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15 ATING OF NATIONAL ASSEMBLY CONTINUES
Budapest, Hungarian Home Service, May 10, 1957, 1100 GMT--L’
(Report on meeting of the Hungarian National Assembly, Friday, May 10)

(Summary)

The National Assembly resumed its work this morning in an atmosphere
of lively interest. The visitors' galleries were filled to capacity
and many of the heads of the foreign missions were again present,

The Speaker, after opening the meeting, annoinced that 13 deputies
wished to take part in the debate on Janos Kadar's report.

Kiss Speech

The first speaker today was Karoly Kiss, who said that the meny -achieve-
ments made since lest November proved that the Government's policy was.
fundamentally correct. He dealt at length with the counterrevolutionary
events and sail that in dealing with the anti-popular elements the

government was following not only Lenin's but XKossuth's advice: "If

you are hit with a stone, hit back with lightning."

- Speaking of the restoration of normal life, he paid special tribute
to our miners, stressing that it was due to no small extent to their
heroic stand that mess unemployment was averted in Hungary. He con-

. curred, he said, in the economic measures announced by the Premier in
hig report of May 9, end thought that the main task of the National
Assembly wes to lead the count under the guidance of the Yeorgainized
“PﬁTiT‘“f“ﬁEFE"EHE'EBTGETEE"S?-%%é-EEEEBEEEmﬁggb1ems. He expresesd his

\““1Ed%h”tﬁ‘*hﬁ“&?ﬁ'Iﬁﬁmﬁﬁr?ﬁkﬁbcialism in Edﬁﬁﬁ??} Hé™ended his speech

by accepting the Government's report on behalf of the Party.

Great interest was shown in the speech by Janos Peter, President of
the Institute for Cultural Relations, who in an informal style and
without any notes, spoke about his impressions of Istvan Dobi's and
Janos Kadar's reports. He pointed out that in his present sphere of
work he was presented with ample opportunity to discuss things with
wmeny foreign visitors. The first remark of all of them was to express
admiration at the astonishingly rapid restoration of the country's
life to normalcy.

He gave a detailed report on the work of the Hungarian delegations at
the Helsinki meeting of the Worid Peace Council and at the Warsaw session
of the Interparliamentary Union.
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Confidence in the power of our people is manifesting iteelf not only -
in the countries of thé socialist camp he said. The events in Hungary -
evoked an echo also in the Western countries, where certain people

noted with bitterness, others with rejoicing, that socialism had

finally triumphed in Hungary.

Janos Peter ended his speech by thanxing the government for their
endeavors and by wishing them further successes in their work.

Gaspar Speech
Budapest, Hungarian Home Service, May 10, 1957, 1700 GMT --L
(Correspondent 's report from the May 10 szssion of the National Assembly)
(Excerpt)

After the lunch recess Sandor Gaspar, chairman of the Hungarian Trade
Union Council commented on the report of the chairman of the Council

of Ministers. In his speech Comrade Gaspar stressed, among other

things, that it is not true. that in recent years labor competition

has borne no fruit. “Although there were faults in the labor competitions--
gaterial and moral appreciation did not predominate sufficiently--it was
nevertheless the socialist labor competitions which helped us substantially
to develop our productive forces and raise the national revenues. It was
in these competitions that the heroes of socialist labor developed. He
declared further that in the future these competitions ought to have more
purpose; they ought to resolve tasks arising in daily living. The future
development of labor competition will become healthier due to the fact

tnat not only outstanding workers but other industrious, brave patriots
will also be given material and moral recognition.

gComrade Caspar then announced that the Hungarian Trade Union Council
presidium is submitting a proposal to the Council of Ministers regarding
' the system of socialist labor competition. Dealing with piece rates,

| he stated that they should be introduced generally because hourly wages,
' as experience had shown, do not provide incentives to the workers to

~ achieve higher output and to take up professional training.

Ede Horvath in his speech said that it was intolerable that in the
factories of County Gyor-Sopron output now amounts to only T9 percent of
last September, while wage payments amount to 120 percent. The working
class is capable of abolishing this anomaly, all the more since we
cannot rely indefinitely on the help of friendly countries.
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Sandor Ronai, Speaker of the National Assembly, then announced that

a reply has been received to the greetings telegram sent to Moscow
yesterday: the Supreme Soviet of the USSR has sent wishes for success
in the current sessiocn of the Hungarian National Assembly. Erno Gallo,
Clerk of the House,.then read cut the greetings telegram received from
“ie National Assembly of the Republic of Vietnam to which the Hungarian
lletional Assembly sent a reply.

In the course of the debate great applause greeted the speech by

Ferenc Nagy who made a frank declaration of support for the Revolutionary
Worker-Peasant Government and stressed that the cause of socialist con-
struction is the concern of a single party and not of the Communists alone
but the entire Hungarian people. Then Miklos Bereszioczy spoke.

Beresztoczy Speech
Budepest, Hungerian Home Service, May 10, 1957, 1800 GMT --L
(Recorded speech by Deputy Miklos Beresztoczy)
(Text)

Honored deputies of the National Assembly, in speaking of our government's
veport, and deeply touched by the thoughts of our colleague, B. Nagy,

I would like to reply to the question of whether I, a nonparty Catholic
believer, can contribute something of importance concerning the report
without becoming lost in detail .and without losing sight of the all-
important basic ideas in the course of my arguments, My answer

contains two positive and two negative theses.

My first negative thesis is: I do not follow the government in its
ideology. As a Catholic believer, I am not and will not be a
materialist because I cannot be one without repudiating my faith.

I add that, so far, nobody has asked me to be one.

My second negative thesis is this: I do not follow the government by
approving government orders or laws already decreed or to be issued

in the future if they clash with my religious view of life. For
instance, I did not receive with approval the provisions of the decree
known as the "abortions" decree. I add that so far nobedy has asked
me to support it, either from the confessional or from the pulpit.

The differences in the ideologies and in individual tenets of the
ideologies concerned are irreconcilable and there is nothing of which
to convince one another. I would cease to be a believer and the
materialist would cease to be a materialist if we were to change our
faiths. It may be a missionary's task to bring about such a change of
faiths, but missionary work is to be achieved by persuasion and not

by hatred.
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That is why we can demand mutual straightforwardness and social friendship
without abandoning principles and, in all matters in which there is no
collision of principlss, an accord that will build the country, enrich
life, and improve it. That mist be emphasized everywhere, in full detail
and mutually, by a gimultaneocus rejection of the principle of force and
asserticn of the principles of justice.

The fact that in this way we can understand each other and help each other
is also a consequence of the fact that there are common positive basic
theses in our lives. Our task is to look for and serve the things that
join us and not those that separate us.

My first positive thesis is: I want to protcct peace with all my powers
and with devotion and I believe that it is a mstter of conscience to
contribute to this cause in the interest of wmy country and of all humanity.

Whose proposal achieves the consolidation of peace is not important to me.
I joyfully receive the Soviet disarmement proposals just as I do the
statement of the West Germen ecientists in the struggle against nuclear
weapons, the staggering warnings of Pope Piue XII, and the words of Prof.
Schweitzer, all of which piove that the continuation of the nuclear iests
and the poisoning of the atmosphere will cause the destruction of the
present and future generations.

We camnnot permit humanity to rush toothe brink, or the botthom, of the abyss
through the outbreak of a new war. Whether it is the Suez problem, the
Hungarian October, Jordan, or hostilities in Central American states, I am
grateful to the forces which prevented or are preventing war. In our case,
it is the Soviet Union.

Among ‘the main duties of the Hungarian government is the promotion of peace
in our country and in the world. The Bench of Hungarien Romen Catholic
Bishops, discussions with whom were mentioned in the Government report,

in its Apr. 10 statcment assured the Covernment of its support of its

peace efforts. It is my conviction that this also meens the support of the
remainder of the Catholic clergy and of the Catholilc faithful.

My second positive thesis is: I regard the present social order in Hungary,
the socialism which is being developed, as one stage in our historical
development. That is why I agree with another point of the aforementioned
statement of the Bench of Roman Catholic Bishops, in which it condemns

all efforts directed against the state and the social order ©f the Hungarian
People's Republic.

Socialism is not a matter of time; neither is it a matter of fashion. During’
the past decades, 8 variety of ideologies were expressed by Wwearing shirts
or ties of a certain color.
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The fact that the followers of the fascist regime wore black, brown, or
green shirts, and those of prolstarian internationalism wore red ties was
not dictated by the masters of men's fashion; it was dependent on the stage
reached by a country's population in the course of its development.

