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L _the invitation of the Chairman, Mr. Gabor Havas took a place at_the Committee
table,

The CHAIRMAN: On behalf of the Committee I bid you welcome, Your name

is Gabor Havas and you are a prominent Soecial Democrat and president of the
Workers' Council of the catering industry of Budapest. At the end of October you
organized the Social Democratic Farty. I ask you to make your statement as to the

events to which you were an eye-witness or in which you participated.
Mr, HAVAS (spoke in English): May I speak in Hungarian?

The CHAIRM/N: Yes, of course, but please do not speak too fast.

Mr. HAVAS (interpretation from Hungarian): Before I speak of the

revolution I would like to tell the Committee about some of the methods with the
aid of which the Communists took over power., I would like to speak of the elections
in 1947 and how the Communists succeeded then in getting control in their hands by
any means at their command, although you cannot really say that control was in their
hands at that time because they only gained about thirty per cent of the votes, and
they could not even have achieved that had they not used the following methods.

Before the elections they got hold of the register of voters. People in this
rezister could make objections to Social Demoerat, Smallholders! Party and Communist
candidates and in certain cases such objeetions were made against Communists, but .
particularly against the Smallholders' Farty. Inspection of these objections, which
numbéréd several thousand, was to be carried ocut by a committee, but they did not
do their Jjob properly, although they werc urged to do so, and made all sorts of
excuses to prevent people from making their objections, so that a great many people
were deprived of their right to wvote.

The Communists proposed that the Social Democratic Party and the
Communist Party should merge but many thousand Social Demnerats working
in industry 4id not want to lay themselves open to future reproach on -
the basis of their having joined the Comrunist Party. The Commnists
did this with other parties too but their trump card was the distribution
of the so-called blue slips. They published an instruction that people who
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for any reason could not vote in their own district could do so in any district.
At that time I was the chairman of the election committee at Pannonia Street in the
5th District.  When voting started at about eight or nine olclock in the morning
great crowds of people were coming in with such blue slips to vote in our district,
I should mention that a representative of each party sat on the election committee.
When all these people appeared with blue slips I realized at once that there was
trickery afoot and we heard that the same thing was happening in other election
districts and that people with such blue slips were being brought in by truck from
outlying districts of Bydapest and even from the provinces. In this way people werc
able to vote with the aid of the blue slips in ten or fifteen different places,
When I saw this and realized tha’ it was a plot I refused to allow people with
blue slips to vote, The Communist membe» protested and called up the Ministry of
the Interior and within a very short time a car appeared carrying two civilians.
They asked me to go to the Ministry of thc Interior with them immediately, where
I saw Rajk, the then Minister of the Interior. He reminded me roughly that it
was my duty to accept these blue election slips and I told him that in that case
I would resign as chairman of the election committee. He said he would take
further steps against me and dismissed me, and I did not return, On the same day
and for the same reason the Social Democratic Minister, Istvan Riesz, handed in
his resignation. This was not accepted by the Government and in the afternoon,
with the approval of the Social Democratic Party, he withdrew it. It was the same
Istvan Riesz who was arrested in 1955 and later committed suicide in his cell or
was killed ~ it has never become clear which,
I would like to recount one other incident which is very characteristic of the
Communist machinations which before the revolution enabled them to obtain power,
I was a director of a large textile factory one of whose plants was at Ujpest.,
One of the technical leaders there was a man named Paduch, a textile engineer who
had somewhat rightist views before the mar but tried to fit himself into the
situation after 1945, He was an excellent worker and an excellent technician ——
one of the pillars of the technical staff of the factory., The Communists wanted
to get rid of this man Paduch but they dic not succeed with legal methods, whereupon
the following happened. Among the coual brought into the factory, as later
inspection showed, they put a hand grenade, but this was discovered before the
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truck actually entered the factory. The AVH came out and started an investigation,
as a result of which they found two similar hand grenades in the cupboard in
Paduch's office. These had been hidden there so that they could get rid of him
and they did arrest him and take him away.

I wanted to tell you these few characteristic incidents to illustrate the kind
of methods the Communists used in order to threaten people and take over control,
which they did in 1948, Their final stroke was the forced fusion of the Social
Democratic Party with the Communist Party. This treachery against the Social
Democratic Party was carried out by Szakaszits, Marosan, Riesz, Schiffer, Jusztus
and a few others, all members of the so-called left-wing of the Social Democratic
Party. The masses of the Social Democrats had nothing to do with this merger.
Social Demoerats are not Communists and no one could succeed in making them
Commnists, which is shown by the revolution and the behaviour not only of the
Social Democrats but of the vast majority of the workers.

On 20 June 1950 I and 200 other Social Democratic functionaries were arrested.
Even before this in 1948 I had had to give up my directorship in my firm because
of my party activities andanti-Communist foolings, which were known, and becauso
there could no longer be any Social Democrats in the Government. Until 1950 I
worked in various smaller jobs and like all the other Social Democrats I entered
into no political activities.
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Until 1956 therec was no Social Democratic Party in Hungary because they excluded
us from any political activity and also from any means of making a living. We were
forced to do the most menial tasks in order to earn our daily broad. The Communists
regarded the Social DemocreticParty as their greoatest ememies because that was the Party
which served the interests of the working people and could gain their support. Even
the utmost terror could not move the masses of the people away from the Social Democratic
Party. |

On 20 June 1950 at 2,30 in the morning my bell rang; two AVH people were led into
my bedroom by my wifece They told mc to get dressed and said thoy were taking me to
be questioned. Since 10 June many Social Democratic officials, including Anna Ketily,
had been arrested and taken away to unknown destinetions, so we had expected to be
arrested, and the appearance of the AVH poople was no surprise. They scarched my
house, but naturally did not find anything because I was proparcd for thom. They
took all my documents, my birth certificate, my driving liconcc, and phoiographs of no
value. They did not touch my valuables, I was put into a prison van and taken to
the policc cclls at Mosonyi Strect. It appoarcd later that this building had been
specially reserved by them for the rcception of the Social Democrats,

They pushed me into a ccll where thecre were alrcady abaut fifty Social Democrats,
I knew all of thom ond had many good friends among theme We worc kept in most unhcalthy
conditions until we were taken one by one for questioning, and those who went away
never rcturned to that ccll, My turn camec in about two days when they lod me at a
quick pace to another building wherc thorc worc threoo men, two young men and an older
mene. They asked my name, and whether I knew why I wos theres I said I did not kuow.
Then they started to beat me with rubber truncheons and with their fists, using
obscene languago. Thoy beat me from the right and from the left, and I fell several
times, when they pulled me upe I must say I felt no pain during the beatings, but
I was very scared,

When they saw I could no longer even think, they started questioning me. They
accused mo that with Anna Kothly and others I had conspired to overthrow the pcople's
democracy. They accused me of being anti-Communist, anti-Sovict, and wanted me to
admit absurdities of the kind of which they usually accused people, I will not go .
into these, as they are not interecsting. After my first questioning they pressed me
to sign a type-written confession which thoy placed before me. When I began to rcad
it I could see it contained the things thoy had insinuated and which I had refused to
sign earlier, They then led me away to a solitary cell from thich later they
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hrought me out and beat me againe They alternated the beatings with psychological
methods. The three AVH people who were carrying out the investigation were in

civilian clothes. The lcader would lecave the table and go behind my back, and the

other two were alrecady behind my back. One placed my head in a certain position, and

I thought they were going to shoot me. Then they world laugh; there was a stenographer
thore and even she laughed. After that they started the questioning and the beating
againe.

