UNITED NATIONS . CONFIDENTIAL

GENERAL gﬁﬁ@ﬁ
ASSEMBLY

ENGLISH

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON THE PROBLEM OF HUNGARY
VERBATIM RECORD OF THE FIRST PART OF THE FIFTY-SEVENTH MEETING (CLOSED)

Held at the Palais des Nations, Geneva, .
on Monday, 8 April 1957, at 10,00 a,m,

Chairman: ' Mr. Alsing ANDERSEN - (Denmark)

4

PPP . 9600 pupte. teied ny Rudspet:  eleprlcd

e

';I!.i_. ,}:iu Cﬁfa: ., ! 7 ﬂj ‘u.'j N M r(/;t@,@,cm' :
K’@W 3 *’ /7'42/5'7/ . 2 M w, [ /‘/\f)‘WV'V(_(
B . l...“ W%Tf &m. Covs  rinnol St

>

*For the second part.of the meeting there will be a summary record (A/AC.88/SR,57)

"



N

A®/sb A/AC.88/PV.57
2

At the invitation of the Chairman Witness PPP took a place at the Committee

table,

The CHAIRMAN: I again bid you welcome on behalf of the Committee, and I

call upon the representative of Australia who wishes to ask some questions.

Mr. DESCHAMPS (Australia): Can you tell us something more about the work
of the Central Committee of Students, what contacts it had with the Goverrment, and

other aspects of its work at this time?

WITNESS PPP (interpretation from Hungarian): On the day after 23 October
we were faced with a completely new situation; there was a current of fear running
through all Budapest and amongst the university students, because we did not expect
that an armed clash would come out of our peaceful demonstration. On the other
hand, we did not expect armed intervention by Russian tanks. It was only then
that university ani high s chool students began to organize; in each of the universitier
students, simply those who had been active in the movements not even the leaders
of the students, got together and tried to establish a kind of organization., . That
is how at the universities the organization, the initials of which are MEFESZ,
meaning the Union of University and High School Students, as well as its committees,
came into being, These MEFESZ organizations began three or four days later to
co-ordinate their work, and that is how in Barnabas Street, in the building of the
Piarist School, the Revolutionary University Committee of Budapest was formed, The
Revolutionary Committee of University Students issued leaflets and began certain
military operations. It also started regotiations with $he Goverrnment. The most
interesting fact was that when the Gover.ment called on the representatives of the
students to continue negotiations, we simply did not know, for example, who was the
leader of the Buda sub-group of the revolutionary university students; a delegation
went there, but we did not know who the leader was because he was not named,
Everything was improvised during the revolution. The university youths began to
organize and issue identification papers around 30 October, and after 1 November some

military units were formed, when thanks to General Kiraly and to Kopacsi, who was
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the police commander of Budapest, the university students received arms officially.
During the r evolution the Central Students Committee had several negotiationswith
the Government and tried to secure campliance with the demands of the MEFESZ
organization, but the Government was alwg.ys lagging behind; we always said that
our demands were two days ahead of the moment when the Govermment decided to agree
to them,

Mr, RODRIGUEZ-FABREGAT (Uruguay)(interpretation from Spanish): On what
date did you leave Hungary?

WITNESS PPP (interpretation from Hungarian): On 7 November 1956, Thé :second: ®
Russian attack took place on the 4th, I left three and a half days after that

second attack, and I arrived in Vienna on the 8th,

Mr, RODRIGUEZ-FABREGAT (Uruguay)(interpretation from Spanish): It is very
important to have information on the nature of the violations of human rights which
took place in Hungary during this whole period., Did you get any news about that

after you left Hungary? Do you know what happened at the political trials? Do
you know whether there were such trials of people who participated in the revolution?
Do you know anything about the methods of the political police? Did you get any
information after your departure from Hungary about the death sentences? It is a
fault of us professors to talk too much, but I hope that will not be the case this

morning., -

WITNESS PPP (interpretation from Hungarian): I should like to speak first
of all about the violations of human rights duting the revolution, The fact that
the Russians violated human rights during the revolution, and the AVH also, whoee
higher commanders were Russian citizens, is proved by the fact that the larger
percentage of those who died heroically during the revolution were civilians. Only
a very much smaller proportion were fighters because those who fought naturally did
so from a protected position, for example from behind a tank or vehicle. I am far
from being a soldier. and cannot express myself well, The fighters were in a position
to defend themselves up to a point, but a Russian tank drove into a crowd of civilians
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standing in line for bread in front of a store, and there were as the Committce
knows, those bloody cvents in Magyarovar and in front of the Parliament house in
Budapest when the Russians and the AVH just opened fire on a completely unarmed
crowd or on demonstrators who were carrying flags and singi.g patriotic songs, To
refer to the victims of the aerial attacks, the greater proportion of thcsé who
died were civilians who were exterminated without mercy by the AVH as well as

by the Russians, After 4 November the Russians resorted to the strongest methods,
namely military methods, and so were able to crush the revolution of a small
country, A country of 200 million inhabitants was able to crush a dountry of

9 million inhabitants, and I have brought a few photographs taken in Budapest in
December for the Committee to see,
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I understand that the Committee has already seen some films and will be seeing
films prepared in Hungary after the attack of 4 November., I should like to call
your attention to the fact that these films show the greatest effects of the aerial
attacks, You will see rows of houses burned out after aerial incendiary bombardment, °
This was not necessary for what they ealled the punishment of those Fascists; and I
therefore say that this was a war conducted by the Russians against civilians
otherwise why was the centre of the city of Budapest bombed from the air, why did
they have to put heavy artillery on the Gellert mountain to fire at the centre of
the city? As I have already said I do not know the exact gauge of these guns but
I believe they were 21 mm guns. When I was in Buda I saw this through binoculars
from Rozsahegy; the fire was continuous and was aimed at the civilian population.
Why was this necessary? :

Since then the violation of Human rights as contained in the Charter of the
United Nations has continued. During and after the revolution, and especially after
the revolution, churches and hospitals were deliberately fired on. I have
photographs of such incidents and many sﬁch have appeared in the world press.

An attack against a clinic once involved the death of fifty babies and we are in a
position to give concrete data in connection with many cases when the Russians and
the AVH carried arms on Red Cross cars., The first such occasion was, as you know,
at Sandor Street where the people first obtained arms by cpening a Red Cross car
carrying weapons for the AVH. At 10.30 psm. on the Friday after the outbreak of the
revolution a car carrying revolutionary university students was going from Kalvin
Place to another destination and behind it was a car with Red Cross markings.

