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MOB JUSTICE - BY THE WRONG MOB

The first signs of an unforeseen hitch in Khrushchev's . S
Plan for expanding the activities of social bHodies in the  judd= = "<& 8
cial fieddl are now beginning to appear. Soon after Khrushchev e |
had explained it in outline at the 21st Party Congress, the 3
Soviet press was complaining, for example, that the comradely
courts were badly conducted due to the procedural ignorance 3

of the "activists®  who are supposed to control them (Trud, ,
4 February 1959). Since no up-to-date statutes for these courts ; S
existed at that time, this ignorance was understandable, but .'E

it was used by the more unscrupulous factory managements as
2R opportunity to pack the courts with members of the administra-
H:ion, who could be relied on to do as the director wished. (The«
director, at that time, was the only person empowered to send'a
man for trial by a "comradely" court. )

The inevitable adverse reaction among the workers was evi-
dently strong enough in some cases to cause Trud to denounce the '
packing of the courts with tame administrators, and to explain A
that henceforth the best and most respected workers would be
elected, who would be trained in their Jjudiecial duties at a

seminar run by the local oblast trade union committee.

One of the virtues of the comradely court® and the people's

assembly3 in the eyes of the Kremlin, is that since it is held e
in the factory shop itself, the punishment meted out is brought T
to the attention of all workers, thereby providing a maximum 3

=82

deterrent effect., But this convenient arrangement also has its.

drawbacks, Izvestia (21 November 1959) reports, because in some

cases the workers, instead of the management, have taken to pack-
ﬁing the assembly,

In one instance two officials of the "Red Triangle" Plant
in Leningrad are alleged to have stolen 54,000 rubles worth of
"soclalist property". In Izvestia's words:

"It would seem that the shop collectives should have
denounced the thieves at the assemblies, and held them
responsible. But the relatives and friends of the plunderers

. ISee Background Information, 6 March 1959, "Comradély Courts -

II". y |

2Tovarishches sud. The statute  now opérative was published o
by Soviet News.IIE_Eovember 1959) ' PR Sk

3Narbdnner80brani.e ~ the meeting which passes judgement - 53
under the anti-parasite laws, _ 3 : i
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NON-CONFORMITY IN TWO SOCIETIES

By Daniel Bell
The New Leader
.November g, 1959

The "Comradely Courts." One of the most fascinating
Ssociological developments in the Soviet Union is the move
to create "comrades' courts" -~ in effect, impromptu "kan-

garoo" tribunals -- to deal with a slew of "anti-social
offenses, such as the violation of labor discipline, lead- ,
ing a "parasitic" existence,, or the iosecration of apart- - o |

ment houses or public parks, A law autnorizing factory
bodies, housing committees and other non-Party groups to : 5
set up such courts was placed before the- Supreme Soviet two 5

weeks ago, : X

The idea for such "comrades' courts" was actually -
proposed by Premier Nikita Khrushchev himself at the 21st
Soviet Party Congress less than a year ago. Said Mr.
Chairman: "We still have not a few cases of violation
of public order, and they must be resolutely combatted....
The functions of maintaining order and security should be
performed by social groups, as well as the militia and the
courts. The time has come for more attention to be paid
to comradely courts, which should mainly forestall various
types of violation. They should examine not only cases of
a& production nature, but also those which concern society,
morals and incorrect conduct by those who deviate from the
norms of communal order." : e

Some observers have suggested that the move is an - - 5=
expedient to relieve the pressure on the courts, which are . !
unable to handle with sufficient dispatch the cases result- ™
ing from the drive against "hooligans," juvenile delinquents, i
speculators and other "anti-social® elements in Soviet life. G |
This drive has gathered steam in the last years.

While this may be an element in Khrushchev's calcula-
tions, there seem to be much more profound reasons for the o)
surprise use of this new technique of informal coercion, ‘

- Khrushchev is engaged in a desperate drive for higher pro-

ductivity. In the past, the striking increases in Russian
production were achieved through tremendous transformation
of the peasantry into an industrial labor force; in about
20 years, 50 million persons were moved from the farms in-
to the factories. Now, as the population growth has slowed
‘because of war manpower losses and the lower birth rate
which usually accompanies the first wave of urbanization,
new gains can only come from increased efficiency,*

But the regime cannot g0 back to the system of open
terror, deportetions, administrative sentences by the NKVD, i

* This statement is a major exaggeration —- see.Background
Information, 20 November 1959, "Comparison of the US and
Soviet Economies -« The Labor Force.™










