people asked for
membership, while one protested and left. In the fall
it was the university students who showed the greatest
interest. Until then the one§, mostly interested were
the anti-Rakosi leaders. Meanwhile the leftist of the
Petdfiy circle decreased <EEABAR gradually and by the
fall the youth became stronger, Leftist Party members
were pushed into the background

At the end these leftists almosi disappeared. Among
the opposition leaders, Imre Nagy was interested in
Petofi Circle and National Communists were repre-
sented in it, although in all of Hungary there are
probebl¥ vot more than a few huﬁé{iifgfaignal Cormunists.,
It was j=ctically useful thet it was,these loyal and
Convinge o

FEowings Communists wwko started the ferment.

In general one could say that Pet6fiCvewan organized

by the regime to be exploited and to Berzﬁ its own aims,
W
It eoon appeared that Petdfi circle W@t Surn into a
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serious debating forum. Although anti-Rakosi‘Party
leaders sympathized with it, for example ngﬁi§1g they
were not its real leaders. The leaders were young
Communist intellectuals who turned against the Party
in 1950/51/52 and who were close to Negy. They were

i i Fiyst Pop whst f}l'b G.S‘J
people likeT2+;¢a% old MNelesemembersg,p® " leftist

collegia -
who demanded new people';\eoﬁéeg&mmsa The listeners,

the audience played an important role inczjdicalizing

the Petdfi Circle debates. Thisxigég;;:&’iﬂ; leaders

who wanted a flexible, serious debating platforn which
would help correct the EEHHEXIEE country's problems.

As of September, youth was the majority of the audience,
which had a great mass effect in radicalizing the debates.
As for the writers they attended the Petsfi circle meetings
and they talked at the press debate. I cannot agree
however, that Hay was one of the leaders of the Petsfi
cirecle. The opposition press and Petsfi Cirele had a
strong repiprocal affect on each other, A large publie
heard about the Petdfi Circle because the writers wrote
about it. As for the role of Imre Nagy he certainly

did not direct, was not a leader of the Pet6fi Circle

but he knew what was going or. Some of. the leaders

of the Pettfi Circle were close to Nagy. It is diffi-
cult to know how far Nagy influenced them. Pebfi

Circle was one of the first places which demanded Nagy:;

rehabilitation.
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In the fall the leaders were still the zsswosity ‘?‘0'-’-43_
\EQ;;;3>Entellectuals, but even the leaders began to think
of National Communism &s merely a tactical solution.
By the fall you could cdo everything at Petdfi Circle
except praise the regime., FProm the fall on Pettfi
circle was the strongest anti-regime forum in the
couniry. That Rakosi did not take stronger measures
agalrnet Petdfi Circle before his fall was partly due
to the fact that there was too great an opposition to
strornger measures within higher Party Circles and partly
to Suslovs visit. It was this visit which saved
from imprisonment and merely got him expelfgsr%gg‘%hﬁirt}
press debate.
The first fall meeting of the Petdfi Circle was the pe Kvsz
debate. It looked at this debate that the tone of the
circle was becoming somewhat duller and that it now
deglt with less important questions. This was the
first disillusionment. The XZHEK toning down was due
to the Party resolution against the Circle which still
eristed; and also Hﬁﬁﬁﬁb@saasem%hﬁfﬁwwag;%ressure from

e NéKosy
above S0 be more cautious. Eﬁbﬂb- A debate started
as a movement tor;ehabilitate the former leaders of the
peopla‘e collegiégﬁlwho were imprisoned in 1949, It was
stated thatMiKeszhad made mistakes, but essentially it

provided a good Communist education. However, the debate

went further than the leaders counted on. Somebody go up
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and asked why new people's colTegimms were needed.jhen

the general schooling in Hungery was on a frlgh%iﬁgly

low level. It was suggested that a soclological

research group should be Tormed in order %o examine the

terrible poverty of the Budapest worker's districts. It

was decided to establish a people's collegiwm,ﬁgfﬁhul agﬁhw-

Laszlo kajk. There was thunderous applaus at this

u -estion. It was not as though Rajk had been popular

anywhere except perhaps in the Party but he had become a
as e wvietim

symboi_qof Stalinist methods, snd therefore taken up

by the masses. The name of Rajk was a sherp and dangerous

weapon in the hands of the regime,clThe weapon which back-

fired.

