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CHANGES IN LITERARNT NOVINY

Martin Vaculik (read Vatsulik), Czechoslovak CP Presidium
candidate and leading regional ¢p secretary of southern Moravia
(Brno), criticized at the district Party conference in Jihlava on
20 March 1966 the cultural weekly Literarni Noviny for printing
articles by "irresponsible" writers and Journalists. He announced
that the Central Committee of the Czechoslovak Writers' Union had
drawn proper consequences from this unsavory state of affairs and had
effected a change in the "system of direction" as well as a personnel
reshuffle in the editorial board of the above journal.

The nature and extent of the announced changes were dig-—
closed in Literarni Noviny (No.13, 26 March 1966) which just
became available. The reform in the journal's management consists
in: the fact that, from now on, the journal will be directed not
by the editor—in—chief, but by the editorial board. At the Same
time, the title "editor-in-chief" hag been altered to "responsible
editor" who will be subordinated to the board. This means s down-
grading of a function which, up to now, has been decisive in the
paper, for the new responsible editor becomes a mere executive.

Actual managerial duties have been entrusted to a
triumvirate which, true to Vaculik's statement, consists of active
writers (in contrastto theorists, critics ete.). Chairman of thisg
new ruling body is Bohuslav Brezovsky who will be assisted by Milan
Kundera and Jan Otcenasek. OFf them, only Brezovsky is g newcomer,
whereas Kundera and Otcenasek were already members of the old
editorial board. Milan Jungmann, former editor—in-chief, has.remained
on the staff as responsible editor. For all practical purposes, he
will be svbordinated to the above triumviragte. According to the
brief release in Literarni Noviny, the editorial board has been
charged with preparing a study of editorial policy and submitting
to the Writers' Union suggestions for pertinent reforms, in partic-
ular as regards publishing of political materials. Further personnel
changes and an eXpansion of the editorial board are to follow in the
near future.

* * *

The new chairman of the directorate, Bohuslav Brezovsk
(read Brzezovsky), botn 1912, is an orthodox Communist novelist.
Her is best known by his two novels, "People in May"™ and "The
Iron Ceiling," which deal respectively with the May 1945 Prague
uprising and the February 1948 Communist coup d'état. Regarding his
fermer position as editor-in-chief of Kveten (May), the youth magazine
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