During this development there may be some who try to prevent or delay the
normal course of development, but nobedy can reverse the wheels of history.
The result would be decadence and destruction. That is why I was so shocked
during the October evemte-~Iiwas abroad at the time--when I read Horthy's
claim to the leadership of the Hungarian People or Otto Hapsburg's statement
concerning his return to the throne.

My conviction of the sobriety of the Hungarian people's views was confirmed
when, on returning home in the middle of November, I heard the same thing
that I was told by s Czechoslovak peasant in Potstesn: We do not want

to be the servants of grand seigneurs again. (Applause)

The eight parties formed iast auiumn which called themselves Catholic

and proceeded to fight socialism Wwere no association of the Catholic millions.
In the past, and since Cctober tuo, my electors, my friends, and my flock
have oi'ten asked me not to allow a political party to call itself Catholic,
because, as a result of the bitter poditical controversies and struggles

in which the parties are likely to be involved, the religious cause would

be seriously damaged.

Rather than by Catholic parties of professional Catholics, careerists or
(word indistinct--Ed.) Catholies, we want to preserve the Catholic faith
among our flock, among the non-Marxist masses, by the principles of more
humaneness, conscientious fulfillment of duties and love for fellow human
beings and thus make our socialist progress more perfect. (Applause)

The Hungarian peasant, the worker, and the thinking members of the Hungarian
intelligsntsia does not want to stop and will not stop on this road to progress
and is even less likely to reverse its direction.

In the development of socialism, it cannot be denied, there were certain
mistakes here. Our compatriots suffered injuries, both as citizens and
believers,and everybody is hoping and working so that these mistakes
will not recur.

In that respect too, the Catholic masses received assurance from the Bench
of Catholic Bishops which stated: "The Bench of Bishops is watching with
confidence the Govermment's efforts to liquidate the errors of the past ard
remédy the injuries caused. The realization of these efforts will mean

an improvement in the lot of the Hungarian people and the strengthening

of socialism. These measures undoubtedly have favorably affected our
Catholic beldevers among the peasants, and intelligentsia."
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Lz o rcprzsentetive of the clergy, loyal to the people, I express thanks
in the name of my fellow priests and also of my flock for these measures
in the conviction that the consolidation of our national economy and other
favorable consequences will result in a further improvement in the well- -
being of our people.

Honored deputies of the National Assembly, we have heard the report and the
program of the Government, We have sincerely and openly stated the
negative points, as a result of which, as non-Party Catholic believers, we
canmot follow certain paths of the Government, At the same time, however,
in two fundamental matters we have expressed our faith that we can find

our role in the building of the country and in the development of its well-
being in cooperation with the Government, :

In the Government's report, there was an expression of confidence in the
industrious efforts of the Hungarian people, their efforts to build the
country, and their determination to proteet its future, I express the

same confidence in these qualities and efforts of the Hungarian people.

Qur feelings for the efforts of our Government could be best expressed by
the concluding words: "We ask the blessing of the Almighty for the x
success of the peaceful efforts of our people and Government." (Applause)

Istven Antos' Report
Budapest, Hungarian Home Service, May 10, 1957, 1880 GMT--L

(Recording of the speeeh by Istvan Antos, Minister of Finance, at the
National Assembly)

(Text)

Honorable deputies of the National Assembly, in the wake of the counter-
revolutionary events in our country, an extremely grave economic situation
devcloped. In November industrial output fell to a mere 18 percent of

the amount planned and in December it was 31 percent, At the same time
wages far in excess of the planned amount were paid out because factories
expended large sums on payments to which the recipients were not entitled,

Confidence in the currency was shaken, The ropulation tried to spend its
money at once, Since there were hardly any new supplies of goods,
commercial stocks had fallen by the end of December by more than 40 percent,
while the amount of money in circulation had risen by about 20 percent.

The threat of inflation was a serious danger, The aim of the ctrike
organizers was to thrust the country, after the defeat of the urmed
uprising of the counterrevolution, into an cconomic catastrophe,

It is a safe bet that under such circumstances in the capitalist country,
soaring prices would have been inevitable and the process of inflation
would have set in, Our socialist economic system, however, withstood the
test even in that grave situation.
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In the Hungarian peopile's economy the socialist sector predominates.
Th= stocks of consumer goods, representing a total value of over 1k
billion forintg, were not in the hands of capitalist businessmen but
in the hands of socialist, state-margged economic organs. On the

governments! instruction and despite the shortage of goods, prices
remained at those fixed by the state for public supplies.

As a wondexful manifestation of international proletarian solidarity,
the friendly socialist countries, the Soviet Union above all, sent large
quantitites of fotd and industrial consumer goods as aid to our country.
These factors, the strength of the socialist system, the help of our
friends, the Party's cousistent policy, and the correct measures adopted
by the Government helped us in that most difficult phase, and enabled

us even during the ccunterrevolutionary events and at the time of the
strikes instigated by the countrerrevolution to preserve the stable
purchasing power of our currency.

The effects of the grave econcmic damage caused by the counterrevolution,
of course, were felt even after the resumption of production. The
restoration of the earlier preduction levels could be achieved, naturally,
ouly by stages. This process was greatly retarded by the coal and

pover shortage and the discrganized state of the factories.

Nevertheless, thanks to the sacrificial efforts of the miners, workers,
and intellecutals, the normalization of economic life made rapid progress
duringgthe first quarter and it wes possible to reach 80 percent of the
earlier preoduction level in the food industry, 85 percent in light
industry, and 72 percent in heavy industry.

The workers' income and purchasing power, however, not only approached
but substantially exceeded the earlier level. Following the adoption

of Government measures, wages have risen in all branches of the people's
econcmy. The abolition of compulsory produce deliveries assures a
notable extra inccme for the working peasantry.

Under these circumstances, the satisfaction f the populationt's requirements
in goods has presented our people's economy with a hard test of strength.
The solution of these tasks has been facilitated by the fact that

industrial production has risen most in those branches which precduce .

goods of the highest importance from the point of view of mass consumption.

It is tco early, however, to state that all is now well in our economic
life and that we have left every difficulty behind us.

Many difficult tasks still lie ahead of us, Their solution will be assisted
by the people's econcmic plan for 1957, already approved by the Government.
What is the most characteristic feature of that plan? In my opinion,

it is that with smaller national revenues than in preceding years, a
standard of living substantially higher than in the past is planned.
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Is that possible? The provisious of the plan correspond to this objective.
An equilibrium between the rfundamental balances of tlie people's econoumy
is witnin the realm of possibility.

Correct governument resolutions, however, are not enough in themselves

to achieve realization of the plan. The fate of the plan will be decided
in the factories and the fields. It depends on the day-to-day, purposeful,
and seli-sacrificing efforts of the working people.

It is iwmportent not ouly how much we produce, but also how muech it costs.
In the first quarter of the year the level of basic costs in industry
was 14 percent higher than last yeer. The chief reason for nigh produc-
tion costs can be found in the Tact that preductivity iu the wmanulacturiug
indusiry has fallen by more than 10 percent, while the sverage monthly
earnings of the workers 1s unearly 300 forints higher than last year.
Everyone must understsnd that sucia a situation canunot be maintained Ilor
long. To enable the workers to buy more and betier goods with their
increased wages, to turn the grecatest possible proportion of the wage
increases into effective real weage increase, it is indispensable that

the workers should at least achieve the same output ss before in revurn
for the new higher wages.

The provisions of the plaun heve reduced requireuents in spheres where,
earlier, unwarranted tensious existed in preductivity indexes, wiicn
retarded production--the textile industry, for instance. The plan's
provisions conceraing productivity are completely realistic.

Recently the Goverument issued a Gecree about profit sheres in factories,
which wmakes all the personnel of the ifactories meterially interested in
basic cost reductions. In iectories the rarty and trade union organizations
should explain thiis new form of material incentive to the working masses

S0 tuet we wmay advence with the support of hundreds of thousands on

the road of increased economic production.

Cwing to the limited nature of our investment possibilities, indepeudent
action and initiastive by our factories is perticularly necessery. It

is necessary, by bringing to light prcduction reserves, by the attainuent
of & suvitable renge of production and by the improvement ol guality, To
raise output and increase the profitability of production.

