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Question:
What was the life of a practicing pastor of the Reformﬂd—.

Churc’ in Hungary?

Anguer:

(ae has to divide the consideration of the question in

time up to 1948 and after 1948, when the state and church
agreement was reached. Up to 1948 the pastors were in
constant and open resistance to the state, this was the
opposition of all the pastors. One can say, after 1948
tﬁialbppoﬁition became a passive kind of opposition. Up

to 1948 a group of the pastors of the Reformefthurch, took
active part in the Smagllholders Party and in the Peasant
Party. My senior pasfor at Kormend was active in thé
Smallholders Party, while an assistant pastor in Kormend,

I was responsible for the youth work in the church, which
went extremely well up to 1948. I also taught 23 hours

of religion in the schools, furthermore up to 1948 we had
active women’s circles, a girls group and a choir. To the
youth group, met once a week on Tuesday and we had 2all

kinds of lectures and talks for them, varying from religious
subjects to subjects of political interest.

Then in 1948, I went to the church in Eger, and in that year
begins the battle between the official leaders of the church
against the rest of the church. These leaders of the church
were Bishop Janos Peter, Bishop Bereczky and Imre Kadar who

cannons, :
can be called the big mammesy along with Istvan Finta and
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Tibor Barth. These fellows beg@n the movement within the
Réfofmabhurch; to make an agreement between the state and
church. At the Miskelec meeting of the Reformedhurch district,
a heateﬁ debate and fight ensued from the pastors against
these leaders, who wanted the agreement. Most of the
paaforé said that "we do not need such an agreement which
would provide certain subsidies from the state", the pastors
said that "our members will be able to support us through
voluntary giving", but the leaders of the church said that
"we :need the agreement and we need the subsidy from the
state".

The second big move on the part of the state through the
official church Jleaders, was to have the.pastora of the
ReformgfChurch make a pledge of loyalty to the state. Up

to this time, we as pastors had no particular obligation

to the state, hut evéryone of the pastors was called 1ﬁ to

. ﬁhg'church district office, where we had to make this pledge
of loyalty to;thg constitution and to the Coalition Govern-
ment of AngustI1948. This pledge (Hiiségeskiiletétel) happened
in February 12, 1949. We pastors were called to the church
district office for 10 a.m. in the morning, however we gofl
together at 8.00 a.m. in the Bishop's office. A debate
ensued among the pastors during those 2 hours, and some of
us fslt that the time had come when we must call a halt to
this kind of enforced behavior. Others felt that we should
be submissive to the government, both of these sides quoted

the Apostle Paul, for spiritual support. Those who did not
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make the pledge, were put out of their pastorates.

With this, the psssive opposition became more and more
intense, as alreiady in 1948 the Smallhoiders Party and
other parties had been pushed under. Reforme¢Church,
through its official leadership wés pushed more and more
to the Left, the leaders of the church who refused to
co-operate with the state, had been replaced and these
new leaders pushed the church officially at the top to
the Left. |

Summer instruction courses for pastors:

In the Tiszavidek district, as in the other districts of
the church, the top leadership of the Raform{t:hurch now

wanted to reach down to the level of the pastors and begin
an intallectual re-education of the pastora. This was
attem;ted through summer instruction couraea, a new -
theolngy was introduced to explain the new situation in

the country, so that the church ahould be willing to adapt
itself to the situation found in Hungary. The starting
point of this new theology was Bishop Bereczky's na%row o
road. He said "the church has to bg penitent for the
nation’s role in the war, its participation in the Jewiah_
quession and the nation’s opposition to Socialism. Secondly
this penitenggf is already judgment, and thirdly God changes
the penitenéﬁfand judgment into grace, that is that the
Russians are here and want to help.ua, we must co-operate
with them and give them our entire support, and the whole

of our convictions much revolve around this". Theologically
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speaking, the" three point basis was under-pinned fron

the scriptures. Moreover ithe idea of cosmic redemption,
which comes from the theological thinking of the Moscow
Patriarch, Metropolitan Nilolai was introduced into this
new theology, through the sammer courses. They said that
God is the ruler of the world, and Christ redeemed all the
world, therefore the world 1s all good, Communism is in

the world and therefore is good. The individual is only

a part of the redeemed world, and is automatically redeemed,
saved as a minute particle or grain of sand in the world.

