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. SOVKHOZ RIPPLE

The announcement that another 300 State farms had been estab-
shed in the Soviet Union during 1959, released on the eve of the
1tral Committee's special plenary session on agricultural poliey
oblems, is indicative of the regime's pluralistic approach to-
"d ‘an organizatimg solution of the backward and weak collective
>ms which have been a chronic feature of Soviet agriculture.l
in no wise portends, however, any shift toward "sovkhozization"
collective farms in the determined goal 4o build communism in
2 vountryside by "lifting cooperative-kolkhopz property to the
reli-: national property." -~

The problem of backward collectives was institutionally at-
*ked by massive amalgamations within the kolkhoz system from
’0-52, with state fdarms during 1955-57, and again with other
.lectives in the past few years. The sale of MTS machinery to
: collectives has now become the persuasive rationale for the
'ent amalgamations as many farms were "too small to operate
*ir acquired machinery effeciently."2 The average kolkhoz
v has about 2700 hectares arable land, compared to 8.400 hee-
‘es for the state farms.

Are there any political implications in the sudden spurf-in
: number of sovkhozy? Is it a regional phenomenon? The Tass

imunique, following the secretive pattern of the press on amal-

iations, did not locate the areas of activity. Some revealing
ies, however, come from several of the less important republiecs.,
a speech before the Supreme Soviet of the Lithuhnian republie,
? finance minister admitted that 82 state farms had been created
§ c:?nllectives during 1959.3 In Byelorussia, 90 new sovkhozy
‘e recently set up and 79 were further augmented, according to
iurov, first secretary of the CC,4 who indicated the program

11d be pushed still further. No other reports are at hand. -
“haps the December plenum may provide more clues. It appears ob-
us, however, that if the tiny Lithuanaian republic provided 27
‘cent of all the new sovkhozy during 1959, and alorg with an es-
iated Byelorussian share of 55, these comparatively backward
Jublics furnished almost half of the new sovkhozg 215%5! The

’ed Planovoye Khozyaistvo article lists the nort

and northwestern
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2Planovoxg Khozyaistvo, No. 10, 1959, p. 21.
3Tiesa, 28 November 1959. :
*Radio Minsk, 15 January 1959.