Honorable National Asseumbly, the grestest economic teusion tinis yeer 1s
caused by a lack of equilibruim between foreign trade and the peyuwents
balance., The deficit is made good by credits grented by the Soviet Union
and other friendly countries. Particular empussis must be placed on

the tremendous importance of the assistance represented by the 50-million-
dollar Toreign currency credit granted us by tihe Soviet Union and the
25-million-dollar foreign currency credit placed &% our disposal by

the Chinese People's Republic.
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Out of the credits placed at our disposal by the friendly countries this
year we may use up roughly 1.l billion rubles; that is, 275 million dollars.

In the first quarter of this year of this year we have imported unearl;

twice as much as we exported. Besides, we had to pay off substantial debts,
which had fallen due, to enterprises and bauks in capitalist countries.

Thus we have already used up more than half of the loan given us by the
friendly countries. In the remainder of the year, therefore, the credit
means at our disposal will be far less than in the first quarter. This,

of course, was taken into account in the plauns.

It follows from this that from now on we must raise our exports rapidly
in order to achisve from our own resources and as soon as possible an
equilibrium between the foreign trade balance and the balance of payments.

We must insure as soon as possible that exports exceed imports. Therein
lies one of the most important proconditions for the normel circulation of
the people's economy. As in preduction in general, in producing for export
we cannot be indifferent about our prcduction costs and the relationship
between basic costs and prices attainable abroad.

Often we come across surprising and unwarraunted cost proportions. The
Apr. 25 issue of NEPSZABADSAG for instance, in an article entitled
"Hungarian Silver," declared: "The beautiful 'Pannonia' sidecar is being
prcduced on the conveyor belt. In the opinion of foreign experts, this
medel is years ahead of other motorcycles the world over. Around ©,000
have already been produced, and hardly any can be found on the hcme markei
because they are bought up rapidly everywhere." This, of course, is all to
the goocd, but to this miracle story the question should be added: Why is
the cost of the sidecar, export packing included, 85 percent of the cost
of the wotorecycle itself, when, on the world market, sidecars generally
represent only 45 percent of the cost of the motorcycle, and the difference
is obviously paid not by the foreign buyer but by the state budget?

Honorable National Assembly, I wish to deal with the tasks connected with
assuring a stable equilibrium between purchasing power and stocks. The

bulk buying of agricultural prcducts in the first 4 mouths of the year,

apart from minor mistakes, has been, generally speaking, successful.

No black market has developed, and free market prices since March have

been lower than last year. Ue must continue to insure, primarily through

a correct economic policy, the preveunticn of the development of speculatory
symptoms in the course of bulk buying. And should speculators emerge, we

must not shrink from applying the force of the dictatorship of the proletariat
against them.

One of the important tasks of the fiscal organs of the councils is to
assure the timely payment of taxes and arrears.
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The establishment of a firm equilibrium between purchasing power and

stocks depends decisively, of course, on the development of agricultural
and industrial production. Taking imto consideration the existence of
minor tensions in the plan's purchasing power balance, even though it
reckons fully with production potentialities and supplementary stocks, in
order to insure stable equilibrium, price corrections have become necessary
within a narrow circle,

The Government has tried to prevent these price corrections from having

an influence on the daily gocds requirements of the broad working strata,
and, particularly, to prevent their effect being felt on the normal
purchases of workers whose income does not exceed average wages. The price
increases apply to articles such as motorcycles, bicycles, washing
machines, sewing machines, certain agricultural machines, and tools and
luxury articles. In regard to these articles, the higher prices are also
designed to insure equilibrium between demand and supply.

The Government measures also extend to certain branches of the catering
industry. Taking these price corrections into account, by the implemen-
tation of the plan without fail, a stable equilibrium will also be achieved
in the balance of stocks and purchasing power which will meke possible

the maintenance in the national economy of unchanged state prices and
realistic agricultural bulk-buying prices and theravoidance of the menace of
inflation which might disturb our economic progress.

Finally, it must be emphasized that in every sphere of state and social
life the utmnst economy is called for: economy on a scale unprecedented
perhaps. All the resources of the state must be utilized in support of
the higher standard of living. It must be understood that every measure
for which we have not provided the material prerequisites in advance
will reduce the results already obtained through our efforts to date

to raise the living standard.

Honorable National Assembly, I am convinced that the Hungarian working
people, by fulfilling the people's economic plan for 1957, will surmount
all existing economic difficulties and, by bringing to light the ample
reserves existing in our people's economy, will create a firm basis for
our successful progress along the road of socialist construction.
(Applause)

May 11 Session
Budapest, Hungarian Home Service, May 11, 1957, 1100 GMI--L
(Excerpt)

Today's session of the Hational Assembly opened with the speeches of
Deputies Mihaly Berki and Sandor Ketona. In connection with the report
of the Government, they described the situation of Borsod and Csongrad
counties, respectively, during the counterrevolution and the efforts
which led to a settlement.
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ASSEMBLY HEARS DOBI ON CCTOBER EVENTS
Budapest, in English to Europe, May 9, 1957, 2000 GMT--L
(Text)

The Hungarian National Assembly wac opened at 1000 hours this morning.
Sandor Ronai, Spesker of the National Assembly, in his opening address
stresscd that the members of Parliament were electcd on the basis of a

most democratic electoral law and its composition fully represented the
Hungarian peoplu. Among the 298 members of Parliament, there are 12%
workers, 97 peasants, and 74 intellectuals. But there are no capitalists,
bankers, and big lanilords in the National Assembly, Ronai stressed and
added that this was the reason why Caidinal Mindszenty and Prince Esterhazy
intended to dissolve it.

Following this upening address, the Speaker proposed that a telegram bte sent
by the Natlonal Assembly to the Surpeme Soviet of the USSR, suvporting
the new proposals of the USSR on benning theA~ and H-bombs and on disarmamer.t.

Reporting on the work of the Presidential Council since the last seesion

of the National Assembly, Istvan Dobi, Chairman of the Presidentiel Council,
said that it had not left its place during the counterrevolution and thus
legal continuity had been preserved in the functioning of the Presidential

T ————— ekttt

s——

S ———

Besides reporting 6n the decrees the Presidential Council issued hotween
the two sessions of Parliament, he spoke in detail of the activity of tie
Imre Nagy government. He could have used the police and the army for
defending the power of the people, Dobi said, if that had been his intention.
Instead he denied support to the members of the statc police who fought
heroically against the counterrevolutionaries and wihc Iixe Nagy knew

very well were the sons of .peasants and worker:, reguiar conseripts -

like the soldiers in the Army. At the beginning, Imre Nagy also asked

for Soviet help but later he proposed that the Soviet forces be withdrawn
from the territory of Budapest and placed his confidence in the armed gangs
of the counterrevolutionaries.

Of Pal Maleter, Minister of Defense in the Nagy govermment, Dobi said that
he was not for the maintenance of the people's power in the ccuntry as
shown by the fact that at a meeting of the Cabinet, Maleter propesed that
the information he received on the position and movements of the Soviet
troops should be given to the military attache of Great Britain.
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“I tpld Maleter," said Dobi, "that his proposal implied that he had
already psssed on information to the British military attache. Maleter
did not reply then."

Here, in Parlisment, Dobi continued, one had to be blind not to see
how the Government shifted more and more to the right and how the
lesders tried to outdo one another in giving concessions to the
counterrevolution. White terror raged in the streets and though Janos
Kadar several times urged the Government to take measures against it,
no such measures were taken by the government of Iare Nagy.

Before Anna Kethly left the country, she told a friend of mine, said
Dobi, that because of the shifting to the right of the Governmwent it

did -not seem possible that the socialist achievements of the past year
could have been defended. She was most upset about the manhunts and

the white %terror reging in the streets of the capital. "I do not

want to hurt anybody," Dobi said, "but as & matter of fact she called

her party, the then reorganized Social Democratic party, a garbage

pail end said that she was ashemed that she was to be treated as presidens
of tuis garbage peil.”

Dobl also spoke about the role of Cardinal Mindszenty. If one can
credit the notes of Mindszenty, it was Imre Negy who proposed that he
should take refuge at the U.3. Embassy."

Dealing with the proclamation of the Imre Nagy government on Hungary's
neutrality and the abrogation of the Warsew Treaty, Dobi said that

he hed warned Imre Nagy that the Government had noc right to take such
a measure =nd that it was the National Assembly which had the right
to decide on such questions.” "In those days,” Dobi said, 'it was
generally accepted that the government of Iure Nagy would be quickly
replaced by militery rule, headed by Pal Maleter." The Governuent,
which besed all its plans on the counterrevolution end whose most
reliable men were Dudas and Pal Maleter and whose favority ally was
Cardinal Mirdszenty, was bound to arrive at a point where I.re Nagy
was no longer (several words indistinct--Ed.) and the other parties
represented in the Cebinet felt free to manifest their anti-sSoviet
sentiments.

