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HYGIENE AND MEDICAL CARE.

; : A 20-year-old girl f¥¢m USTREM who gpent
our_years in deportation in KUNINO, =~~~ sm s :

nagg'd?'OBsEnvanon : Until August 1954. =

EVAL%&%IOH COMMENT : This report  supplies valuable data

apouk the organization of present day. health seryices, particularly -
-in.villages. It adds to ROME RPE Item No. 10237/54; ISTANBUL RFE
Iten N9.5652/54; and ATHENS RFE Item No.12084/53, which also dealt

. with public health service in Bulgaris: today. . - i
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SLIDT L. atvention: Heslth Baitors.
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S e Every Bulgarian town which is the seat of .

> 8 county administration has its own hosfitgl._Some of the larger
2 towns have more than one hospital as we 1l as %anatoria, dispen -

Q@ =riés and gaternity hospitals..Source stated that she believes

| . by 1954 even the borough administrative centers had their own

| hospitals, In almost all villages there is a resident doctor and

| the larger villages.have their own matermity wards, Small vil-
lages which do not have a re#ident doctor must have a "sanitaren

post" (sanitary post) which is manned by a medical orderly be-
longirig 'to the Red Cross. The orderlies treat“minor ‘injuries and
ﬁéfg“t e suthority to summon skilled medical aid whenever neces-

aary

' ~ After September 1944 alli Bulgarian hospitals
were nétienalized and doctors ip all fieldgwere forged to work

fo¥ the state during the fore-noons for only nominal remuneration.
This has brought about a complete lack of inferest in théir work

on the part of the doctors. Source ¢laims that she read in the .
official Communist Party organ "Rabotnichesko Delo" that in 1954
the control of state hospitals has been 8trengthened and that

"
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doctors are now more disciplined. Because they are state employees,

- . doctors must answer =any calls gt all hoursg of the day. A doctor

et may not refuse to visit a patient even though the latter may be

3 living in s villsge far from the doctor's home, unless of course
;;=“'“thgre i3 2 doctor living nearer to the pauanto :

The resident doctors in the villageé sre
more cgreful in handling their patients than their colleagues
e in the town hospitals. This is true hecsuse the village doctors -
are¢ directly responsible for the hedlths of their patients while
dogtors in hospitsls csrry no such responslbllﬂtles. Dr. Spasin
~ Tgalqv DIMCHOVSKI, residept dogtor in KUNINO often gaid that
* . the physicians in the VRATSA coun hosp1tal made ﬁheir patients
morg gick instead of curing them. %’esa.deut dectors are also held.-
responsiplp for hygienie conditions in their dlstrncfs. AtEC
regular periods they visit every house under their gsre apd make
ggrp}g} ;ngpect:ons as_to the cleanliness of the inhb hftants.

E AWy " sSinee the hospitals are new §tate-owned,

R angogg has frge access to medical care._Patlnnts have ta_pay

for certain medicines and special trestments only,: othefﬁise e

. medical care is given free of charge. Source ig of the opinion

E that the number of hospitals, sanatoria and ather health cénters

k- ig sufficient\in Bulgeris gnd thet pstients do not have to wait
before being admitted to 2 hospital. She qlaimed that the main :
trouble, .besides the fact that Wéctors are met. verg careful,

y wag that there was an acute medicine shortage’ ulgarla ever

. sigce the Communists toof over. Such bagic drugs as used in fHe’

e - qu;iqg of rhgumatlc fever and tuberculoazs are not tg be found,

: vitamin teblets are also hHard to get. The suthoriti®s make no
soeret of “the fact that thg country lacks medlclnea. In the

aptumn of 1953 a doctor from the VRATSA county’ hospltal came j

to KUNINO to give a lecture on medical affairs and in speaking ®
abgnt ‘tuberqulosis he mentioned that new -drugs, namelg penicil- :
llne ‘and streptomycine, had been disgovered which enanrea an almost
‘complete cure. He then seid that these drugs_were net yet avail-
ablé’in Bulgarias but added that the government had taken 'steps -

to; 3gpylx the needs of the population.

L In March 1954 8 frlend of so rce was undé?

treataant in the VRATSA hospitsl and reported that Pénicillines
and sulpha-diazinol were available in the hospital ‘although’ these
ﬂrqga were nofy yet sold in pharmacies. Streptomycrne was also
-available in the hospital but was used only in critical ‘cases..
A truck-driver whose leg wss crushed in an asceident was 2 room-
» mate of source's friend. He developed a serious infection but
the doctors refused to give him streptomygine, although they
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- confesged having the drug, and -_’1;61@“&19- truck-driver that he
would have to be patient until his wound closed with the aid
of less offe_ctive drugs, e £y
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