At the Pest side of the bridge both cars were checked and their papers found to be
in order, the Red Cross car having proper Red Cross papers. When the university éar
was in front of thelTechnical University the Red Cross car started firing with
machine-guns and all those in the first car were killed. The car with Red Cross
markings then continued on its way. There were several such incidents. Arms were

carried even in cars taking the dead to be buried,

Mr, RODRIGUEZ-FABREGAT (Uruguay)(interpretation from Spanish): Could you
give any information about the political trials after the revolution and the sentences

that resulted from them? I am trying to bring some order to this discussion.
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JITNESS ppp. (interpretation from Hungarian): I should like to state in
the interests of truth that the insurgents were also responsible for some atrocities
that violated human rights. This was not done deliberately but when the crowd
recognized AVH men who had committed atrocities and used mediaeval methods to
extort confessions it was impossible to prevent atrocities, I could give-details
of many cases of people who have suffered such AVH treatment and who had to sign
confessions which might result in their being sentenced to death, The AVH then
released them and said that if they did not behave and become informers to the
AVH the confessions would be used and they would be put to death, I myself was an
eye-witness to an incident in which the crowd wanted to lynch such an AVH man.
Together with other university people I tried to prevent this but it was impossible
for ten university students to prevent a crowd of 5,000 people carrying out this
hanging. Our opinion was that everybody should be brought before a tribunal.

The upper layer of AVH officers was Russian; the next layer was Hungarian and they
fought to their last drop of blood.

Mr. RODRIGUEZ-FABREGAT (Uruguay)(interpretation from Spanish): What was
the nationality of the victims of the revolutionary crowd -- for example, the
victims of the lynchings that could not be avoided?

WITNESS PpP (interpretation fram Hungarian): The victims of the lynchings
were all Hungarians and I was eye-witness to a case when in the middle of the
lynching the people let an AVH man go. They spared him because he was Jewish and
everybody was very much afraid that this might be taken as a manifestation of anti-
Semitism. The Hungarian AVH officers were taken by the students to a detention
house in Foe Street with the idea of bringing them before a tribunal, and several
soldiers who were in AVH units were allowed to go free. These were honest people
of peasant or worker origin and in most cases they did not carry out the orders
of their officers to shoot. With the exception, of course, of those who opposed
us with arms and who were wiped out in the fighting, these were set free.

After L November and three days before my departure on the 7th Russians and
AVH people were looking for me at my apartment. Since then I have received the

saddest news from Hungarians who are still getting through by various routes from
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Hu.1'1gar3,r. In Foe Street there is a special Russian committee examining the most ‘
e it i A
important people from the Hungarian Government concerning their activities during
the revolution and the rigged trials that are now taking place are only one small
aspect of what is going on. According to my information the official statistics
show that 9,600 people have been arrested in Budapest and this does not include
. - P

anybody in prisons or camps outside Budapest or those who have disappeared. These
are the official figures of ‘those in prison in Budapest and the number of t hose who

have disappeared is said to be higher. As regards those who have disappeared

there are two possibilities according to Russian methods. They"'havé either been
taken to the mines in Russia and will never be heard of again or they have been
hanged. According to estimates -~ and this is not an official figure = approximately

500 people from the prison in Foe Street have been execut.ed without any judieial

proc ess or legal "basis, and execut.ed by the ‘most varied methods
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Seventeen of my own studente are among those who have been executed; they are
from the Barnabas Street and the Revolutionary Councils of the universities, and I
can give the names, _

The number of those executed in Budapest is around 980. Only those who have
become useless for propaganda purposes are executeds Some prisoners are important
because they can still be used for propaganda, and they can have a rigged trial.
Bverything is decided on the basis of how much a person is needed for the purposes

of Communism, L

lire_RODRIGUEZ=FABRUGAT (Uruguay)(interpretation from Spanish): From which
source did you obtain this figure of 980 possible execcutions? Also, where did you

obtain the figure of seventeen students who werc executed? Were thcse poople
cxecuted by the Kadar Government?

WITNESS PPP (interpreotation from Hungarian): As to the figurc of 980 I
Inow thies from Hungerians who have come from Budapest and who had, and still have,
contacts with some of the people who are employed in the lower grades of the prisons,
I do not dare to mention nameos, but some of these low grade employces are roedy to
count the numbers in order to give their names wheneover possible to tho femiliea of
the prisoners, I reccived the information that of my own men students seventcen have

bcen cxecuted.

Mr. RODRIGUREZ-FABREGAT (Uruguay)(interpretation from Spanish): Did theso
cxccutions takec place during the revolution, or afterwards in the Kadar rcgime?

WITNESS PPP (interpretation from Hungarian): The exceutions happened in
;Ianuary. Up till Deccmber the people expected that the United Nations Secretary~
|| Genoral Mr. Hammarskjold, would arrive in Budepost, and they carried on & united
’Egcnoral strike, so the Kadar Government did not have sufficient influence to carry out
certain measures, When the people found that the Secretary=Goneral did not come to
Hungary, although he had a perfect right to visit a member State without invitation,
a terribly desperate mood set in, togcther with a eertain lethargy, and work started
in the factories, and pcople began a passive rosistence. It was at that time that
the Kadar police terror acquired sufficient power to do what thoy wanted, Up till
then only the Russians had had the power, and the ordinances mede by Kadar wore not
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forwardod by the post offiéos of the provineial eitios, and thc provinecial governmsnts1
did not even cerry them out. Nominally the Revolutionary Councils of the individual

towns still hed someo 1mportance but it was only the Russian military command which had

EE'_power.

After éhis, however, the now poriod of what the Kadar group calls consolidation
began and their political organs were again costablished with the hclp, not of
Hungarians, but as is wellw=lnown, of speceial AVH units coming from Czcchoslovakia
for the purnrose. The AVH was re-established in this way with a completcly new
Russian command, and it was this new.AVH'thatﬁmadewphc_eresta. When they cameto

look for me in my apartmont ‘there was still a mixed Russian-Hungeri an group, but after

that the arrests were made by Hungarians, operating at night with radio-oquipped cars,

I cannot say who carried out the executions but they were by Hungarian,
Czechoslovak and Russian units together, I do not know in what proportion. They
were directed by the special committec of the Soviets which had its headquarters in
Budépast, in Foe Street,

Mr, RODRIGUEZw-FABREGAT (Uruguay)(interpretation from Spenish): What
attitude was takon by the leadors of the revolutionary movement to put a brake on the
crowd and to stop the lynchings about which you spoke?