The majority of that government thought it was time to break with
socialism and push the country back into capitalism. The Revolutionary
Worker-Peasant Government formed by Janos Kader and the help of the
Soviet troops saved us from that course. But it was obvious that the
functioning of the Imre Nagy government endangered the state and social
order of the Hungarian People's Republic. The Presidential Council
dismissed it last Nov. 4 and, in accordance with the Constitution, Janos
Kadar was appointed Premier of the new Government, said Istvan Dobi,
Chairman of the Presidential Council, concluding his report on the

work of the Presidential Council since the last session of the Naticnal
Assembly.

Following the report, the Netional Assembly confirmed the present
members of the Council of liinisters and elected additional members.



- II 11 - HUKGARY
May 13, 1957

With their speeches, the debate ended on the report.of the Council .of
Ministers.

Janos Kadar, Chairman of the Council of Ministers, then rose and summed
up immressively the lessons of the work of the current session of the
National Assembly.

Kadar's Conecluding Speech
Budapest, Hungarian Home Service, May 11, 1957, 1600 GMT--L
Report from the May 11 meeting of the llational Assembly)
(Text)

On the third day of the present session of the Wational Assembly, Sandor
Ronai was again in the chair. After opening the meeting he announced
that in accordance with the agenda, the debate would continue on the
report of the Chairman of the Council of Ministers.

After the speeches by Mrs. Mihaly Berki and Sandor Katona, the debate was
concluded, and the reply by the Chairman of the Council of Ministers
followed.

Sandor Ronai (recording): Honored National Assembly, as there are no more
speakers on the report, I declare the debate concluded. Terre Vrdar,
Chairman of the Council of Ministers, wants to reply to the comments made
in the debate.

Janos Kadar (recording):

Honored National Assembly, dear comrades, I think everyone following
the debate in the present session reflects some new and healthy aspects
of our public life. The debate discussion and speeches on the report,
were not just formal, but touched upon the substance of things. A
further characteristic of the debate is that words have regained their
meaning.

I cannot forget a statement made by authors about 10 months ago, in which
they complained that words had lost their meaning. My opinion is that

the authors, even those whom we justly castigate and reprove, were right

in certain matters. And if we recall the public life of the past years,

we must accept as correct the statement that mahy words had become divorced
from their contents and substance. They had lost their meaning.

If there is one characteristic as far as our present public life is
concerned, then it is thatwords have regained their meaning. Very many
of us took an active part in social life during the past years. How
many times &t conferencées and meetingé have we referred in one way ‘or
other to the dictatorship of the proletariat, or spoken of the savage
hate of the bourgeoisie because they lost power?
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But these expressions then were divorced from their meaning, from their
substance. We referred many times to the "dictatorship of the proletariat."”
But we did not give a thought to what it meant. But now, while this

dsbate has been going on, as a counsequence of the stormy and blocdy

October days, all of our people have learned what "people's power" means,
and they have also learned what the hate of the former exploiting classes
wanting revenge means. The sawme is true of the (meaﬁiug?) of other
(words?), .

Another characteristic of this National Assembly is its human closeness.
I think that here in the National Assembly there is no man who can regard
himself as substantially better than the others. There is no one among
us whem we wmust look up to with admiration. This may be wrong, but I
think it is useful, because we get close to each cther. Ve see when

the other fellow is right. Ve also see his mistakes, and I think that

as a rule we recognize it. Thisis fortunate. (Applause)

And so only in this way can we express, and to a certain degree are
already expressing,,that collective wisdcm which we Communists undgrstand
as our Party, the wisdom of the working class which is the collective
wisdom of the hundreds of thousands of Party members, and thus of the
people. We can express this people's wisdom, which I think is Jjustly
represented in this country, if we only have the courage to listen to

the words of the pepple, to take them into account, and to express them.

In this debate there have been many sensible and timely ccuments, and
even they were sharply expressed, these comments are still almost
criticisms. When the Veszprem County miners' representative said that
it is not right that a very considerable part of the 8-hour working
day was being lost to the national econcmy, we could take this as a
criticism, because the leaders should have noticed it earlier and, as
Was also pointed out, should have taken the necessary measures. A
comment of the same type was the one by our friend Ferenc B. Nagy that,
perhaps characteristically, relatively little was sadd in the report
about agriculture, and that in the report of the Finance Minister,
agriculture was left out altogether. The new Finance Minister can
accept this comwent as the first crticism of himself, and, I must add,
a, Jjust one.

The point has also been raised by my friend B. Nagy that the producers
cooperative movement and the agricultural cooperative movement should

not represent two entirely separate lines or follow two entirely separate
paths. This is not the first time that this question has crogped up.

The time will come when we shall devote much attention to this question.
‘The wain trouble with our general agricultural ccoperatives has been
that, in the true sense of the word, they have not functioned as cooperatives
The general cooperatives could be called "secondary state shops;" but
they lack the spirit of the cooperative movement. Let us not try to

find whose fault this is, But it is only natural that this spirit must
be restored.
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At present the position is that, to the great satisfaction of all, we
have abolished the produce surrender system.. Wé'will not restore it.
Naturally, this presents a new problem.

I remeumber a peasant who c@lled on one of the county district councils

in Trans-Danubia; T could not say offhand which one. He asked if it

was true that the produce surrender system had been abolished. It

took about half an hour to wake him understand that it had in fact

been abolished. Then he asked to see the instructions? The person

who spoke to hiw happened to have a copy of the official letter and showed
it to him. The peasant was convinced and made his way toward the door;
then he turned back. "Well, this is all right. It is right that the
preduce collection has been abolished; I am reassured. But tell ume

now, how will®the townspeople be supplied with focd? A series of similar
questions followed.

Once the agricultural cooperatives are able to help solve the marketing
and purchasing problems of the peasantry by fulfilling their resl and

true functions, they will beccme true cooperatives and will fulfill a
specific function and will also help in the sccialist transformation of
the villages. What sort of cooperative movement have we in which it

makes no difference to the pcpulation in the villages whether they buy

in the state sheop:or in the cooperative, because both fulfill the same
function? This is not a true cooperative movement, and wmy friend, B. Nagy
Wwas quite right in mentioning this.

Reasonable observations have been made in connection with many other

similar and concrete questions. The task in this connection is for

the various winisters to take proper note of them and to deal with them.
—
The most important thing about the debate is that there was agreement
on the main questions. The absolute majority of the National Assembly
unanimously and sharply ccnéemned.the-connterrevoluticnary uprising of
Octobereas an attempt to restore the regime of the capitalists and landowners
and their fascist state. This has become perfectly clear from the
speeches and the echo of the speeches. It has beccme clear that the
overwhelming majority of the Nationmal Assembly deputies are in full
agreement that the supporters of the popular democratic povwer and of the
popular democratic state approve the implication that the state must
| insure the building of a socialist sociey and, ultimately, the completicn
\of this process of building.

There ras also been agreement as regards our foreign policy. There has
been agreement that our foreign policy is wholly anti-imperialist and
that it is orientated toward the international forces of socialism and
peace and that it strives to strengthen the unity of the countries of
the socialist camp and, within this, Soviet-Hungarian friendship, which
is of particular significance from the point of view of our people and
country. I may say that the majority of the National Assembly are in
agreement on this.
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There has also been agreement that we, although no supporters of
policies of military bloes, consider the Warsaw nact the legitimate
self-defense organization of the forces of socialism and peace; ve
support the Warsaw pact; we also support the idea that the Soviet
troops should remain in Hungary as long as we are confronted with

the aggressive aspiration of the imperialists and such a massing cf the
forces of the imperialists as (NATO?). There has also been agreeuent
on that aspect of our foreign policy which says that we support
peaceful cooperation. This is not an empty phrase either. Ve are
quite content to establish or maintain normal inter-state relations with
ceuntries of any social order, as for example, the United States.

Relations with U.S.

As regards our relations with the United States, it could easily dispose
of (elintezni) Hungary. The United States is a world power, it has

vast forces. (Would you think that Btingary matters to it?). They are
greatly mistaken because we do indeed count. One can achieve tempprary
results with money, fraud, and putsch, as the United States has recently
been forcibly attempting to do in Jordan. It tried that in Hungary, too.
But it is thus that it prepares its final defeat on a worldwide scale.

