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of nearly two decades in Kalnberzin's secreteriat and his

~accomplice in all measures taken to suppress nationalist

deviations within the Party ranks as well as among the
Population at large. ;

In the context of the series of Party-State changes
during the past year, the Latvian reorganization is parti-
cularly significant because it involved, for the first time,
a candidate member of the Presidium. Together with two
other Republican party secretaries;é Kllezurov (BeloRussia),
and .V, Mzhavanadze, Kalnberzin was rewarded at the June 1957
Plenum with a promotion to candidate sti2tus in the Presidium
for his support of Khrushchev in- the struggle in the Cen-
tral Committee against the anti Party group. This advance-
ment to the top of the Party hierarchy, however, has pro-

'videg no immunity from fsiticism, At both the December
9

19587 and the July 195 Plenary sessions, the First sec-
retary made uncomplementary remarks concerning shortcomings
in Latvian agriculture, particularly with respect to inade-
quate increase in livestock numbers, insufficient utiliza—
tion of corn as fodder and an impermissible expamsion of
officials dealing with agricultural problems. In no case,
however, did Khrushchev's sarcasm exceed the bounds of his i
normal candid comments; far more revealing was the servile
tone employed by Kalnberzin in his protestations and pled~
ges 10 redress the errors "pointed out by Comrade Khrush-
chev"ll In particular, the following plea for help in
handling the First secretary's favorite produce reveals

the relationship between the Party leader and his obse-
quious subordinatesl :

"Nikita Sergeevich, I have one request from you, I
would ask that you dispatch into our republic for a
couple of weeks your remarkable assistantl3 who hes
already helped many even beyond the borders of our
country to grow corn, so that he could help us in Lat-
via, and I am convinced that his rich experience would
give us very much,"

'In the light of the general agricultural production
increases in Latvia since 1953,14 however, there- seems to

8 See listing of names of CC members in Istoria KPSS, Moscow
1959, p. 655; all present and full members of the Presidium
except Voroshilov and all candidates except Pervukhin are given,

9 Pravda, 16 December 1958,

10 Pravda, 2 July 1959; see Farm Fact ang Fancy, Background
- Information, 3 July 1959, :

11 see Steﬁographic Report of December 1958 Plenum, Moscow
1959, pp. 148 ff,

12 Tbid., p: 151.

13 There is no evidence of the identity of this anonymous
bersonality, perhaps A, Shevchenko,

14 see . Osteuropa, #6, 1959
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be little reason to attribute unsatisfactory performance in this
‘sector as the primary cause of Kalnberzin's upward ouster. The
documentation available of the criticism of Latvian localism in
ipdustry certainly carries considerably more weight. Thus, on

18 August, a Pravda report complained that the Buro of the Latvian
CC had twice ordered a plant to "produce only items which remain
in the Iatvian republic"l5. About the same time, an article by
V. Latsis, the recently resigned Chairman of the Council of Mini-
sters, provided the reasons for the unexplained dismissal of one
of his deputies, E. Berklavs a mcnth earlier.1l6 The errors of the
latter,” as in the case cited above, involved not only support
for increased investments for projects nin the light and food in-
~ dustry, the products of which must be consumed largely within the
republic*; in addition Berklavs was accused by Iatsis of having
opposed the priority of heavy industry in the Latvian economy =
i.e., opposition to inoreasing facilities for railroad car and
diesel planis in the Republic. To the veteran head of the Latvian

government this attitude

wgignified nothing but a deasire for autarchy, national ex-
clusiveness and isolation; the adoption (of these ideas) -
~would have narmed all state interests."

The angry accusations directed towards Berklav's economic
deviations by Iatsis must be read in conjunction with lthe former's
appeal for more Tatvians to join the Communist Party earlier this

~ yeat.

"Why are many of these best, diligent and educated
people not in the Komsomol or - "the Party? Perhaps, I would
say, there is something you do not like about our daily
round? Perhaps you feel a1l kinds of doubts about the short-
comings in our life or in the past? Perhaps you imagine that
gome of us do not come up to +he Leninist type of leader?
gince our conversations were completely candid, I used to
receive the following reply in every -caset ‘'yes, that was
why I refrained from seeking the way into the Party, or into
the Komsomol's. The Party admits that there are shortcomings
but there are also tremendous achievements. Does not the
Party fight against shortcomings? Do you not believe that
it is possible to do away with shortcomings? Do you want $o=
look on from the side~lines? How much longer?

klthough there is, as yet, no evidence that "Comrade Berklavs"
has been expelled from the Party for his sins, the response to
his exhortation for increased Party membership for Latvians has
been made inevitable by his disgrace. Completing the bill of parti-
culars against Berklav in September, the new 1st secretary, A
_ Pglshe18, identified some of Berklav's supporters, the veteran
tpade unionist T. Pinksis and the youthfu P. Izerve, director

1589e below P. 1., :
16Partinaya Zhizn, No. 16, 1959; see below p. 2.

