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On Oct., 22, I went by train from the place of my birth to visit
my parents in Borsed County. I got off at the railroad sta-
tion in Mikolc. the latest

edition of the Bekesdabadsad. In it was an article by Thomas
eczel, It was called "Travel Hungaria"™. Its contents were the
following: Up to now, nobody was able to travel outside Hun-
gary, The writer of the article just returned from Vienna and
he compared the conditions there stating that Hungary is very

"much behind Austria, In Austria, there was a very mmzk high

standard of living and everything was modern and new despite
the fact that the Russian army also captured and occupied
Austria for a considerable time,

This article was a very bold one, but it was not the first

one of this kind, The sc~called thaw(?} was in efect for
quite a time. According to Eczel, it was started by a poem of
the Hungarian poet, Benjamin Laszlo, compared to what life was
like before, this was indeed a great change, but at that time
on the 22 of Oct.,, I did not dare hope that the next day, the
revolution would break out with the demonstrations by the
students in Budapest.

I arrived at home on the evening of the 22, The village in
which my parents live does not have electricity and therefore
there are nof radio sets with the exceptiog of ane or two
battery sets, therefore, we didn't know very much about what
was happening outside of the village. But on the morning

of the 24, my father woke me up, I was still in bed, and he
told me khzxsiudamkz excellent news: there are demonstrations
in Budapest staged by the students and the students have alkready
captured the radio station buildings. My father, who is a
teacher, learned this news from a colleague who happened to
have a battery set. However, this news was too exciting and

I could not stay at home. I decided to go by the first train

to Mikolc and look around and see what was happening., I ar-
rived at Mikolc an the afterncon of the 24. There was something
tense in the air, but I could see nothing unusual. People

were everywhere talking about events in Budapest. The stu-
dents were walking up and down the streets and there was
excitement in the air. Everybody felt that something would
happen that day or the next. In Mikolc, I stayed with my
relatives., I spent the night with them.

The next day, I got up at ten o'clock and went out into the

street, I went to the very center of the city into a watch-
maker's shop. I wanted to have my wrist watch repaired. While

I was talking with the shopkeeper, a man of about 50 came

into the shop very excited, His daughter was working for the watch-
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maker. He said to his dauther: "Come immeddately homebecause
the workers of Troagyer are coming into the city? The girl
immediately packed her things and went weth her father home.

I too decided to investigate what wass going to happen. Then I
went to ward Trosgyer, to see what this demonstration was all
about,

Roubding the corner near St, Anna's Church, I saw about 200

yds away, the workers of Trosgyer marching toward the city.,

I cannot estimate how many people were there, but the whoge
street was packed, The crowd was bearing Hunarian flage.

It was significant and I noticed it immediately that the Commun-
ists ' signs were repoved from the flags. Not one single red
flag could be seen. "he demonstraors were shating "Down with
Gexo". "Russkies go out®.

The crowd was singing the Kozut song, the meaning of whéch

is that should Kozut kmmimxxsguixing again require soldiers

for his revolutionary, everyone will have to go and fight. Long 1
live Hungary's liberty, long live Hungarian freedom.

I do not know how this demonstration was organized, bit I do
know that it was caused by Gero's specch the previous night
denouncing the Hungarian students in Budapest as Fascists
bandits. The workers of Trosgyer staged this demonstration in
protest of Gero's speech and in protest of the government's
acyions against the students’ demonstrations in Budapest.

Among the demonstrators I saw onli civiliansm/, workers,
students, officals and so on but % saw no soldiers among the demm
strators, both sexes were equally represented.

My feeling at that time was that these deomonstrations
waxe the demonstrations in Budapest and like this one in
Mikdlc would lead to some result and the government |
would make concessions.

The demonstrataéms shouted: "Everyone who is Hungarian will
join us Therefore, the peopde standing on the sidewalk also
joined the demonstraters. I too went with them despite the
fact that my train was due to leave at 2. in the afternoon and
I still had to get my luggage from my relatives.

The demonstraotrs went and marched ib front#d of the building
of the Communist Party and there they demanded that Gero should
resign and give over his place to Imre Nafy. They also demanded
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.. that the Russians leave Hungany/

At that time, I taught that the AVO would not tolerate this
demonstration andwould disperse the demonstraotrs when they
attempted to come near to Party headquarters.

I could not stay any longer with the demonstrators. I had to
go back to get my luggage and go to the s&ation. The street
cars were not runnihg them in Mikloc.

At the railraod station and on the train everyone was talking
about the demonstrations in Budapest and i&m about the demon-
stration which just took place in Mikolc. The budapest trains
were not running only the 2ocal commuter train, It seems

tht the Communists did not want to allow the industrial
workers of Mikolm and Ocz(?) to go to Budapest to help the
students in the xevol,ution.

K\Iﬁgg%*gggg$ngers who did not come from Mikolc, but came from
Chattre or {?2) wexe or some other place outside of

Mikolc did not know about the events which took place there,

When we told them what happened they were very haﬁpy and cheered.,

i am certain that these passengers took the news home and spread
t.

Lreoylfnaf yeaoyes

C
When I arrived at Kazingzbarczika I saw nothing unusual in the
village., This is very small peasant village and was entirely
quiet. I did not see a flag anywhere.

This somehow dampeded and checked my enthusiasm. W I had to
hurry home, dress and go to work., I was then working on the
afiernoon shift. When I came just in front of the power plant,
I kkmumki stopped for a second seeing a sight which I will
never forget., The factory (the pm® power plant) had three
120 meter tall chimneys. I saw 3 workers taking each a flag
up the chimneys and affizing them to the tpp of the chimneys.
The chimneys were so tall and the flags were so tiny. But it
was great to see the Hungarian flag wéthai the Communist star
on it., Everyone was happy and the general feeling was that
perhaps at ks last our factory is not Communists any more.

We all had to hubry to work because we were suppoded to xhmxk
take over our assignment ten minutes before the shift
started.

Next to me werked the mxxEmmmmmisk ex-Party secretary

of the pwer plant. I noticed that he was always wathing

me from the corner of his eye. It seemed that he was afraid
of me. I do not know why, I hardly knew him. He received that
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assignment only for days ago. He was replaced as Party sec-
retary by another man because the results of his Barty work
were not up to expectations, He did not have the qualificatlons
required to do the work, to whic he was now asigned. He re-
ceived this assignment because &t paid well.

While working, I was alwaus able to talk to many of the other
workersand we ususally exchanged our information. I told them
what happened in Mikolc. Many of them were living far from
Kazinczbarczika and they took the news home. The next day they
also told me what happened at home,in one or two willages.

the pgﬁulation wahihed to hang the party secretary. But until

then the workers knew comparatively little abéut what was

taking place in Budapest and outside Hungary. This was due to the
fact that wkhkam many of the villages did not have electricity and
therefore the rews was scarxrce,

Otherwise, nothing unusual happened on this shiftf There were
rumors to the effect that the Party decretary had said that
the whole rebellion would be squashed.

The next day on the 26 of Oct, I and 2 friemds from the fac~
tory that is the power plant, wanted to go to Mikolc and %Xm see
what was going on. We wanted to go on the 7 o'clock train in
order to be back for work by two. On reaching the station, we
founf out that the train on which we wanted to go was

not running.

While we wexw were at the station, I saw an AVO officer whom
I knew by sight with a civillan who rpobably was also an

AVO officer. Theyseemed very suspicious of us but did not say
anything.to us., Thayxwemx They went and walked arounf the
powr plant and the homes of the worlers. Probably they were
sent to see what was going on. in Kazinczbarczika. It was

a very uncanny feelong when we zaw when we thought{ the AVO
officers were watching us. It seened to me that kthexRaxiy despite
demonstrations , the AVO still had control of the country.

But the AVO officers soon left and did not do anything nor
spealk to anyone,

In the aftermoon I again went to work., We exchanged information
woth the other workers, Everyone wanted to know what would
happen next. fxkxBOAx {i-B)

1-B We discussed the situation with the other workers at
the power plant. Most of them were timid. They feared retalia-
tion., Nobody knew what would happen. The Budapest radio at our
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town only played music, We listened to foreign broadcasts
openly. We had a good radio. We were anxious to know how
the situation would develop from minute to minute,

After Budapest, Mikolc especially the workers of Trosgyer
were the first ones to take part in the mvolution.
Everybody wanted to know what would happen,d

The next day the ex~-Party secretary came and spoke to me,

He was extremely friendly. This was probably the first timex

he evr spoke to me. He said he was very sorrK he ¢mpukimikik

was @nable to do anything about my brother who at that time=
wanted to get a job in8Hfpower plant. He emphasized the fact=
that he comes from Transylvania and that he is a good Hungarian.
He also said that he was demoted from the job of Barty secre-
tary because he didn't perform his work in the Party with much
enthusiasn,

when I came home from the shift that night, I heard that there
were demonstrations again in Mikolc. This time the demonstrations
were staged by the university students and high school students
and industrial workers also took part.

On the morning of the 27 Oct., I succeeded in going ton

Mikolc., Already at the railroad station in Mikolc I heaxd

THat a great demonstration was going to take place that day.

The previous night, the AVO arrested 35 or 40 of the students
and workers who organized the previous demonstration. %he
purpose of the demonstration today was to free them from the
AVO, Evidently they had been severely tortured during the night.
The leaders of the previous demonstration were in the custody
of the Blue police at the Blue police headquarters in Mikolc.

The workers and students came &met in large numbers. This was
the secomd great demonstration in Mikolc, The crowd whax
surrounded the building of the Blue police headquarters

Wae They demanded that the prisoners be freed and they said

we they were unwilling to go away until the police would free
the arrested leaders of the previous demonstration., With my two
friends, I was also there in the crowd in front of the building.

The police warned the crowd to disperse promising to use
fire arms if they didnot do so. A woman in the uniform

of the AVO police also spoke to the crowd from a window and
said "Go away or we shall immediately shoot!" Commander

of the Blue police of Mikolc also addressed the crowd. This
was the third warning to disperse, but the crowd said it




wouldn't until the leadexrs were freed.

Certainly AVO and policemen appeared in the windows of the
2nd floor and started to fire on the crowd with sub-machine
guns, The police commander, a man by the name of Seghy

and his wife (the woman in the AVO uniform) wkaex threw
hand grenades into thé crowd. According to my estimates, 10
to 15 people died immediately and many were wounded.

I became very nervous, It was terrible to listen to the
moans and cried of the wounded.,

The crowd broke into the building and ran up the stairs to
capture the AVO men and the policemen who fired on the crowd.

Thixxe They succeeded in capturing Seghy and his wife

byt most of the AVO and policemen escaped taking with them
about 25 of the arrested leaders of the previous demonstration.
I saw only about 8 or 10 of them who were freed when the crowd
broke in, It is possible the others were also

feed but I did not see them in the great crowd. Later I

heard maghixm nothing about their fate,

It was impossihle to come near Seghy and his wife. More than
90,people were arcund them., workers armed with hammerw

or iron bars. They were dragged down into the street in front
of the building but by that time I think both of them had
already been beaten to death,

A group of minersg came there with a trick. Some of them took
down iron cables and attached the two bodies to the truck

by the necks. The truck started off toward Beke ASquare.
The two bodies were dragged along the road. to the Russian
monument which was on the square, Along the way, the crowd
kicked and spat upon the fwma killed policemzmx  commander
and his wifw.

The truck stopped on Beke Square near the Russian monument.
I saw a workerg take a ladder and climb up to the top of the
monument. He attached a wire cable to the Red star on the monu-

_ment and soon we saw that Seghy's body was hanged by the neck

from this monument. As Seghy's head was already beaten to a
pulp soon his body slipped through the noose and it fell down.
The workers then took another steel rope and fastened it under
his arms and hanged him again to the star. Seghy's wife was
hanged on the other side of the same monument.
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About 50 meters from the monument there was a commotion in the
ceowd and soon the third body was brought to the monument and
hanged along side Seghy and his wife. This was a man in an
AVO uniform. I found out later that this man was also in the
crowd. He was some relative or friend of the Seghys/ He made

a comment stating that somebody will suffer for this. Some=
of the bystanders heard his remarks and immediately he was
lynched on the spot., hanged beside Seghy.

I stood for some time there on the square but later I had to go
to the railroad station to catch the train back to Kazinc-
zbarczika as I had to go to work in the afteroon.

In Kazinczbarczika eveerything was quiet and the three flags
were still on the smokestacks . In the factory I told the other
workers what happened in Mikolc.

The workes also told me a piece of news., It was romored that

at the time when the flags were being hoisted up the stacks,

the director of the Social Welfare department of the powexr plant
a man by the name of Nanvor Verges, was also present and

said that the whole thing was a dirty fascist provocation.
This upset the workers very much, He was a big Communists, a

Jew and actually he embezzled a lot of money. The next day,

this director went away for a leave of absence. What the worker
said,that he would get his when he returmed.

Onother incident which caused much dissatisfaction among the
worjers was the following: three workers with hammgzs destroyed
the Red star at the entrance of the power plant. The»Part
secretary worked near me said the fo lowing: We will sett%e

our accounts withthem later. I know who they are. Some body
heard him and there was much grumbling among the workerw

because of him.

tha personnel director
1t is interesting to note that a|few ?a¥s later, when the
7).

workers councils were organized, was dismissed,
because "of unpatriotic conduct at the time when the flags
were hoisted on the chimneys of the power plant". We hoped
that from this,Vertish? will learn a lesson in social
respect and appreciation of his fellow workers. ® This indi-
cates what the composition of the workers councils was like,

We went to Mikolc practically every say to see what the
news was.



Two days after the lynching of Seghy and his wife, 1 went to
Mikole with tweo friends. We got out at the first station,

The city was entirely calm and quiet. I walked to the building
of the police headquarters where now the military revolutionary
council had its headquarters. At that time my impression was
that this military revelutionary council was under the jurisdic-
tion apf of the city workers council,

Opposite the police headquarters was the barracks of the Mikolc
army group. This building was the socalled Rudo elite baxracks.
When I was there I noticed several officers and soldiers

with guns escorting a civiliam, I later learned that this
civilian was the chief of the AVO'S quadrille section, The=

He had some documents in his possession. One of the officexs
addressed the crowd and said that they have guaranteed this man
his safety. His services are valuabke amd as he has turned
over to them the entire list of all the secret policemenf

and secret agents in Mikolc.

I wanted to see the place where Seghy's Body had been
brought out from the police headquarters. There on the square
despite the heavy traffic and the rains one could see still signs
of blood and membrane.The three bodies remained on the Russian
monument, for s8&  several days.