Not only the so-called Communist states, but also all states desirous

of an independent and peaceful life, oppose these imperialist aspirations.
(f wolause)

There is no need to try to prove that Hungarian Government circles do
not regard the overthrcwing of the state order of Austria as one of
their tasks. It is superfluous even to mention this. But it is well
known that in certain states, for example the United States, it is part
of the program of the government circles to overthrow, for example,

the internal social order of the Hungarian People's Republic. When we
say that we support peaceful coexistence, that means that for us words
and dceds are one. The American imperialists, and even more the people .
in the journalistic professsion, speak of peaceful coexistence and

make themselves appear as supporters of peace; but with them words

and deeds are diametrically opposed to one another.

It is a very important and good thing from the point of view of our
people's peaceful life and further progress that full agreement reigns
in the country's supreme legislative body on these fundamental questions.

I am convinced not cnly that this agreement expresses the views,
intentions, and will of the present 298 deputies, but also that the

vast majority of the Hungarian people agree on these fundamental questions.
The agreemrent expressed on these wain questions logically and rationally
implies that an absolute wa jority of the National Assembly sharply i
condemns the policy pursued by the Imre Nagy government, which, in the
final analysis, betrayed the position of the working class and socialism,
too, betrayzd the people and the cowntry's independence, on all these
fundamental questions.
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We have heard here wany facts and critical statements, and I must

say frankly that these have Teen refired, perliamentary versions of

the sharp and severe criticisms we Love met with where the masses of

the working people have gathered. And they were quite right, too.

It is implicit in their views on the wain questions-=and explicit also--
honcratble deputies, that it was inevitable and lawful, in the circumstance:
of that time, to set up a new Ieading opgan—to o IMto battle-for-the——
| cause of the people and to protect their vital interests. If I have
\ecrreutly understood what has been gaid in the debate--and it would

have been difficult to misunderstand it--the National Assembly endorses
the setting up of the Revolutionary Worker-Peasant Government and the
wain line it has followed so far. (Applause)

——

I hasten to add here that we members of the government have done what
I mentioned in the last sentence of my report. The lational Assembly
has given us tte moral and.polltlcal.suuport which is inevitably necessary

if the government is to centinue its work. I am thankful for this,
honorable National Assembly.

The debate -as reflected agreement on the main questions, and also
that difference of opinions exist in other questions. In my opinion
it is right that this has been reflected in the detate, and frankly,
this will later prove even more useful, provided our development &s
regards internal politics is healthy.

There is scmething solewmn about our meeting of today. This is rightly
so, because the National Assembly has in fact drawn up the balance
sheet of an historical pericd. Nevertheless, during the everyday work
it will happen that the differences of opinion expressed in certain
questions should assert themselves even more forcefully. Why is this
ilmportant? T welcome the speech of my honorable colleague Deputy
Peresztocky, which he began by pointing out the questions where
differences of opinion prevaileda. Why is this a good thing? There
must inevitably be differences of opinion, but as Beresztoczy emphasied,
there are no ideclogical differences separating the overwhelming

wa jority of deputies from each other. That there are differences of
opinion as regards questions is a fact known by everybody in public
life. There are differnces of opinion between Cowmunists and non-
Coumunists and also among the Coumunists, Awmong thinking people there
are differing opinions, and this is not wrong.

What is wrong is to remain silent about this. I believe that what
we Communists think of the Central Committee of our Party, or of the
national leadership of the Patriotic People's Front or of any other
social bedy, applies to a certain extent to the National Assembly as
.well. Here I do not want to reccumend the Leninist principle of
democratic centralism to the National Agsembly. But let us see what
is the proper course of things? The proper process is that the
question should first be debated and then a decision made. However,

| once a decision had been taken it should be carried out in unity.

I believe that this does not mean that we are intrcducing a

ccomunist terror regime, On the contrary, I would 1ike to see discussions
4 3 decisions made at proper times and then see us jointly

start’ carrying out the decision at the proper time. (Applause)




« XF 36 - HUNGARY
May 13, 1957

Let us take another aspect of this problem. Despite the fact that the
session of the National Assembly is taking place in public, and the
press and radic gives wide publicity to . our discussicns, yet the
(problem?) remains, which is better: For us here inside to indulge

in a little argument on some question which we have not yet decided,
or on which our attitude has not yet been formulated, but outside
parliament to stand united by the Assembly's decision, cr if while ve
are sitting here in session it seems that everybody agrees with every-
thing here and yet the very moment we leave the Parliament building

everybody begins to interpret it differently and represents a different
attitude?

I am of the opinion that they further the cause of the people who ex-
press their views while formulating the decision, and who once it has
been taken, deem it their duty to honestly represent it outside in
their everday work and life. Since the idea was givern to me by my
deputy colleague Beresztoczy, iet him not take offense if I use a story.
At one time I was Communist Perty secretary in the 13th district. Cne
day we were reminiscing, end I said that the cancer of Party life at

one time was the fact that at Party meetings we behaved like some sort
of bad Catholics. (few words indistinct--Ed.) on account of the
tendency.

What was it like in reality? When we met, a creature looking like a
church dignitary rose to spesk 2nd said what he had to say, and the

others listened with pious attention. In these lectures, to continue

the metaphor, they said things like: 'Do not steal,” '"Do not be a
scoundrel,” 'Do not be a careerist,” "Vork honestly,” and so forth,

to which everybody said "“Amen." And after they left the meeting, most

of the participants staerted doing all sorts of naughty and wicked things--
exactly the opposite of what they (had just heard?). (’pplause)
Afterward, to put our conscience at ease, we Communists, too, had our
confession--self-eriticism, (Laughter and applause)

There were some who called themselves Communists and who thought
that--similar to a bad Catholic, who indulges throughout the year in
wickedness, and around Easter goes to confession to ease his conscience,
and then on Tuesday after Laster starts his wickedness all over again
(laughter)--they, too, sat among Communists, professto be Communists,
and thought it compatible to listen to the good instructions and

assent to work, thennotwork well for a year or two and when questioned
to voice a little self-criticism, become transfigured, and then continue
with their mistakes where they left off. Such things cannot be per-
mitted. (Applause)

As regards what has been said on reorganizing the forces of Party,
rather let there be fewer of us, but let us be in agreement.
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And those who are not in agreement with us shouid say so; at least then

we shall know where we stend in this respect, too. (Short sentence
indistinct, which appears to be an apology for having spoken disparagingly
of Beresztocy--Ed.). But, at least, we know who supports the National Assembl
and the Party, and to what extent. Let us take the (Party?), for example.

1 am a Party functionary as well, because I am a pluralist (laughter),

and I know thet I cannot count on my deputy colleague Beresztocay to con-
vert Catholic believers to Communism. (laughter) The example quoted has

@ humorous side, true, but I only said that we should understand the essence
of it, and that essence is that one must state one's views. The decision
must be arrived at from this, and we must stick to our decision to carry

it out honestly. This is the essence of the matter, (and I believe it
is clear?).

I would now like to deal with a few questions raised during or in connection
with the debate and which I think should be answered separately. At the
same time, I ask you forgiveness for not dealing with every question raised;
the fact that I will not deal with all the questions does not mean that

they are not important, but one cannot answer every important question
(here?). We have heard the following question:

Our deputy colleague, Janos Peter, using a metaphor, said that (words
indistinet--Ed.) they were waiting for the autumn to see (words indistinet--
Ed.) A similar question was raised by Comrade (name indistinct--Ed.) and

a similar question by Comrade (Mrs. Kutas:). Others have also made con-
tributions to this question. What is the essence here?

I believe in the Hungarian working class, the Hungarian working people,
the Communists, the soldiers, and the police at least enough to tell them
frankly that the causes of the uncertainty and impotence manifested during
the October events on the part of the masses, certain units of the Army,
and part of the Communists and the policemen are not to be looked for in
the masses. We owe this much to our own people, because when we say that

the Hungarian people defended the cause of socialism, this is as true as
the Gospel.