The next time this happened I signed the official confession because I could no
longer bear the beating end the threatening. They threatened to bring my wife in,
and said they would torture her before my oycs; they used every means in ULOLT power
to make me sign and I signed because I wanted five minutes of peace. I zot a
haemorrhage from this beating so they took me to the prisoners! infirmery in the same
building. Here I got very goud food and good wedical atlention and in a fow weoks
I was on my fcet again.

Anong the Social Democrets who were w.th me there, those who were still on theix
fect end still able to work were taken to Rcosk and others to Vac. Thosc who had
been incapacitated by the boatings, including myself,were taken to Kistarcsa wherc
there was a camp of about 1,500 people. At times this number increased to 3,000 or
3,500 pcople, elthough the camp facilitics only provided for 1,500, Men and women
were in seperete buildings. The now arrivals werc held in a so-called reception
room, where thoy got very rough treatment and an absolute minimum of food.

Whut happened to me herse I learned later was a routine preccedure
characteristic of this camp. They tried to sclect people from among the prisoncrs
who were respccted by them because of their social position, and they tried to
organize thom as spics or informers. They promised us nothing, but in certain casee
they succeeded in reeruiting such informers who caused a great deal of trouble. I
did not know about this at the time. They called me before a Licutenant Toth who
later became the commander of the AVH peoplc. He was a sadist; he had me brought
before himand tried to frighten me. He scolded me and said I was a Social Democral
but I could not be such a bad Fascist and maybe there was still some humen feeling
left in me to help the people's democracy., I asked how I could help in the situation
in which I found myself. He replied that there wore many base people anong us aand
I should talk to them and report to him, t:en I could sec what he woented. I said
I was a prisoner and would submit to any vunishment but all I asked was to be lef%
alcne. Then they started to beat me and took me to the cellars,

a
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At Kistarcsa overy building is a prison but there is onc modern asbestos-lined
building which is used only as a punishment cell. They took me to the prison,
chained my right hand to my left foot, and left me in a dark cell about three metres
squares There was no heating, and this was in the middle of the winter of 1950,

For clothing I had nothing but a shirt, an undershirt, a pair of shorts and a pair
of shoes, and I was left in chains in that hole. I was there for twenty-four hours
when I was given a little pioce of broad, abaut twenty dekas. It was so dark I did
not know what the time was and I could not move bccause if I did so my wrists and
ankles bled, I had to freeze and starvo. Then they took me up to a solitary cell
on an upper floor where I got the rcgular prison fare and it was not dark and I was
not in chains, After twenty-four hours of that they took me down again and the
whole performance was repeated,

In the middle of the fifth night Toth appcared; he turncd on the electric
light and asked "Have you had enough? H.ve you thought it over?" I seid T hed
nothing to think over. Next day they took me to the upper floor of the prison, and
threc days later to the reception centre, then to the place where the rcgular internees
were being kept, and I was there for three and a half years. Each prisoner could
receive a packege once in three months, but I had only four such packages. and only
four visitors during thirty months. Everyone clse fared the same, cveryone with whom
they did not succood wes treated in this way, but they did achiove their objcet with
some people, Colonel Szentpeteri, 8 high-ranking military officer, became a traitor,
but it was interesting to see that they could not get anywhere with the workers and
the simple people.

This was the way the AVH treated people and tried to break them. One eannot
wonder that after such treatment thore was always, after a shorter or a longer time,

& signed confession,
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I know of no such cases but I do know of cases where honest self-respecting people
were faced with people they did not even know and whom they were seeing for the
first time in their lives, about whom they had to say: "He conspired with me and
he did such and such a thing". One man returned to me crying after such a hearing
and salid that they had treated him in such a way. I tried to console him; he died
later of a broken heart. In 1954 they released me,

The CHAIRMAN: Thank you very much for your valuable description of
Communist methods; it will be of importance to the Committee in preparing its
report. However, the Committee is pressed for time and I would ask you to describe
as soon as possible the more recent events which took place during the revolution

and your experiences during that period.

Mr, HAVAS (interpretation from Hungarian): I was the chairman of the
Workers! Council in the industry where I worked during the revolution, I should
like to inform you about the Workers' Councils and the work they performed as well

as the formation of the Central Workers! Council and the interdiction which existed

A e,

forbidding the closing down of the Workers'! ﬂounéTIs. Furthermoré:—i would like to

——

explain the role of the Workers! Councils as it 15 performed today; all of them

worked in the same way. There are very few people left in them who took part in the

revdlution and these Councils are already studded with elements which are completely

in the s ervice of the Government, which has introduced them into the Workers! Councils,

The present aim is to increase production and to re-establish the "speeding up" system.

—

I am aware that the Committee has very little time but I would like to read some
extracts which describe the situation of the workers before, during and after the

e

revolution. In that way I wish to prove, even although such proof has already been
iven to the world and the Committee will have heard of it during previous hearings,
that the revolution was not brought about by Fascists but by people who went through
Communist schools, and by workers who during the last eleven years had everything
except freedom and bread. When the Workers! Council of my factory was first
established their first step was to get rid of those extremist Communist elements
who during the last ten years had denounced the workers and put increasing burdens
upon them. In my factory there were about 100 officials and 700 workers. In order
to show you what a small number of real Communists there were I would like to submit

some statistics to you; these statisticsare characteristic of all factories, There
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were only about three officials and two workers out of a total of about 800 people

who were(reformers\and extremists, Therefore out of 800 people we only found
about five Communists with whom we could not co-operate. We put a stop to the much
B e ———_

feared personnel department which held records of all employees in which data were
recorded regarding their previous employmznt of-the last eleven years, Once an
employee had a bad record in one factory it pursued him during his wkole life, On
those records depended his place of work, his salary prospects and, in many cases,
his freedom and even his life. The director of personnel in each factory or firm
worked in close cooperation with the AVH and a delégate from the AVH appeared from
time to time at the factory to hold meetings with the director of personnel ~— who
was always a reliable Communist —- and the AVH appropriated all the information
given to them by the director of personnel., 1In that way decisions were taken on
each case, The director of personnel had an informer in each sector of the factory
to provide him with information. There was in fact a complete system of informers
and thus coﬁtrol was exerted over hundreds of thousands of people., I have not yet
spoken of how the Russians started this. The trade unions were instruments of the
Government and were used to establish production standards, working conditions and
wage scales; naturally they would always be established in such a way as to serve
the interest of the State regardless of the worker, his standard of living and, very
frequently, regardless of his health. It is therefore not surprising that after the
outbreak of the revolution the first demand made by the workers was that they should
have such representation as would serve their own interests. I do not want to
describe here the decisions which were taken by the free trade unions concerning the
elections of Workers! Councils. I should only like to prove that the workers

never had any Fascist ideas or Rightist tendencies but wanted only to work in the
spirit of socialism. For example, whether or not a person was a member of the
Communist Party was not a determining factor in his chances of being elected to the
Workers! Councils, Frequently many Communists were elected to the councils., I
must emphasize at this point the fact that among the 800,000 to 900,000 card-carrying

members in Hungary there were only 800 to 900 real Communists who were convinced

of the truth of their dogge. The rest were protecting their own interests or else

found it necessary to join the Party to ensure the security of their positions,.