WITNESS PPP (interpretation from Hungarian): During the revolution cvery
onc went through a kind of miradulous transformation which I will try to deseribe
briefly. There were about 100,000 spies and agents of the AVH. - -Tﬁiﬁ was the
number of those people who had beoen compromised by signing documents which worc held
over their hcads so that they should inform the AYHfabout other peoples , I myself
might have contributed involuntarily to the functioning of this dovilish system
beeause I did sometimes give information about somebody, of course not knowing what
it wos all about, This psychological pressure stoppod with the first gunshot, when
everyone said the Russians must leave Hungery, for at that moment everyone folt
psychologically and physically liberated. From that moment we were all comrades in
arms, and this was bascd on a spirit of clean humanitarianism, As you have been
told, it was the crowds themselves who protected tho shops against looting, You
probably know about the collcetion of 100 forints; we put down a box in the morning
asking people to collect 100 forints for those who had died, The box was unguarded,
and in the evening it was collected, and was full,
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One of my friends met an acquaintancc of his who was a well-known petty thicf.
This thief was standing on guard in a jewelry shop and he said "Now I am a Hungarian.
When our freedom is acquired I shall then resume my honourable profession', We
were so carcful that overy street car, every building, every piecc of clothing that
was in our hands belonged to the people and not to the Russiens, We were cxtremely
careful when firing to do as little demago as possible and not to shoot on plant
and industries, on stores and shops. This clean outlook was fostered in the hope
that foreign countrios would recognize Hungary's desire to be neutral and to remain
independent, We knew that if we wanted to form a new country we could not start by
looting and killing, and we wented a lawful state.

It was for that reason that we opposed ‘the killing of the AVH on the street,
we wanted to have them tried before tribunals. I realize now that this was a
great mistake of ours, because this same AVH are now seeking revenge and are committing
tho greatest atrocities, this AVH whom we spareds They know that if "the third act"
as we call it,starts,none of them will remain.alive, ard this is the cause of their
present atrocities,

Mr., RODGRIGUEZ=FABRHGAT (Uruguay)(interpretation from Spanish): I should
like to ask a question of the professor which he need not answer if he does not wish
to do so. What are your political opinions as & professor?

WITNESS €PP: (interpretation from Hungarian): Do you mean the opinions of
oIl the professors?

Iir. RODRIGUEZ~FABREGAT (Uruguay)(interpretation from Spanish): What are
your own political opinions? You are free to answer or not, as you wish,.
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El!ﬁ@éﬁﬁfgg (interpretation from Hungarian): Do you mean my political
opinions as regards the present situation in Hungary or as regards the future of
Hungary? : '

Mr, RODRIGUEZ-FABREGAT (Uruguay)(interpretation from Spanish): I refer
to your personal poiitical opinions. What were your opinions during the revolution?
Did you belong to any political party? Why did you participate in the
revolution? You are a professor and as such you must make certain social
judgments which may differ from those held by others.

WITNESS PPP (interpretation from Hungarian):  When I introduced myself
to the Cammiftee I said that I had never been a member of any party and that I
participated in the revolution really accidentally and by associating myself with
my students, Until that date I had always condemned all revolﬁtioﬁary activities
because I was in favour of evolution rather than revolution. Until Geroe made his
speech, until the first gunfire was heard in front of the radio bﬁilding and until
we saw the first dead lying in the streets we thought we wpgld.try the impossible,
that is, we would try to abolish Communism in Hungary by advdcatihé“progress and
evolution., The first demonstration which took place at the Petoefi memorial
really constituted a kind of Titoist ideology, that is a breaking away from the
Russians and an attempt at evolution in the direction of nationalism. Of course
the final aim was complete independence for Hungary; there is not feally more
than 5 per cent of the population which is Marxist in Hungary today. I am
well acquaiﬁted with Communist ideology; as a university profesé;f I was forced
to attend courses.on Stalinism and ILeninism. It was my humiliation that I
could not attain a more senior post and further my career because.I.could not
give the correct answers during the periodic'examinations on Staliniam and Leninism,
In fact I often said that I was ill in order to avoid attending those courses.
As I said, I know Commnist ideology and I can tell you that it has nothing in
common wiih'Marxism. - The system introduced by the Russians in Hungary was built
entirely on Russian-principles. For instance, we were told that we had to be on
good termh with the representatives who attended Bandung Conference; we were told
that they could be used as Gomnmnists.and that one person could Be play'éd off against
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another. Racial and religious principles were to be based on Communism. Nothing
could differ more from Marxist principles. What was an intelligent man to think?
The Russian system was based purely on ignorance. For instance if my standard of
living was reduced to such an extent that my salary amounted merely to the equivalent
of the cost of four pairs of shoes, and if I was told that this was in my personal
interest, was I, as an intelligent man, supposed to believe this? Such propaganda
could only be believed by the stupid, and I am sure you do not believe it. 80 per
cent of all the students admitted to universities had to consist of people of
working class or peasant origin; the selection committees would only admit those

to the universities,

The CHATRMAN: However interesting this explanation is, and in my
opinion it is extremely interesting, I do suggest that it leads us rather far away
from the point.

Mr, RODRIGUEZ ~FABREGAT (Uruguay)(interpretation from Spanish): I thank
the Chairman for his patience in allowing me to put those questions to the witness.

Now I am really going to confine myself to the problem which interests us and have
only one more question to ask of the witness. Would you have been in favour of
a return to the system which existed at the time of the great landowners?

WIINESS PPP (interpretation from Hungarian):  Not even one per oent
of the people who participated in the revolution wanted to see a return to those
conditions, You are probably acquainted with Hungarian history. Hungary formed
part of the Habsburg Empire, A feudalist system existed for a long time befofe
the revolution of 1848; the ain of that revolution was the abolition of feudalism
and serfdom. Sandor Petoefi and Lajos Kossuth were active in furthering those
aims, The serfs were liberated but the system of large landownership continued
and therefore the land reform which was established in 1945 met with approval from
all political parties. Nobody was in favour of a return to private ownership.
Everybody was in favour of private industry and the maintaining of cottage
industries whereby peasants who owned, and worked, five or ten acres of land
should be permitted to buy more land if they were capable of increasing agricultural
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production thereby, We wanted to model ourselves on the Danish system and to
introduce agricultural co-operatives; we certainly did not want a return to the
former agricultural system. We aimed at establishing a socialist state in which
material equality would exist -~ or at least, where the differences in equality
would not be so great. We often emphasized the fact that if the revolution
should succeed Hungary would become a really model State in terms of the Western
socialist conceptions. In my opinion, the whole world is tending in that

direction.

