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The recent diemissal of STOIAN Stanciu from his post.
as Minister of Heligious Affairs and his replacement by
POGACEANU Vasile, is another example of the ultimate fate
of opportunists whomthe Communists use to carry out cer-
tain unsavory tasks and then- discard. ;

STOIAN is of dulgarian origin, coming from a rillng-
in the department TELLEOLsAN. He started his career in Ru-
mania by working in the rural section of the Carol I Hoyal
University Foundationm in BUCHAR.ST. During the rei;m of
Car;l II and later, during the diotstorthip of ANTOIESCU,
he wrote articles for the "albina" cultural revies prais-
ing the policies of the former und the regime of the lat-
ter. At -the time of King Michael's foreible abdiction,
STOIAN was Director of the lioyal Foundations, which he
s>romptly helped suppress. iie later beceme an active member
of the "Frontul Pluzarilor" (Laborer's Front,) a pujpet
peasant jarty creat-d by GROZA Petru 1n ordcr to destroy
the Peaaant Party of MANIU?Y

STOIAH joined GROZA's government, became Minister
of KReligious Affairs and in this capecity signed the decree
dissolving Orthodox and Roman Catholic seminaries. STOIAN

replaced the old theological seminaries with a new one which

accepted only students politically and socially favored

by the CP., STOIAN was the one to sign a decree in 1948
which suppressed the Rumenian Greek-Catholic Church, a
body whose membership exceeds one and a half million. He
also caused the arrestgand imprisonment of five of this
Church's bishops and hundreds of its priests. He is, there-
fore, responsible/ for the death of Bishops LFTEHIE and
FRERTIU, two of the five arrested.

The dﬂemissal was announced on 25 June 1951 by sadio
BUCHAREST. ; :

DATE OF OBS:RVATION: June 1951

EVAL. CO.L.BNT: Source : fairly relinble;

Information: confirmed by other sources.
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