PS/sb A/AC,.88/PV,55
23=30
(Mr, Havas)

The Workers'! Councils were elected and started their work between 25 and 30 October
1956. It was characteristic of the political maturity of the workers that knowing,
and professing to share in, the demands of the revolution -~ which included free
elections — the workers, because of the disillusionments they had suffered in the
past, wanted to ensure freedom of action and to safeguard those results which had
{3been.achieved in the last ten years. As a matter of fact, I do not want to say
the results hag been "achieved"; the system which called itself "socialism" was
forced. The workers did however want to safeguard what they already had because
they did not know with what system they would be faced after the elections, which
ought to have been free and secret elections. They were even prepared for the fact.
that after the revolution, and after free elections, Hungary might possibly have a
capitalist type of government; they therefore wanted to take their fate into their
own hands and they wanted strong Workers! Councils. These were definitely not

Fascist aims. Some Workers! Councils found it difficult during the revolution to

_establish contact with one another and therefore the Central Wbrkersl Councils was

P I e - R RTTI

formed in Budapest,
b,--.-aw‘z-mt i,



CP/1mg/on A/AC .85 /PV .55
3l
(Mr. Hoves)

The Contral Workers' Council held its first meoting on 2 November. One
meeting was held in tho tramear trade union building in Akaczfa Stroet and at
tho same time in another building thore wus a mecting with a mixed delegation
comprising the chairman of tho Workers' Council, members of the fighters'
groups and the students, and thoy werc negotiating with Vas Endrei. At theso two

neetings after thoy had formed the Contral. Workers'! Council and clocted as chairman
Sandor Raez they adopted a resolution consisting of soven pointse I should like
to read thesc seven points bocausc thoy are completely devoid of any Fascist
elements: (1) they demanded a sovereign ndopondont democratic socialist statej

(2) thoy demended free and secret elections; (8) thoy demonded the immediate withdzio 7

of Russian troops; (4) they demanded the drafting of a new constitution;
(5) they demanded the disbanding of the AVH; (6) thoy demanded that only two armed
organizations should exist in the country, ncmely, the police and the army;

an amnesty was demanded for the participar..s in the revolution as well o~ the
punishment of Rakosi and Geroe; (7) they demonded that the genersl clcctions

take place within two months and with the participotion of all democratic parties,

It was furthor agreed that tho general strike would be maintained during
such time as those demands were not me’s with the oxception of the workoers in
the food supplies trade so that the ecapital eity could receive food, and the
workers in the mines, but only in so far as theso workoers werc nocoessary to produceo
sufficient coal for the population of Budapest.

After 2 November one meeting fol.lo: anothers From 12 Novcmbor tho
Workers' Councils negotiatod with Kadar but werc unable to come to an agrocment,
Kodar and the Government saw the dosperate oconomic situation of the country
and roalized that thoy would ﬁavo to forco the people to work again. Thoy
had to disarm tho opposition of tho workors. Thoy had not at their disposal
any armed forces or militia and, thercforc, until such time as they could
establish such a force they had to negotinte but as the AVH becarc increasingly
stronger they made fower and fewer commitrients.

_?hoy slowly rcturned to thoir old mcthods. Thoy put communiats into
the Workors! Councils. They decrood now olections for tho Vorkors! Eouncils.
There was the greatest insccurity in the cconomic spherc throughout tho
country and the workers realizing that tho aegotiations of the Workers!
Councils had no offect at all oventuall, d’d not acccpt the decisions
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) of the Workers' Councils. In spite of the fact that the strike was finally
brought to an end the workers refused to return to work. However, in some of
the Workers' Councils where there were already a few Kadar people it was
possible to start partial working, Even in the Central Workers' Council when
the strike was decreed there was a difference of opinion as to the means.

In view of the threats of the Government certain members left their jobs.

After 8 December, when the newly-formed AVH was so powerful ths Government
felt itself strong enough to become ruthless and they started to arrest members
of the Workers'! Councils. It was on 9 December that the Workers‘ Councils
met for the last time and ordered a forty-eight hour general strike. This
strike was held thmughout the whole of the country and this was the last
organized strike in the country.

The CHAIRMAN: I am sorry to interrupt you again but in order to

organize our work I want to inform you that tomorrow we are going to hear a
member of the Central Workers! Council who has escaped and I think he will
be able to give us all the necessary information that we require on the
Workers! Councils and the Central Workers' Council especially so I ask you to

pass on to another passage of your statement, please,

Mr, HLVAS (spoke in English): I understand,
(Interpretation from Hungarian): I am informed that the Committee have been
unable to get a clear picture of the exact disappearance of Kadar from Budapest.
In this connection I can state the following:s I have spoken to Janos
Garamvoelgyi, who was a former lieutenant—colon;lwof_ police, and -'bhis man was
negotiating with Kadar in Farliament on the evening of 2 Novembers According
“to-Garamvoelgyi, in the middle of the ne'g'db_:bations, Kadar was irrberrug-pt_edby
the telephone which was on his desk and Kadar spoke in Russian. This police
lieutenant did not know Russian but understood the word "Antropov'. After
this talk Kadar said to Garamvoelgyi, "Please wait for me. I will return in

half an hour,"‘ but he did not show up again. In spite of all this I believe
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that Kadar was still in the qullament Building on the evenlng of 2 November.

e e et e e e i 8 ana . -

AL YT i Shag A ey et

Because of the lack'of timu I haVL left out quite a 1arge part of my
statement and I should very much like to know what would interest the Committee
and perhaps they will be kind enough to ask me questions.

The CHAIEMAN: Thank you very much for your statement. If there are
no questions I want to assure you that it is not because of any lack of
interest in the subject but as we have heard nearly one hundred witnesses now,
you will understand that we have got a lot of information and that is why
it is perhaps not necessary to ask you further questions, There are no
questions to put to you and I thank you for appearing before the Committee,

Mr. Havas withdrew.

it the invitation of the Chairman, Mr, Oltvanyi took a place at the
Committee table.

The CHAIRMAN: On behalf of the Committee I bid you welcome, I
understand that you have a statement lasting about twenty minutes tc give to

the Committee and I now ask you to begin.