At one of the summer courses, I asked the lecturer "well,
why does Christ say do not love the world to his followers,
and why do we need the church if the world is already saved
or redeemed", I did not receive any enswer from the lecturer,
he said that he would talk to me later in person. VYhen he
did talk to ﬁe in person, he did not answer the question

but he offered me a position in another church, I said I

was ﬁot interested. During this time, many pastors were
removed from their churches and others were suspended fron
their duties, by the church office of the ReformefChurch.

At Szikszb, there occured an election battle over one of the
pastorates, which lasted over a year. A foruwer AVH man, who
now had become a ReformefChurch pastor, wanted to be elected
minister of the church, Through various mean: and maneuvers
ﬁe were able to keep him out of the church, ani he was not
Sleofed th;lggh-the pastorate of that church. During this

struggle, I was arrested for two days, and 11 mimbers of
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the consistory, laymen, were arrested for some time. The
area of Szikszb became the so called internment camp for
pastors, whom the church wanted to get rid of, tiLat is to
put them out into the sticks, away from their forrer large
churches or influeatial positions.

The removal of a pastor from his charge, was dodF i a
number of ways. One methqd used effectively on youn:
bachelors was planting a woman in the house of the pzstor,
as in one case a woman was placed in the attic of the
bachelor pastor, and when the pastor returned to his house,
the AVH were there immediately to i:::ghthe house for arms
or some other reascn, and in the search they would be able
to locate the woman, who accused the pastor of having an
affair with her, and the chargea would begin to multiply.
By such tricks, pastors were dismissed from their churches
and aént to such places where not even a railroad or bus
stop traversed within 10 or 15 kilometers. This pastor,
who hgﬁﬂ been a dangerous element in the church, thus was
cut off from communications, while he served such a out-of-
the-way congregatin. However, it was these places and
these areas that were so called out-of-the-way, that became
the centers of opposition against the church leadership.
The Szikszd eircle of pastors was called "Fene Vad Banda",
the devil’s wild bagid by Bekeffi, who was assistant to
Bishop Peter. Bekcffi had to visit the Szikszb area every
month, in order to fry to keep things in hand. At the
Galyatetd meeting of the Central Committee of the World
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Couﬂéil of Churches, many letters and minute booke'and
1nnumerable creeds or oonfeaeione of the resiatantls
church were placed in the hand of the executive aecretary
of the Council Viseer't Hooft. By these means the '
ree:etantzchureh in Hungary wanted to give a real picture
t0 the Western and world leaders of the Protestant Church,
tclling them what was really going on in the Hungarian
.eformabhureh. A 25 page book of minutea with documentation
an& ufficial records concerning financee indicating the
enormous pay of Bishop Peter and other dooumente ahowing
how the State Religious Affairs Office ‘handles matters

 concerning the Reformgfhurches, 1te.pastore and its people,

were given to the World Council Church's becretary.i When
the Central Committee meeting of the World Council of
Churches opened in Hungary in 19‘3 August, the official
leaders of the Hungarian ReformfChurch, such as Bekeffi

and others, talked about the great unity that existed in
the Hungarian Refornllchurcho After such talks, the
executive secretary of the World Council of Churches got
up, reached into his pocket and pulled out all the letters
and other documents which were there, placed them on the
table and said, "what do all these letters mean, which
letters hav: reached me,if, you say that there exist strong
unity in the church". Spritually the revolution was there,
in Hungary after the World Council of Churches meeting. At
various area conferences and meetings of the Hungarian

ReformgChus ", the pastors dared to talk about all problems,
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moreover they did not even care to request permission for
certain things, which previously needed the permission of
the fishOp or the Dean of the church. Bekeffi, one day

at one of the area meetings, said that he will dismiss

500 baators at one swoop, if such things continue. The
next day he returned to the meeting and tried to change
his drastic statement, he was much softer, apparently the
Religious Affairs Office of the State got to him, and made
him change his attitude.

