Briof_ biosraphicel note on l'uennich

He s fishting in the Opanish Civil Yiar together with Rajk in the
“Ralkogd DBrizade’s After the defeat of the Spanish Civil iiar, he went to
lioscow and returncd to llungary in 1945-46. llc becane Ilead of the Police
Departnent in Budapiest (during the Coalition cra,. He later joined the
Foreirn Uervice mci beeane Iungary's Acbagsador to lioscow after
Sgegfue (the first Hungarian Arbasscdor to the USSR after the war) and
perhaps aftor the sccond Arbassador Inre llorvath was recallede.

[le returned f¥om lloscow in 1956 and was sent as linister to B.lgrade
with the rain task of improving rclationship. botween llungary and Yugos-
lavia which Wa8> viry poor during the akosi era. Bezinning October 1956,
he was in Budapest.on official business and was the nain speaker on
October 6, 1956, ak Rajk's re-burial. Il went to Belgrade with the liun a-
rian Delosation under Ilegedus and Gero and returned hore with ther.

From that cay he took part, together uith llegedus and Gero, in all
discussions at the Party house on Akacemia Stre.ts It is imown that
Mikoyan participated to those (iscussions on iJednesday, 24 October at
noon; Irwe lagy was not adnitted to those discussions and waited inthe
anti-charber. Unlike lalkosi, Gero, ctece, Huennich had not left the
country because iic was not hated as the others and the faet that he
spoke at Rajl's burial proves that the Rajliiists tolerated him. lluennich's
nane vas not rentioncd among the hated ones probably because of the
fact that he spent several years outside Ilungary and was not held
directly rcsponsible for Rakosi's misdeadse From 23 to 27 October he
was active with Hegecdus and Gero in fighting the Ruvolutione. On 28
October, luennich became linister of Interior in the Imre Nagy Govern-
ment and bacane [lead of the Pslice force. In his capacity of Minister
of the Interior the nowly established Party leacers (Small-holders)
discussed with him various current problens.:

He is an attornéy, an imtellcctual with a \jestern culture. He
was in a position to work out plans for Kadar's future. He behaved as
if he were on the side of the Rewolution but he was all the time in
close contact with Kadar and accompanied the latter first to the
Soviet _rbassy in Dudapest and then to Szolnok. A chaffeur drove them
on 2 lovember about noon tire to the Soviet _rbassy building. They
told the chaffeur not to wait for theme The chauffeur left but stopped
two blocks down and waited to see what would happen. Afterdout 30 to
45 rinutes, the chauffeur saw Kadar and luennich come out fron the
arbassy building in the corpany of 2-3 Russian officers and drive
eastwards in the lrbassy car.

(Information from Prof. Sandor Kiss, 25 Jan.1957)