Mr, OLTVANYI (interpretation from Hungarian): Unfortunately, my

feeling is that twenty minutes is a somewhat short period for my statement. It
is, first of all, the love of my own country and my patriotism that prompts me
to appear in front of you as a witness and make a statement on this most
important period of history which might, at the same time, be the most critical
period for the whole world.

I was born 'in 1915 in Budafok, Hungary. I am a chemical engineer and
furthermore I was an officer in the army during the Second World War in a
technical capacity. I mention this because my statement is connected with this
part of my work.

I was sentenced to five and a half years imprisonment for agitation.

Lpart from that, I have worked mostly in the field of war techniques and I was
the technical direetor of the Szalassi factory.



i‘!.G/ed Jﬁl/allc ’ 88/PV 005
A

,_' (Mr. Oltvanyi)

In order to convince you that I am not a Fascist even though I was an officer
I should like to note that under the regime of Salasi the Hungarian type of
Nazi, I lived in the underground and did not participate in the official work, so
that from November 1944 to April 1955 I lived in the mountains surrounding Lake
Balaton. I therefore was not a Fascist. As also the Bolsheviks gave me a four |
and a half year sentence this proves I was not a Communist, either.

A part of my statement is mostly of a military character, in view of the fact
that at the beginning of the revolution thelzoth district of Budapest, namely
Pesterzsebet, Soroksar, Soroksar-Ujtelep, and partly Millenium Telep, belonged
to us., At the beginning of the revolution the fighters elected me as their
commander, and this was later confirmed at the official elections. My sphere of
activity extended over forty-four square kilometres of the territory of Greater
Budapest, and if you take into account that I was the only commander this was the
biggest territory of Hungary under a single command. During the whole revolution I
did not accept any order from above and our district worked independently, so that
the revolution was really built up from below towards the top, and thus we acted
leaning upon our arms and not upon the leaders who were appointed later.

I would like to give here a few data about the arms of the 20th district
of Budapest., We had about 15,000 Home Guards and artillery of seventy- six
- cannons.  The police of Pesterzsebet, the police of Soroksar, and the twelfth
military command of the army of Pesterszebet joined us also.

' I should like to deal chronologically with the most noteworthy events. Firstly,
on 23 October nothing happened in our district. At 6 a.m. on the 24th Russian
armoured cars came through Pesterszebet and Soroksar. The exact time, namely
6 a.m.,proves that the Russians had equipment in readiness near Budapest and were
already entering Budapest at 6 a.m. I cannot identify most of that Russian
armoured division. I myself saw six T.34 vehicles. These came from the district
of Toekoel into the district of Budapest. I knew this from their index numbers.
Vehicles bearing numbers between 200 and 300 were stationed at Toekoels I learned
that by accident. On the evening of the same day, the 24th, at about 7 p.m,
Hungarian military units, consisting of about 150 or 160 men, came through the
district, and at the corner of Soroksar Street and Nagy Sandor Street students and

youngsters were standing to whom the soldiers, without being asked, handed
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over their arms. These were the first armaments of the 20th district, and
represented 150 to 160 infantry arms and three cannons. With these arms we
tried in the course of the night to prevent the new Russian vehicles coming from
Soroksar to Budapest, but we could only do this for half an hour as later the
Russiansmade a detour and by that time our group consisted of about 300 people.
These 300 were partly surrounded by the Russians and partly scattered.,

As I have said, most of the people were students and workers, as Pesterszebet
is the largest workers! section of Budapest., Early in %he morning of the 25th
the police of Pesterszebet arrested several of the young people who fought and tock
them to the police station of Pesterszebet whence they were released two days later.
At that time, therefore, the police were still against the revolutionary forces.
Until 25 October nothing happened in that district. T myself went over to
Buda in the morning of the 25th, and when I returned in the afternoon I saw at
the bridge of Boraros four Russian vehiclcs come from Uelloei Street and, without
anyone firing at them, continually direct a volley of fire on to the houses of
the people there. I had not heard any kind.of fighting or guns beforehand. When
those four vehicles reached the bridge they continued to fire on the bridge even
though at that time there was no one on it, The four vehicles went over the
bridge to Buda, _

When I reached my home at Pesterszebet in the evening I again found newRuesian
vehicles gathering, and at the corner of Kossuth Lajos Street and Soroksar Street
there were more than eighty Russian vehicles and storm troopers going in the
direction of Budapest., This huge number had a terrifying effect on the
population, even the quietest people became nervous, and it was of course the
psychological basis for what they did afterwards. These eighty armoured vehicles
entered the territory of Budapest the same day.

Nothing special happened during the night but on the 26th the students in
the 20th district began demonstrating with flags in Foe Street and Kossuth Lajos
Street, and tried to get arms and occupy the central party headquarters. This
happened around 9 or 9,30 a.m., and the students, when they stopped in front
of the party headquarters, entered the building, brought out Communist leaflets
and literature and set fire to them in the streect. They also found arms,

There were sixteen guns in the Communist headquarters, which proves that the
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Communists did not feel safe even in their own headquarters and protected by their
own AVH; they found it necessary to have guns and ammunition themselves in the
party headquarters. It is also noteworthy that the demonstrators went in front
of the Post Office building and on entering it found that the Communists even had
arms in the Post Office building. The demonstrators found about eight to ten
guns there, and armed with these they went in front of the police building where
they sang the Hungarian National Anthem, and afterwards asked the police to hand
over their arms to the revolutionary youth. At first the police organiﬁed
themselves for defence and there was an armed policeman in each door and each
window, but after a short discussion under the leadership of the political
officer of the police they handed over their arms to the revolutionary youth.

The most pleasing event was when the Communist political cfficer came out and
handed over the arms saying: "The police of Budapest do not fire on Hungarian
workers and Hungarian youth". He was followed by the other policemen, and about
eighty to ninety infantry arms were handed over in a few minutes. No force was
used because the demonstrators were not suitably armed to attack the police.
Therefore, recognizing the truth of the sixteen demands of the students, the
police began to waver and finally came over to the side of the revolutionaries,
Other police posts followed. The headquarters of the police were a long way from
the individual police stations. There were four important police posts in the
district, and they were about five, six,or one of them even ten kilometres distant

from each other,
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Furthermore the police not only handed over the arms but tore the Sovict star
and the Soviot insigniafrom their uniforms, threw them on the floor and spat on thom.
In their fright they left the police building, only four or five policcmen remaining,
emong them the political officer of whom I have already spoken., His name was Karoly
Udvardy and during the whole of the revolution he was on the side of the home guard
and in all the work that followed we co~operatod,

The police building was then taken over by the froedom fighters and it was thoro
that tho first olection of the home guard was hcld and I became the commandore Wo
then began to organize the home guard, first from tho studonts and later joined by
workors and some of the polices Moanwhilo othor soldiers from groups in Pestorzsebot
came in and joined thesc pcople and several hours lator tho police station at
Tocroek Floris Strect in the 20th District also surrcndered togethor with all its
personnel and its commander without any of the demonstrators oven going therc as it
was very far from the contrc. They came in to the centre to rcport tht they werc
Joining us, so there can be no question of thoir having been forced to join us. These
groups were strongthoned later and to the end thoy served the rcvolution faithfully
and it is proof of their feithfulness that Pestorzscbot wes perhaps the last to fall
in Budapest; they stayed at their posts until the bittor ends Until the last day
Soviet military units could not set foot in the central aroa of Pestorzscbet or
Soroksar,

On that day too an cven more distant policc command post joined us and reported
that the decision to do this was unanimous. Two members of the AVH had tricd to
toke over control but this was discovered in less than two hours. We went out then
to that command post but did not find oven thosc two pecoples On the spot a new
group commander was elocted and the number of fighters was inecreased. They also
gavo their arms, their uniforms and their food to the new home gnard.

