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"NEW LEFT" OPPOSITION TO SWISS CP

(Please see end for Summary)

The national "conference of the New.Left" which took
place in Zuerich on October 4-5 represents a new and growing
challenge to the Swiss Labor (Communist) Party (PdA/Pdt).
The most prominent figure at this gathering of generally young
militants was Franz Rueb, Communist deputy in the Zuerich
cantonal council and editor of the party's German-language
daily, Vorwaerts -- or rather, ex-Communist deputy and former
editor.  On October 1 the party leadership announced that Rueb
was being relieved of his posts and excluded from the party for
"factionalist activity within a group of dissidents." The
group in question was the Zuerich Communist youth organization,
and the statement also announced that it was being dissolved
for activities tending to split the party. This followed the
decision of the Vaud cantonal leadership of the PdA to expel
five members because of their contacts with the Zuerich dissidents.

The Zuerich conference was not a reply to these disciplinary
measures: it had been planned well in advance, and Rueb and
an associate, Alex Boeckli, had already issued a 1l5-page manifesto
criticizing the leadership for its policies of "stagnation" and
announcing that they were leaving the party with the intention
of building up "a Marxist-Leninist organization worthy of the
name."

This challenge had been taking shape for some years, but it
preceived substantial impetus in the spring of 1968 from the example
of the "May Revolution" in France, which inspired a series of
student demonstrations in Switzerland. On May 10 the French-
language Communist daily, Voix Ouvriere (Geneva), published
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an article by Franz Rueb praising the revolutionary role of
"progressive students." Four days later Voix Ouvriere published

a notice disowning Rueb's article, which had "escaped the attention
of the editorial board"; it added sternly that "these ideas,

which go together with those of Maoism and other ultra-leftist
revolutionaries, have nothing in common with the program, strategy
and tactics of our party." This was followed on May 18 py an
article in which the party leader, Jean Vincent, fulminated against
these "New Left" tendencies as an unacceptable amalgam of

Maoism and Marcusism.(1)

Despite this counter-attack, the New Left movement continued
to grow, bringing together young Communists, left-Socialists and
independent militants from such organizations as FASS (Fortschritt-
liche Arbeiter, Schueler and Studenten). Their anti-authoritarian
Ideas were systematically expressed in the organ of the Zuerich
Communist youth, Zeitdienst, edited by Theo Pinkus. They strongly
jdentified with the cause of Czechoslovak reform, and after
August 21 their attitudes became more firmly anti-Soviet. Their
Zuerich demonstration on May Day 1969 was clearly directed against
the Communist and Socialist parties almost as much as against the
bourgeois order.

The question really was which would come first -- Rueb's final
break with the party or his expulsion. The party leadership got
in first, by a short head.

Anti-Soviet Attitude

Militant young Communists were not the only participants at
the week-end conference of the New Left, but they were the most
important element, and contributed some of the most scathing
criticism of the PdA, which they decided (with one abstaining vote)
to leave as a collective body. Many speakers attacked the party
for its alleged attitude of "unconditional" solidarity with the
Soviet, claiming that it had failed to draw the full consequences w
from the invasion of Czechoslovakia.(2) <

This criticism must be described as unfair. The days of
the Swiss CP's unconditional allegiance to the Kremlin have long
since passed. The party now looks to Rome rather than to Moscow,
and on most controversial inter-party issues adopts positions close
to those of the PCI. It was among the most outspoken of the
Western Communist parties in its condemnation of the invasion of
Czechoslovakia, figured among the dissenters at the Moscow
Conference, and was among the very few anti-invasion parties which
sharply criticized the Czechoslovak purges and the retrogressive
decisions taken at the September Plenum in Prague.(3)

(1) See 0. F., "Zerwuerfnis im schweizerischen Kommunismus,"
Neue Zuercher Zeitung, 27 May 1968.

(2) See b, '"Plattform fuer eine neue revolutionaere Organisation,"
Neue Zuercher Zeitung, 7 October 1969.

(3) See Jean Vincent's editorial, Voix Ouvriére, 2 October 1969.