In this connection, many historical arguments have been brought. But we
must state, comrades, that the historic merit goes to the working class--
I bope my peasant brethren will not mind my saying so--which since 1918
has fought for the people's power and shed its blood in the fight, never
swerving from the cause. (Applause)

It was not by chance and coincidence that it was the Hungarian people,
which had suffered badly under a particularly wicked form of capitalism
and the very powerful remnants of a medieval system, who were the first,
after the Russian and Soviet peoples (as received--Ed.), who suffered
under similar oppression,, to achieve the power of the working people.
(Applause) In my opinion, this is one of the most important factors in
the just pride of the Hungarian nation.
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Unfortunately, I have not been able to give here adetailed account‘of
my personal experiences during the October days. They are interesting.
Still, I would like to sa&y something of them. If I treat of the leader-

. ship, then I have to take the leadership of the Party and of the country

as one, I must say the following: The leacership of those days consisted,
fundawentally, of two perts. One part decided in July vo eliminate mistakes,
and I am convinced that had we followed the line adopted in July, in one
year--although not without internal faults, differences of opinion, diffi-
culties, and friction=-we could have remedied the mistakes without major
damage and sacrifices. This is an important factor. (/pplause) One part

of the leadership was guided by these aspirations and intentions, and I

must state frankly that this part of the leadership {was in?) sericus
trouble in those days.

(Word indistinct--Ed.) it was difficult, and I speak for myself, to under-
stand what was happening in the torrent of events during those days. Also,
(it was difficult to see?) the next step, that is, what was to be done.
Yes, it was difficult to grasp what was happening and difficult to see
what was to be done. For this reason, there was uncertainty in the smaller
but better part of the leadership.

At the same time the other part also took part in the leadership, and I
must speak here of the group of Imre Nagy, the other part which had our
full (word indistinct--Ed.) I must say this because I am not in a position
to deny that I, too, voted for Imre Nagy to become Premier, and I shall
never deny this, because, despite his many faults I was convinced that

he was an honest man supporting the working class” It became clear only
later that he was not so.

e .

(How did this affect the leadership?). This part of the leadership was
not in the same position as the other half, which was in the dark about
what was happening. They knew what was happening because they were partly

responsible for it. Thus, it was not difficult for them to know what was
happening. :

Consequently, they must have known what they wanted and they were in a
position to exert pressure on the other half of the leadership to cooperate
with them in the uncertain situation for a while. This is how we got into
the position, for which the leadership must be blamed, that the demands

of the thousands and thousands of people who expected .instructions and
guidence from the center of the country, who demanded arms, and who knew
better what would have to be done thanwewho were in the leadership, were
not honestly met by the 13@QEEEEEp (worq§‘indistinct--Ed.)

—— r S - _-—
This is how I came to the realization,%-bﬁ Eev. 12 that this road could
no longer be followed. Although things "I50 ifferent ther, I was also

certein that the vast masses of the Hungarian people would understand that
we had to break away and to find the road leading to a straight fight.
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I believe that the prestige of the leadership does not require that
it should keep silent about these things, but that it should say tihem
in a straightforward manner.

I could not dwell at length in my report on that aspect of the October
events which constituted a (danger) for you and mankind. Several of the
sucakers have mentioned this. This danger was immense. Both of its

forms were grave, One of them lay in the following. ZLveryone inows
that this counterrevolution was pgg@ggjgg_hy_gwdesi:ahzsiiiﬁﬁﬁfiﬁIiEt and

crauTinist vevenge. Everyone knows this. Also, everyone knows Hungery's
¢heracteristic; historic pogition. Hungary has five states .as neighbors.
There is not a single one of those five whose territory does nol include

an area which, in the course of history, for a shorter or longer period,

long, long ago or recently, did not belong to Hungary.

This was the historic position. We are following the right road when we
reject nationalist and chauvinist revenge and, as far as this guestion

is concerned, return to the ideal of Kossuth, which was to realize all

our aspirations--the socialist ideal, peaceful and fraternal coexistence--
in the form of 2 comm.n struggle to implement peace. Ve approve of this.
This is the meaning of the iiungarian People's Republic. But those gentle-
men cared precious little for the Hungarian People's Republic, (few

words indistinct--Ed.) If they had come into power--and I need n<t
exaggerate, therefore, suffice it to say, if they had only consolidated
their power which they could have done in 2 or 3 weeks--they would have

-~ gat the country abvlaze. Even the blind and the feebleminded cen see this.

There was also another form of danger. (one-minute passage indistinct~-Ed.
This was the opposition goverrnment (ellenkormany) in Trans-Danubia. (This |
is not a scene from a Punch and Judy show:). This is a blocd-sodden histori
fact. The object of the opposition government in Trans-Danubia was to
turn Hungary into a second Korea. Not quite in the same way, though,

that is not into South and North Hungary: They wanted a West and an

East Hungary end this is where imperialism wanted to create a new hotbed
of war in the heart of Europe. Never in the coursge of history has there
been a purely lccal war in the heart of Europe; local wars have always
developed into world wars. Thus, the warning by our deputy colleague

Janos Peter wes well justified (words indistinct--Ed.)

The question of the Patriotic People's Front has also been raised here.

T am not in a position today to outline a program or an organizational

- gtructure for the People's Patriotic rfront. But, I can refer to a historic
fact. The Patriotic People's Front started after the Second World War in
the form of the historic memorial committee (toertenelmi emlekbizottsag),
Hungarian ‘TFront, and similar (word indistinct--Ed.) organizations;

these later became the Hungarian Indepenedence Front; the Patriotic People'’
Front is their direct offspring. .
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Of course, when it was born, it had living contents; there was 'no

need to secarch for its contents; it was created with that ideal through
the initiative of the Communists; it is not Party pride that makes

me say this. It is a historic fact. (Applause).

I think that while %2 aigh aul"eay hdre that the masses look forward
hopefully to the future of the Patriotic People's Front, the masses

have in fact gone ahead of us. Because, what in fact has taken place

in front of our eyes since Nov. 4, the activization of the public and
political 1life, means that the masses are ahead of us and the outline and
the nucleus of the Patriotic Pecople's Front has already been born in

the form in which life itself demanded. (Applause)

Here, for example, let us take May Day, or if you like, the four
neetings which have taken place in Budapes®. (These took place under
the aecgls of the Communist Party and of the Revolutionary Worker-

_ Peasant Government?). It 1s a well-known fact that there are still

rather sharp arguments among our people; no one can tell me that, if
there are 7 million adulhs in Hungary, all 7 million will say, "long
live the revolutionary workars Party" and "Long live the Hungarian
Revolutionary Worker-Peasant Government"* there are in fact views in
this country which are in opposition to the Government.

We are not going to deceive ourselves by pretending that there are
none. But the fact that, at the call of the Revolutionary Worker-
Peasant Government, to those four meetings in Budapest came--well,

of course, figures allow for argument--100,000 or 140,000, or shall we
say, only 80,000 people and on May Day here in Budapest--of course,

no one took a count, and we do not want to understate the figure, but
we are certain that there were at least 200,000 people at that meeting
--shows that there is no doubt that, taking the country as a whole,
about 600,000 or 800,000 at least assembled.

Please, compare the figures. The Hungarian Socialist Workers Party

has about 300,000 members. (Sentence indistinct--Ed.) Those meetings,
called by the Party, were attended by three, four,and even five times

as meny people as there are members in the Party. Who are these people?
These include non-Communists, honest workers, peasants and intellectuals

to whom the main thing is--and in my view this is the meaning of the
people's front these days--to be united in condemning the counterrevolution,
in defending the peoples republic, and in building socialism.

(_“And our task, and maybe the special task of Comrade Apro who, at present,

is the chairmen énd & member of the Patriotic Peoples Front (burst of
laughter), is to harness into suitable shape the healthy trend, which
in my view already exlsts in our people, to revive the Patriotic
Peoples Front. (Applause).
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For this, it is necessary to know the opinion and wish of the masses and

this must always to be taken account of if, as is usually the case, it

coincides with progress. But if it does not, then one must lead the
sses in another directiof. re~1s that one who

clalms To be a leader ard wanis to be regarded as one--and here there

is no difference between the village leader and the country's leaders,

since it is the seame homor to be selected for a village leader--must

always have the courege to express what is in the interest.of the

masses. He must do so, whether he gets applause for it or whether it

at first causes displeasure. (Applause)

In my opinion, the masses will 10 times more respect those leaders, or
for that matter, that leader, who tells them that they are not right,
later coming round to the leadefs! view, *“an they will those

leaders who court them and by (word indistinct--Ed.) demagogy and

try thus to gain their respect. ILater, such leaders will not be regarded
as leaders by the masses; they will be successful only temporarily. But
leadership will have authority oniy if it always answers the questions

of the masses, always bears in mind the interests of the masses, and
does not act under the influence of the mood of the moment.

low for the problem of our youth: What happened with the Hungarian
youth during the October events is a lesson for them, but it is even
more of a lesson for the adults--much more so. What should the lesson
be for the adults? It follows that young people are always inclined

to idealize things. They are looking for ideals, and sometimes those
jdeals are embodied in personalities. This is a law of nature which

we cannot alter but in order that it is not abused, it is very important
that we do not idealize anyone in the eyes of the youth and that we

do not idealize life's realities.