The entire city was decorated with Hungarian flags. On one
building the crowd notiwed a flag which hed the Communist
insignia on it. The landlord was requested to immediately cut=
out the insignis from the flag.o

From my relatives ih Mikolc, I learned much about the activities
of the workers revolutionary council in Mikolc. It seemed

that there was much dispute among its members. as to whom

the leader sxmmkzxizm should be. Some of the public ad minis-
tration officials of the Horty regime turned up and wanted to
take over the mangement of xhe affairs. The workers were
not willing to let them.

in Kazincbaitczdéka, the situation remained the same. ,le also
formed a workers council. Ouxr council adopted the resolutions
of the Budapest revolutionary council. We establoshed contact
with the other councils. How these councils began their work.
and how they were formed, I do not know.exactly. Buk
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I remember that one day when I was in the power plant working, I
heard one of the workers asking the other, "Did you cast your
vote already? " I enquired what this was all about and I found
out the following; A list was being passed among the workers,
each one signing his own name and the name of the person

he wanted to be our representativd in the workers council.
When the list came to me, I saw immediately thZ most of the
votes had been cast for the previous formem manager. I was not
satisified with this, I also saw that the foreman and one of
his henchman was always near the persons who were signing

the Xxx Xx list, When it was my turn to sign and the foreman
thought that I was hesitating, he came to me amd said that it
would be advisable to vote for him and other people who
already had experience in running the plant, I refused to vote
for him, but voted instead for an old worker whom I could
trust completely. Nevertheless, the composition of,the e&w
workers council was not satisfactory, Most of the old people
were still in it,

The chief of the personnel section was ousted, by the revolu-
tionary workers council in the factory but he was not dismissed
only given a very good assignment. he was a convinced Commun~
ist, who previously was in the Army and although he had only
four grades of school, became an officer on the Hungarian
Air Ferce. Later, he was assigned to this position in the
Eower plant where he had no work to do and received a very

igh salary. From such signs, it was evident to me that
mx&n the revolution did not succeed, then there would be
much retaliation.here in our power plant. agaimst those
who showed any sympathy with the demonstractrs or who took
part in the demonstrations

“rom the radio we knew of what was taking place in Budapest

6n the 28 and on the 29, Railraod communication with Budapest
was severed partly diie to the lack of coal and perhaps also

to government orders to prevent the industrial workers of this
regicn from coming %o Budapest.

Nothing of %hm inpartence occured during this time until the
return of the Russians. The €ommunist Party was reorganized
and we felt that nothing hagd been accomplished. Radio Free
Europe also informed us that thqhn :aidanﬁaof the Communists
was still to be found old ordex

in the Communist Party.

On Nov. 3 we were listening to the radio in the barracks where
we lived. Many of the engineers of the Eower plant were also
there, We were overioyed o learn that the Russians allegedly
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had started to evacuate their troops from Hungaryo Imyself
was pessimistic and told the others, fwait until the last one
goes out,"

Next morning, when I was preparing to go to the power plant
to begin the day shift, I turned on the radio and heaxrd for
the first time, the message of Imre Nagy. Hé announced that
Russian troops were atta king Budapest and he appealed to the
UN and to the Western powers for aid.

Even in the power plant we managed to monitor the radio broad~
cast. and were constantly weiting for news to know what was
happening. The foreign radio broadcasts in w informed us that
the action of the Russiane was a violation of the international
agreemetns of war. We hoped that the UN would be able to do
something in our behalf, Days passed and nothihg happened.

And in the meantime, the Russians were pouring into Hungary
again and re-occupying the country, Buk

A few days later, I again went to Mikolc where I met my
father. He also came into the city to find out what was really
happening, He was very much concerned about my two brothers,
One of them lived in Budapest just opposite the Wkkiam ?
barracks.

during
From my father I learnedi that before Nov 4 he, dx ad one
ngi night how more than 15,000 Russian/tanks fcoming Entbe/
direction of Mikolc. As he felt cold, he did not stay ch
ionger. But the tanks were still coming when he leift/for

omw,

From my father, I learned that, before Nov. 4, during one night,
he counted more than 1,000 tanks (Russian) coming in the
direction Mikolc, As he felt cold, he did not stay much

longer. Bu t the tanks wére still coming when he left for

home. This happened at the end of Oct or Nov l.

From what my father and other frineds had to say, i gathered
that the Russians were slowly coming into the couniry on
by-ways and ‘side roads in order to avoid observation.

III. C.. I believed that the reinvasion of Mikolc took
plage similtaneously with the reinvasion of Budapest. 1 was
not in the city of Mikolc at the time this took place, but I
had a first hand account of it from reliable friends.



At the time the workers attacked police headquarters in Buda-
pest, they did not have one single rifle or a pistol. Later,
the soldeirs f£aumd# from the Rudo barracks, equipped them
with arms. Still later, a security militia was formed of
workers and students. About 80 per cent of this militia were
studefts. They had arm bands and were equiped with farearms.

.soofxom police headquarters Budapest to police headquarters
Mikolc. In the early hours of Nov 4 Russian tanks about 50
aﬁpraoched the buildings of the technical university in Mikolc.O
The student£ guards placed on the top of buildings notéced

their appraoch and started firing é@n them. Several Russians

were killed. The Russians also fired from their tanks

and more tanks were drawn up to the university. By dawn, all

of the university students were either disarmed or killed. I

do not know how many students were killed, but several., hundred
would not be an exaggeration,

The workers of Trosgyer remianed entirely quiet. There was no £y
fighting in that area/

With the fighting at the university, all military action in
Mikolc ceased. The Russians drew up thekr tanks along strategic
points in the city. There was no fighting on the streets.=
The Russians were searching for arms among the students and
young pecople and tcok anybody suspicious to them into

custody.

The Hujngarian army in Mikolc offered no resistance to the-
Russians. They probably saw that they were overpowered and out
numbered,

At the time that %xhkm of the Russian re-invasion, we were
expecting some help from the VWest. We wx were constantly
sitting beside our radios and listening go the foreign
broadcasts. We were waiting for assistance from the West and
are still waiting for it, The sessions of the UN were always
bein postﬁoned. Immediate and urgent assistance was
required then.

we did not think much about the form of assistance from the
West, We wanted them to vome or to d send us guns and ammuni-
tion and arms. To throw this down to us in parachutes., If - i
we were able to fight Russian with bare hands, how much more
effectively we could have done so with arms, had the West
supplied us with them?



During the entire revolution, I did not meet any foreigners
in Hungary.

After the return of the Russians, I went to work every day=
and was waiting to see what would happen. Kadar already on
the scehe. He made many promises and appeals to the workers
to continue their work because stock supplies were short, etc.

I constantly listened to the HUngarian and foreign radio
broafcasts, to sp=2eches, statements amd so on. I wanted very
much to know what would happen.

About the 18 or 20 of Nov,, I realized it was impossible to
remzin becuse the outlooks were very bleak, From the statements
and speaches made by Kadar, it was evident that nothing could
be expected from home, only retaliations. His promises became
thinner and thinner,

It is intexesting that the Rakosci Communists were in the
workers militia which wexaxkthuaxfaxmsd. had been formed
during the revolution.

About ten days before I attempted to leave Hungary, i realized
that it was impossible to wait any longer. VWorkers were already
being dismissed from the power plant. I was certain that it
was only a question of time when I too would be dismissed. I
knew that{ the UN would not come or send an army if they had
no; cgme til now, In my opinion, there was nothing more to
wait for,

48 A few days before I started off, I went to visit my parents.
I realized that they will probably never see me again in my

life, They iried to persuade me to remain, but finally they
realized that it was better for me to go. They knew whaxm very
well this was sam® not some childish craving for admenture.

My delay was also due to the fact that I wanted to know to
what extent the previous Rakosci regime would be restored.

I was very much concerned,miihxtheixx would there be retali-
ations against my parents if I left. At the time of my depart-
ure, I hoped that the old previous conditions would not be
restord entirely and no trouble would befall my parents,

I left home on Nov 31, I promised my parents that I would not
go West, only to Budaﬁest t0 enquire about my brother who
lived just opposite the Kilium barracks. Therefore, we were



3-M 13/

very much concerned for his safety because we knew that stiff
fighting had been going on in that neighborhodd. I tcld my
parents that I am going to visit my brother, but both they and
I knew that I am going West and would never return

On the way to Budapest I saw something very interesting whi h
strengthened my resolution to go West and never return. At the
railroad station in Hatvan, I saw two Russian soldiers, evidently
deserters from the Red Army, they were being guarded by at
least 12 Rea Russian soldiers with sub-machine guns.Thazaxi®
Rugskamx A large crowd was surrounding them. Both Russians
were young, about 18 or 22, They acted very calm and resigned.
One of them tried to ex=lain something to the Russian officer
in charge of the guards. Esixkhisxsffzzaxxwauslk But this
officer would not listen to him. I do not know exactly what
they had done, but it was evident that their lves were to be
very short. I had the £skx feeling that this fate awaited

all of us if we remained.

When I got off the train in Budapest, the sight which awaited
mg us at the Galite station was terrible.kEverything

was in ruins, Rusdsian tanks were stationed everywhere. No
street cars ran. The streets looked as if they had been
plowed up,

With my two parcels, I finally managed to go on foot to my
brother's houde., I found them there. The building in which they
iived was very badly damaged, but they were still alive and
well. Some of their furniture and possessions had remained.

1 itried to convince my brother and his wife that they too should
come with me, My brother was willing but his wife was not.

She somehow could not leave kha  behind the few possessions
which had remained.

I went on by train an the direction of Kapaczwa, I arrived=
there and took a room in one of the hotels., My impression
was that very }ittle happened during the revolution in
Kapuczwa and the cld police and AVO were still in power.

I went down to the room of the door man to listen to his radio.
He warned us to he very careful. Beside me sat an edlerly _
man who also listened to the radio., All at once, he motioned
to me to turn the radio o to another station, Very soon after
that, a police squad came in led by a police non-commissioned
officer who was evidently drunk. He questioned us and wanted
to take me in, but he got into an argument, a one-sided



argument with this elderly man threatening to shoot him with
his pisgol. What the cause of the argument was, I do not know,
but I remember that he called this man a Fascist, Soon after
wardg, the drunken policeman and his squad went away leaving
us there.

The next day I took a train for Somucz county to the village
where my other brother was living. Due to the fact that I
would not have a train for several hours and it was unwise

to remain in the broder district, I finally decided not to
visit my brother, but to continue my journey towards Some
whatr hay., I did not have time nor the money to buy a rail-
way ticket, but the conductors on the trains did not request
a ticket from anyone, Everybody was openly talking about
going West.

At the railway station in Szonbathely-I wanted to enquire which
is the bewt way to go to Austria. But _ had to run from the

ma railroad station because a Russiaf patrol came and looked

& me with suspicion. I threw away my bags and ran. I succeded

in boarding the train going toward Kmxmmrd. The Russians did

not follow mes Kosseg

Soon after leaving Szonbathely an AVO boxrder police officer and
a railrcad man came through the train flashihg a light into
the faces of all the passengers and énguiring where they were
going. They went through the train six times on the way

to Koszegq.

Opposite me in the train sat a young couple with a small
child. They seemed km very suspicious to the officer, but
he did not detain them., Hly feeling was that I too was suspi-
cious to them, but they let me procede.

I got off the train at Koszeg. It was dark and I went out in

the direction very carefully. About 100 yds from the rail road
station was a crossroad. There I saw two gueards with sub-

machine guns., I noticed them in time and made a dediour in

order to avoid them. I tried to enquire which was the way

to the border. I knocked ona door, but it was too late and no

one answered my knock. Previously at home, I carefully stidied the
map and knew in which direction Austria was. I proceded in

this direction through vineyards and fields and forests.

Going on the forest road, I noticed in time a border contr61=
consisting of two AVO borderpatrolmen, I stopped behind a
bush, He passed me but it was my feeling that they moticed me
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only did not wish to take notive of me,

Further on, I again met a border patrol consisting of four men.

They had a police dog wath them, They stopped me; I had to
put up my hands. They searched me, They were looking for arms.
They took me ihto custody.

Soon two other guards brought three gypsies and a gypsy
woman who were also detained on their way toward the Austrian
border. They marched us in toward the guard house.

This was not far from the Austrian border. I knew that I

could easily run, in the darkness; a hundred yards to safety,
but I was not cettain whether or not all the mines and all the
barbed wire fences had been removed along the border.

We were questioned at the guard house., They t l? us that in
the morning we would be trasported to ﬁiﬂﬁéiiﬁﬂ,yA truck came
for us on which there were already three people. We continued
to the next guard house, and in a very short time, there were
mo§? ;han twelve prisoners on the truck. We were not hand
cuffed,

We were taken to the Szonbathely prison. It was full and very
noisy. Most of the prisoners were young people between the
ages of 16 and 18. The majority of them from Budapest. Some

of them told me, they had already attempted to cross the bor-
der three times wathout success, but they said, they would
\let us go and they would try again. Thaxmaxixdayy

That same dasy, we were again questioned in Szonbathely.

They wanted to know why I wanted to leave the country and
whether or not I %ook part in the revolution, I had to sign a
protocol containing my confession. The oéficer sald this
protocol would be sent to my place of employment and to the
place where I lived and that the next day,# we woulkd be

set free, taken out to the railroad station and put on the
first train to Budapest. He said that if I should try once
again to leave the country that then they would turn me over
to the public prosecutor and criminal proceedings would start
against me.

That afternoon, I became acquainted wéth two other prisoners,
who told me that they bad a chauffeur friend in Szonbathely

and that that man would assist us in getting wut of the country.

They advised me te ask the comnmander of the prison to let me
go saying that I had transportation facilities to Budapest and
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therefore, did not have to wait for the train,

The # two of them went to see the commander before me and the
commander let them go. When finally I went to see the commander
he examined me and question#d me very closely. I gave him the
right answers as the other two had instructed me//WHdZ in
whfat to tell him. I gave the commander the address of this
chauffeur and finally, he let me go with strict warnign not

to attempt the border again,

OQutside the prison, I met the other two ex-prisoners and we

went to the garage only to find out that pur friend, the
chauffeur, had already left for Austria and is not expected

to return. We went out to the railroad station and wanted to
know when the next train would go in the direction o f

the border. There at the railroad station, we were accosted

by a boy of 16, who asked us whether we wanted to go to Austria .
gL/fd%. He agreed to take us over and we were to meet him at
the railroad station the next morning at 4 o'’clock,

The boy met us and we boarded the train going only one station.

There we got off and went on foot about i3 kilometers toward

the border. On the way, we met one or two border guards. Pro-

bably they noticed us, but they didn't say anything and we

avoided them. All the peasants on the way were very friendly

and gave us directions, We succeeded in crossing over to Austria

that very day by daylight. Near the border, we simppma saw
and other signs that the border guards were

patrolling the border district with dogs and on horseback.