17Tpagomju Jaiinate, 27 February 1959; see also"Party Recruit-
ment Problems in Latvia", Background Information, 25 March 1959.

1-81{01111111111131: of Soviet Latvia, see below, D. T
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of the Republic: Institute of Ecoﬁomics, and also introduced clearlsy
- 1deological and nationality issues into the economioc controversy.
Transforming objective reasoning’ into subjective opposition to
an extremely sensitive labor recruitment policy which had consig-
tently assigned Russian and Ukrainian workers to Latvia and sent
Latvian "volunteers" to Kazakhstan, Pelshe labelled such intra-

Party resistance to all national interests as "harmful angd poli-
tically dangerous",

The combination of known and unknown political, ideological
- and economic factors in the Latvian equation precludes the possi-
bility of any simple interpretive solution. The relatively in-
significant industrial weight of the tiny Baltic republic sug-
gests, moreoever, that the erroneous economic program which was
"defeated" gt the planning stage played only a secondary role
in the shifts of the top Party-State leadership. As the only
really new element in the situation, however, the economic pPro-
blems which are the direct result of Ehrushchev's reforms have
. ‘indoubtedly placed an additional burden on those responsible for
‘Iéxecuting Khruahchev's directives in a republic where "national-
*ism" has not been eradicated - in the Party or the people -
either through the Stalinist stick or the Khrushchevian carrot.
For Kalnberzin and Latsis the task of continuing the implacable
struggle under even more complex conditions may have become too
great; their successors, trained in the same tradition of employ-
ing all the necessary pressures to supplement persuasion will
Scarcely be less loyal to Moscow. For their long years of faith-~
ful service to the Kremlin, Kalnberzin and Latsis have, despite
their unfinished work, been rewarded with honorable retirement -
for the time being at leasts; Pleshe and Pelve, their comrades in
betrayal of their own people, now assume the thankless task
and the inglorious traditions of - serving foreign masters.

hr
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By Vi. Latsis
Partinaya Zhizn
FT6, 195 9

«».Unfortunately, leading officials were found among
us who attempted to turn the development of the republic
from the correct road and to lead it® toward national ex-
clusiveness and isolation. For instance, during the dis-
cussion of the draft Seven-Year Plan, “ormer Deputy Chairman
Berklav of the Council of Ministers Latvian SSR openly spoke
against the general party line, which is directed at develop-
ment of heavy industry. He persistently demanded re jection
of enlargement of the railroad car building and diesel build-
~ ing plants in Latvia and demanded increased capital invest-
Wents in the light and food industry, the products of which
must be consumed largely within the republic,

In essence, these proposals signified nothing but a
desire for autarky and national exclusiveness and isolation,
and adoption of them would have harmed all-state interests
and also the interests of the Latvian people, would have led *
10 a breach of the economic ties of Latvia with other re-
Publics and to a restraint of -development of its productive
forces. But the Latvian Central Committee gave the proper
rebuff to these manifestations,...

There are still substantial shortcomings in the work
of local soviets. Executive committees insufficiently check
the financial and economic activities of organizations sub-
~ ordinated to them, do not fully use the rights granted them
in their practical activities, poorly analyze unused reserves,
.and frequently turn to superior agencies concerning problems
which they can solve themselves, thus dragging out their de-
Wision. The ~ouncil of Ministers Latvian SéR is eliminating
these shortcomings. Certain departmental instructions which
should have been reviewed long ago sometimes restrict the in-
itiative of local soviets.

The aspiration of republic organizations at times to
Present the "inferiors" with completely’ prepared decisions
and to dictate measures from above without studying local
conditions also hinders the devel opment of initiative by
rayon soviets. TFor example, consider the planning of develop-

ment of sovkhoz production., The republic ministry of agri-
culture demands that the production plans compiled by sovk-
hozes be presented to it with the visa of rayon organizations.
Rayon executive committees attentively examine the plans and,
considering local capabilities, together with sovkhoz lead-
eérs outline ways for ralsing the profitability of sovkhozes,






By Ya., Libet
Sovetskaya Latviya
14 August 1959

«+.The party began to implement its program on the
nationality question immediately after the establishment
of Soviet power. This was the period of the destruction
of capitalism and the liquidation of national in equality
of rights, when new socialist nations were born with com-
plete equality of rights. But equal rights still did not
mean that all nations were really equal, Some histori-
cally inherited inequality of rights existed between them,
in view of the fact that they were at different stages of
economic, political, and cultural development. The es- .
sence of national inequality was that by virtue of his-
torical development, one nation, namely the great Russian,
was found to be more developed politically and industrial-
ly than other nations which were oppressed earlier by the
Czarist governmment.