The fight to subdue the church during 1948 to 56 came
from two directions, first from the state, and second from
the church officials. If a pastor was called "Ezﬁézf; he
received no hel§ nor protection from anyone, For example,
a pﬁator Szaboles called Bekeffi on télephone, to aak him
how he should burj a former aristoerat? a count. Bekeffi,
the assistant to the bishop of the church district, said
that he would call the pastor back and tell him what kind
of services he would be allowed to conduct. Bekeffi
telephoned the pastor, and said that he had talked to the
State Religious Affairs Office, and the answer was that the
pastor would be allowed only to say a prayer, and that would
be the funeral service. The paatof followed -these instructions,
and the day after this funeral service, which was merely a
prayer, the Communist news paper attacked the pastor
publicly and said that the pastor in a sermon, during the
funeral service had said that all the former aristocrats

counts and dukes should have their former estates returned
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"3"#5*them, among other things that:the paitor had aaid;-th@f'
_wouf&“be reactioﬁarya After this newq_paper attack, .
Bekatfi called the paator by telephone, and forced him

:to reaign from his post. s
Bekeffi and thé other new men in the offioial church leaderu
ahip. had aurxounded themselves with a new "gourt” or :
"iaatourage, that did their bidding or were more Commnnist f:

".! -.;f »

'thnn ‘the Commupists. ?@ _
In my own congregation, only after a long fight could T
_conduct family worahip services in the homea of the
inﬂividual familieso Those aervicea were allowed frcm
ngch to Easter, and they were allowad only if the
individual family asked for such a house worship service
to bé conducted. Confirmation 1ﬁstrqction and teaching
for each year was allowed only ffom January lst thrdﬁgh
May, and this was to be done only in the church building.
Religious education in the schools was handled in thia way
.by the Communists, twﬁ days were designated on which
registration for religious instruction will take place.
On the firat day, the forenoon houralor morning hours were
available for registration, the néxt day the afternoon
would be given to registration. The children had to be
accompanied -by at least one parent, and both parents
signature had to appear on the registration application.
According to the law, no one else was suppose to be in the
office of the school principal, when the registration for

religious instruction took place. However, the days on
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which I went and I accompanied mj children to the school,

I found a crowd outside the office, waiting to get in to
register their ohild:en. Some of'tﬁem had been thefe the
ﬁrevibvs dey and had not been able to get into the office.
-The tictic was as follows: to take one family into the

ro0d where the principal was, and in the room there were

al least three other men, the Communist Party secretary,
the local council secretary or president, and another
_Communist secretary from some other organization. They
would try to convince the family not to let their children
take religiousleducat;on, sometimes threaten them, and thus
use up the precious time of the two days alloited for
iegistiation, so that very few people would be able to

.get into the principal's office to actually register their
children. Thus, in one morning, only two or three families
would get into the'principal'a office; days at the most

six families or so. When the second day in the arterﬁoon
our regiatration-came to an end, the principal would say
"I am sor?y, the time is up, wait until next year to
register for religious education". When on the second

day in the afternoon, tae principal came out of his office,
I said to him that I would report this situation to the
proper anthorities, and tell them that I have been here

two days, and I could not get in to the office to have my
children register for religious educationf I was immediately
rushed into the office, and they registered my daughter for
religious education. The g&"ﬁ;eople who were in the office,
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all party men, were sitting reading papers, as if tiey

had not been observing what was going on.

In 1954, there were many retirements forced upon pastcrs,
whom the Communist regime did not like.

For weeks at a time in 1951 and 1952, we in our house dil
not have any bread nor even lard; my boy asked for a breal
and ‘T was not able to give him any. After 1953, normal
economic life returned. The pr&revolution standard of
life was not mich below the standard of life in Austria

and ﬁagea found in Austria. If one would look for materig
or financial reasons for the revolution, in 1956 they would
be difficult to find.‘ If revolutions Sccur, becaﬁse people
do’ not have food nor money, then the revolution ahould have
occured in 1951 and '52° & e
i,The churohea developed 1nternally into very healthy and :
spiritual congregations, they gave genereualy. the 11ttla':
- churchea and the big churches. My own congregation;_
contributed 25 000 fts. for renovating the church. it id
.a faot that the Reformshurch of Hungary, built more new |
ohurchea in the last 10 years, than during any other period,
:ZEO-period in its history. 80% of the congregations :
remained loyal to the church, a deep spiritual life developede
-The cause for the revolution can rather be found in.a
psyohological cause, the people finally were disgusted

with all the lies and falsity that they continually heard.
In fact the radio station during the revolution finally had

to say, in order to clear its own conscience, that we lied
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day and night and the Hungarian people do not want to
hear lies any more. The dungarian Revolution was a
revolution against the intellectual oppression and
limitations placed upon the people.