From abou%: 150 meters distance, we started to run for the Austrian
borderwhich was clearly identified by the Austrian flag., We

ran about 50,meters into Austrian territory and stopped only

there. This was on the Dec. 4.
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V. SOCIAL CLASS STRUCTURE AND ATTITUDES

A, My father was & school teacher., Before 1945, he taught in
a parochial school. From 1942 to 1952, he taught in the govern-
ment grade school . In 1952, he was transferred to a God-
forsaken village and Mis teaching school there even today.
The reason for this transfer was that my father was on the
kulak list. The place where he was previously employed gave

2% acres of lLand to the teachersand this was considered
sufficient to plawe him on the kulak list since we had a bit
of property of our own. My father's education is Teacher's

‘College. My mother completed four yeaxs of secondary school .

She comes from a teacher's family. I do not know what my
father's salary was before entering the war. His last salary
before I left Hungary was 1,15@ to 2,000 forints a month

and free rent. Since the Communists took over, the teachers

do not have the use of school land. Before the war, my parents

owed 35 satastrophic yokes of farm land., This was nationalized
y the” Communists in 1948.

In 1945, my parents had to flee from the Russians and everything
they owned was lost or stolen. When they returned, the village
had to support them for one year because they had practically
nothing, only the clothes on their hakssx backs. O

B. The social classes in Hungary are the workexs , the peasantry,
and the intelligentsia to which belong the officials and the
government employees, I consider myself to be a membs of the
intelligentsia, &lthough Z, for political reasons, I was

unable to get any work other than that of a laborer, 1 had
close contacts with all classes and have a high regard for

all three., Before the Communists took over Hungary, every class
was represented in political life.

The Hungarian peasantry, with its inherited love for the soil
could never be reconciled to Communism. Those agricultural
workers who had no land probably sympathized with Communism
for a time, but # when the land which was given to them in
the course of the land reform was taken away from them, their
sympathy for the Communists ceased,

The industrial workers also felt themselves defrauded . They
realized that desgite slogans tc the contrary, their life was
far belpw the minimum of the previous regime. The Communists
attempted to create an apparatus based on the industr@al and



3-M 18/

agricultural workers, but even those peasanis and workers
who were boosted to civil service jobs soon saw the contra-
distions between slogans and reality., and realized that the
whole thing was a fraud.

The intelligentsia was completely suppressed during the Comm-
unists regime. Knowledge and experience did not count. Moglk=
of them were ousted because they served under the previous
regime. Communists attempted to create a new intelligentsia

of their own. In my opinion, under Communism, the intelligant-
sia was hit the hardest.

C.. The attitude of the peasantry and the industrial workexrs
toward each other can be summed up in the following: most of
the peasants were convinced that the industrial workers have
an easier life. They thought that the industrial workers not
only had a higher standard of living, but that, politically,
they are not oppressed so much as the peasantry. On the other
hand, x% the industrial werkers thought that the peasantry
lived better. Both of these classes mistrusted the intelli-
gentsia because the new intelligentsia of the Communitss was
one which committed the most crimes against them,

The intelligentsia saw very clearly its own position., It
realized that ita standard of living was comparatively the
lowest and that it was exploited the most. Most of the intell-
igentsia never had any antaganistic feeling s toward the other
two classes.

E. Concerning the chances of getting ahead in Communist
Hungary, the question of talent was only of secondary import-
ance, Of primary importance was the reliable crigin of the
person concerned and whether or not he was a member of the
Party. If a person was able to repeat the Party lines to the
satisfaction of the Partym then theye were unlimited chances
of getting ahead.

The sochal mobility of each class depended largely on the politi-
cal policy of the government. For examply, under the Nagy
government, the intelligentsia wasnot considered as unreliabke
as before. The children of the intelligentsia were admitted

to the schools.

As an individual, the person most likely to get ahead in
Communist Hungary was of the loafkr, big-mouth type. The type
which likes to give orders to others. Such persons were usually
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able to prove that they were of poletar origin., In
other words, they never appreciated what they
earned, but spent it,
F, The principle of paying or rewarding everyone
according to his merits, is unheard of in Commuhist
Hungary. A £ smal proletar minority which does not like
work, £AA and usually is the scum of the population,
is permitted to rule and order around the rest of the people.
Such proletars are available for almost anything. Th
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VI, FAMILY LIFE UNDER COMMUNISM

A. In my opinion, Communism did have an effect on family
life in Hungary, It changed the strict amily way of life
of the previous regime. This was due to the constant

sense of insecurity, tothe poverty and to the hardships

of everyday life. Everyone was compelled %o worry g@e€¥

only about the today. Noone could make sectire the future

of his family or children. The constant nervous

tension in which everyone lived did not have a good effects=

on family life.

The principle of free love which was propagated by the
Communists had also a d¥€X detrimental effect on life in
Hungary., It undermined the strict moral principles of the
previocus regine.

The family life of all social classes was affected, but

to a different degree. The rural population was probably
less affected than the city population. The least affectedd
were the peasnats, after that, the intelligentsia and,

most affected were the industrial workers of the city.

But a decline in the family life of all classes can be
noticed,

B, The Communists wanted to indoctrinate, first ef all

the Hungarian youth, Communist ideology was taught to all
age groups. It practically began in kindergarten. Of course,
it is another question how successful this was.,

The extent to wfhich children disobeyed their parents
under the Communist rule is a very complex one., In general,
those childrén who were carefully brogght up at home,

by their parents, did@not disobey them more than before.
There was, however, a notd4d difference in the grouﬁ of
children who can be considered more neglected by the r
parents. Even these could not be won over entirely by the
Communists.,

C. Due to the constant financial difficulties in which
everyoine lived in Hungary, people inclined to think
twice before getting married. The number of MZLIAdLL/
LELYEEKE  unsuccessful marriages were surprisingly high.
This can be left to the constant financial troubies a
that the poor working conditions ruined the lives of the
young people,
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The courtship pattern depended on many factors. For example,
origin, education at home, etc., therefore it varied,

according to the individual. I think I am too young to make
a oomparison of what it was like before and during the war,

I do not know much about prostitution. Probably, there were
broghtels in Budapest, but I do not know from experience.

I consider a marriage ideal and am of the opinion that
animal instincts should be governed by every individual.

We were often told that love has @ different meaning in
socialistic ideology than in the capitalistic meaning.

Otherwise, I do not know what the official attitude on

sexual matters was,

D, Communism did affect frinedship. In general, a sharper
distinction was made between friends and acquaintances.

For me, it is very unpleasant £#£ to think back of
ex-friends who joined the Communist Party,, But in generald,
I can say that whether the person joined the Communist
Party from conviction or because he wanted to make a living,
I make no distinction between them. In my opinion, a

normal and honest person whe Yi¥éf 1leads a correct life
can never be a Communist. If a close friend of mine joined
the Communist Pargy, I would try to talk sense to thim, but
it would be practically impossible to continue the frined-
ship. It is entirely quite out of the question to keep
politics out of a friendship., The reason for tis is

that politics played such a dominant role in everyday life,

E. The papers did not write much about crime and therefore,

it is impossibel to form an opinion on this question.

I do not think that ordinary crémes increased. There was not
anyone to steal from. LEverycne was poor. But if a zmsmmm common
crime was commited, very often, the police or the AVO attempted
to give & it a politicla tint. For edample, my uncle

who was considered a kulak, was constantly in jail on econo-
mic charges. for not surrendering the quota and so on,

ln fact, this was only a small economic crime, but it was
played up as a political crime because my uncle happened to

be a kulak.

I am too yuung to be able to say wherher people drank more
than before the war, I think that people in general drank
just as much as before. This was despite the fact that the
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price of alcoholic beverages was higher, People were
inclined to consider life as aimless and without purpose.
They Z¥gf  thought they may as well drink away their
earnings as it was not sudificient at all for necessities
anyhow, Some people drank at home, others in the pubs, but
it was not advisable to spend too much money on drinks in
public because questions would be asked by the police where
one got the money from.

I have heard of hooliganism, but do not know exactly what it
means/ If under hooligan, we mean the “gompec" then holligan-
jem is the copying of everything that is foreign by the youth.
Especially, clothes, dances, receration and so on. Some of
the things which come under this, of course, were considereds=
as bad taste in Hungary, But in general@, the youth liked to
copy foreign fashion, foreign dances, and so oOn. Compared
with the bleak everyday life which the Communists wanted to
impose upon them it is only natural that the youth preferred
such things as dancing and foreign fashions.

The Commuinists spent much money and time to train thei#
youth to their ideology, but witBout success. The youth or-
ganizations als¢ failed to achieve their purpose. Rakosi

ahd his people noticed this and this is the reason why one
year before the outbreak of the revolution, they staged a
Youth Congress at which such problems were discussed, but
the Congress and the resolutions passed there did not affect
the situation much,

Hooliganism in the sense in which I understand it is more
characteristic of a cettain age group rather than of a social
class . There were the young people belonging to the intell-
igentsia, to the industrial workers and even to the

peasantry VRLER/ REL 8/ LB L LB ELEA who could be considered as
hooligans. In most cases, the paretns did not mind that their
children were copying the fashions and the recreation of

the foreign youth. In many instances, it was consideraed the
right thing to do just because the government opposed it.
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VII. RELIGION

A. In my opinion, the effects of Communism on religious
life in HUngary should be considered according to age groups.

In my opinion, Communism had little effect on the reliious
life of the older age group or better to say, it even
increased their degree of religiousness.

But Communism did afect to a considerable degree, the relig-
ious life of the younger people. I do not dare to make an
estimate to what extent. :

Interference in the religous life in Hungary began by
aboliabing compulsory catechism class in school. Darwinism
and materlalistic principles were taught to the children in
school and they had a great effect on them. I know from my
own example. I preferred to accept the scientific explanation
for the source of life and so on than the theological explan~
atdpn. Even today this is an open question to me and 1 am
seeking the right answer. This, ihn my opinion, is not a
question of politics, but it is a question of philisophy.

At home, the clergy and the churches have the same general
respect as before,

Catholics were the greatest enemies of Communism, Itwas a
question of survival of either the regime or the church,
Because of the difference of the methods used in this trduble,
of course, the regime won.

Protetant churches were also persecuted, Religion in
Communism is a general principle. Wéther it be Judaism or
Buddhaism is indifferent, Whoever is not a materialist is
an enemy of the Communists. This is a capital crime. A good
example of this is %km Cardinal Mindszenty. He has become
an enemy of the government and the people, because he tried
in every possible way , that is every way in which morally
he could, fight against the Communists for the survival

of the Catholic €hurch,

B. My parent s have always been very religious as I've said

before, I was more impressed by scientifc theories. They regarded

with concern, my struggle to find an answer to my religious
and philosophical problems. These are problems to which I
am still seeking an answer,
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whether one is religious or not is of indifference to me. 1
do not judge people according to hhis standard. These are
most ly traditions which one inherits, but I do not think
that science can give convineing proof which would undermine
religion and the churches., Religion is a spiritual necessity
to most people. In the 20th century, the basis of religion
ad the religious life is humanism. In the centuries past,
religion was mostly based on ceremony and even today, much
of the ceremony is incomprehensible to me. In this respect,
the Protestant religion is the most sympathetic to me.

C. My views on the relation between church and state can
be summed up in the foldowing:PELAdLEPH

role
The churxches play an important in the society of today,
They are a live, existing movement. They must be given full
liberty and opportunity to function.

Concerning ecclesiastic schoals, I am of the opinion that
they should be abolished, but that catechism in reiigion
shald be compulsory in the state schools.

In my opinion, churches should have an influence in such
things as censorship of films, plays and so on.

(Note: The political role of the church in the state had to
be explained)

Yes, in my opinion, membexrs of the clergy should be repre-
sented in Parliament and so on, They could hold govemment

offices. But the AdE#)/MiXd ideal relationship between chiurch

and state in a democratic country should be one of cooxrdi-

nated relationship, not of subordination. The chuxrches can have

an indirect influence on political and social life as well,

D. The Jewish religion under “ommunism is a difficult
question, Was it oppressed or did it have todbe oppressed

at all? After 45, very few Jews remained. Those who remained
were placed in 3mpoxtant jobs and high government positions. I
principle, the “ewish is the same as any other religion,

The simple Jewish citizen did not have exceptional pravileges.

Commerce was entirely under government control. Business
and commerce was in their blood. For this reason, Communism
ccould not hace been sympathetic to them. Politically, theyd
lived uhder the very same pressure as every one else,
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Other Jews were able to get ahead because they became Communist
members/

I do not quite understand your question about anti-Semitism
and Austria, Agaisnt whom do you mean, against Hungarian or
Austrian Jews? And by whom, the Hungarians or the Austrians?

I heard some talk about the Jews expoliting the favorable
circumstances for immigration, It made a very bad impression
when on e of the Jews on the train laughingly daid:; "I'm
going to America to become a millionaire."

To me, in general, it is of no importance mx if one is a
Jew or a Christian, but on the whole, I have had many un-
favorable experiences with the Jews whom I knew, but this

is experience and not principle. I think #£ it is unjust

to pass someone out of society because he happens to belong
to this church or that, but it cannot be denied that the
Communists leaders in Hungary were g€ mostly Jews. It

is also true that the conduct of some of the Jews immediate-
ly after waxmxafxkthe lWorld War did not serve to increase
their popularity.

The attitude of the Jews toward Communism had to change
during the past year. If at the beginning, they expected good
they were very disillusioned.

The vast majority of my Jewich acquaintances were Communists.
They joined the Communist Party for good pay or good positions
and for chances of gettigg ahead. On the basis of my personal
experince with my acquaintances, I think that this was a general
phenomenon,

During the revolution and demonstrations, those Jews who

were in important political assignments or very good jobs
wereopposed to the whole thing., I have already mentioned

our ex-personnel director who, when seeing the Hungarian
workers place the flags on the smoke stacks of the power
plant, granted it "a Fascist provocation®. It is my opinion
that the Jews had bery little to do with the refolution.

I did not see one single Jew either in the demonstrations

or the revolution, byt this is possible that this was not the
situation in Budapest or elsewhere in Hungary.
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I do not think the supposibion, that Jews in general, are
afraid of a chsnge in Hungarg, is well founded. The answer to
this questlion ngturally depends to great sxtent, on the poli-
cies of the future Hungarlan gowernment, that 1s to what extent
the ways of anti-Semitlsm,yY¥)/¥é/Berdii¥sd/¥¢ which Trom
time to time reoccur to a greater or smaller degree, will be
tolerated. In Hungaryp there was and there is some anti-Semit-
ism, but it 1s not constant and in general, it is more indiff-
erence LYgf%Bntipathy than enti-Semitism. But the Jews are clever
enough that they can 1f theywant to ¥ change this general
fesling to sympathy.