Mr, RODRIGUEZ-FABREGAT (Uruguay)(interpretation from Spanish): As far
as you know, did any member of the Catholic Church, during or before the revolution,
demand that the large estates which had formerly belonged to the church be returned
to it?

ﬂl?gﬁ$§.ggg (interpretation from Hungarian): If you will permit me to
say so, I believe the representative of Uruguay is probably hinting at the
activities of Cardinal Mindszenty. In fact, all the possessions of all the churches
were confiscated and the church, as such, became entirely dependent on the State.
It-is true that before the war the Catholic Church owned the largest properties but
the Protestant and Jewish Churches also owned some property. The Communist State
confiscated all those properties because it felt that if the ownership of them
lay in other hands the State became dependent on those owners ahd would enable them
to revenge themselves on the State. In fact, the Communists felt that the sword
of Damocles would be hanging over their heads., Thus, the economic oconsequences
were very grave for the ¢ hurch, The wish of the church parishes to regain a
little of their lands was recognized and approved by all but there was no question
of returning the great estates. I spoke to Cardinal Mindszenty two days before
the Russian attack and we discussed these questions., He did not want the return
of the large properties at all. However, the Catholic educational.iﬁstitutiona
had been given the responsibility, under the socialist system, of educating the
children of the poor which had heretofore been financed by inpome received from
church lands. The return of such lands would have given the church sufficient
independence to enable it to coptinue those educational activities, but, as I said,
there was no question of a return to the system of ownership of large estates
which had existed during the pre-war years.
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Mr, RODRIGUEZ-FABREGAT (Uruguay)(interpretation from Spanish): I would
like to say that I was not speaking of the Catholic Church or any particular church
but of an economic principle. I would like to thank the witness very much for
answering my questions and I would like to thank the Chairman for allowing me to put

these questions,

Mr, SLIM (Tunisia)(interpretation from French): I would like to clarify my
understanding of the long statement made by the witness and perhaps he could specify
certain points in more detail,

He spoke to us of the first meeting on the evening of 23 October to which he
was called and at which he prepared the first draft of the Declaration, am I correct
in thinking that it was 22 October that he referred to?

WITNESS PPP (interpretation‘fram Hungarian): Yes, The meeting was held
on the 22nd from two ol!clock in the afternoon until after midnight.

Mr, SLIM (Tunisia)(interpretation from French): The Witness said that
during the discussions that took place on that day there were speakers who demanded
the withdrawal of the Russian troops, Could he give us more details about that?

WITNESS PPP (interpretation from Hungarian): Unfortunately, I did not
know that there would be any need for this and I have not prepared any notes but
from memory I remember it was about 4,30 or five o'clock in the afternoon when the
speakers began to delve more deeply into basic questions. They said, for instance,
"They will not allow English, French or German to be taught in the schools but only
Russian." "The system is never allowed to change basically because they will not
make any concessions., We know their aims because we have rcad them in Lenin's and
Stalinfs books", We realized that the subjects we wanted taught in the schools
would be the most effective opposition to Communism and we realized that was one
reason why they would not make concessions. Therefore, the students said that there
must be basic changes. As long as there were Soviet troops in Hungary they would
never allow free or secret elections. for instance, It would be impossible as of
necessity it has to be merély a form of play acting.
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It was from such deductions as this that the students came to the basic question,
namely, the ensuring of human rights and Hungarian independence, They were the basic
things but as long as there were Russian troops in Hungary there would be no freedom
of speech, no freedom of religion and no freedom for the individual, For instance,
law, in the real sense of the word, did not exist, as anyone could be arrested at
any time without any reason, From 4.30 to 7,30 as long as I was there these basic
questions were thoroughly discussed.

This free discussion by the students naturally did not go unopposed, Janos
Simon, the university Party secretary, and Mrs.Orban, the Communist agitator who was
the wife of the Deputy Minister of Education, both spoke against this, and also the
Communist rector of the university, Laszlo Gabor. However, the students were not to
be stopped and with cat-calls, hisses and boos they drove these people from the
microphone, I should say that these three attempts were the only ones made during
the whole twelve hours of this meeting.

Mr, SLIM (Tunisia)(interpretation from French): Does the witness believe
that this idea that all Russians should be withdrawn which started on the eve of
the 23rd caused the reaction of more troops being brought into Budapest on the 23rd?

WITNESS PPP (interpretation from Hungarian): I have in my possession a
piece of information according to which no one expected the revolution except the
Russians. This information is as follows: the students who finished school the
year before were forced into the army for a few months to take engineering training
courses, They reported for active duty at Budapest on 1 October and their training
was to be at Budapest., When the university students started to take part in political
activities increasingly in the middle of October I think it is probable that the
Government realized the students were becoming unreliable although up to that time
the Government considered that its greatest support came from the students, As I
have mentioned -before 80 per cent of them were the children of workers and peasants
and appeared to be Communists, Before 22 October these newly formed students! groups
in the army were taken out of Budapest and the barracks were left empty. On
26 October, in the evening, these boys arrived back from Erosi which is south of
- Budapest having léft their improvised quarters., They said they had been kept under
lock and key the whole time but on hearing of the events they broke out and came to
Budapest to the Technical University to join the other students. This seems to prove
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that the Ruesians Imew something was going to happen and in my opinion this was
probably Geroe'!s speech. . If their enemies are unknown to them there usual method
of finding out who they are is to provoke them and presumably this is what Geroels
speech was designed to do although he could never have visualised that 98 per cent
of the people would prove themselves to be enemies of Communism, It is for this
reason that we believe the unreliable Hungarian troops had already been taken away
from Budapest. I am not a soldier and I do not know what kind of units they were
but I heard from military experts that Russian troops had already been prepared and
were under orders which had cancelled all lcaves several days before the events of

23 October, This may, of course, have been a continuous situation — I cannot judge
that — but it is conceivable that these arrangements were made because they expected

trouble,

Mr, SLIM (Tunisia)(interpretation from French): When the witneas spoke of
7..bs that took place just before Geroe's speech he described a campletely

peaceful demonstration then he said that the pacifist feeling of the crowd was

suddenly transformed into a revolt, In his opinion was it really Geroe'!s speech

that caused this transformation in the mood of the people?