Whatever organization fook place, in order to organize a
revolution, occured aii happened after November 4th and
not before.

The Revolt

On November 8th, the Red Cross asked for a cease fire,

and Kadar alsc gave 2 call for cease fire. The revolu-
tioﬁariea thought tre Russians had also accepted the

cease fire, when they accepted the cease fire. However,
while the revolutionaries held their fire'and also held
varisﬁa fronts within tre city against the Ruasians, the
Russians began to ocevyy the city during this cease fire.
Also during this ceare fire period, they begmn arresting
children on the blo:k basis, by shutting off ﬂtreeta‘ahd
searching the apeciments for children in that block.
Ffom October 29 itnrough Wovember 4th, the only revolutionary
party that was organized, wvas the Revolutionary Youth Party,
Forradalmi Ifjhsagi Part. Tve leadership of %this party
consisted of io people and after the second Russian attﬁck
on November fth, we got together in order to decide what
to do in this new situation. We decided to find some kind
of Communist organization, which was & goeial organization
of the Communists, and %o take over the isadership of that
group, and thus support the leadership of that group and
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the organizatioa to our own program and our own plans.

The decision wvas made to take over the Hazafifs Népfront
through its central organization in Budapest, this occured
on Friday. We met with the Hazafihs Népfront (Patriotic
Peoples Front), and we got our 10 member committee

electei into the Népfront. Then we changed the name of
the +rganization to Magyar Fﬁggatlehaégi Népfront, then
we, under the name of this organization published an eight
roint proclamation. Among these points were: one, that we
san not talk of a counter revolutior, and that we recognize
that this October 23rd Revolution was a rightful and just
revolution. Second, we asked for immediate discussions
for the withdrawal of the Russian troops. Third, the
government should recognize that deportations tock place,
and these deportations should be ended. Fourth, the
jovernment and authority should make a list of every
arrested person, and this list should be published or
disﬁlayed on the district court doors, and those who are
really revolutionaries should be released. Fifth, those
whose crimes can really be proved, should be investigated
and then persecuted. Sixth, we asked the &ssurance of

the Magyar Néphatalom and asked that every plant should
provide from 10 to 15% of its menpower, to form and to

set up to peace militia, and then the immediate dispersal
of the AVH and the prosecution of the AVH. This statement
was sent and personally given to the government, through

Poldes and Fehér Cabinet secretaries who presented this
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statement to the Cabinet.

Our_pfqplamation and memorandum received and answer from
.the government, for almost every pbint we listed. They

- said that they knewfgte train of deported men, and that
3000 people have been deported on this train, and the
gmvernment have taken steps to elim nate any further
attempts for deportation, and the rtturn of these 3000.
They also said that the workers mil;tia had begun to

be formed.

Then-our.organization, Magyar Fﬁggetlené%vi Népfront begem
to contact all the other revolutionary groups and attempt
to unify our beya and have them egree,®ta that they would
work through our organization, that is have us deal with
the Kadar govefnment only, so that we would have a united
front. Almost all the various worknrs'councils, union
groupa, attached themselves to ﬁa, and said they would
‘sonduct discussions with the governnent only through us,
or we would do the discussions? The =mhymk gggﬁzfrworkers,
the autobus drivers, the MAV workers, the taxi drivers,
the post office, the Writers Unicn and many others. The
group thaﬁ was out, did not join with us, was the Balazs
group, which was really not a large group. It was through
our sfforts that the various sirike: were organized through-
out the Budapest area and other places, this was thg reason
that the Kadar government could not get things into hand,
and control situation. We had them guessing and we were