I must repeat that my feelings toward Jews ere based on per-
sonal experience and have hothing to do with Hitleristic prin-
clples or slogana,
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VIII. THE HUNGARIAN YOUTH

A, In my opinion, Hungarian youth included the age group {rom
10 years to 25.

B. I would not say that.the Hungarian youth directed t he revol-
ution, but I think that they did play animportant role in it,

I am not certain of the role of Hungarian youth in the 6 months
before the revolution. I was not in their midat, but I can
draw conclusions to this question from the r evolution itself,

I believe that, in general, the Hungarisn youth was very rest-
less and wanted a change.

In my opinion, the fact that the Hungerien youth alr~ady had
a fixed program which t hey made public in October indicates
that there had been some kind of organization amonp, them al-
ready before the outbreak of the revolution or before the
demonstrations.

The leading role of the youth in the demonstrations and the
revolution ia evident,

The Hungarian youth played mn important role or maybe the lesd-
ing role in the Hungerian revolution because verg probably, it
was able to realize the best, the emptiness of the ideoclogy

forced upon them and they saw best the bleak outlooks for
the future and also youth, in general, ls less hesitant and
more impulsive fj and is inclined to act quickly without
thinking.

In my opinion, the older age groups admired the accomplish-
ments of the youth fQuring and before the revolbhion., The
youth dld more than sny one could have expacted, There must
have been gensral admiration for their open oppisition to the
government, I think that the Hungarian youth passed a test of
pelitical maturity with flying colors.

Co The Communists admitted only those psople to achool whopt
they could hope would become the supporters of Communism.

1 think that the Communist government did right when ¥¥ it
abolished tultion and other fees in school. All expensss were
borne by the state, Students could do much better in school
if they had no financial worries about tuition @ees,etc.

There system of entrance examinations is good. Rather, it would
have been pood 1f only the qualifications of the students had
been exdmined, but when the political quesbions came/ to be
dominant, these entrance examinations servsd only to keep up
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that is, keep out the undesireable slementa from school.

Concerning the quality of education, 1t was good in some
ISL ¥ hidd institutes, in some, high,but ohly in the last
few years. In general, the quality of education from L9 to 53
WAS Very poor,

Concerning the aschool persomnnel, many teachers and professors
were not qualified to teach. They acquired thelr diplomas

and their assignments from political and Party considerations
and not on the basis of professional qualifications. The

larger the number of sugh new teacheraf on the staff, the lower
became the level of the institute or school., It Wg must also be
adnitted that teachers and professors were over-=burdened by
superflous assignments. The level of the staff, in general,
could be attributed to the number of teachers who s erved ubder
the previous regime.

B, The Communists did make an intensive effort to indoctrin-
ate the youth., They spared nalther time nor money to win them.
The reason for their failure can be attributed mostly to the
fact that the youth reelized the emptiness and falsshood in
Communist ideology. Oppisiton of the Hungarian youth to Comm-
unism increased from time to time and depended always on

the extent of Communist gXFASH{IFH oppression, It always
depended on how wide the gap was between practlce and theory.
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IX. MAJOR DISSATISFACTIONS AS FELT IN EVERY DAY LIFE

A. The major dissatlisfactions in my every day 1life while I

was in Hungary were the following: poor working conditions,
low standard of living, compulsory Communist ideology, the rule
of a Communist minority, the freezing feeling of Russian in-
fluence//dfd 1in all fiekds of 1ife, Communism in practice

was a dictatorship, brutal and inhumane in extreme.

B. People in Hungary, very often complained because of the
bureaucracy,# the stupidity and the lack of know-how.
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X, THE ECONOMIC LIFE

A. In the first half of 1950, I was employed gs a super
visor of an MTH home (Office of Labor Reserve). My salary
was 960 forints a month, There was an iron cot in my office
and I could sleep there., I had an extra income of 100 forinta
a month from acting as a gymastic Instructor.

From June til I left the country, I was employed as a laborer
in the power plant at-Szkomnbariczika. My average monthly
income was 1,000 to 1,150 forints & month. The salary was much
lower, about 750 per month, the rest I received as production
bonuses.

I shared a rocom with three other people in the workers:®

barracks of the power plant. I paid 10 forints a day for food.

The food was metimes good and sometimes bad. On such occasions
I was forced to buy scmething to eat from the grocery store.

I would have liked very much to live qiliietly and save money
oenoughto get married,

I never had more than two or three suits. THddd, Of these,
one was my Sunday sult. For example, the sult in which I left
Hungary, I had been wearing since 1048. I could not afford a
camera, not to mention a motorcycle. It was a great achleve-
ment when I was able tc save, after five years, 1,200 for a
radio set.

I had to economize both on food and on clothing. If I spent
more on clothing, I had to eat less and vice versa.

Our standard of living aa compared with pre-war and during the
war time changes conaiderable after 1945, My parents were able
to llve comfortably on thelr salaries and from the income of
thelr own property and from the farm land which they got from
the school where my father taught.

1 started 1ife in 1649 when I finished my studies, After

8 years, I had ten shirta, and three suits of clothes. In 198
and 1949, the standard of living of living was highest. Since
then, it showed a constant decline.

From among,my acquaintances, the family who lived best waas
the neighbors. They had 25 cadastrasl yokes of fmrm land. This

was just under the level which would make them kulaks. This
family had a girl and a son who wae married and lived with them .
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Thedr daughter was also married, but did not live in the family. They

had decent food and clothing although their standard of living as conpared
with the pre-war and during the wer level, declined at least 66 2/3 %o

They were among the first to surrender their crop, but when there was a
good crop; some of it was lo £t which they could sell on the fres market.
From this, they had a comsidersble income.

The cause of the low standard of living during the past 8 yeers yf was
complete enarchy in the eccnomic life and the elimination of private enter«

prise.

Bo My average monthly income on 1956 was 1,150 farints. About 22% of my
incomewas deducted for Trade Union fees, coppulsary govermment loans, etce
This emount included production bonuses as my true salary was only 750
forints per month. The rest was pr oduction bonuses. In other wrds, if

for some reason, coal shortage or sometechnicel difficulty, the mroduction
declined, owr salary income, &lso declined.

In the first 5 months of last year, I had a pert time job after office
hours, which gave me an extra inceme of 100 forints a month. I was a sports
instructor,

I was not married, but in my family, only my f ather worked. I did not
live w.th my parents.

My sdlary was increased by 22 forints a month in 1955. Until then, it wes
only 9L0 forints & mknth, But this wes a genekal increase in salarye

Co The commissions stores were alsc governemtn stores ad they only sold
second hand or used things.

farm
I do not lnow the Tidderences in prices onthe FA/dif merkets end the go-
vernment stores, but it is my impression that the prices were fixed by the
government and were the ont bivth mrkets.

The quality of the gocds and commodities Jhf#ddddd improved the past

two or three years, but it must not be forgotten that in 1945, we had to
start from practicelly nothing. From 19Lk to 1956, good quality goodis
were available, for instance, temtiles, but textiles, for exanple, were so
dear that very few people could afford theme That really was luxury if
somebody could afford 220 or 240 forints for a yard of clothing material.

The improvement of the quality of the goods in the past few years can be
attributed to better equipment, better organization and to a greater degree
of control on the guality of the goods. For examples wrkers were often
fined if their produchs &.¢ not mest the standard remirements.

There never was a shortage in textiles, bub from time to time, there was a
shortage ia food supplies, especisgily in fats; and meat products. Very often,
retell outlets were undble o supply cogsumers wth goods which o therwise



"_-1.—.1}'41 3 2!5:

werein sbundence. This was due to Jack of crganization. It was very diffie
cult to get standard spere parts. I don' t think there was ever any spoilage
of foode

As T said befare; from time to time theve was a Aadtidd shortege of fat,
lard, and meat productsh but such items as cocoa, tea, and tropical or cite
rus frults were unheszrd of.

Ingnerel, everything could be hadgrbut at 2 very high nrice. For such ltems,
‘there were no purchagers. ‘hat is why the display windows were always full,
but people were bl to buy goods.

I don't think there was an organized black market in Hungary. If there were
black market desls, these had to be monducted in great secrecy, mostly among
friends ar acquaintances. In L5, U5 and prcebebly the first part of L7, there
was some black marketing in food stuffs. -

I don't think thet retdll stores ever refused to sell goods unless buyers
mid a higher price. This was too risky. Black market purcheses md black
market desling were very strictly punished, from three to five years, and
even more for the merchants,

Do When it was my day off, I ususlly siept 12 howrs a day to meke up for
lost sleep on work days. Cn such dayss I never had more then s iz cor seven: -
hours of &leepo I lived within welking distance of my factory.

Yy warking time dlways depended upon what shift I vaA/dd/  was one There
were three & ifts, the day, the night # and the afternoor. When I was

on the dey shift, I started to work at 6 AM. g and wrked til 2 P.M.
There was no lunch time during this period, From 6 A.M, til 2 P.M. Ve
really had to begin work ten minutes earlier. Tem minutes before the shifity
we had to be there and take over fram the previous shifi. We received a half
hour's psy for each day as a paid lunch time, but this was over md dove our
work periods from 6 AoMe il 2 PoM.

I usuelly got up at 5 A.M. My breakfast cinsisted of a slice of bread and
some bacens I had to hurry to works. We hadto be punctusl, ctherwise, we
would be fined,

I was @le to work only as a day laborer in the power plamt getting the
dbfldd  dirtiest and the worst assigoments. My last assigoment was ¥Md
to take cere of the smell bollers which pr e~heated the water for the Jarge
boiler of the power plant. These w ebheating furnaces were beated with the
exhaust steam of the large furnacss.

This is the only kind of work Iwes able to get at the end. I would have
preferred working in the office; but I was not relisble for such wrke My
famdly background and socisl,crigin were not a good recomm ndation. When
I wvanted to get 2 job as & bookkesper, I wes told that this is an import-
ent assigament and chly politically reliable people cowld be employed for
such jebso )
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I was on good t€rms with d.1 my colleagues and fellow workers with the ex-
ception of one ar two Communists. The engineers and the experienced workers
had our respect; but not the so-called "nachalmyiks", Such pecple, we dways
wanted to avelds

From among my svperiors, there were scme with whom Iias on very goodyterms, bul
there were others whom I feared because of their Communist mewbershipe
Concerning their competence, this varies according tothe individual.

I was not cempletely satisfied with my job. I originslly wanted to contlrue
my studiess but this wes impossible and this was the best job I could find.

Some of ry co-workers ¥f¥ and superiors were really experts and skillsd
workerss but among such people there were dlways quite a number of politie-
cally relisble people who were without ay expert knowledge, whatscevero.
They were placed in such assigmments cnly to get higher pay. Thedr task
was primarily to keep watch over the bbherse.

Cood work wes praised as in Russla. The politically relisble xel workers
were picked out and praised for good work which, in redlity, they did not
perform, This was only incrder to give them bonuses and medalss etco. On

the other hand, the old workerss who were experts in their field, very often
praised @/ some one wmofficially, who did good worke

The Hungarian socialized medical service would have been good if it had
been managed by experts. As it operates today, very few people have confice
demce in the health service.

Coneerning the vacation programs, very fewpeople realigze they are being
cheated and ave getting nothing from the trade union. /¥ If you count

yowr trads union dues and the amount that you have to pay for the vacations,
you could get a veecetion for the same price without the help of the trads
unione

Concerning pensions, the clder people complain thet that they are getilng
as pensl ons was not enough to feed them. Thise eldder people who were ad-
mitted to the homes for the aged live there -in great went and miseryo

Bo In Hungary, I always lived ia the country. As a young man who would

like to get married, I would prefer to live in the city. In Hungary, the life

in the villages is so blesk and gray, dreary, that it 1s A@f virtuslly

a prison for a man with some education. After acquiring their diplamas, the young
members of the intellipentsia, slvays feared a village assigmment. According

o them, a village consists only of mud and dirt.
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Tt is hard to say who had a better diet in Commumist Hungary, the agricule
tural workers or the city workers. In my opinions there was 1o bagic differw
ence. True, that in the citiess there were more top Army officersy Party
aPficisls, and so on, who lead a better lifes; but these were not the peoplee

In my opinion, the standard of livings generally, washigher in the cihties,
Politically,; both the city and the village population had an equally Aiffi-
cult time under Communisme

In my opinion, everyone il rural Hungary was strongly opposed to collectivie
zationy but those peasants who grew up on the feyms of their paventss ob=
jected even more strongly. Some of the farm workers who had no land were in
faver of collectivization in the beginning whenthey still had nothing, but

when their lands were taken away from them, then they too cbjected. to colle
ectivizati.on,

When collectivizetion started. I was of the opinion that this was not a good
idsa, The Hungedian peasant will never peot accustomed to the idea of collective
farming, In my opinion, every form of campulsory collectl ve farming will

fail. From time to time; while still in Hungary, there was news of some
collective farms being dissolved and given back to their owmers, This was

dome probably because the collectives became bankruple

If I were an agriculturzl worker in Hungary, I would not stay on the faxm, but
would go to the city and get & job as an idustrial werker.

In my opinion, the ideal form of ferming is the collective farming based
on voluntary membership in co-operstives as in Demmark and Holland. The less
government interferes ln farming. the better.
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XI. THE POLITICAL LIFE

A, I have f 2lweys had an interest in politics, bub am not old enough to
have taken partin political activities myself. After L5; my interest in
politics, naturally, increzsed. I, too, wanted Lo know what our futare would
bee

T have never been a member of any FI#t politicel party. From among the right
wing parties, the most sympathetic to me is the &mc1l Holders Perty in the
composition as in 19uSe. At that time, the party really meamt to represent
the interests of the small holders; who in my opinion, are the back bone

of Hungaryo Regrettably, there were many Communists who infiltrated the left
w.ng of the smell holder's party andlater, assumed control.

R Nota

My #p¥ perents ore, and never have been, Periy members, but the most syme
patheticly viewed party is the amd 1 holders. The 8Social Democratic Party
has very few followers in rursl Hungary. It is confined mostly to the incum-
trial districts.

Befors 19L5. everybody watched with great comcern, the political expeansicn
of the Cormuvnist Party,

T have always considered the Commurist Party something which we must fearo
In my opimicn, the Nazi propagancda did not éver exaggerate the horross of
Communisn. Everything heppened as they predicted.

Be My opimion of the Commmist Party had not changed since 19h8,

¥y opinion of Cummunist Perty menbers is that they are blinded beasts o
enjoy shedding bloode Tt i3 trve that mny members joined in order to have
jobs and top rovide for their families.