The task of the party was to help thepeoples of the
national outlying areas to eliminate their backwardness
and to overtake advancing Central Russia. It was neces-
sary to help them develop and strengthen their own Soviet
state systems, suitable to the conditions of these peoples,
and to create cultural and educational establishments in
the native language, a press, theaters, and a wide network
of courses and schools, both of a general educational and
of a professional-technical nature, for the ‘accelerated
training of local cadres....

In its practical work in resolving the nationality
question, the Communist Party of Latvia was guided by the
theoretical theses of Marxism- Leninism and by the program
on the nationality question worked out by V. I, Ienin;:...

As is known, remnants of capitalism are especially
tenacious with regard to the nationality question. The
experience of our pParty shows -that in resolving the na-
tionality question at various stages, there had to be a
-struggle against two deviations, great-power chauvinism
and local nationalism, The essence of the deviation toward
Great Russian chauvinism consists in attempts to passover
national differences in language, culture, and modes of
life of peoples. Thus, the principle of national equality
- of rights is undermined, and the policy of the party in

building up the state apparatus, press, schools, and other
establishments in the national republics is violated.

Deviationists of this type erroneously suppose that
with the victory of socialism in our country, the nations
must merge together and their languages turn into a single,
common language. Meanwhile, Marxism-Leninism teaches that.
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PELSHE, Arvids J. Party official; secretary and Bureau
member, CC, Iatvia CP; Party member since w155,

Born 1899. After 1917 Revolution and Civil War served
. for a long time in Red Army; studied at Institute of Red
Professors; subsequently wofrked in People's Commissariat
of State Farms (Sovkhozes); 1940 returned to Latvia for
propaganda workj; during World War II left Latvia with re-
treating Soviet Army; returned vpon Soviet re-occupation
of the country and became secretary, CC, Latvia CP; elected
deputy, USSR Supreme Soviet, 1950 and 1954; elected deputy,
Lattvian Supreme Soviet, 1955; elected member, CC, Latvia
CP, at all post-war congresses; similarly elected secre-
tary and Bureau member, CC, Latvia CP, at all post-war CC
plenums after congresses; voting delegate, 20th Congress i
. of CPSU, Feb. 1956; Feb. 1957 elected member, Economic Com-
& DMission, Council of the Union, USSR Supreme Soviet.

Pelshe is a veteran Latvian Communist df the Soviet
school who had been traiped for USSR seizure of Baltic
states. _
= ; %% %

PEIVE, Janis V., Agronomist; full member and bresident,
Latvia SSR Academy of Sciences; Doctor of Agricultural
Sciences; professor of agro-chemistry; corresponding
member, USSR Academy 6f Sciences; member, CC, Latvia .
CP; member, CP, since 1940,

: Born 1906, Sementsevo village, Toropets Raion, now
Velikie Luki Oblast. Grad. 1925 Velikie Luki Pedagogical

. Technicum; grad. 1929 Agronomy Department, Moscow Agricul-

-;tural Academy (Timiryazev), remaining there for scientific

work with Department of Spinning Crops; 1930-41 senior
scientific associate, Chemistry and Physics Laboratory, All-
Union Flax Research Institute, Torzhok, Kalinin Oblast; 1942
director of Institute; 1940 defended doctoral disseration;
1943 professor of agro-chemistry; 1944-50 rector, Latvian
Agricultural Academy and head.of its Department of Techni-
cal Crops and Plant Cultivation; 1945 Honored Science Worker
of Latvian SSR; 1946 elected full member, Latvian SSR Aca-
demy of Sciences; 1950 academician secretary, March 1951.
President, Latvian SSR Academy of Sciences; 1953 elected

- corresponding member, USSR Academy of Sciences; scientific
work concerned chiefly with raising productivity of tech-
nical crops (flax, sugar beets); developed original methods
_for determining active forms of potassium, aluminum and
“humus acids in soils of podsol regions; author, numerous.
monographs and textbooks on technical crops and use of fer-

v~ %tilizers including "Flax Growing," 1948; "Microfertilizers

in Agriculture™; “Agronomic Methods ‘of S0il Study"; "Tech-
nical Crops," 1949; elected deputy, USSR Supreme Soviet,
A1954; since 1949 member, Soviet Committee for Defense of
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Peace; Honored Science Worker of Latvian SSR; Order of Red
Banner of Labor; Badge of Honor medals.
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IATSIS, Vilis T. Party and government official; writers;
- chairman, Latvian SSR Council of Ministers; candidate
member, CC, CPSU; Bureau member, cC, Latvia CP; member,
" ©oP, since 1928,