WITNESS PPP (interpretation from Hungarian): My conviction is that it
was Geroe!s speech which caused their final bitterness to explode because on the
whole after the demonstration in front of the Bem statue the workers went through
Budapest with flags and demanded that Imre Nagy should be put into the Government,
that Russian troops should be withdrawn from Hungary, ﬁﬁd Soviet and Hungarian friendship
on the basis of equality, However, during Geroe!s speech people either went home as
I did or as there were many people still on the streets they listened to the speech
from radios which had been placed by the people on their window sills. After Geroe's
speech suddenly everyone started crying out "Down with Geroe", "Death to Geroe",
uLet us go to the radio building", "Let us go to the Stalin statue", and that is when
the revolutionarv feeling started. Up to that time people thought they had started
a process. of development against oppression and towards independence but it was obvious

that Geroe wanted to retain this oppression and the people were against it.
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Thé CHAIRMAN: There are no .f._‘urther questions and we thank you once more

for your interesting answers,

WLITNESS PPP (interpretation from Hungarian): If the Chairman permits

I would like to make a request. The inegalities and arrests I have mentioned are
still going on today in Hungary. The deportations have started again. They are
not now deporting people they arrest in the streets but they are going from house to
house and the leaders of the revolution or people who worked for the revolution who
are outside Hungary have relatives who are being deported, I would like to ask
the Chairmman to try to do what he can in his capacity as Chairman of this Committee
te stop these deportations and arrests pending the presentation of ‘bhe Gonﬁnitteels
Report to the General Assembly. This intervention should be made not 4n Hungary
but in Moscow because Budapest cannot do anything independently but can onlyact on
orders from Moscow, Thank you very much, Sl

The CHAIRMAN: Thank you
Witness PPP withdrew.
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At the invitation of the Chairman, Witness RRR took a place at the Committee

B e —————————

table.

The CHAIRMAN: On behalf of the Committee I bid you welcome. L

understand you wish to remain anonymous and I ask you to begin your statement,

WITNESS RRR (interpretation from Hungarian): In the first place :
would like to say a few words about the tactics of the Hungariah Communist Party
from 1945 to 1 January 1948, and in the period fram then until 1953, I was a
member of the Commnist Party in Hungary from 1938, and as a member on an illegal
basis of the thirteenth district Communist Party worked under the aegis of the
Social Democratic Party., Later I worked in the left-wing of the Social Democratie
Party which was fused with the Communist Party in 1948. I was also a full member
of the Commnist Party itself. On 17 January 1945 Zoltan Vas appeared at the
Party headquarters of the thirteenth district and took up collections with the
thirteenth district party organization and myself in order to organize that party
district further. I later received another post, becoming a director of the
Celsius Thermometer Factory. It was through this post that I carried out other
party duties, amongst them the duty of trying to win over the industrial workers
to the spirit and aims of the Communist Farty. The party used as their tactics
in their first years land reform for the purpose of gaining hold of the peasants.
They tried to win over the industrial workers by the hope of owning the means of
production and thereby guaranteeing to them a higher standard of living than that
prevailing in 1938, This programme had of course a strong appeal at that time and
gained a considerable following. The nationalization of the banks and of heavy
industry generally was approved by the workers, as nationalization had already
occurred in western capitalist countries. Iater on the nationalization of the
smaller industries was begun, and this did not create any great opposition on the
part of the workers, but in 1949 certain other kinds of industries were nationalized.
For example, after I left the party I myself established a small industry in which
only my wife and one apprentice worked, but even that was nationalized. I know
that this was really a reprisal for my having left the party.

In the period from 1948 to 1953 the trend of the direction in the party was

to force the workers to greater effort and higher production through lower wages,
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A1l the workefs were of course opposed to this. In connection with this idea
the motto of the party was that in a socialist society there is no place for
a workers' aristocracy.

I and many other former Communists did not of course agree any longer with
this type of thinking, and we started opposing it vigorously. Naturally, in the
social structure which was forming between 1948 and 1953, nothing very much could
be said aloud, and even the most intimate conversations were reported to the
leadership of the party.

I would like to say a little now about the 1947 election, I was secretary
of the third sub-district of the twelfth district of Budapest, prepared the
elections and was in charge of them. In the middle of the election campaign
I received certain party instructions with which I did not agree. I expressed my
opinion to some of the high officials of the party and was subsequently called
in to the famous personnel department, of which Kadar was then the head., He
told me that I should be concerned first of all with party discipline, and that
if I did not like it I must take the consequences, I continued to participate in
the election campaign until the day before the election. At that time I was not
a Hungarian citizen and knew I could not vote, the Hungarian authorities had not
given me the right to vote., However,a party delegation came to me at midnight
with a document, and I was told that if I signed it I would become a Hungarian
citizen in half an hour and would receive the right to vote, As many things
displeased me and I had certain principles, I replied that I would not change my
nationality at that stage, and that as a foreigner I could carry out many
services in the interestsof socialism. After considerable discussion they
retired, but at 4 a.m, they came to me again with the order that an hour later,
at 5 a.m., I should report to a meeting of the party headquarters of the twelfth
district, where several people would be given pieces of blue paper with which
they could vote in the provinces. I refused so far as I was concerned, because
it was incompatible with my principles. My principle, so far as the election
was concerned, was that I should represent the party and try to secure the best
results for it through Communist methods, Naturally, my action in refusing to
go to the provinces and vote brought about certain consequences and I did not go
unpunished; I received several reprimands, and it was only thanks to my connections
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with Istvan Kosa and Zoltan Vas, and through their personal intervention, that I was
able to continue without being formally accused. Accordingly I was forgiven for

not wanting to participate on a false basis with these blue papers in the election.

Tt was by means of 40,000 to 50,000 such falsified retums bhat the Communist Party

was able to obtain power.

On 24 October 1947 I returned my party card with an explanation in a registered
letter to ﬁakosi, saying "Having looked into my conscience, and studied the
disciplinary measures of the party, I have come to the conclusion that my place is
not among the members of the Hunzarian Communist Party."
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That is the ond of this part of my statement and I should now like to be allowed
to describe tho events of the first days of the revolution and especially the period
27 October to 4 November. :

Despite continuous Soviet propaganda, this was a rovolution and not a counterw
revolution or the plwndering of Fascist bandits. This is proved by the fact that
the Hungarian revolution was not planned from the outside by foreigners because if
that hod been the case much greater results would have been achieved and thore would
not have beon so many independent actions but we would have been able to act in a
much more organized manner, It is truc thot everything started in front of the radio
building and I was therc when the first shots were fireds, Therc wore some answering
shots from army people when the bodies of the first martyrs of the revolution wore
already covered by tricolour flags. It was then wo wont to get arms and got some
from the police and the army =- arms that wore necessary to hold in check the AVH
pecople who were in the building,