I 1d much contact with Party merbers as Party members were everywoereo
Mot of the Communist Periy members joined not from conviction, but from
selfish interests and reasons. Secretly, they laughed &t Communism; and
614 not consider themselves Commmnists. This is true gf in the case of
about 90% of the stete and government employees, but even withih the Party
itself, sbovt 704 of the Party officials were not convinced Commmistse

The polivyd the Y ormuni. st Party was in censtant fluctuation in the past
ten years. The line of the Party policy was always determined by economic and
poltical factors. Whenthey deemed it necessarys they rade concessions and
when no longer necessary. they revoked them.
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1 was aware of the fact that there differences of opinicn within the Party
itself. This is a natursl sequence of the various tipaa of Party wfulify
members, but what differences there were among the Party kadership, I do
not know. There was no essential difference betwsen Rakosi and Imre Nagy,
only the latter was more humaneo

During the past eight or ten years, each type of Party member had his own

opinion of how the Party functioned. The Party members, by conviction,

followed the Party line blindly. They did not do so and they were branded

traitarse The Farty did not tolerste any contradiction cr private fopinioms

i[’m'e Nagy, because he tried to express his oun views, wes ousted fram the
artyo

All of the leaders of the Hungarim Communist Party were the motley pieces
of Sovieb interesto In fact, they were Soviet citizens and not Hungarien.
They hadnothing to do wlth the Hungarian nation or with Bungarian imterests.
Their conduct met with our expectations entirely.

The Commmist Perty leaders probably believe in what they arepreaching. How
else could one explaln their willingness to commit such crimes as mass
murders, etco They want world “emmunism end they do not mindhat ways and
means they use in achisveing their purpose. To them, the s of other
people have no value, .

I do not know vhat kind of people, the Commmist le 2ders are as individuals,
I have never met them, About Kruschevs I heard that he drinks muchj about
Molotovs I know that he is a sadist and likes to eat very much$ Farkes is
also a sadisto I do not think that wealth is of importance to them. Perhaps,
they have an over sized ambition. All of them are puppets. Nome of them

has individual character. For example, Rakosi hasno character, but Tito

may be a strong personality. That is why Moscow is not satisfied i -h hime
In genreal, all of the Communist lsaders suit the purpos2 of Moscowe

There must necessarily be a difference in motives of the Commun st Je ader~
ship and in the rank and £ile memberse. This follows from the fact that most of
the rank and file menbers are members only for their own interests.

If Hungary is free ,nd independent, there will be no need to ban the Communist
Party, because it will have no members.

Co There was opposition to Commimism all the timeo, This opposition was
strongest dmmediately after 1945, As the Commmists grew in porers their
oppression grew dlso and this caused a decline of the resistance. This went on
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wntil the cup was £illed to the brim, then the revolution broke outs

There were all forms of opposition in all fields of life. VWho livEd in
Hungary since 1945 and knows the situation there must know this. “here wers
all forms of opposition to Communism from grumbling sgainst the govermment
to conspiracies. This opposition was significant in as much as this kept
alive the hate against the regiem.

Tt is interesting to note ¢ that the Commumnists were really blind to ¥jif
f{¢Y vhat greet antipathy they engendereds

T did hear & out the intellectual ferment in Hungary. In the article by
Thomas Fczel, which I dready mentioned, the whole intellectual ferment e
ploded when Benjemin Laszlo published his poems. At least, that was the
opinion of the artick .

I heard sbout the Petofi circles. The Petofi circle was organized within

the DISZ because their members were bored and hed nothing to do so the DISZ
orgenized everyvhere, Petofi circles for open discussions and debates. The
first experiences with the activities of the Petofi circles indicated that
dyd their wrk jif was not satisfactory frem the point of view of the
government. Yor this reason the subjects of the debated were officially
assigned to them. The debates were on social prcblems; Marxist ideclogys etco

The first debates in the Budapest circle were conducied by Tibor Terdos and
by Thomas Eczel. They exercised strong criticism ageinst conditions in Hungary
and against the poeple in powero

I must stress the fact that Petofi circles existed everyvhere in Hungary

not only in Budapest. I read sbout this in the newspapers. I believe that the
first debate of the Petofi circle which was published in the newspapers

was the debate held by the Petofi circle in Szegedo If - remember correctly,
even the radio bracdcast this debateo This happenedy I think, ¥ in the
Spring of 1956, Or perhaps, already in Februarye Everyone knew ebout this

in Hungary at thet time.

I think just before the debates of the Petofi circle; there was some kind of
international congress in which, from mow on, dl1l the writers pledged to
write only the truth.

Before 1956, the Hungerien writers were not able to write what they wanted to
because of the Communism censorshipe Very often; they attempted to write
between the lines. And very often, what they wrote, they wrote from com-
pulsion. When the time arrived when they could write what they wanted, they
did so and the result was the revolution.
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My opinion of the writers and the intelleftudls varies accord.ng to the
individual. For examples; L have no regard whatsoever; for Peter Kuczka.

It is rediculous to ask why the intelle ctuals and writers opposed the regime.
I have already told you several times what the situation was. Evidently; the
writerswere not satisifed with Communisme. Such r epetition of queshions
irritates me.
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XII. THE APPARATUS OF POWER

Ao In general; the officers of the AVO were people who did not like to

works who liked power and who sold themselves to the regime. The non-comissioned
officers; at least a part of themy; may form an exception az Fi¢h some of

the AVO men were drafted during the course of compulsory military servise.

I did not have any persoanl contaplcts with the AVO, but my uncle was pes-
tered by them very oftrn because he happened to be a kuvlak.

I was never arrested by the AVO. I was imprisoned for four days while serve
ing in the Hungeria army because I refused to cbey my political officer. I
was almost couwrt-martielled.

I do not know personelly of any AVO officer or AVO man who wented to leave the
service and had remorses etce This probably happened. Ferhaps not so often
emong officers as among the men. Very often it happenecd that the AVO foumnd
out that the parents of the perscn concerned were not wi to enter the
collective farming or very oftens the parents of AVO men Zéfdd informed
their sons of the situation in the ‘country, giving them a true picture of
what Communism was in practice. These people very ofter would have liked

to leave the AVO and sometimes when the conduct of their parents, or their
owns indicated thet they did not like the regims, they were ousted from the
AVO by tie AVO itself, but in most cases, this happenec only to AV  persommel
coming fiom rural Hungary.

It is not an exaggeration to state that the people in Communist Hungarylived
in const ant anxiety and fear. Every honest Hungarian must hate Communism.

I myself was never an infoarmer, but evidently there were many informers.
Even the police #ffe worked on a premium basis, the more results they
achieved, the higher their pay. In my opinions the infcrmers were ## mostly
the people who sympathized with the regime. The informer system was very
wide spread.

Informe rs were everywhere. I do not know their motives; but it is quite
entirely indifferent whether they did this from convictiony; for reward, or
to accomplish blackmail,

In my opinion, it is impossible for a person to remain out of trouble just
by keeping his mouth shute, It is true that a parson who is able to keep
his mouth shut is liable to get into less trouble bt it is enough to be
temed an enemy of the people if one refuses to repeat the slogans of the
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Commumnistse

Maybe it happened that #/féf AVO officers took off their wniforms and
fought with the revolutionmists. This may have happened, but I know of no
such caseo.

If this did happen, then the motives of the AVo people were probably that
they no longer had to fear anything. Previously, many ex=Fascists entered
the AVO just to be safe, I can cite you concrete examples of-this kinde
But, of courses there may have been seme who became the.sclublon.w th
Conmuni smo disiliusioned

If Hungary becomes free and independent, I think it would be best to
conduct & strict investigation into the affairs of the AVO personnel.
Everyone should be jJudged individually for anything he did wronge I am
certain that most of their misdeeds will come to light.

In my opinion, no sharp distinction can be mde between the AVO anc the regu~
lar policeo Blue police also worked for the KDH. It is difficult to draw 2
strict line between political and non~political cases because in most non=
political mases, there wes a tendency to mix in some politics. Some of the
most rabid Communists were in charge of the Blue police. They were capable of
doing almost amything, Tou must keep in mind the example which I told you
dbout, the chief of the Mikolc police.

Some of the men on the police force were so stupid trat I had to laugh just
from looking at them. I do not know of any corrpption within the police.
It may have been 80o

I do not know what role the Blue police played in the refolution, but I
have already told you sbout their wle in the demonstrations in Mikolco
¥ Many of the simple policemen tried to dress in civilian clothes and
gave thelr arms to the revolutionists.

after Imre Nagy came to power, there was a general tendency to correct the
unjust sentences of the a ian courts.

I think that in the course of pre~war Hungary, justice was administered to
rich and poor equally. I wes too young to remember how those courts operatede.
But these courts received so much sbuse in the Communist press that just
that fact alone mekes them sympathetic to ¥ everyone.

I heard sHout the People's courts after 1945, It is my opinion thati these courts
sentenced many innocent people to ¥H¢ death or to long terms of prison unjustly.

|
I
|
Be I do not kmow much abolit courts in “ommmist Hungary, but I know that
Of course, there weresome who were criminals who deserved their fate, but

|
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the vast majority of the people sentences by these courts did not.

0t Bt e dnedine the

I myself was never in prison, but my uncle, whom IBve alrcady mentioned,

was arrested several times. He was considered a kulak and was always in trouble
because he was not sble to deliver his quole of produckd. He told me ome or two
things about his YYLEL/PAL/YNES/ATHAIS//¢0E prison lifes but he was

alweys kept in small county prisons and not in any of the large houses. He
cofiplained about sanitation and food in the prison. I do not remenber much
about the details of his prison lifeo

CoIn my opinion, the vast majority of the army including the offlcers either
sympathized with the revolution or took aciive partin the fighting. In a
certain sense, even those soldiers helped vho did not want to take part

in it. ‘hey helped by casting off their unlforms and going home.

I cannot make any distinction according to origins in the conduct of the
soldiers dwring the revolutiome It jf must be taken into consideration that it
was & custom in Hungary, not to let anyone serve in the army near to the
place where he lived. This is Stalinist strategy in practice because they do
not want soldiers to cast off their uniforms and run home at the first sign
of trouble.

There was a difference in the conduct of the enlisted men and of the officers.
because the officers, in general, were considered more relisble fram the
Party's point of view. There were very few Communi.sts among the rank and file
in the army. FUAY¢/if# There wers more emong the non-commissioned officer s,
but comparatively, nol. as many as smong the officers,

In my opinion, those soldiers and officers who came from rural Hungary, took
a more active part in the revolution. Durdng my three years of military serw
vicey I did not meet a single officer who belimged to the intelligentsia.

I served in the Hungarian army from 1950 until 1953, There wes a wide gap
between the enlisted men and the officers. lMost of the officers were peoplke
who did not want to work at home and entered the army for this reasome
Reluctant to work, and with the proper class background, they entered the

arlye

In generaly life in the army was not a pleasant one. Food was bad &d not
enoughe There was too much ideology traininge. Discipline was very poere

The conduct of the officers toward the emlisted men cammot be generalized.
It always depended upon the individuale. Not much can be said abbut the compe=
tence of the officears or the non-commissioned officers. This was not important,
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but to what extent they were sadists and how much ambition they had, was.

There was a difference between those officers and non-commissioned officers
who were and who were not members of the Farty. Although I think there were
very few who were not. There is also a diffarence in the conduct of those who
lived under better conditions previously and who were more intelligent.

In my op@nion, Party members and Party candidates received better treatment
in the armye.

Concerning ‘the political :Lndoctri%ation in the army, I wish to quote the words
of ex-Minister Farkas., He said, "‘he army is the largest Party school."

The army had the necessary means to force its ideology on anybody. end everybody.
Training and military knowledge were secondargly importent. Everyome took this
political indoctrination in the army. We did everything possible to skip
classes. The result of this was general dissatisfaftion. Very oftens the
soldiers would grumble against political indoctrination classes. Sometimes

the opposition even led to blank refusal to carry out commands. And, in

general, the discipline in the army was very lowe

Do It is true that the participation of Russia in the 1848 Hungerian Revol=
ution was not forgotten in Humgary and was also a source of resentment aganst
the Soviet Union. of today. But the primary cause of the unpopularity of

the Russian army in Hungary was thelr conduct in Hungary during the 19Lle
1915 occupation of Hungary.

I've already told you what the people expected of the Fussian army before

it came in and none of them were mistaken. The general impression about the

Russiahs and the Russiam army has not changed since 1915. Nobody in a2 Russian
viuﬁ.fom gan be populer cr sympathetic in Hungary. The uniform itself is so
cathsome.

My attitude and that of my friends changed since 19L5. Since the revolution,
we hate them even more than beforee

The conduct of the Russiaf troops which were stabioned in Hungary, before ths
revolution was essentially different than their comduct in 1945, At that time,
they were ¥ allowed to do everythings to commit murders; to rob or to rape,
but now they had instructions to act £f as civilized Duropeans. Ther were

not allowed to mingle wiph civilians and there were no fintendships between
civilians and Kussians. ‘he last months before the revolution, some of the
Russians, men and officers, could act surprisingly normally. By this, I mean
they had accepteble manners and were almost European.
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I personally had no contacts with Russians, neigher during the war or before
the revolution.

In my opinion, courtship and marriage between Hygsians and Hungerians wes
quite out of the question. There may have been some talk of marriages or
courtship in 1945, or 19L6.

The Russian officers could be seen more often than the men who wers mostly
confined to their barracks. I do not know of any cases of friendship ar
social contact between Hungarians and Russian officers. Probsbly, same of
them may have been on good texrms with Hungarian Vormunists. They must have
had very strict non-fraternization orders. :

I do not know enything of the views of the “ussian officers or men. on
petfiotiam, Russia, Hungery or the Hungarian peoplee FYey/¥dd/,

K ALEEbdd) A/ NG ATHATA T thoy had optmicns wich dutfered fram
the official Party line, I do not think they were able ¥ or dared express them.
Concerning Hungsriens, they called everyone Tovarich, but what their true
opinions of Hungarians were; I do not know.

I can give you no first hand account of the conduct of the Russians during
the revolution, but J7/5{f¢f what I know of them is only based on hearsay.
But it is certain that they have always been ard will remain our foes. Now
they have again shown their true selves. to us.

No rumors to the effect that officers, Russian officers, also joined the
revolution. There may heve been some soldiers who did, but I do not know

of any difference in the conduct of the Russians according to their rank or
2geo It is true that the first Russians, the ones who were in Hungary at

the time of the outbreak of the October revolution, were Europeans in appear-
ence and acted better. The second batch of Russians appeared to be Asiatics.