carrying on discussions with them, we planned our last act
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which was still missing, for Novembsr 24th a Monday, on
which we wanted %o hold our last uniting meeting of all
the organizatidns in the Budapest area. However on
November 23rd, Kadar called in Belazs, and made an agree-
ment with him, and thus t0ld Balszs to announce over the
radic himself, that he had made an aigreement with Kadar.
This then, made our meetiné for the 24th impossible, more-
over Dezad Por, a writer who was ou® press man 1nformed on
us to Kadar. |
It was bur effort, that organized the one hour silent strike
and we also organized the women's demonstration in Buaapaatn
In our office_aafe, we had the kader sheets of the Central
AVH Office, and from these sheets wo diaeovered the order
of the government from top down. In first place was
Rékosi, second place Gerd, third place Janos Xadar, fourth
place Andras Hegedus. At the bottom of the kader sheet of
Imre Nagy, underlined in red pencil, was the statement that
he is not trustworthy. We also discovered from these kader
sheeta, many individuals whom we did not suspect as wofking
informers or paid informers for the state, but turned out
to be s0. One such was Jozsef Tersanszky, I am still very
sorry that I did not bring out the trader sheets, which we
had in our possession.

not.
The Kadar government of Hungary, still doesAdare to publish
anything about our group, which was known as the Poitch
group. Our work had tremendous achievements, we were still

in contact and talll‘to Imre Nagy at 4.30 in the afternoon,
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Just tefore Imre Nagy was kidnapped. In fact after ais
kidnapgéfhe city bus enterprise said to the Russians, that
they wiil strike if Imre Nagy does not go free.
I believe that the Russians did not even %tell the Huigarian
1eadex that they were going %o kidnap Imre Nagy, b:cause
immediately after the kidnag/bg Imze Nagy I called Marosan
and he confered ¥mxy in a very surprised way with Kadar,
both ¢f “hem did not know what h:ppened. They said :hat
Nagy:is at hore.
Even in Jsnuapry our organiszation was working,
When the Miskolc battle came, the Russian commandexr i1aid
that he wouid not interfere, if the revolutionaries o not.
harm his soldiers. However, the Ruﬁsiaﬁs were irun ont of
Miskoic; 12,000 to 15,000 Hungarian revolutionaries, 'éﬂzﬁf'
Chff#%ﬁ}ﬁl the Biikkk forest, we saw to it that food wan
transported to them, it was a %trenendous operation.
I% was nol until December, that the Kadar government begun
to rule flie situation in Hungary. During the day, we %ook
the Kadar plasards off walls, which they had put up curing
the night and had spread various kinds of leaf-ets i1 the
streets. We put up our own placardu during the day, this
indicatecs that we had rather free movement and they 'eared
our grouwr. The ‘G"& workers, the Writers Union, the
0old Peasent Party Right Wing, all worled with us amorg
others. We made no distinctions, as Yo groups who wculd

work in the organization.

I believe, one reason among others for the Russiahs crresting
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or kidnapping Imre Nagy , was that le had the document,

17

whidh the Soviet Mikoyanm had signed cn November 3rd, by _

which he ggreed to the withdrawal of thé Rusesian frovpa
I believe that this document now is in the hands of -:he
Yugoslavians. For the purpose of this Russian withdiaw
oan November 3rd, Maleter was cszlled in, 1% was %to bha &
kind of ceremonial withdrawal, by which the Russians wo
not lose face and ii would be similar to the withdraval

i
that occured in Austria. NWas for this reason that tle

al,

uld

Honved, zrmy, did not make any prepsrations for cont:nuing

fhe_fighig It was this document signed by Mikoyan, “ha
eauaad'tbe decéption'and it was a decei#ing document.

On Decemter 8th, I left the country, both my name along
#ith the name of my wife had been placed}on the blaask -

list. OQur orpanization, Magyar Fliggetlenségi Napfronrit,

continued to work throughout Janvary and even in Febiuary,

adder the suidance of those who remained.

t

Intervioser’s portrait reting: The respondent now ig the

directsr of the spiritual 1ife of Reformef’hurch Hungeri
in Germany, and 1s pastor of the Hurgarian Church in

Minchen. The importance of this interview is in two ar
£irst fhe report of a pastor, who has served in number

ans

eas,
ot

churshes in Hungary, under the new church leadership, and

this etperience reflegiithe various means by which the
Communiste zim to re-educate and ultimately tc elimirat
the Christian ehurch. Secondly, the importance of “le
interview ie¢ found in the role which respondent played
in tae Revolutionary Youth Party (Porradalmi Ifjusagi P
and the Magyar Figgetlenségi Népfrort.
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