The debate on technical development was not very interesting.

The debate on & parden Hungary, based on Gagbor ’R»pg

article, was interesting. I was not present at this.

It discussed the agricultural problems of Hungary and

Wltoduces.

sugzested that Hungary must hmmeﬂintenqive agriculture.

The debate proved that the collective farm system did not

pay.

The education debate lasted two days and discussed the

problems of Hungarian education. I was present at this

ﬁeéting. This debate rave some interesting HEEEIE details
about Hungarien 8ducation. The Communist professors at
the University were held responsible for the use of
Stalinist pedagogic methods. + must have been extremely

unpleasant and painful for tlem to practice self-
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"‘...__.map° li1tvay, spiced his speech with sarcastic comments,

Wkl
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N Wosti e
criticism before as"udlence of 1200 people. Someone

f
suggested ssrcastically 60 one of the professors that 1
it would be much bettsr if he resigned from his post

before makingihis selferiticism. Soncto-dy—got—up—ané
&$3Hiud.¢o—@swaﬁnuaa&asiYﬂna—geé—eeﬁfﬂse&—aﬁémembaffaeeeér

at
musi-bovs-beer—enironaty-—unploacant. At the first

i /
education debate, George {.févﬂ@yho was extremely popular

by then, made a very strong attack on Rakosi. He said
that Rakosi thought, until 1950/51 that Hungarian yqutﬁ[
could be used as cammn fodder. DISZ was organized to
train youth for such a purpose. Then when young people
were unwilling to go along, youth was attacked as
cosmopolitan and cynical. He quoted Rakosi's statement
a% & 1955 meeting of Party activists. Rakosi said at
this meeting that mﬁiiﬁi&ﬁﬁﬁxgﬁiercemage of peasant
youth had to be reduced at the university because they
nad & desrimental effect on the rest of the students.
He also quoted a comment which Rakosi made in 1955 at

a closed meeting to the effect that Yugoslavia should
keep quiet because Hungary had arms which could destroy
Triest or Belgrad from the territory of Huhgary. Rakosi
had claimed that Hungary could wipe Yugoslavia off the

L Qur-cbian ol J
Js—ewm&9u~9§~mse§;s—whie%nwas extremely susceptible to

this sorw“eﬁ_ﬁalko el
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Interviewer's comment on respondet.

weld-jn ﬁmwwf

Respcndent was an extremely 1ntellj"entnﬁgxtrenely articulate

very well educated young man, He was g trifle arrogant nmﬂsqﬂu

1
at first and wag very conscious of the fact that he was

: éacﬁazwun
maﬁlnp = atatemcnt deolani. t0 an American

ch‘ QU ~-f Ji\
Or&ﬁi”ﬂtiﬂﬂe I think he had g feeling that his words

would go down intay pesterity or at least influence
Americean policy. I tried to discourage this sort of
self--consciousness. He warmed up in the course of the

interview. however, and became much more casual and haman.
‘ ’ tha oz

He is obv1ously of above average intelligence aad  thinks
C enaref aa«;? A
fairly isdependenti ~%h€§gadsome stereo_types can be
noted in his thinking., Higs training in history is
excellent, partly as a r?J:%t of independent reading

2 iy

of works which were \amw by the regime. He
claims that his excellent uenory was developed by ths

examination system at the university which demanded almost
ngmg_ ba ey

verbatim L, ~ of preﬁed materialm e

Mo Wolde pathot e €o  dscuss his {qm,/)

remagiable~young man.weuld -‘E‘vha'& -be - that—tire—americ

and personal vaatter, a.PF’ﬁ-* nﬂ\, FQPMF [t wea vera. c:{l GAq

&%&W A fwgﬂi;m.sf
Hf “i‘.‘-&s ' S f‘"’""ﬂ .: ,éw- %...am—,.)-;-...Q vyl Fha Soundd
6‘6 Sl s Vouar . A ;r' T@‘Q_ Gal’ hea  Told
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