On the samec day there was another significant covent. About 100 to 120 soldicrs
Joined us, which meant two or threce groups, twelve or thirteon cannon and a tremcndous
amount of ammunition. These were mainly soldiers fleecing from the Russian troops
-in Budapest,

So, slowly we started to plan the home guard and its organization was carried on
within a feirly small area because therc werc four or five similar groups to ours
opcrating there which we only took into our organization later,

On the night of 26 October the order against the carrying of arms had bcen issued
and people were coming in curing the night asking for refuge, They slept
therc until morning and then went on to harry the Russians, There wes obvsiously no
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necessity to keep the police under control by forcc because they themsolves offered -
refuge to the freodbn fighters,

On 27 Octaber a group of military officers r0ported without being asked and
offered to supply the 20th District home guard command with a radio. There were

four lieutcnants in a car and they brought radio spare parts and more than eight
fﬁdioa;ﬁeapons ard hand gronades. With their help we wore sble to set up a radio
rbcéiving cbation in the police building, We could not set up a transmitter because
at the same, time weo were installing a transmitting station of considerable power at
the Cormmunist Party headquertcrs. With these radio installctions we were later
able to monitor the Russien military radio ond thus to find out ewven if only a few
ninutes in advance ﬁli the Russien orders. 1In this way wo discovered how they intonded
to opon their attack in our district and this saved many lives since we kmew the ordors
before their own soldiers could put them into offect,
On 27 October the 22nd home guard supply unit offcred its help to th: new home

guard which was being formed at Pestorzscbet, and this holp wos quite considerablo,
A man namod Coloncl Kiss wes the cormeander of this group for whose training and equipment
he was responsiblc, I put their warehouse Zull of suppliics at our disposal, qu
Pcop.e were given noﬁ uniforms end in onc day hundreds of then worce trained. There
were officers from the regular arny emong ug and thus wo could base our organization
on a group of recal mllltdry people and it wos this thet led others to Jjoin us latcr,
The :military warchouses woro oponed to us complctely und we thus obtaincd military
oquipment. and food for our peoples - The berracks were in a largo school building and
cvery two days a group of pcople would be given infentry weapons =nd taught how to uso
them, Then they would bo transfeirod to mec as cormcndor of the homo guard. This
went on regularly until 4 Novembor. Tho school building wes at Mertyrok Rocd in
Pes torzscbot but unfortunutclJ I cannot ramember tho number.

-0 . 27 October the Hungarian peasants began to supply the fighters in Budapost
- with provisions, thus providing valuable support, At the scmoe time we sct up an
officect the Lome guard headquarters ang Campietcely .worganized tho police. Wo sct
up varlous detective groups ond relieved the ATH, but this all happened very peacefully
~and ng one was harmed. We simply told thom thet their bresence was no longer
desirable and they must leave the building and stay in their homes. I can testify
that this nolicy continued until the end in the 20th District of Budapest. Until the
-;last daya of tho rovolution no atrocities of uny kind werc cormitted by the home guard
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in the 20th Distriect., No onc was honged; we posscd judgment on no onc sinec there
was no prosocutor or judicial corps in the district. We who wore fighting for
legality did not want to fell into tho error of illegelity, UWo placed pcoplc under
guard, wo questioned them, but no one was hurt by tho nationcl guard or thc home
guards Since Pesterzsobet is a workors' quarter thore were & groeat many AVH poople
" and party functiénaries w= abJUT"T;000 I should soy -- living therce These pcople
were not willing to rcport for work on tho eritical doys of 27 and 28 October so the
administration of local affeirs was held up. The home guard and the national guard
thorefore had to take over the civil administration. We opcned the shops, supervised
the salc of food and organized tho provisioning of tho eivilian population beeausc
there were morc than 180,000 people living in the district at that time and we had
to take carc of thom and did so right to the ond.

On the afternoon of 27 October we fought our second battlc on thc bank of the .
Danube at Pesterzscbet and Csopel. Thero the AVH and Russien soldiers together |
organized an attack against our group at the brick factory. /
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We succeeded in scaring them off with very little firing at that time. There were
three wounded on the battlefield, and then the youth started to bother the AVH and
the Russians. They were chasgd to the edge of Pesterzsebet by the Atra factory,
where their ammunition ran out&' When the Russians noticed this they surrounded
these badly_equipped young men, who surrended with upraised hands. The Russians
searched them, then stood them in a row and machine-gunned them. Thirteen of them
were students, the eldest not more than twenty-two.

This caused tremendous indignation among the people of Pesterzsebet whose armed
resistance was strengthened, From that moment they started fighting more
actively and it was hard to hold them in check. The people began to hate the
Russians and the AVH so much that it is difficult to tell you in a few words.

Small groups were fighting without any leadership in all parts of the district,

In addition to the thirteen young men there were five others who died on the
same day, most of them in a similar manner. Only one out of twenty-four was killed
during the fighting, twenty-three were people who surrendered to the Russians, who
took away their weapons, searched them and then shot them. These are facts; we
buried these people ourselves, and even today they lie next to each other in the
Pesterzsebet cemetery.

By this time the Hungarian regular army were joining us in such numbers that
our artillery was greatly strengthened, and we had more than sixty cannons. On
gsﬁgftober artillery units stationed on the borders of Pesterzsebet joined our unit,
;;d felephone and radio communications were set up. Small Russian units tried to
get into our area from Budapest but we succeeded in scaring them off. Our
resistance became so strong that the Russians by then were unable to get anywhere
near the twentieth district except in military vehicles and were unable to get into
the city through the twentieth district. Then we noticed that the Russian troops
seemed to be weakening. Many armoured vehicles were put out of action in Budapest
and we felt that the Russians did not dare to attack. They did not dare to.go
round at night, and in the daytime they could move only in armoured vehicles ;
the crews were so frightened that they stayed inside the vehicles for two or three
days without eating, being afraid to lift the trap doors of the tanks., Battles
. became more serious for them later because they were fighting for food, and the

; worst battles were those near the places where food was available, They did not
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get any replacement rations, and by 28 and 29 October they were starved.