I do not, know of anmy cases myself where Soviet soldiers helped Hungarians.

Or where Soviet soldiers refused to abey thelr sueriorss deserted or fought
against the AVO or asgainst each other. I have already told you what I, myself,
experienced: the two Russians who were guarded so closely st the s
railway stetion. I believe that they were deserters.

Eo In generaly the bureaucrats and government and Party officials were
always overvhelmed by their own sense of importance. Thay spoke with everyone
vsing a very haughty attitude. Thgy m de everyone feel that the Party is
behind them. '

I had very little contact with trade unioncfficials. Thgy were of no great
importance, mostly they were puppets who did only what the Party told them.
Among the trade inion officials,; I knew of only one man, a trede union trustee
who was an engineer in our power plant. He was a very nice man and altruistic.
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who always was concerned y¥#¥ with the welfare of the others.

The ex-Party secretery of our power plant worked beside me, but I do not know
very much about him. He was deposed gf because he, allegedly, did not work
enough. to satisfy the Perty. I have already told you how worried he was when
the revolution broke out and how hard he tried to make himself apper as a
decent man, but on the other hand, he threatened retaliations against those
workers who tore down the red star above the entrance of the nower plant.

In general, the Farty secretary was alweys a person who ruthle ssly followed
the Party line and carried out his instructions to the Mtter. This was in
his own interest. He received very good py from the Party and he can thank
the Party for his present étandard of living.

At every place where I wrked, I was alwgr s in difficulty with the Party
secretaries. They ¥g#ddd/d¢ pushed me around giving me the wrst assignments
they could possibly think of. I never lasted more then four or five months

in one place. This was because of my background and class origin. My

reports even objected to the fact that I am of a2 contemplative natupe. ow O
no Party secretary or government official who opposed the Partyline in the
interest of the people. The trade union trustee whom I mentioned was the only
person who was interested in the welfare of his fellow workers.

.‘/J
v

opinion of the #A/¢4¥Y¢d Camunist so-called self-criticism is a very
poor one. Only the ctiricism of those persons is accepted who are
Cammunists and if they exercise criticism in connection with thelr work
they are placed on a black list and the criticism of a person on a blkck
list is not worth anything.

Fo In my opinion, & Party membership cerd meant A/#¥dfy/dédY thegreatest
pull in Communist Hungary. The circumvention of gevermment regulations and
lawe was vary dangerous. I do not know about corruption in government ar
in the Party, but probably there was.

Those people who only pretended to be Communists sometimes helped a person,
but I had bad luck$ I never encountered such & mn.

Gs In general, it cannot be sald of the Party and govermment officials
that they are intelligent or that they are smart. I think that theyr word
crafty would suit them and descrive them better. ‘he stendard by which they
were measured was how well they could trick #d/Shfiy the peoples

This al o applies to the AVO officers.
Concerning the army officers, military knowkedge was of secondary importance

because they were not independent commanders at all. Each commander had be=
side him an expert, a2 Russian. The Lussisan experts are reeded in the Hungarian
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army because the officers themselves are not wrth much.

My opinion of the Russian officers is based on their rola in World War II.
Then it was evident that they are not geniuses or the strategists that they
are now said to bee.

Concerning the bureaucfats, my opinion of them is that they la ck competence
and are very badly trained. Most of thep{/¥ new bureaucrats Hﬂﬁ/ﬂhﬂ?e
attendsd only short traning courses and Y{¢¥ their entire qualification
is based upon such courses.
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XIII. ASSESSMENT OF FUTURE PROSPECTS FOR HUNGARY

Ao In my opinion, the situation in Hungary depends entirely on the course
of international politics. It will depend mostly on what kind of pressure the
UNO and the Western nations can bring to bear upon the Russians and thelr
satellites, What if the UN continues to act as it did up til now. I do not
think there is much hope for a changeo

I sincerely hope that Kadar will not follow entirely the old Rakosl line.
He will stop somewhere between Stédinism and Titoism. Without sid from the
West and as long as Russian soldiers are stetioned in Hungary, Hungary will
remain Communist.

The conduct of the West during and after the revolution was a source of great
disappointment to even the most revolutionary elements. The West did not

help at all except by giving medical suppliess food supplies to the Wfffggds
refugees and to Hungary and by accepting them as immigrents. Only a joint
over-all action primarily agsinst the Sokiet Union can save Hungary. Isolated
and alone, Hungary by itself can do nothing especially when it gets no
assistance.

From reperts I read in Hungary sbout conditions in Pcland, I do not have a
complete picture of the situation there. Nevertheless, if it were a cholce,
I think that a Polish revolution would be the lesser of two evils.

I suspect that some kind of a revolutionary ourbreak can be expected for

Merch 15, The Hungarisn national holiday, the amnniversary of the 1848 revole
utions, but I do not think that a new revolution, the kind that can be expected;
can bring any results. It will result only in a lot of blood-shed. and will
provoke a new wave of terror on thepart of the government. The Western warld
should do samething to help.

T think a war between the USSR and the United States is very probsble . I do not
desire, but I fear it is unavoidsble » Everybody is more or less afraid of the
hydrogen bemb and its effects. The later it takes place, the more dangerous

it will probably be. It is very hard to predict when £ such a war ¥ will
break out, but I think it cannot be aveided, I have very little hope that the
Russien students W 11 cause a revolution of their own ai home. I think it
would have been much wiser to stage & war galnst the Soviet Union at the time
when, according to General MacArthur, the Soviet Union still did not have the
hydrogen bomb,

I think that Rusel an fareign poddcy is very risky, but theyare willing to take
risks. They probzbly know how far they can go. I think that pressure from the
Western world, either through the UN or otherwise, would have very little effect.
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They are able to trick and out-wit everyone.

I have jeard very little sbout internal strife in the Soviet leadership and
I do not expect a change in the Soviet Union itself. The terror is too greate

B. During the past 8 years, the future X outlook for Hungary seemed very
dark and gloomye Withthe increase of dictatorship and oppression, there was
not much chance of expecting amy change. Howsver, we always hoped that the UN
would do something. This was not only my opinin, but also the opinion, of
otherse.

In 1952, the Szabad Nep printed a full account of Eisenhower's speech. }{ Ve
attached much hope to it and also to the meeting in Bermuda.

The hopes of a person always depended on the mood he was in, but, in genmeral,
the hores showed a declining tendency in time.

Co One does not like to think about such things as 2 hydrogen bomb, #f
but one can never know in advance what the hydrogen bobnm is really like.
Tt must be terrible, It would be a good idea to impress upon the Kussian
people that time is runming short.
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XIV. SOCIAL AND POLITICAL AND ECONUMIC IDEOLOGY

A (Note: This question was not asked of respondent as, in my copy, it
was earmarked to be left oute)

Be Concerning the future economy of sn independent Hungary, I think it would be
ideal to restore free enterprise. Co-operatives could exist, but only on

the basl s of voluntary membership, Economic life should not be regulatdd by the
government. The further expansion of heavy industry should cease. 'he main
emphasis should be placed on agriculture.

Allegedly, our uranium deposits are vaste. For uranium, we coukd get any= -
thing that we wanted. In my opinion, the ¢¢ econamic disaster of Hune

gery was caused by the forced expansion of the heavy industry. The industridl -
ization of Hungary should proceed only so far as the exlsting resources permite.

If the Communist regime were overthrown, ih my cpinion, the large entere
prises such as coal mines; iron and steel works, banks, etc. should remain
in the hands of the govermment, The small enterprises should be restored %o
mivate owners, It would be necessary to grant government support to the

8 mall industry and to the small trade.

In an independent Hungary, the present goverhment farms and farm co-operatives
should be divided among the peasants. I do not think there should be a max-
imum 1imit set to the amount of land that any one person or family my owne
In = independent Hungary, private ownership should be fully restorsd and
recognized with no restrictions.

My answer to your question concerning the choice between a totalitarian
government insuring a fair standard of living and a free government insuring
political freedom, but unable to provide work is the following: neither
alternative is acceptable, but if there is freedom, then one should be able
to make a living. On the other hand, if there is a dictetorship, then life
isn't worth living.

In an independent Hungary, it would not be necessary to out~law ‘the Communist
Partyo As soon as the Soviiet Bolshevist threat had ceased; the Communist
Party in Hungary will have no members.

Co Concerning the ideal political position for Hungary, it is my opinion,
that, long as Russian “ommunism is not finally liquidated, Hungary should
not remain neutral. Hungary should have a military alliance with the
West, the same as Western Germany. Hungary's relations with the Soviet Union
should be the same as that of the Western netions. This applies &lso to the
other Conmunist governments of Eastern Eurom , but it is my opinion, that if
by some miracle, Hungary became independent, the other satellite countries of
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Eastern Europe would elso over-throw Communmism.

Close cultural, economic and militery ties with the United “tates and the other
Western countries would be very desirable for Hungary.

There has been talkk of a federation of Danubian states f or over a hundred
years. Kossuth made public a plan for such a federation over a hundred years
ago. Recently, there had been again talk about such a federation, but how it
was plamned, I do not know exactlye. I think that the Soviets want to accamplish
such a federation, but it would be a Communist one.

Higddr However, if a federation of free Danubian countries could be formed,
econamically, it would be 2 sound unite. It wuld be also of military
importance against the Soviet Ynion.

I would include all countries which want to join, as long as lussia is not
init.

In Hungary, the opinions of people on this question are varied, but I think
that most people share my views.

I do not consider Hungary's §fdf present boundaries acceptable. I should like
to see dll the territories re~annexed to Hungary which had been taken awsy from
her after World War I. I think that some intermational body or an internaional
conference should attempt to seek a just solution to this question, something
like in the Saar district. lhe minority in the neighbor countries should de=
cide whether they want to stay ok be re~ammexed to Hungery, but the forced
re-settlement and re-patriation of Hungerians, especially from Slovakia, should
also be teken into consideration.

This whole question is of considersble importance.
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XVo THE FORMATION OF PUBLIC YOPINION

Ao Vhile in Yungary, I heard sbout Kruschev's speech et the 20th Party
Congress, but I know very little about it. I know about it from the foreign
radio broadcasts. The reports and speeches of the Congress were publiished
and I, too, had to buy a paper=backed copy of ity but 1 do not know what
was in the peport. Nobody ever read such things.

I read about Senator McCarthy and the House unAmericar Acitivities Committee
in the Hungarien papers. He was the men who hated most the Bolshevists. He
opposed thepolicy of appeasement and demanded the immeciate liquidation of
Communism. He must be a very active and brave man.

I do not know much ébout Peron. I know that he was a dictator in South
America, Probably in Argentina. I heard &out him only in the Hungarim radio
and press.

Ve did not know much sbout Rakosi's private life. I know that he was in con=
stant fear of his life and was always very closely guerded. lhey say that
Rakosl was afraif of apparing in public, for example, to deliver a speech
and it took him a considerable effort to conquer this fear.

Be Before the war, my father ‘subseribed to the Pesti Hirlab. During the war,
he also subscribed to the Magyar { Elet. After the war, my father subscribed
to the Igazsaz Kis Ujseg. Later, he also ran the Szabad Fold and at the end
when it was compulsory, he also subseribed to the Szabed Nep.

I myeelf in the first years after the war, bought ay newspaper, but no
Commumist peper. lLater, I too, was compelled to subscribe to the Szabad Nep.

Concerning books and novels, during the ten years of Vommunism, I did not
read more Communist books then you can count on one hand, but I was compelled
to read these.

In general, reople read more after the ware Ilm-t. Mg was the cheapest
past=time available. :

I knew many people who had the patience to read the translated Russian

novels. hey were published in large numbers and could be obtaned very cheap.
After five or six Russians translated books, you could get one or two Hungarian
books, classics.

The bourgeois books of the Horti regime were thrown out from the Hungaria
libraries, but mmy people had such books af home &l though it was not advisable
to be seen owning such a booke Frem such signs, the Cammmists were inclined
to draw their own conclusionse
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At ome time, L wgs in charge of the library in the Mgj¥ hame for young

workers. The library had about 1,200 books. Of these, 300 volumes were strictly |
on political subjects. About half of the remaining 900 books were nevels |
by foreign writers. ‘he great majority of these writers were Hussian or Soviet |
writers. The rest were Bohemieans, Poles, ‘“umanians, etc. In 1956, sgme plays |
by Shakespeare were published. Until then, you could not get theg. There

were very few Western books, most of them were WEstern classicse

The same probably applies to all school libraries.

I think that the peagants read more than before. They read anything they could
put th%ir hands on. “he reading habits of the intelligeatsia did not change.
much. “hey read the novels and books published in the previous regime which
they could get from one anothers

I never trusted the Hungarian Communist newspapers campletely. I kmew that
they were the mouth~pieces of the Hungarien Communist Party, but I was always
interested in what could be read in between the lines and what conclusions
could be drawn from the articles published ih the newspapers.

I had a radio only since February, 1956.

Statistics and articles on industrial development did not interest me much.
The figures quoted there were alweys in per centages. That was a precaution
because the Communists said that the enemies are alsorcading our newspaperse

Neither I nor my friends read periodicals or books published in Fussisn a in
other iron-curtain country languages. Such publications were obtainkble at the
stands of the government news company., This also refers to Yugoslav publications.
Western publications were not obtainable and I know notning about illegal pube
lications published in the West.

I once saw an illegal leaflet dropped probebly by plane or balloen #A An
industrial apprentice showed it to me. Regrettebly, it was written in Bohemian
and L could not under stand it.

I heard that many such leaflets were being dropped by balloon and planes,
but I did not see any personally. I do not know anything @ out other illegal
publications or illegal books.

Co We always discussed politics among friends, at home and among persons
of the same mentality as we were. le alwz.ws exchanged the news that we heard.

The foreign radio broadcasts, that is the Huhgarian broedcasts of the foreign
radio were the most reliable source of information. We elways discussed among
ourselves what each one of us had heard. The informatior we received by word of
mouth from friends was deemed reliable, I, too, passed cn information and news
that I heard, but always with caution and only to persons whom I felt I could
trusto



3=M s2/

Do Ve had to be very careful when disucssing peclitics for exchanging news.

Ve alwgys looked around to see if anyone suspicious was around. Ve never talked
gbout news or politics over the telephone; because everyone knew that the
telephone conversations were being taped. Ve developed & certd n sixth sense,
PAY by which we could tell whom we could trust and whom we could not.

Fo I saw very many films, but did not have the opportunity to go often to the
theatre. Theatre tickets were more expensive. I saw plays, perhaps once every
six months or once in a year.

The two films which I liked most were a British film, "The Cruel Sea" and
a French fidm of the life of Bernadetis.