In the early morning of 24 October wo saw the first Russian army vehiclos and
armoured cars and roalized that it was o question not only of dofoating tho AVH but
of achieving a much difficult victory. During the first days we suffered sevore
losses but we also inflicted losses on the Russian troops. Several tanks and
armourcd cars were destroyed around the Nationel Thoatre in Rakoezy Street, and in
other parts of the outskirts of Budapest. We did not sco the political situation
clea;ly after Imre Nagy's speoch of 24 October and we did not know who had called in
- the Russian troops. At that timeo people wore cursing Nagy for having called tham in
and said the someé thing was happening as in 1848, that the Russians were coming to
oppréss us, All calls by the Govornment to lay down arms were rcceived with great
indignation and wore not obeyed,

On 26 October I went to the corncr of Rakoczy Street ond Muzeum Street whore I
heard about Russian tanks coming over to our side, When I roached that place I
rcalized that this news was true and tho Russian tanks roclly did carry Hungarian
colours and were full of Hungarian youths, workers, girls and students who were
singing the Kossuth song and the national anthem, When we askod the Russian soldiers
whot was happening they sald: "We can now sec that we are not fighting against
bandits; wo sece that the people aro out in the streots cnd that we arc fighting
tgainst the people, We do not want to fight against you," I do not know how
sincerc this wag =- porhnpé thoy had just run out of ammunition == but this is what
thoy said to us and they too tried to sing the Kossuth song with us, They asked
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where thoy should go next and we said we would a1 go to tho front of tho Parlicment
Building. Tho four Russian army vohicles stericd off cnd the crowd tricd to get on
to other trucks as well, and all togother we went towerds Parliamant.through Muzeun
Street,and Bcjcsi-Zsilinsiky Streot, where tearful pcople weroe grecting us and
celebrating with new flagse

That is how wo rcached the squarc in frornt of Parlicment, We wanted to specak
with the Go#ernmont, and thon came the sncck attack by the AVH from tho top of the
Ministry of Agriculture which I am surc you know about and which will go down in
Hungarian history os the fateful battle of Parlicment Square. I can doelere on
oath thot we went thore without & single weapon; we wanted to avoid any possibility
of provocation. Unarmed women, workers and others died thore and I belicve the
rooson T remaircd alive when othors around me died is that I still have certain
accounts to scttlo,

On 29 October 1956 thc Union of Ironmongers took & rosolution and appointed a
dclegation, of which I was a mamber to go to Porliomont and ask Imre Nagy what theo
position of the Govermmont wase The position of tlo Govermment was axccrtained by us
through personal conversction with Imrc Nogy, Zoltan Tildy and othar statesmen. They
clarificd the situation amd told us that on the 27th Imro Nogy was freed from tho comtio.
of the AVH and thatlonly from that date was he responsiblc himsclf for his doecisions,
My instructions and thosc of the rost of the delogation werc that, if we reccived the
NCCOSSary assurances from the Govornment that thoy were supporting the derands of the
Fungarian poople and of the workcers, wc should support the Governmont. I woent
several timos to Parliament and after thesc ncgotictions and continuous contact with
dolegates from other industrics wo decided on 1 November that we would do everyshing
possible to strengthen the position of thc Govermment in internal ond external affairs
end that for this reason it was cbsolutely necessary to ond the strike. We wero
told that the maintenance of this strikc wos ageinst our own interests and would only
help the Russians both politically and militarily because our own military position
was weakened if our essential industries did not function fully and thc other
industries did not function at all, and politically what could happen wes that the
Russions would appcar to heve & legal basis for fresh intervention, arguing that if
the industrial workers were striking agoinst the Governmont the workcrs must be
egainst the policy of thoe Government. That is why we made an appeal to the workers
of which I was onc of tho drafters. It was read over the radio and appbarod in tho
press and I would like to reéd it to you now. |
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"Miners, industrial workers, cormmunicctions workers and intellectual workers:
The declegatos from the large industries of Budapest have hnd meotings and ncgotiations
in Porlioment with members of the Government cbout the withdrawal of Russian troops,
the present situation of the country eénd the rosumption of normal work. The
Government has completcly cccopted the main points of our demands. It hos asked
tho General Asserbly of the Unitod Notions to cxomino the militzry intorvention of
the Sovict Union and the situation created by thot intervention. It has denounced
tho Warsaw Pact., It has procleimed the neutrality of Hungory and has asked that the
four groot powers, namely the Soviet Union, the United Stntes of America, Grect
Britain and Franco, should guarentec this. It has announced that it will without
delay stort preparations for free and secret eloctionse

"The eoconomic situation of the country mckes it ovident to the delegetions that
a continuance of the strike would mean a complete stoppage of cny kind of economic
life in Hungery and would undermine tho achiovemonts of the rewvolution.
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"The delegates, however, saw also that they would give strength to the Hungarian
Government if work were started again, and that the resumption of work would be
fully justified in view of the assurances given by the Government.

"Oyr public life is endangered by the strike, our Supply of electricity and of
essential foodstuffs is threatened. The situation of the wounded freedom fighters
is serious and it is with a deep sense of re¢sponsibility towards ous country and
our revolution that we decided that work in cvrezy sphere should he started again,
and we are asking all the workers of the country to respond to our appeal to start
work again'.

This appeal was signed by the revolutiovnary committee of the workers and was
counter-signed by Maleter,the Defence Minister, and this was done at my request
because his name was so trustworthy from the point of view of the revolution. I
knew that if I went back to the industries ond plants I represented they would surely
agree that the resumption of work was absolutely necessary if Maleter!s signature
appeared on the appeal.

I had several experiences in Parliament, such as my talk with Zoltan Tildy.

He told me that he had only been there for a few days but had not slept for four
days., He said he only asked that God should give him strength sufficient to lead
the country out of the situation which right prove to be the most grave in the
'history of Hungary. He said he would resi:n from all his offices in public life,
and retire, so that it should not be said later that he had entered into the
revolution in order to secure his own advancement. He said he wanted to retire
into private life and educate his grandchil iren.