On thé same day the radio of the Pesterzsebet Home Guérd, the Roka transmitter,
started its work. Radio Free Europe admitted it could get transmissions from the
Roka transmitter, and repeated them: I have here the text, translated into Hungarian,

of a radio broadcast given by our transmitter which was picked up by Radio Free Europc.

In those days the police and the Home Guard began picking up AVH people who were
hiding in Pesterzsebet, We held no one longer than twenty-four hours; we questioned
them and gave them a slip of paper stating that they had reported at the police
station. Then we let every AVH man go home, telling them to stay in their
apartments. I think this is the proof that our revolution was democratic, it was
not revenge that led us to fight and although we were fighting against the brutalities
of the Russians and the AVH we did not repay brutality with brutality, but suppressed
any attempts at revenge. We proved in hundreds of cases that we were thinking only
of a free Hungary.

On 29 October when the AVH was officially dissolved the Russian pressure lessened
considerably, and on 30 October in the morning the cease-fire came into effect. At
this time we stood victorious; there were no Russians and no AVH with arms at that
time in our district. We succeeded in keeping out every Russian and every armed
AVH man who tried to come in and this state of affairs applied all the way to the
southern part of Budapest outiside the territory of our own district for a distance
of about fifteen kilometres.

The Russians entrenched themselves in the vieinity of Alsonemedi; the greater.
part of them withdrew even further to the vicinity of Pestszentloerinc and Soroksar

where they awaited military reinforcement.

The CHAIRMAN: I just want to ask you whether it is necessary to give us

the events day by day, as you have now spoken for forty minutes instead of the

twenty minutes allotted to you. I ask you to conclude as soon as possible.

Mr, OLTVANYI (interpretation from Hungarian): Yes, I will do my best to tell
you about the events very briefly, From 30 October until 2 November there was

nothing particularly interesting, On 2 November the Russians began again to
surround Budapest and stopped provision trucks from getting into the city. I should
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like to state here that even twenty hours before Maleter went to Tockoel to talk to
the Russians the latter were preventing food from going into Budapest. I want to
state emphatically that on the night of 2 November and on 3 November by six ofclock
in the morning Budapest was surrounded by the Russians, though they were far fram
‘the city and were reinforcing and regrouping their military units. While the
diqcussions with Maleter were going on, the Russians moved thirty kilometres closer
to Budapestc My observers gave me reports about Russian troop movements every

two hours, and we knew exactly on what roads and in what districts they were. While
the-télks with Maleter were going on, at one o'clock in the afternoon of 3 November
‘more than 300 T 34 tanks, more than twenty Stalin anti-personnel cannons, and more
than seventy other cannons and four regiments of infantry were being drawn closer
to Budapest. We knew from our reports that some of the Russians had moved from
near the Toekoel airfield towards Alsonemedi, first towards Budapest, then further
away, but from Alsonemedi they went straight on tc the border of grecater Budapest
at Sorokear, and they were there at three o'clock in the afternoon.

We could see the Russians coming in before our eyes and reported to the Home
Defence Minister and to Prime Minister Imre Nagy himself in the evening, calling
their attention to the danger. They were within our range and we had enough
artillery strength at our disposal to put them out of action in an hour or two,
but I allowed no firing, only bccause I did not want the negotiations to break down
for that reason., We wanted to avoid any possibility of their saying we were provoking
them. Of course it is obvious the small and ill-equipped Hungarian revolutionary
Home Guard and National Guard groups could not have achieved the same result a few
deys or a week later against ten, twenty, or thirty Russian divisions, but at that

moment we were carrying on a defensive battle and not an attacking battle.



PS/1mg A/AC,.88/PV.55
71

(Mr. Oltvanyi)

We did not fire unless they tried to attaeck us. We succeeded in preventing
them from getting into our interior territory but at the same time, unfortunately,
they did succeed in getting into Budapest by by-passing our district when they
came from Kispest and Csepel. This was one of the most decisive military proofs
that the Russians had absolutely no intention of withdrawing from Hungary or of
coming to any agreement with Maleter; they wanted to attack Hungary and interfere
in Hungarian national and civil life, During those days there were already
soldiers who had come from Romania and Russia manning the amoured vehicles;
people from around Ungvar-Uzhorod saw soldiers from Romania joining in the
fighting. We had managed to capture several Russian soldiers, a major, a captain
and three first lieutenants. I questioned them all myself, The major was the
only one who knew that he was in Hungary but he did not know how far from
Budapest he was. The other four asked us: "How far is the Suez Canal from
here?" Doetors who were working at their stations at that time heard that
question., When we told them: "You are in Budapest", and went on to say that
we were not angry with the Russian people but were simply trying to rid ourselves
of Bolshevik imperialism and that factory workers and not fascists were fighting,
the captain promptly offered us his services. He taught us how to
handle the Russian anti-personnel weapons with which we later fired on the Russians.
It was the captain who trained the sights of the guns on the Soviet troops and
who told us where the Russian troops at Pesterzsebet were concentrated, He also
permitted us to destroy four of the so-called "Stalin" weapons at an airfield
which we had captured. It was not until later we discovered that we had those
"Stalin" weapons in our possession, He died a hero's death on the 5th when
he was shot by the guns of a Russian tank. On 30 October we held official
elections at Pesterzsebet at which time the parties had already been organized.

In the presence of a tremendous crowd of people, and by free and secret elections,
I was elccted commander-in-chief, that is to say, my unofficial election was
confirmed., Then the Budapest Revolutionary Council was formed. On the same day
we ceremoniously buriedltwentyhfour of our dead heroes with the consequence that
the following night the embittered populace stormed the police headquarters in an
attempt to drag out and lynch the AVH who were there. We mamaged to save them
almost at the risk of our own lives because we did not want any hanging to take
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place in cur district without a judicial trial first having taken place, This
- is very important documentary evidence; 'we do not want them to say of us that
we mirdered as they did, -

On 4 November an attack was started by such tremendous Russian armed forces
I_ii:ha.t, by then, we were forced to keep within the boundaries of our own district
jand only fought a defensive battle. In fact we only fired when provoked by the
| Russians.

There is one other important event which I would like to mention. On the day

previous to the attack I have just mmtioned,in the Nepliget Peoples' Park

at the border of Soroksar,we saw Russians take people from trucks and

execute them, The people had only tried to bring food from the countryside to
that district. | -

The great attack aimed in the direction of Budapest started at three o'eloek
in the morning at Soroksar Street and already at seven o'clock Russian troops
were in Budapest, On 4 November the Russians made an attack on Pesterzsebet in
order to obtain food supplies. Infantry arrived, accompanied by T.34's, carrying
large bags. We were very much surprised at this until we discovered that they
were searching for potatoes. The soldiers were so hungry that they ate.the firs#
potatoes they found raw, On the outskirts of Budapest the Russians even started
a fight whenever they thought they could get a little bread or water. Once,
they handed over to us enough arms for us to arm a hundred people in order to
persuade us to give them some bread,

On 5 November a very strange and sad event occurred of which I was an eye—
witness. At the corner of Hatar Street and Nagykoeroesi Street in Pesterzsebet
Russian trucks, containing Hungarian people, drove off in the direction of
Budapest., We succeeded in liberating a few of the people but 1.mfort-u.r;ate1y
two of the trucks escaped. I myself interrogated the thirty people we had been
able to liberate, among whom was a freedom fighter, but the majority were priests,
ordinary civilians and agricultural labourers returning home from Budapest.,

Their hands had been tied behind their backs with wire in the most brutal way

and when they were freed they could hardly move. Even the next day marks could be
seen on their wrists; one of them was maimed for life because of that treatment.
The Russians cannot deny these facts because the home guard, consisting of many
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hundreds of inhabitants of Pesterzsebet, witnessed such incidents.