It is very difficult to say which plays I liked best, even the Hungarian
national plays were full of propaganda and what was not good forthe regime
was censored from the plays. During the past ten years, I was not more than
8 or 10 times in a theatre.
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XVI. EVENTS OUTSIDE HUNGARY

Ao It would be excellent if a political change would take place inside Russia,
but I do not believe that one wi.ll. Russia has had a strong and cruel dictatore
ship and oppression #fhgf for LO years. There was some news of unrest in Russia,
but this I consider insignificant. On the other hand I do not Enow how much news
leaks into Russia from the West.

I do not know enything & out the liberization in Russie. At one #¥£ time, the
regime did make certzin moncessions, but ¥{ff¥ these were withdrawn. Kruschev's
policy of appeasement wanted to remedy only the so-called "extremes" of the
Stalin regime, but now they are going back to the old S}alin line.

In my opinions a revclution in Kussia is very unlikely.

If free elections were held in Russia and the Russian reople really believed
that they had nothing to fear, the result, in my opinion, would be very sur—
prising. It wuld mee the end of Bolshevismand it would never return. However,
I do not think that in such a case, aright~wing government would be formed in
Russl ao Probably, their government would be sonething like the Soeial-Demo-
crat government of England at one time. This would be because the Kussians have
become used to the idea of the leadership of the industrial Fff¥é#¥g workers
in politics.

The top leaders of the Kussian Communist Party are probably the type of people
whom the Communists deem as ideal.

Very likely, there mey be a difference between the Hungarien and theSoviet
Communist leaders. The Hungatians do not have as much experience as the Rusd. an
Communist ke aders have. They are blackguarcds and are even more ruthless than
their Soviet masters. The rank and file, however, of the Coammunist Party con-
sists of the same types of people in Hungery as in the Soviet Union or anywhere
else where Commumnism exists.

Friendly relations could exist between Hungary and Russia, only when and if
Communism is entirely wiped out and both nations are free.

B. Among the countries listed, Poland and Eastern Germany are the most sym-
pathetic in Hungary. There is not much difference among the other three. How=
ever, it must be admitted that economically, Czechoslovakia is far more devel-
oped than the other two.

If free elections were held in the Iron Curtain countries; it would result
unquestionably in the defeat of Communism.
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In my opinion, the standard gf living is highesl in Czechoslovakia and
Hungary or Eastern Germay. he standard of liviing is the lowest in Rumenia and
Bulgaria. !

Co While still in Hungerys I was informed of the situetion in Poland thru the
Hungarian s and the foreign radio broadcasts. It seemed to me that the
CGomulka A government in Poland is not as red as the previous govern-
ments wereo

What the future outlooks are for the Gomulka gowernment are, I think Gomulka
himself, does not knowe. Comulka must be an interesting person and no doubt,

he did make concessions. Whether he can befgylf compared with Imre Nagy, or not,
T do not know. I think, had he been in the same position as Imre Nagy, he would
have acted likewises

I think that Gomulka's future is very uncertain. As long as he follows the
nationalimhe will be popular ih Polad. Shouvid he try to turn back to
the old P sathen he will lose his popularity.

I do not think there was any freedom of expression in Poland before Gomulka.
I do not ¥¥ think there is such freedom even today.

We heard sbout the Poznan trialyin Hungary. The Hungariam g newspapers wrote
dout it and we #YY also heard a out them in the foreign broadcasts. The gist
of the Pogman trial was that the workers in Ppland took up arms in thélr em-
bitterment against the consitions in Poland. "his riot was squashed by Moscow
methods. Lhe leaders and the participants in the riots were sentmnced by the
courts. Probably most of them got life in prison or long terms. It is &lso poss-
ible that the le aders of this riot were hanged. Ve heard thgt many workers

had been arrested in Poland and hanged.

Now after the revolution, it seems that a Polish ~like #f solution would
have been a better one. Several hundred thousnad Hungariams, the most vd uable
ones, had to leeve the country. Many tens of thousands of even more valuablk
patriots, had to die in the revolution. How many Hungai:ians will beccme the
victims of retaliaticns and revenge, it is hard to sgy. And it is very rightly
that ¥#f meny thousends of Hungarians will be deported to Siberien and China.

Teking a1l these facts into consideration, and probebly now after the revolution
one ccn say that the Polish sclution would have been a better one. But the de~
cisions had to be made in the first days of the revoluiion and at that time,

our way seemed to be the better onee.

D. In my opinion, Yugoslavia and Tito do have influence on Eastern “urope.
I am uneble to form a definite opinion about the Marshel Tito. He must be a
talented men. Natiocanl Communism, I think, is much better then the Russian
form of “ommunism. “hould Hungary become free end independent, it would be
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easier and better to maintain close relations with Tito, then with the
Soviet Union.

In general, there is a different view on Tito in the satsllibe countries than in -
the “oviet Union.

In the satellite countries, people gre inclined to regard Tito and his brand

of national Communism as the ideal which is the most that can be accomplished
under the present Soviet oppression. “his would be a great achievement compared
with what was and what is now 11n the sat 1lite countries.

in the Soviet Union, they look upon Tito with concern. They regard himas a
threat to Stalinistic “ommunism.

Tito may be a brave man or he msy be m imposter or a mixture of both. It seems
that he is not certain about his position. When he saw taat the Hungarian re-~
volution may threaten his own position inside Yugoslavia, he turned against us.

Tito, in a certain sense, is popular in Yugoslavia today. He has aoquired for
Yugoslavia a certain degree of independence and better economic conditions.
He does not show a tendency to return to the Stalinst line, but I think, that
the Yugoslavs consider Tito only as a temporary solution, i'hey are robdly
satisfied with the economic aid which Tito acquired for his country from the
Westo This, naturelly, m ens better living conditions in Yugoslavia.

E. Mao Chi Tung and his Communist leaders were tra ned in the “oviet Unione.

/i They were sent home to undermine the Chiung Kai Chek government and
to win control over “hina. At that time, China was weakensd by the Ghina=Jap-
anese var. The Conmunists leaders got, from Moscow, dll the military and econamic
aid that they needed to overthrow Chiang Kai Chek.

There is some talk about China being more independent than the other Soviet
satellites, but I do not know whether this is true. For example, Chou En Lei

was not permitted to show even as much sympathy as Tito did for the Hungarian re-
volutione.

Probably, the “hinese Uommunist leaders, s the Communist leaders everyuhere,
would like to acquire independence to a certain extent. This would me = greater
popularity for them at homeo

I think that India mis-trusts Britain and the other Western countries. This con
be attributed to historiec reasons.

The situation in Egypt and the Sue; Zone is a complex one. Many events have taken
place there during the past 6 years.
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‘I think that the re-invasion of Suez did have an effect on the
Hunga tian revolution. The Western countries were more concerned
with the Near East oil than with Hungary.

F. Since the end of World War II, Western Germnay has undergone a
greqt economic development. I think that the Western German stand-
ard of living is one of the highest in Europe today. It probably is
as good as the standard of }iving in Denmark or Holland or any of
the other countries.

There are Social-Democrats in Western German. Kd€ Olenaver is their
leader, He leads the oppostion, It is a strong party and has great
influence on the government. Theye may be diferences between the
Social=Democrats and the govemment concerning domestic policy, but
#Hg41 their stand on foreign events and foreign policy 1s the same.

I do not think that in the hear future, Western Germany will start
another war unless it will be a war against the oviet Untion, but
tiis may cause the outbraak of the third world waf, I think that
Germany will be the first one to strike out at the Hussians.

The answer to the wuestion on iWest Germany re-armament is "Yes" and
"No". fﬁﬁ/ﬁdﬁiﬁﬁﬁﬁ;/ﬁfyfﬂﬁyﬁﬂfﬁ The re-armament of German troops

for NATO has always been delayed., Talks among the Western allies
concerning the re-armament have been going on for the past two or three
years, But under the influence of the Hungarian events, Adenauer

and his government have realized that the re-armamnet of Wes¥ germany
cannot be postponed any }onger. What happned in the quwstion of re-
armament since that time, I do not know,

I do not think that the West German army is better than the British
army. The Germans are probaly better soldiers than the French, but
the French have incresed their armed forces because of the troubles
in the colonies

I think that the length of military service in Germany is about
one and a half or two years. I remember that the Szabad Nep complained
that that military service was being increased from one year to more.,

I think that the Gemman ocupation, as compared to the Russian
occupation of Hungary, was the lesser of two evils. The Germans
did not cuase so much damage as the Russians did, They were well
disciplined. The bridges that were bombed by the Germans can be re-
buklt, but the conduct of the Rassian troops in Hungary in 1945

will be something that wi :
From RO, g will be remembered even in a thousand years

G/ 1 do not know much about the British Labor Party, I know that
iﬁt%ei;s gu;ggeﬁoi ;s ﬂp Gaitskill and he is now its leader. I know

a e Britis abor Party is not Comminst. It can be -
as a Social=Democratic party. ’ FAEEEAERE mes



I think that the stabdard of living is highest in Great Britain,
After that vomes Western Germany, then Italy, Greece, Egypt and

the Soviet Union, It is difficult to differentiate between Egypt
and the Soviet Union. Social and economic conditions are different.
Nevertheless, I would prefer to live in Cairo than in the Soviet
Union, in Moscow, However, I do think that there is not much diff=~
erence between Nasser, Gero, Gomulka or Titad.

H. What impressed me most on my arrival in the United States was
the high standard of living.

The US government had taken mere cognizance of the events in Hun=-
gary, but compared to its 4§ international prestige as a great power
it has done comparatively very little. I think that events in Hungary
took the US government entirely unaware., Or perhaps, the government
consodered the Suez iﬁd§§§§d 4 events even more impoitant. Both
these crises gX/XKE/XRL £/4 bore the threat of an atomic war,
but the sooner Communism is liquidated, the better. In the case of
Hungary, the US should not have hesitated, It should have taken such
a firm stand as it is now taking in the MiAdY€ East. problems.

near
It is interesting that the US is willing to curb Soviet expansion
in the near-iast, but it was not willing to do so in Hungary. If
the American government wants to wait for Communism to collapse by
itself, US aid to Hungary to establish its independence would have
helped to weaken the Soviet structure.

I think that the US shoiild continue to give economic aid and relief
to the satellite countries of castern curope. Whether the US should
maintain diplomatic relations with the Kadar regime, I do not kMnow,
but even if it severes diplomatic relations with Hungary, it should
continue relief work for the Hungarian people,

“ince my stay in the US, my opinion on American foreign policy has
changed., I have noticed a series of blunders %ommitted by State
Secretary Dulles. America does not want war. *his is something that
the Soviets are glad to hear. If America really does not 3want war,
it would be much better polivy not to make its intentions Eyblicg
During the cold war, the RussZans behaved themselwves much better
than they do now because they feared the West.,

Yes, I do think that people in Hungary would like to see Western
visitors and especially visitors from the US. Every family would

be glad to accomodate A4 two or three American soldiers. There is
not much need for A trade union and newspaper officials to go there.
But, as long as the present conditions in Hungary continue, there
will not be much chance of Western visitors coming into the country.
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Hungary refused to let even the UNO observers come into the country.

Yes, I think that the people in Hungary would like to receive books
and publications from the West, but there is not much chanse of
supplying them with these. Just before the revolution, negotiations
were going on between the American film companies and the Hungarian
government to let in more American films, but as I understahd; these
discussions lead to no result.

AS THERE IS NO CHANC). OF Western visitors going into Hungary, the
question concerning exiles and information to visitors is of no
practical value.

The purpose of the-Marshall plan and Marshall Plan Aid was to
curb expansion of Communism, It is something that everyone knows
mainly Communism €hrives in poverty.

The US got involved in the Korean ‘ar because the Russians wanted to
occupy strategicly important positions on the Pacific coast and also
the same kind of "war of liberation" could be expected at that

time in Korea as the ones in China and Vietnam. But in my opinicn,
the situation in Hungary during the revolution was just as important
as the situation in Korea at that time.

I. During my stay in New York, I had the opportunity to¥ see

several bums and people who were ill-clad. These people were probably
the cause of their own plight. As I see the situation here in New
York and in the US, everyone who wants to, can get Bhead. I was

very surprised to see that the samll families live in virtual lux-
ury.

I do no think there is a very great difference between the standard
of living of the middle class and of the rich people. Probably the
rich spend more for amusement and for recreation.

I realize that the trade unions in the US are very powerful. They
are able to do much for their members. “ollective bargaining has
undoubtddly great advantages., A My opinion of bhhe American trade
Unions is the same today as it was in Hungary, '

I think that the members of the trade unions are in great majority
not “ommunists. But we have heard that the Communists are inclined

to infiltrate such key positions as trade union posts. In my opinion,
it is not necessary to curb the power of the trade unions,

There was much more talk about American gangsters in the Hungarian
newspapers than there is here,
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I do not know how American universities and schools of higher edu -
cation compare to their kind in Edrope. I have heard that European
schools were better, but I hope to be able to find out for myself.

As I see it, Americans do have much spawre time. They enjoy themselves
on Saturday and rest on Sunday.

3o *he prestige of the UN is rapidly declining, This is evident now
in the Suez crisis., It is the US govemnment and not the UN that is
making order in the near=-tast,

During the Hungarian revolution, the UN organization acted too slow-
ly and it had too much red tape to untahgle., The UN will have an
opportunity to do something for Hungary after the Hungarian fact~
finding committed hands in its report. But hhis is something which
is going very slowly. It will require about two or three months, 1£/
In that time, the Hungarian revolutjon will be completely forgotien.
And the whole thing wgll go stale, “his is something which the
Russians know and rely upon,



3=M 60/

XVII. KNOWLEDGE OF AND ATTITUDES TOWARDS SELECTBED PERSONALITILS

A, It is very difficult to say who, today, is the greatest living
Hungarian. #robably, Cardinal Mindsehty.

B, I cannot form a definite opinion of Imre Nagy. Ihere are so many
contradictory things being siad about him/

Cardinal Mindsenty is one of the greatest figures in the history of=
the church and of the country. He has great moral prestige. Howmuch
of a politician he is, I do not know,

Laszlo Richt, he has been hanged and he deserved it. Erno Gero, I
hope that I can say this, too, about Gero in the near future., He is
ndt one bit different than Richt. or Rakosi.

Janos Kadar is the same ds the other Communist leaders, only his name
is different,

President Eisenhower is one of the greatest figures in workd poli-
tics today. Everzone attachs much hope to his decisions. For myself,
I hope that he will hope the same courage against Communism as he
showed against the Nazis in the Vorld War.

Hammerschield is an excellent official of the UN.