I also had several conversations with ZJoltan Vas. I learned from him what
an uneconomic and disadvantageous relationship existed between the Soviet Union and
Hungary. I also learned from him the true value of Hungary!s uraniua ore, which
the leaders of the present regime have triel to minimise; the latesi press reports
say the Soviet Union wants to invest a huge sum in the exploitation of Hungarian
uranium ore and to take the whole of its production. I was told in Parliament, and
also given certain chemical data, showing tl.at Hungary's reflned uranlum was far

e i, RIS . i

superior to the uranium of the Belgian Congu. Thls was 1ndeed a very strlklng
————— s

piece of information for us, and it confirred what Ipre Nagy said in my presence

—

that it would have been better if this uranium ore had been dlscovered later,
_—.‘-__-,..———-—-_l——-.__ E—— vﬁwmﬂ" SE—————
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because a satisfactory outcome of the situation with the Soviet Union would be made
much more difficult _by_the existenniﬁof ‘this ore, =
‘I should like to say a 11ttle’§b$£z th;a;elatlonahlp between the peasants and
the Government and their role in the revolution, why they were not more active.
The peasants had their own task, and their own battle to fight. They had to face
the trials of the production collectives, and general collectivization that had
been going on for years. They did not want to go on in this way, and in addition
to trying to dissolve these collectives, their other principal task during the
revolution was to help the fighters with food supplies. In addition to these two
objects, they had some armed battles in which they participated, but these were not
of the same significance as the battles of the industrial workers,
One village after another sent food supplies by truck without accepting any

payment. These supplies were distributed to hospitals as well as to private houses
and anybody who had the need. Many such food shipments were taken away by the
Russians together with the cars which held them and in many cases these cars were
never returned to the Hungarians.

I was an eye-witness of the dissolution of one of the collectives, and I saw
the happiness of the peasants when finally they could plant what they wanted and
what they found most appropriate and would not have to obey orders from above.
They were all sure they would be able to achieve higher productivity, and there
would not be the same decline in agriculture as during forced collectivization.

I spoke to peasants who were small landowners who told me that often their hearts
had bled when they had received orders from above that they must plant certain
crops and do certain agricultural operations at certain times which were not the
right times and would result in smaller production. Anyone who did not execute
these orders was immediately accused of being an imperialist agent, a Kulak,

or of Kulak origin and against the people!s democracy. Many of them therefore
contrary to their better judgment had to satisfy the orders coming from above and
the latter never took any account of the situation of the land and the climate,
but regarded agriculture only globally. The peasantry at this time when it was
trying to dissolve the forced collectives, opposed the Soviet orders, and stood

in its entirety on the side of the revolution.
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I should like to say a word about the role of Kadar and his clique. I met
Kadar in 1947 when he took disciplinary action against me several times. One
could see at that time that even though he was most careful to camouflage it, he
had a great deal of arbitrary will-power, though he carried out orders in a most
servile way. His part in tﬁe events of October and November was important for
the Soviets and it became desirable to groom him for an executive role in.public life.
We all know that Kadar himself was a victim of Rakosi's regime, and he himself was
in prison, and suffered a good deal. Nevertheless his whole conception of life
was closely linked with the dictatorial system; he was opposed to any conception
of public life which would have led to any kind of democratization of institutions,
so he used and enforced dictatorial methods against the true interests of the

people.
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On 27 October the so-called "Suslov meetings" took place which led to meetings
between Kadar and Imre Nagy. I am able to give you an a ccount of those meetings.,
Suslov first of all asked Kadar for his opinion of Nagy!s policies, Kadar answered
that Nagy was an opportunist and was dangerous from the point of view of a
proletarian dictatorship and was not therefore unfit to assume leadership. However
in view of the mood of the revolution at that time, it was necessary, from Kadar's
point of view, that Nagy should continue at the head of the Governﬁent for a short
while,  Subsequently, Suslov held meetings with Imre Nagy during which he asked
for assurances that the Government poliey would be kept in line with Soviet pollcy
and would be penneated with feelings of frlendshlp for the Soviet Union, 'Nagy
answered that he and the Government felt that it was the peoplels wish — and he,
Nagy, represented the people — that friendly r elations between Hungary and the
Soviet Union should be maintained but that Hungary should isolate itself slightly
from the Soviet Union and open the door to the West. In short, Nagy felt that if
friendly relations were established with other countries he would be serving the
cause of peace and also benefiting the Soviet Union thereby. Suslov was dissatisfied
with that statement and expressed his doubts by saying: "Wil% nq? the Rightist elements
which eame to the fore during the revolution destroy the Government of the people?".
Nagy answered that this was liable to happen during all revolutions — he quoted
the revolution of 1917 in Russia as an example — and admitted the existence of
certain exaggeratedly extreme elememts, In this connexion he did mention several
anarchist groups, the activities of which were unavoidable during a revolution.
However he was ready to state, on the basis of conversations which he had had with
workers! delegations, that every stratum of the population ~— ineluding the workers —
was prepared to accept him and to consider him as their leader. He contigued by
saying that his political beliefs were well-known to Comrade Suslov and that he felt
himself in the position of being able to stabilize the situation. On 27 October
Suslov had another meeting with Kadar whom he informed that in his opinion -- and he
intended to let that opinion be known to the members of the Central Communist Party ——
the time would shortly come when it would be necessary to adopt a more rigid policy.
It was also his opinion that Nagy was unfit to pursue such a poliey; the role of

Kadar would therefore become very important, Suslov then asked Kadar to prepare
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himself for that role, Those talks could be considered as a preliminary basis
for the events which took place on 4 November. It was my opinion, which was shared
by Maleter, Bela Kiraly and other responsible statesmen including Imre Nagy, that
the attack made by the Soviets on 4 November was premature. They were not
sufficiently organized for such an attack —— why therefore did they do it so soon?
I think that our appeal to the workers to resume work on 5 November precipitated the
attack, If the Soviets had intervened when work had already been r esumed, when the
factories had resumed the normal pace of production and when communications had been
re-established, then their political position would have been very much weaker. The
Hungarian military command, knowing that the Soviets were not fully prepared
from a military point of view to intervene on 4 November, were taken unawares. You
may know that when the Russians attacked on the 4th the tanks were well in advance of
the infantry because the latter had not had time to reach the tanks. If the infantry
had been able to attack at the same time as the tanks the Hungarian revolution could
have been subdued in one day. That was the opinion of all the military strategists,
and although I am not one, I agree. The Russians knew that it was a race between
themselves and the Hungarians and for this reason they were prepared to face greater
losses by starting their attack in the early hours of 4 November before work had
already recommenced. In fact, Kadar had not yet delivered his famous speech
and it would seem that he also was taken unawares by the Soviet attack otherwise he
would have proclaimed the existence of his Government before the Russians intervened.,
I refer now to my personal experiences on 4 November. I was not in Parliament
that day but at home, After the first gunfire had started I took my family to the
cellar, said goodbye to them, and joined my fighting unit, which I had organized and
which was stationed in the fourteenth district. We then tried to delay the Soviet
advance. There were two lines of Soviet armed units and I am afraid we were not very
successful in impeding their advance, We did not have sufficient weapons; we only had
some light arms, hand grenades and a few Molotov cocktails. With these we succeeded
in destroying four armed vehicles in Egressy Street and near Bosnyak Place., We were
‘able to establish our headquarters in a school in Szazados Street and held Kerepesi
Street under fire, The school was completely destroyed and we had to retreat,
syffering heavy losses. We gradually infiltrated in Bosnyak Place and after some
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fighting we penetrated farther into the city. On 7 November we arrived at the
medical institute of the university and from there we engaged in fighting with the
Soviet armed cars, tanks and the infantry who, by that.'time, had reached the armoured
units. We ¢ aptured two truck loads of ammunition and a light cannon; with those

weapons we continued to fight and inflict losses on the enemy.
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I should like to say a few words in connection with the .VH.to explain the
organization of the AVH from the political point of view and how they functioned
financially.