Born 1904, Rinuzi, Latvia. In 1917 evacuated with par-
ents to Siberia; studied at teachers seminary in Barnaul,
worked as messenger for printing shop, later as secretary
of a village soviet; 1921 returned to Latvia and worked as
fisherman, lumberman and stoker on merchant ships; 1928 on
order of Latvie CP began subversive work in preparation of

‘Bolshevik seizure of Latvia; 1930 as_author published first

novel "The Woman," 1931-32 wrote trilogy, "The Five-Story ~

City," "On High Seas of the World" and "Wingless Birds," on
everyday life of Latvian people; 1933-34 published "The
Fisherman's Son," a two-volume novel describing the precari-
ous life of a fisherman; this novel was later dramatized
and filmed; 1940 upon Soviet occupation of latvia appointed
Tatvian Minister of Internal Affairsj; later same year be-
came chairman, Latvian SSR Council of People's Commissars;
during World War II took part in organizing Latvian units
of the Soviet Army and partisan movement in Latviaj; con-
tinued as chairman, Latvian SSR Council of People's Commis-
sars (later Council of Ministers); elected deputy, USSR
Supreme Soviet, 1946, and thereupon member, Foreign Affairs
Commission, Council of Nationalities; 1949 Stalin Prize for
novel "Storm" which describes Communist underground acti-
vities in independent Latvia and during World War II; re-
elected deputy, USSR Supreme Soviet, 1950 elected candidate
member, CC, CPSU, at 19th Congress, Oct, 1952 (reelected
20th Congress, Feb. 1956); 1952 second Stalin Prize for

novel "Towards a New Shore" which depicts "the struggle of -

ILatvian peasantry for successful collectivization of farms;"

elected board Presidium member, USSR Union of Soviet Writers,

Dec., 1954; reelected deputy, USSR Supreme Soviet, and there-
upon chairman, Council of Nationalities; same year member,
USSR delegation to Conference for Preservation of Peace and

Security in Europe; 1955 member, Soviet delegation to Warsaw

meeting of East European bloc; June 1955 addressed "World

Peace Assembly" in Helsinki, declaring that “Baltic countries

had voluntarily joined the USSR;" member, Editorial Commis-

sion and Commission on Amendments and Additions to 20th

Party Congress' Directives on Sixth Five-Year Plan, 20th
Congress of CPSU; 1956 head, USSR Supreme Soviet delegation
to the funeral of Paasikivi, Finland's president; elected

‘member, CC, Latvia CP, at all postwar congresses and Bureau.

member, CC, at all its plenums after the congresses; elec-
ted deputy, Latvian Supreme Soviet, 1947, 1951 and 19553
People's Writer of Latvian SSR; three Orders of Leninj Order
of Great Patriotic War First Class; medals.
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KALNBERZIN, Janis E, Party and government official; first
secretary and Bureau member; CC, ILatvia CP; candidate
Presidium member, CC, CPSU; member, CP, since 1917.

Born 1893, Katlakalns Volost, Riga Uezd. Worked for
ten years as dock hand in Riga harbor, where he was in
touch with revolutionary group of workers; 1919 active in
an attempt to establish Soviet rule in Latvia; upon defeat
of Soviet regime in Latvia fled to Soviet Russiaj; during
civil war volunteer in Red Army; after war studied at Com-
munist University in Moscow; 1925 assigned to Latvia for
Communist underground work; in 1928 raturned to Moscow and
entered Institute of Red Professors; 1936 returned again to
Latvia to head activities of Riga Communists; 1939 arrested
and put in Riga Central Prison; in 1940, upon Red Army Oc-
cupation of Latvia, released from Prison; elected first

secretary, CC, Latvia CP, June 1940 elected deputy, USSR - -

Supreme Soviet, 1950 and 1954; elected member, CC, CPSU, at
19th Congress, Oct. 1952, (reelected 20th Congress, Feb,
1956); reelected membér, CC, Latvia CP, at 13th and 14th
Congresses, Feb. 1954 and Jan, 19565 reelected first secre-
tary and Bureau member, CC, Latvia CP, at CC plenums after
13th and 14th Congresses; elected member, Legislative Pro-
posals Commission, Council of the Union, USSR Supreme So-
viet, April 1954; deputy, Latvien Supreme Soviet; Presidium
member and member, Commission for Drafting 20th Party Con-
gress Resolutions, 20th Congress of CPSU; elected candidate
Presidium member, CC, CPSU, at CC plenum, June 19573 two
Orders of Leninj; Order of Great Patriotic War First Class;
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