We must not forget that it was more on emotional than intellectual
grounds that these young people were followers of the people's democracy
and of the idea of socialism, and they saw some contradictions. Socia lism
as it is written down is a wonderful thing, but we have never claimed
that this society is with us yet; it is just being born, amid pain,
struggles, troubles, difficulties, as has been the case with every

other new world. If we told the youth that the present is socialism,

we did not tell them the truth. If we spoke in terms of personalities,
we made a mistake.

It is shattering for youth to suffer emotional disappointment, and. some
young people got into a situation where they had to suffer such
dissillusionment, because they were strong, not intellectually, but
emotionally--and they suffered a shock. One must always mse big words
and superlatives sparingly. This is my opinion.
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I want tomention here that Z. Nagy, who says that it is not a simple

thing to build socialism, is quite right. This goes without saying.

I would also like to add here that I would not like to get involved in

a party question! But I would like t6 Bay that there should be no ;
‘derstanding. We are Communists loyal in our thinking to the Party.

"Vl hove always kncwn that the Party stands high; the Party is not an end”

in wueelf; the Party's duty is to fight for the interests of the working

masses in accordance with the scientific ideology of the working class.

The Party must organize, unite, and lead the pecople (Applause).

There were also other problems. Comrade Gaspar has spoken on the

reasons why there was a certain measure of discontent among the workers.
For instance, they did not have enough influence as far as ile managemen
40T the engerprises was concerned.: sThere was dissontent also with e -
gard to other matters, such as the standard of living and similar

things. T would like to deal here with one idea and it is the following,
corcerning the relationship of the leaders and the masses. I think, v Ztmhjg)

¥

first of all, that the leadership can fulfill its task only if it never
disregards the standpoint and will of the masses.

What is required for this purpose? First of all, cne must know the
masscs, one must be there among them, one must find out what the people
are preoccupled with, and onc must give them an answer. Without this
(rest of sentence indistinct--Ed, ) For instance, I spoke to one trade
union man, who said that our trade union people should mix more with
the masses than they are doing at present.

One cannot avert the questions put forward by the masses. There are
always problems which concern the masses; they expect an answer to thos
problems, and they must get the answer from somebody. If we do not
give the answer, the cnemy will give it, of course according to his
interests. We must therefore be there among the masses; we should

not be afreid of them, not even of their questions, because if our

standpoint is just, we can safely answer the masses. — -
; : ‘

To that I must add that in my opinion the task of the leaders is not 1
to put Into effect the wishes and will of the masses, and this statement |
will sound rather strange. In my opinion, the leaders' task is to realize1
the interests of the masses. Why do I differentiate between the wishes \
and will and the intcrest of the masses? In the recent past we have
encountered the phenomenon that certain categories of workers acted

against thelr own interests. Well, what is the task of a leader in :
such a situation? - Is it, perhapsy to mechanically~implement incorreset we
ideas? ©No, it is not. The duty of the leadership is to represent

the Interests of the masses.
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We must always consider very carefully before we say "the best," or

"fhe greatest," because we will always be called to account for i% when
the thing proves even less than mediocre. This is very important to bear
in mind. (Applause) -

But in my opinion there is no reason for despair, because I remember the
times of the Horthy regime--please do not take it amiss, for I have a
thought to develop: In 1932 I was alrveadysone of the Communist working
youth. At that time, the famous Otvos college Communist case caused a
Sensation. The newspapers were full of it, and--I am not aiming at thg
Catholic Church when I say this--MENZEIT UJSAG and UJ MENZEDEK (Catholic
papers--Ed.) carried editorials which really made one cry. What they said
was that the Otvos college case had proved that the youth of the ruling
classes were on the side of the working class.

What was the interesting aspect of this case? A Communist youth comspiracy
was discovered. There were something like 47 members, and among those
arrested were the children of the best families in the country, those of
landowners, factory owners, the son or nephew of the Budapest Assistant
Commissioner of Police, the son of a bishop, and so forth, and so the

UJ MENZEDEK and MAGYAR NEMZET (as heard--Ed.) were right in stating in
despair that the Communists had snatched our own youth from us. I think
that what happened in 1932 was nstursl and right. It is the way of human
progress that the progressive working class gains for its ideas that part
v the youth of the ruling classes which supports the good.

“De abnormal thing is what we have experienced in the recent past: ‘hhat
“mong the children of the working class those that were most hesitant

“ere gained by the counterrevolution and fascism for its side, for its
“deas. What are those ideas? You adults sitting here know them. Is it
normel, is it possible, can one allow it? Can one allow ideas of murder,
sucking the blood of the people, and robbing the nation of its independence
“0 gather under its flag even five working class or peasant children? No,
one camnot allow this to bappen; this must not be repeated, and it is

up to us adults. Only afterward will we have the right to allow young people
to draw the lesson for themselves.

Here there is snother question of an ideological nature with which I

want to deal. Our fellow deputy Parragi made the following claim: the
Covernment must show patience and humaneness and show that the barriers

are dowm, either here or at the borders, as far as those who want to return
are concerned. In my opinion this is correct and good, but it requires
certain amplification. This is necessary as far as the guilty are concerned.
Especially must one mention that it seems necessary to deal with this
question: When we fight against errors, we fight against the errors and
not the men. Why is this important? We require those with erroneous views
to give those views up, but if we associate the wrong views with the men
end go on beeting and strangling them all the time and without stopping,
continuing to regard them as having wrong views, they will be branded till

the end of their days, and this is not good for the healthy development
of our future.
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We are fighting against mistakes giving no quarter and very toughly;
we hit the error and with it theé~man who is its carrier, but if he gives
it up, then he can find his place in (society?). (Applause)

Unfortunately, this tolerance and humanmenese must be supplemented by severity
for the guilty. I will frankly say here that we must look at & case as a
whole and sse what has been done against the people, because it is not

true that the 170,000 or so young pecple who in their first fit of madness
left the country are enemies of the Hungarisn people. This is not so.

Not a few of them have retumned. It is a sacrifice for the nation, (for?)
they would have died. I am sorry also for those who lost their lives on

the other side of the (front?). This is why we must deal severely with

the guilty. The people's life is dearer to us than enything alse. (Applause)

There are certain worries concerning this. There are some who say: What
about the principle of legality, dictatorship of the proletariat, and so

on? Will there be no trouble again if we go on punishing people, and so on?
I do not think there is any justification for these fears. Why? First

of all because if there were such cases in the past--and I am sorry

to admit thet there were--that one pointed to & man and said he was guilty
and it was then his task to prove that he was not, this was the wrong
sterting point, as people might have invented some crime he (had never
committad?),

But what is the position at present? Do we need any thing like this? Do
we have to ldok around and say: It is more than 3 weeks since I have seen
an enemy, we have got to fight the enemy? We are not in such a situation,
in suck 2 poor situation in that respect. (Laughter) There are plenty

of real anti-people crimes which must be investigated and the (guilty
punished?). That no mistake is made is enother matter. First we must

get the facts and investigate them. Secondly I stress that the crime

must be punished and not the man, and (this may be comtradictory?).

I must also say that for those who did not commit a capital crime, the way \
back to society must be found. The penalty must be severe, and if someone
cormitted a capital offense, he must get what he deserves. Why? So that
We can restrain others who are not guilty as yet so far as crimes against
the people are concerned. So it is that we can show tolerance and ;
humaneness without neglecting the obligation of defending the interests \
of the people. If we do not arrest and punish the inciter, then we offend !

against those (30?) young people who tomorrow and next year will be snatched |
from us against their own interests. (Applause). h
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Now to economic matters. We could not go into cdetails. Work must go

on all the time, the National Assembly will have to debste (few words
indistinet--Ed.), it will be a guiding rule for later work. It is

correct that in addition to industry, agriculture and other sectors

have also been dealt with. I would like, however, to mention here the
following. We have been forced to inmtroduce a measure which is not popular:,
The authorities have been forced to increase the prices of certain

articles. This is how I see the task now.