I had much more regard for State Sexretary Dulles at home than I
do here. The way the Buez crisis had been conducted is not another
advantage to him,

Prime Minister Eden was a capable successor to Churchill. I think
British foreign policy is much better than that of the US, It was a
pity to make iEden resign.

President Truman, during his administration, missed all the chances
of curbing Communism. Here in the US, the leading politicians are
inclined to think only about prosperity during their terms in office.
they do not think much about the future.

Mikoyan is a great contrast to the previous question. He has his
Communist merits and is reliable from the communist point of view.

I think that Nehru is a very cautious poditician, but he is too
gullible as far as Communbts are concerned. Maybe one day, he will

realize his mistakes.
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Gemeral Chiang Kai Chek is maintaining a firm stand on formesa. If
he gets a chance and assistance, he will be able to maintain order
in entire China, The general opinioh on Farenz Nady at home was
that he was too afraid to take a firm stand against the Russians,

President Roosevelt restored prosperity to the US, but he committed
very many blunders in his foreign polkcy. =

Chancellor Adenauer is one of the greatest politicians of today. ‘
|

what is the use of asking my opinion about Stalin when I expressed
my views on him many times before?

Malenkov is a worhty pupil of Stalin.
General Franco is a nice guy.

Peron is the leader of the left-wing of the British Labor Party.
I think Be has been ousted from the Party.

I do not know much about Kruschev as a person., [ heard that he
drinks too much,

We have already discussed Marshall Tito.

I do not know exactly in which South American country, Peron was the
dictator.

Molotov is the loudest mouth-piece of the Stalinist policy.
Olenauver is a true convinced Social=Yemocrat.

Churchill is one of the greatest persons living today.
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XVIII, ATTITUDES TOWARD EXILES AND EXILE ACTIVITIES

A, After the revolution, the first ones to leave were the people
who had reason to fear revenge and retaliation by the Communists,
Many people came because of the economic conditions in Hungary.
After the revolution, life in Hungary seemed even more hopeless
than after 1945,

A small per centaie of the refugees was motivated by a desire for
adventure. “Yommunist propaganda did much harm in this way.

Those who stayed did so because they were unwilling to undertake and
risk the uncertainty of starting life anew. Many £p¢ people wdre
unwilling to part with their few pssessions. A person who owned a
small house or a few acres of land would most certainly remain
unless he feared retaliation.

Almost all the people who had enough opportunity attempted to do so.
It must not be forgotten that very many people tried to get out of
the country, but were unable to dof &% s0 and returned.

The people in Hunbary are probably glad to_know that those who lefg
the country are now safe from Communists. *hey realize that the
refugees will be able to start a much better life than they had in
Hungary.=

The very fact that the frontiers are open and everyone can go out of
the country if he wishs to do so would mean that the situation

at home has changed entirely and there is no need to leave the
country,

In Hungary, I have heard only about the natioanl Hungarian council,

It was formed by Hungarian politicians who had escaped from Hungary

before the revolution. The head of the council is Father Bela Varga.
The purpose of the council is to inform the foreign governments and

foreign public opinion about events in Hungary,

I had heard about the American~Hungarian Federation only after my
arrival here in the US,

I have not heard anything about the other organizations listed.
N either here not at homw,

Father Bela Varga was one of the leaders of X¥ the Hungarian small
holders party, before the Communists took it over. He is very sym~
pathetic. I think that he is popular also, at home.
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Ferenc Nady is Prime Minister of Hungary in 1947. He came away at
that time. I haved alrea y mentioned him,

Dr.Tibor ckhard was atﬁrominent politician atX home, I heardA much
about him from my brother who is five years older than i am. My
brother talked very highly of Mr, Ekhard, i have heard the name
of Pewedd Auer before, but I do not know who he is.

Paul
I do not know who Imre Kovacs is.

I saw Mr. Imre Salid at onefof the UNO meetings, but i never heard
of him before.

Qharlaghggxg;ﬂis a Social-Democratic leader who was very often
denounced as a traitor, by the Communists,
I have never heard the name of Laszlo Tolfinger, KB4{

MXXgZ  Miklos Kale was the Prime Minister o§ Hungary until
the Germans moved in. *hey wanted to arrest him, but he fled to the
Turkish Embassy.

Szoltan Pipar was one of the last Party leaders who could exist
in Hungary. He had to escape. We had much hope when his Party was
in action,

Istvan Baronkovics was the leader of the Catholic Party. He was
much against Communism.,

Father Kusze Horvat, I do not know, i never heard his name
before,

Neither have I heard of Bela Favian, General Szako, or Ferenc
Farkas.,

Otto Hapsburg is the pretender to the Austro-Hungarian throne. He
is anti-Communist, of course.

I would like to write my parents at home that Admiral Horty has
died. They would be interested in hearing this. i do not think they
have heard or know about this.

I do not know much about the activities of the Hungarian exiles who
lgft Hungary before the revolution, but i presume that they did
everything they could. If, duning the revolution, the Hungarian
exiles did not do enough for Hungary, it was not because they didn't
want to dos o.
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C. There were many people who fled from Hungary after World War II
and later returned., For example, there is the Hungarian actor, Antar
Pager, but i don't think he came home because he wants ot be a
Comunist. Probably, he was very homesick. and hoped that in thepolicy
of appeasement, they would let him live and work at home.

I think that euderyone who returned to Hungary from the West, re=
gretted doing so.

In my opinion, the "come home" program of the Hungarian government
AAg7E4 served only propaganda purposes. In this way, by citing ex-
amples, the Communists wanted to pP€£ dissuade the people from |
leaving the country, |

D, i think that the people at home know everything about the re-
fugees, where they are and how they are living. It was possible

to exchange letters woth the people at hoke, I don't think there
is anything special that they sould know and do not know.

In my opinion, it is the duty of every honest Hungarian now in exile
to spread the real facts of the Hungarian revolution and of condi~
tions at home. +t is necessary to keep the attention of the rest of
the world focused on Hungary and what is ging on there now, it is
necessary to explain to the American people and to the rest of

the civilized world thatf they should not be afraid of the Russians
because the Rassians are even more afraid of them. People must

be made to realize that time is playing for the Russians, it is

my opinion, that the people of the US would have done much more

for Hungary than the official American government,

Yes, i think i would like to join a political organization of exiles
here in the US., But i know very little about the orbanizations
which exist now. it would be preferable to have new exiles in such

a political organization, because they know better the events which
took place during the past ten years in Hungary, but it is entirely
indifferent to me if previous, older exiles also would be members of
a political organization.

In the first yearWs after the war, I fostered much hope in the small
hokders pargey .

i do not know what political Hungarian parties are here in the
exile,

During the revolution, we heard about the activities of the various
polktical parties in Hungary. i approve their acitivites, but feared
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that many “ommunists infiltrated the parties like in 1945,

it is a stupid qugition to ask shoyld the previous Hungarian exiles
have returned to “‘ungary during the revolution,

it is stupid to ask should the previous poditical esiles have
returned to Hungary to participate in the new parties. Anyone who
knows what the situation was before and during the revo,ution

knows that the return of these PIXIXILAN/E4XXEE politicians
would have been impossible.

E. When I left Hungarym I made up my mind never to return, only
maybe, perhaps, once, for a visit., I hope that I will be able to bring
my parents over here to 1live with mr,

I think I will want my children to learn Hungarian here in the US.
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XIX., AUDIENCE REACTION TO RADIO AND LEAFLETS

A, I listened regularly to the Hungarian broadcasts of Radio Free
Europe, the Voice of America, the BBC, the Turkish Radio and the
Radi@o Paris. Reception varied accordng to the tome of day and

to the weather. it is a stupid question to ask whether or not these
stations or programs were jammed. All of the stations were jammed
equaily. i listened only to the Hungarian broadcasts of these
stations.

i consider the broadaast of the BBC and of the Voice of America,
sore Z€AY{ reliable. i prefer to listen to these brdadcasts, but
very often, i listened to the others as well. We discussed the radio
broadcasts, but only among reliable friends or &n the family.

i was able to buy a radio only in the spring of 1956. Up to then, i
often went to listen to a radio at the house of some friends. After
that 1 listened regularly on my own radio. Very often, other friends
would drop in and listen to my radio, but they had to be very reliable
friends and we had

i did hear about the llestern broadcasts from othar people, but these
XAg/RAd/Xb/6#/ too, had to be reliable persons., it was very dan=
gerous to talk about or to listen to foreign hroadcasts. if one was
aaught, the comsequences Wi were very serious. £ The least one
could efpect was to be thrown out of his job and ousted from the
Party, *he fear of being waught or informed upon deterred many people
from listening to foreign radio broddcasts or talking about them,

it is interesting to note that during the revolution noone cared
about being caught listening to foreign broadcasts. Every one lis=
tened to the Hungarian programs of the foreign radios, without fear,
People openly told each other what they heard over the radio when
they met on the street,

in my opinion, the Hungarian prograns of the BBC, the Voice of Amer-
ica and of the Free Europe Radio had very little Hugarian home

news, These radios should realize that people at home know very
little about what is happening inside tﬁe country. Programs are very
short and very brief. it would be better if thess radios would not
repeat their news so many times,.

In my opinion, the broadcasts of the BBC were the most reliable. One
could check the reliability of the news over the radioc by subsequent
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eventse.

I gy would not dare to say that before the revolution, the Hungarian
programs of the foreign radios were entirely unnecessary. Many people said that
they were, nevertheless, they still listened.to these programs.

During the revolutiony the acitivities of the foreign radio stations, especlslly
of the Radio Free Europe; were of great importance to the rsvolutionistse. One
had to rely mostly on the foreign broadcasts to know what was hap

advice given by the Radio Free “wrope to the leaders of the Hungarian revolution
was of immense value to them, but in many cases, Radio Free Europe went further
than the revolutionists wanted to go. “or example, when Cardinal Mindsenty was
interviewed and asked whether he wanted to be Prime Minister or not, they should
have knoun that Mindsenty as a Catholic Cardinal camnot accept the post of

Prime Minister.

I listened to the broadcasts of Radic Free Burope thru the whole revolution. I do
not remember that it offered assistance specifically aid to the revolutionists.

I do not know whether Kadio Free “wurope is a government organi,ation or a private
enterpriss. Whatever it is; it has done what it should have done up til now.

Radio Free Europe should continue its medical advisory service over radio. It
would be advisable to broadcast fresh news every hour insteed of epeating previous
broadcasts. It would be bastter to give news in more detail, a little every hour.

TRE7VBRE /85 /et LA Radio Free “urope should comtinue its present program as it
is now, but so much anti-Commumist propaganda is not necessary. We there lmow very
well what Communism is. Perhaps better than people in other countries know.

e

Bo I have never heard of the initials, NEM before.

The twelve demands were the demands of the Budapest university students which
they wanted read over the Budapest radio at the very outbreak of the revolution.

Co I have never seen a Free Europe leaflet j{ with the exception of the one
Bohemian one which I've already menticnmed. I do speak Bohemian and therefore did
not understand what it said.

The Communist papers complained that the Americans were sending kaflets over HQungary
ih balloons, I 4l so heard that from friends of the existence of such balloons, but
I never saw one, only the one which I mentioned &alrzady,

The risk in picking up and keeping Free Europe leaflets is even greater than the
risk involved in listening to the Foreign Radio broadcasts. lhis neturally served
to deter people in picking up or keeping such leaflets, I co not know of any change
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In my opinmion, it is unnecessary to sand such leaflets over Iron Curtain countries
constantly. The risk involved is too great and it will get too many people into
trouble. radio is much better suited for this purpose.

Concermning the contents of these leaflets, it is quite unnecessary to send politi-
cal propaganda in this wey. For example, it is entirely unnecessary to convince the
peasant who is working in a farm cooparative that life in the farm cooperdive or on
the government state farms isn't good. He knows much better than the psrson who wrote

the leaflet.

I have not heard of any Free Europe leaflets being dropped in Hungeyy during the
revolution,

D. The motives of the Western groups are secondary in impcrtance. The main thing is
what is done should be done well,.
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XX. CHILD REARING AND DISCIPLINE

A. The most important things that children should be taught are the proper moral
code, self discipline and respect for otherse.

Discipline is very importent for the children andsef course, in this, the use of
physical punishment is sometimes necessary, but the most vital thing is that the
parente who punish the children should themselves be intelligent. There should be no
difference in the treatment of boys end girls. How the treatment of children should
change as they grow older is a very complex question and I do not wish to discuss
it nowe !

My perents were very strict with me and I wes very often punished. But this is
something which I do not like to think ebout now.

When I went to the gymnasium, I lived in the home of the Protestant students.
Strict discipline was mainte ned there. For example, I was 15 years old when I
was slapped for being impertinent to one of the superviscrs.

In the same students' home, &#n 18 year old boy was beaten by the director for being
extremely nasty. He was rolliéng empty shoe polish bcxes down the steps just to
annoy one of the supervisors. He was extremely impertinent to the director, This
heppened in 1947. During the Communists' regime, the ¥@¥fd use of physical
punishment was abolished in schools anc student homese. .

In the case of children over 6 years old, physical punishment to the girls would
be administered mostly by the mother. Physical punishment to the boys could be
administered either by the mother or father or by both.

The punishment of children of 6 years or older did vary sccording to soclal class.
But in many instances, the poor peasant educated his child better then a member of
the intelligentsia. In general, during the last ten years, the Jiffé/di/f wuse

of corporal punishment declined, in the older age groups. ©ince the Communists
abolished physical punishment in schools and student homes, its use also declined
at home in all age groups. As a consequence, a father would never administer
plysical punishment to a daughter. Teen-age boys also received less ohysical punish-
ment and the age limit for physical punishment dropped in both sexese

In general, parents #d ¢id not resort to physical punishment of children unless
there was a great reason to do so.

I think that physical pumishment for boys ceased between the apres of 8 and 9.
Girls sometimes received physical punishment even beyond this age, but only from
‘the mother.

In the rural Hunrary, punishment in general, was abandoned at about 1l or 15. lhis
happens sometimes earlier in the cities. But the girls in the villages were kept
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very strictly. A girl who is engaged and will be m rried next week will sometimes
be slepped by her mother for going out or not coming home waien it is darke

The age limit for punishing children is higher in the cases of children who are
studying. It is lower in the cases of children who begin to work and contribute ‘“to
the support of their family.

The Communists have abolished physical punishment in schools. Thelr methods of
educating children is based on trying to convince them, A good description of “ommunist
methods can be found in the works of lMakarenko and Xalinyin.

My frineds must have the same political and moral points of view that I have. They
must be compietely trustworthy and reliable.

Under Communisme many people have lost their best friends. On the other hand, a per-
son met many thru

In general, people are inclined to be more suspicious of each other