The CHAIRMAN: You have spoken for one hour instead of twenty minutes as

you promiséd. Therefore I am obliged to ask you to finish your statement now.

Mr, OLTVANYI (interpretation from Hungarian): It is with much respect
that I tell the Committee that I am now at the end of my statement and it would

help me if the Committee would put some questions to me,

Mr, SHANN (Australia): I would be very grateful if the witness would

answer my question briefly.
You stated earlier that you operated independently at all times during the
fighting, Does this mean that you received no orders or instructions from the ,
Government or from the Ministry of Defence and that you made no effort to ascertain ;

whether what you were doing was in the general interest of the revolution?

Mr, OLTVANYI (interpretation from Hungarian): In my view it was not

important to maintain contact with the Ministry of Defence because at the start

of the revolution it was still full of communists, such as General Janza. Directives
coming from such people did not interest me. We took up arms against them because
we did not feel obliged to mix with soldiers and officers who had been trained in
Soviet Russia and we did not wish to obey them. For that reason I did not accept
any invitations to any of the meetings they held during the revolution. It was
only after I had been appointed by Bela Kiraly that I maintained contact with him,

Mr, SHANN (Australia): Did you have difficulty, towards the end, in

maintaining your supply of arms?
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Mr, OLTVANYI (interpretation from Hungarian): prards the end of the

revolution the supply of arms was still small compared to our requiréments. There
were more people wanting to fight_than there were arms to give them. Most of
the time we took arms from the Russians but the only trouble about this was that
we were frequently unable to find1fep1$cement3 of ammunition for these arms and,

therefore, could not use them.

Mr, SHANN (Australia): Did you, personally, see interference with
food supplies coming into Budapest?

Mr, OLTVANYI (interpretation from Hungarian): The incident I mentioned
earlier — the machine-gunning of eleven people at Soroksar -- at the moment when

that happened I was not present thers. - However, I went there an hour and a half
later and I saw the dead; I know of this fact from the population and also a
member of the Home Guard was there whose name is Ferenc Viza ... he is at present in
Switzerland. He reported this to me,

Mr, SHANN (Australia): I was interested in what you said about the
reports you received every two hours as to the movements of Russian troops and
presumably you had observers. How was this system of observation set up? Did
you in fact have spies in the Russian formations or were they people who made

observations from houses? How did they report to you?

Mr, OLTVANYI (interpretation from Hungarian): During the Hungarian
revolution the most efficiently organized section was that of south Budapest and
Soroksar. Here we had complete military discipline. We dressed the Home Guard

in uniforms and, therefore, even outwardly we observed army discipline. After the
attacks on the 4th,I instructed erery Home Guard to dress in civilian clothes.

The movements of Russian troops were followed by us with great and syetemetic
interest. Our groups of observers functioned in the following way: the No.l
group was made up of members of the police post of Soroksar and twelve members of
the Home Guard who were attached to this police post. They observed the route
of Dunsaherxasnti, and Soroksar., At the same time one of my other groups was
stationed at Pesterszebet and Toerdek Floris Street in the police post there,
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From there they sent out continuous and systematic groups of observers to the
southern periphery of Budapest especially to observe the main road from Alsonemedi
to Soroksar, The same group observed the road that connected Pestszentloerinc
and Soroksar. Apart from these observers there was also a central group of
observers who had motor cycle transport and they travelled towards the Russians
and relayed back messages day and night., They went unarmed among the Russian
troops and as a matter of fact they even went beyond the Russian troops and got

to Cegled fifty kilometres from Budapest, Therefore, they travelled regularly
through the ranks of the Russians., They hid their motor cycles and it happened
that sometimesfor half a day at a time they would spend their time with the Russian
troops making all sorts of barter arrangements with them. They took with them
bread or lard and the Russians far from capturing them invited them in and spoke
with them, It was through these observers that we were able to discover the
number of Russian troops stationed in the localities and on the roads mentioned in
south Budapest and what kind of attacks were planned for the 3rd and Ath,

Our observation arrangements were planned ahead because we had telephone
communications with the police posts which in turn gave this information to the
observers and approximately every two hours I evaluated the meaning of the
information, Every two hours I changed the military map on the wall to show
the positions of the Russians. I had two or three people from Soroksar who
had been in Russian prisons during the last war and knew Russian well, They
would spend three days at a time near the Russian command at Alsonemedi and it
was from them that I learned of the new supplies and new troops that were coming in
in order to start the attack.

Mr, SHANN (Australia): Could you tell me very briefly to whom you
passed this information which you evaluated every two hours?

Mr, OLTVANYI (interpretation from Hungarian): On 3 November I could not
get these evaluations through until 3 o'clock in the afternoon. {n that day particularly
I had not succeeded in establishing contact with Budapest as the telephone had not
been working properly. It was at 3 ofclock that I started giving this information
to the Ministry of Defence where approximately every hour a new soldier took over
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my information because General Bela Kiraly was not near the telephone all the time, .
I reported every quarter of an hour,and from 6 o'clock onwards, in view of the

fact that they had a direct line to Imre Nagy, I informed Lajos Varfalvi,who was at
the Pesterszebet town hall,of this information and he then relayed to Inre Nagy

the result of our observatidns. I reported this information until half past four
in the morning when at that point telephone 6omnﬁ.mication broke down iglin.

Mr, GUNEWARDENE (Ceylon): You told us that the area which you.
commanded ~~ the 20th district — contained a population of 180,000, is that

correct?

Mr. OLTVANYI (interpretation from Hungarian): Yes, that is correct.
Pesterszebet, Soroksar, Soroksar-Ujtelep ac'buélly form the 20th district of
Budapest and the population of this area is more than 180,000 but I said 180,000
because the people living on the periphery could not_. be included from the point of

view of defence.

Mr, GUNEWARDENE (Ceylon): What is the population of Greater Budapest?

Mr, OLTVANYI (interpretation from Hungarian): Greater Budapest has a
population of approximately 1,800,000,

Mr, GUNEWARDENE (Ceylon):  From 23 October up to 3 November there were
only two serious battles, is that right?

Mr, OLTVANYI (interpretation from Hungarian): From 23 October to
3 November there were only two battles that were really significant but on our
territory of forty kilometres there were continually smaller fights occurring
but they had no strategic or tactical importance.