We have reached a certain stage. How did we reach it? There were measures
by which the standard of living was partly fixed by law and partly

decided by us. We must remember this: There were workers councils and

who knows wiat other organizations at the time. When there was no central
direction, they tcok the checks, went to the national bank for cash, and
paid people according to their whims. A1l this had to be legalized to

2 certain degree. There was no other alternative, and perhaps to act
otherwise would not even have been right.

Other wage increases and the abolition of compulsory deliveries Wwere
decreed by the Government. The result was & certain raiglng of living
standards. Now, of course, what we are doing is a bitter pill. Raising
prices makes things a 1ittlé bitter, and the increased price of wine
makes the taste of it a 1ittla sour, This is true.

“hen we were arguing some time sgo with these people--and there were some
people among the trade unions who suggested hair-raising wage increases
and also wrote about them in the newspavers, even without first discussing:
them--everyone was competing with each other, everybody wanted to be

a8 good boy. I had a little argument with the comrades and told them this
W38 not a good division of work. When I talked to the trade unions, they
only came forward with wage proposals. They were the good ones, and we

in the Government were the bad ones.

When I talked to the newspapermen, they argued about freedom and about

the right to eriticize and who knows what else. I told them, this is

not a good division of work. How is it that the task of the Government

1s to meke mistakes and the takk of the newspaperman is to write about

these mistakes? (Laughter) Well, I certainly do not want to accept this |
state as permanent. One-must suppose that even the Government can do |
something geod and even the newspapermen can make a mistake. Laughter)

There must be some equality in the division of work, as otherwise I would
have to change my job and go over to the trade unions, and I am sure I
would be able to draft 4 wagelist that no Premier in the world would
approve. Or I would become a Journalist and point out mistakes in such |
8 way thst they would be very hard to explain away. And that is why this |
is not right division of work.
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Well, then, what is the matter now? We told the people at the time:

"Look here, this carnival with all its comforts (cammot go on?)." When
they came and told us, "We are not going to work'--those were not the

real representatives of the workers, but people who at that time could
present themselves as workers' representatives--"until-this and that is
done." We told them: "People, locok here, we are not mine or factory-owners.
If you speak for the workers, then you talk about your own case. 7You ]
are not hurting us if you do not work for 3 days or a week, you are hurting
yourselves.,"

Those were hard times and they have had their consequences. We had to
draw up the balance sheet and the result of it was that (adjustments?) had
to be made. Should we ask for the wages to be repaid? This is impossible.
People who live on wages cannot be asked to do that. But something must
be done to balance the relationship between wages, income, and goods.

Is it perhaps our duty to supply industrial products and sometimes wine

at a price detrimental to the public, so that with every liter of wine

we hand as a national gift 5 forints to the man who drinks the wine?
(Laughter). Or with another article, the fellow comes, puts money on the
counter, and when he takes the article, sctually takes from the cash
register 180 forints from public money for doing us the favor of buying the
article?

We must also state that an increase in prices is not a trend in our
economic policy. But this time it was necessary to put things in order,
and this is an economic measure of the same kind as those taken in

the poliiical field. And there will be order; and cur economic life will
be put ia order.

I know there would be many more cheers if I could say that we are increasing
wages in some categories by 20 or so percent, or that we are reducing

the price of some articles by 30 percent. But our duty is to insure the
solidity and balance of our national economy and in that way protect the
standard of living. This is why we had to take these steps.

Well, in conclusion, I see that there is confidence here in the Government.

I admit frankly that this confidence is very gratifying and (I like 152 )s

I would also like to say something about our own (appointments?), at least

as far as I am concerned. I think, and I have the feeling that the others also
think, that before we became menbers of this Government we had a variety of
posts. And I think that not only myself but all my colleagues want

from life only to be allowed to live as decent (Communist?) people. We

have no special ambitions.

As far as T am concerned I certainly have had years when I felt I had
enough of glory, and I resigned from positions which were not small. (One
gentence indistinet--Ed.) But we have felt that it is our duty.
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I must say that although perhaps it is not right to joke about such a
great matter, I still feel thet sround here on Nev. 1 (it was difficult
to find people?) who would rightfully claim the post of Premier. This
is my opinion. :

It was so because it was necessary to stand up and take things in hand.
I will say, fraokly, sud I think everybody will agree with we, that the
circumstances in which the Government was formed and started work were
everything but enviable. And I did not see any scramble as far as the
ministerial posts were concerned (laughter), or (words indistinct--Ed.)
similar scrauble.

Even now there are very decent people, who are our friends and supporters,
end wiho still stand somewnat aside. hey approve of what we are doing,
but they waut to wait another little bit, until we wash the dirty linen

even waiter. They will put in au appearance in the Tighting arena immediately

when eternal peace has set already in. (Laughter) There are such people.
Ve are not angry with these people. I am convinced that they will help,
as their conscience and their loyalty to the people require it. We are
not rushing them, because our pleasaut experience has been that since

the goverument is helping, Tighting, and working, every dasy more and more
people support the Government actively. (Applause)

And es fer as we are concerued there could be no greater reward for our
woirk then tuat. Our wish is to be able to justify this confidence in us.
because this confidence is such 8 (responsibility?), I sometimes feel
scared, bscause of the love, of (the confidence?). When I meet people
now, they greet me and they look at me in such & way that I am quite
humble, because all this love, gratitude, and confidence impose such e
responsibility, which taken seriously could not easily be ever fully
satisfied, and meinly in cases of people iu such nigh positions. And so
I thank you for the confidence expressed here, and I ask you to approve
uy report and support the Government in its (struggle:).

Mandate Ixtcension Bill
Budapest, Hungarian Home Service, May 11, 1957, 1910 GMP--L
(Excerpt)

At today's meeting of the National Assembly Kalmau Pongracz subumitted

@& bill on behall of the law, administration, and judiciary committee on
extending the mandate of the National Asseubly elected on Mey 17, 1953.
The mandate of the National Assembly expired on Mey 17, 1957, but as
tae bill says, according to Art. 18 ol the Coustitution,. the National
Assembly can declare an exbtension for a definite period of its mandate
in the event of war or other exceptional circumstances.
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The exceptional circumstiences which srose sfter Oct. 23, 19556, and to
which the preamble of +the bill refers, justiiy the prolengation by

2 years of the National Assembly's wendate. Axrt. 2, of the bill says
that the mandate of the Presidential Council of the Republic shall last
as long as the newly elected National Assembly elecis the Presidential
Council of the Republic. Deputies Imre Ahacz and Kalman Negy spoke on
the bill, after which the Netional Assembly passed the bill in its third
reading.

Assembly Conclusion
Budapest, Hungsrian Home Service, Mey 11, 1957, 1910 GMI-~-L
(Excerpts)

Tue National Assembly today approved the report by the cheirwmen of the
Council of Ministers unaniumously and with appreciation. Deputy brik Molher
proposed the bill on tie modification of the Constitution of the Hungarian
People's Republic. '

Accordingly, Para, 22 of the Constitution will be supplemented as follows:
“The highest organ of the state administration is tue Council of Ministers
of the People's Republic, the Hungarisu Eevolutionary Worker- PeasaL
Government. - R _

et i,

Para, 2t is replaced as follows: 'The ministries ol the Hunggrlaa People s
Republic are listed in a separeie.léM.. The preamble to the bill seat

that tile change is necessary because tue former Para. 24 lists the

ministries oi the Huugarian People's Republic. In tue past, therefore,

because of this legal position it was necessary, in every case of government
reconstruction, which im substence did not entail any modificaetion of

the Constitution, to alter Para., 2L of the Constitution seversl times in a year.

Par. 07 of the Constitusion deals with the ccat of arms of the Hungarian
People's Republic. Accordingly, the ccat of arms of tue Hungerien .
People's Republic is a réa—vawbe—‘ reen (words indistinet--Ld. ) shaped
escutcheon on a lignt blue background, held together ou both sides by
whea sheaves., Cn the lett wicat shesf there is & red-white-greeu ribbon
and the right-hend one, a red ribbon. The five-pointed red star atvop
the escutcheon emits bo*den ays.

Para.G0 is medified as follows: "The Hungarian People's Republic's flag

is red, white aud green."” This modification dispenses witi the need to
display the national coast of arms on tie flag. The presmble states that

it is not necessary that the flag, which is the official emblem of tne
state, should bear the coast of arms, which is another officisl state emblem.

£l