The personnel department of the AVH hired certain very reliable people who
were carefully screened not only by the Hungarians but also by the NKVD of the
Soviet. Without this special Soviet screening nobody could be employed in a
confidential position in the AVH, You probably already know that the AVH troops
that had special assignments that were in fact —- I can state it clearly — highway
murderers received a much higher salary than the other AVH people., You may be
jnterested to know how this increased salary was paid in practice. All officers
and men in this Speﬁial unit received the same salary slip as the others but from
a secret fund they received approximately five or six times more as a bonus. You
may like to know where this finance came from. I have certain information from
the AVH about their bookkeeping and for bookkeeping purposes this extra expenditure
was put down under the heading of construction of new buildings or the furnishing
of buildings and of course this was all done on the basis of falsified invoices.
The amounts that consequently became available were managed by a triumvirate
of AVH people and were dealt with confidentially by separate bookkeeping methods.
It was on the basis of decisions taken by this triumvirate that the special group:
of personnel received their bonuses,

I should now like to say a word about the role of General Pal Maleter.

It was the Nagy Government strongly controlled by the AVH that sent Maleter to

the Kilian barracks, As an active officer of the army Maleter received an order
not from Nagy but from the AVH and this order said that as there were bandits
engaged in looting around the barracks these bandits should be killed. In good
faith Maleter took this order at its face value and it was only after two days

that he realized there was no question of looting bandits as the jewellery shops
although the windows were admittedly broken were untouched. It came to his knowledge
that no looting was being carried on in the city but that he was faced here with

a popular revolution and uprising and through his conversations with the Corvin
group they informed him of the political basis and the aims of the revolution,.
Maleter then went over to the side of the revolution and he led one of the heaviest
battles against Soviet tanks.
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You may ask, why was he sent to the military negotiations with the Russians?
On 1 November 1956 he was not yet officially Minister of Defence, simply a deputy
Minister, but in practice he was already the Minister of Defence. The Government
had complete confidence in him and we, the workers! delegates andwarmed
revolutionary units,were also recommending him for this role, therefore the
Government sent him to these negotiations., /fs one of the statesmen eaiﬂ to me
"We do not want to send an officer of the General Staff as we might ha#e the
disagreeable surprise of discovering that contrary to the intentions of the .
Government and in the name of the Government he had traitorously concluded an
alliance with the Soviet General Staff." This is the explanation of why Maleter
as Minister of Defence went to these military negotiations and tried to come to
a military agreement, an agreement, as /ntropov said to Imre Nagy, that was
related only to the security of Soviet troops during the withdrawal and which
had no political significance at all, As Antropov further explained the Russian
Government wanted to act only in the spirit of their declaration of 30 October
and it was only in view of negotiations as to technical details and in the interests
of safeguarding Soviet prestige that a technical discussion was necessary at all,
it that moment it seemed that the politics of Imre Nagy would be crowned with
success in so far as these military negotiations took place and that consequently
the danger that the Soviet would not accept the revolution would disappear. It was
therefore very reassuring, as Imre Nagy himself said, that matters were going this
way and it seemed possible that the greatest danger to Hungary would be removed.

I have finished what I wanted to say and I would like to thank you for

listening to me.

The CHAIRMAN: I thank you very much for your statement. I would like to

ask you a few questions as to the falsification of the election results in 1947.
I would like to ask you whether a person with a blue card could vote as many times

as he wished in different districts?

W ITNESS RRR (interpretation from Hungarian): At the 1947 elections
if a person had a blue card he could vote only once. However, this did not mean

anything as you could have thirty-two blue cards. During the course of one day,
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from eight o'clock in the morming to eight o'clock in the evening, you could get

a number of cards and I know several people who did,

The CHAIRMAN: You mentioned the figure of 40,000 to 50,000; I do not
know exactly whether you meent that 40,000 to 50,000 blue cards were distributed.

WwITNESS RRR (interpretation from Hungarian): Yes. This means that
there were so many false votes, At that time differences arose through this
between the Social Democratic Party and the Communist Party and between Rajk
and Istvan Riesz. Riesz sharply criticized these excesses and Rajk supported
them. Rajk came out very strongly in favour of protecting those people who were
accused by the other parties of having voted at several places with these blue
cards. Rakosi tried to persuade the Soc.al Democratic Party and the Communist
Party to settle this matter and come to an agreement,

The CHAIRMAN: How could you know that the figure of false wotes was
about 40,000 to 50,0007 ‘

. ITNESS RRR (interpretation from Hungarian): My data is derived in this.
way, I in my district would have been able to vote with thirty blue cards and
apart from that people were going by truck to other districts and from )
there they were taken further on., In my own distriet there were several people who
had these cards and through my contacts and connections in the party I knew of
such procedures in different districts of Budapest. There were people who
approved of this cynically and there were others, like myself, who were zgainst
it, I know from my own knowledge of several districts how many people participated
in this operation, The senior people in the Hungarian Communist Party often
said to me "Yes, your calculations are right but this is one way of battling
and it does belong to the materialistic dialectics of how we should understand
elections. In a battle of this nature one should not look at the type of arms

one uses for victory."
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The CHAIRMAN: Thank you. As the Rapporteur would like to have a
discussion on the business of the Committee we cannot proceed any further

today, but as I think there will be some questions, at least with regard to

Suslov's, Kadar's and Nagy's conversations, I would ask whether you can appear

again before the Committee tomorrow, Tuesday, at 10 a.m.

WITNESS RRR (interpretafion from Hungarian): Yes, I can come because
the reason for my coming to Geneva and to your Committee is, by telling the
truth, to be able to make propaganda for the Hungarian people ——- but by telling
the truth.

The CHAIRMAN: Thank you. We will see you again tomorrow morning.
Witness RRR withdrew.

The meeting rose at 12,50 p.m.