' Mr, GUNEWARDENE (Ceylon): How many Hungarian people, according to your
estimate, were killed during this fighting?
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Mr, OLTVANYI (interpretation from Hungarian): Until the fall of the
20th district on 11 November the number of the dead was 120 to 122, Out of |
t.his number eighty were members of the armed Home Guard and approﬁmately i‘orty
were civilians,

Mr, GUNEWARDENE (Ceylon): How many Russian tanks were you able to
destroy during this time?

Mr, OLTVANYT (interpretation from Hungarian):  In connection with this
point I should like to clarify the fact that the destruction of these tanks occurred nci
only within our district but we were able to destroy vehicles and armoured equipment
in other districts because the Stalin candles that we were able to get hold of from

the Russians had a range of at least six kilometres.
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Therefore we were able to fire with them only to distanccs over six kilometros,
and thus the total number of vohicles destroyed was 124 T.34, forty smaller veohicles
or armoured equipment, and fourtecn vehicles bigger than the T.34, nancly the largest
and most modern of the Russian armoured cars. Altogether the number was approximately
150 vehicles, Beyond that our greatest fecat was the destruction of jet 'plenes. Ve
were ablo to destroy in one hour thirty-four of those which were stationed at Tockoel,
which is the southern part of Ccepel. This is the airport of Tockoel near Sziget
Szentimiklos, At the airport the jot 'plancs were still alight the next day. Ve
also destroyed the whole airport therc. I know this fact for certain because my
observers counted the loss in men of the Russians, and owing to the Stalin candles
this loss of Russian lives amounted to 700,

Mr. GUNEWARDENE (Ceylon): Thank you.

Mro. SLIM (Tunisia)(interpretation from French): With regerd to the attack
on that aerodrome, are you quite sure that your group was able to destroy thirty-four

jet 'plenes at, if I understand it correctly, the cirport at Toekoel?

Mre OLTVANYI (interpretation from Hungarian): Not all of the thirty-four
aeroplanes were jets, because they had training 'planes also and I could not determine
the difference betweon the two as they worc all on fire, but I can say that 70 per
cent of them were the most modorn Russian jet 'planes. They were fightor 'ploncs, twin-
engined bombing 'planes. I know them beocause these were stationed at Toekocl for
some time; thoy were not units nowly arrived.

Mr, SLIM (Tunisia)(interpretation from French): To ask a question of a
different kind, I understand that you were thc commander of the rcvolutionary forces
of south Budapest. Were you recognized by the Government as commandor of the
rcovolutionary group of the south Budapest foreces, or not?

Mr, OLTVANYI (interpretation from Hungarian): When I was first clocted,
namely when wo occupied the Pestorzsebet police building, this was not accecpted officially
However, on 31 Octobor I was clected officially on the recommendation of all parties
and with their approval, Furthormore, the Revolutionary Councils, including the
Workers' Councils of the factories, prepared this clection and it was on this basis
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that they allewed me to continue to act as the cormander of tho Home Guard, they
approved my oarlicer elcction, and from then onwards everyone rocognized me, the
Defenco Ministry as well as the Prime Ministor, Mr. Imre Nagy.

Mr, SLIM (Tunisia)(intorpretation from Fronch): You told us carlicr that
fron 3 November onwards you transmitted the information you rcceived first to the
Ministry of Defence and secondly to Mr. Varfalvi, Why did you communicate tho
information to Mr, Varfalvi?

Mro OLTVANYT {intorprotation from Hungerian): I ncoded Mr. Verfolvi because
I organized the commend of the Home Guard in the policc headquarters of Postorzscbet,
and unfortunately they did not have a secres tolephone line and I could not therefore
communicate with Parliement House from tho police headquarters, whereas the town hall
of Pesterzsebet had a direct line with Parliament House and thercforo with Imrc Nagy .
For this rcason Mr. Verfalvi was the onc who sent on to Imre Negy the rcsults of our

observations,

!r, RODRIGUEZ~FABREGAT (Uruguey)(interprotation fronm Spenish): I would
like to be a littlc clearer about ono point in your long statement., I understood you

to say that Russian soldiers who were sent to intervene in Hungary cxchonged their
arns for bread. Was that really the coso, and if so had they not an organized supply
service? Were they disperscd? Had thosc units lost thoir wey?  Were their supply

lines badly orgnnized? I should likc to huve a little further explenction on this
voint.

Mr, OLTVANYI (interprotation from Inngarian): In the battle which took
pluco in south Budapost it wes not a raro occurrence for the Russions to hand arms
over to us. This happened cvery day in onc or othor scctor, tho Russians cxchanged
orns for food, mainly broad., Tho hungelcst group was on the southorn sido botweon
Poctszentloerine and Soroksar, in an arca of about threco kilomct: res;  thoy wore 200
actros deep toaking up their positions there. Thesc were for four days cubt off from
replaccmont of supplies and thorefore did not rceceive any food. -According to the
bost of my knowledge, during the whole poriod of tho revolution tho Russians did not
sond any food supplies to the contre of Budrmest for Russien troops, beeause tho

cugtom wes for the Russians to come out from Budcpost in tho evening and to be handed
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their arms and food supplies in the outskirts; but thoy wore so badly organized for
food, and they had so 1ittic food, that they were forced to hand over their own arms
for food, I cannot g176 any othcer proof than the fact that out of 15,000 pcople
3,000 or 3,500 werc able to got arms in this way.

The CHATIRMAN: There arc no furthcer quostions, We thank you for your
comprehcnsive statcment.
Mr. Oltvanyi withdrcw.

At tho invitation of the Chairman Mr. Tibor Pasztory took o place at the
Committee table,

The CHAIRMAN: On behalf of the Committce I bid you welcome. - Your name,
I understand, is Tibor Pasztory., You werc Scerectory for Economie Affairs to the
Minister of State, Mr, Zoltan Tildy, end so we shall be very interested to hear your
expericnces, I ask you to begin your statement, ‘

Mr, PASZTORY (intcrpretation from Hungnrion): First of all, I should
likc to thank the Cormittoec for hcaring moc.

I would like to relatc my personal cxporicnees, which worc gained in Parliament
Housc during the socond part of the revolution whoen I was with Zoltan Tildy. After=-
wards I would like to moke a vory short statcment on the cvents which led to the
revolution, as woll as on the state of affuirs aftor the socond Sovict intervontion.

Althoush it may not bo the custom, may I tcll the Cormittce that Iy nane can
bo uscd cverywhore and at any time, but as ny statement will involve referecnce to
colleagucs and others who arc still in Budapest their sccurity should be safeguarded,
and T would 1iko to ask whether I should mention their names or rot.
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The CHAIRMAN: If you mention names we will take care that they do not
appear in the verbatim record. Of course there may be names that are of great
interest to the Committee -- Ministers and others whose names we would like to
know -~ but we will see to it that they are not mentioned in the record if that
would involve any danger for the people concerned, Incidently, the verbatim

records are confidential and will not be published.

Mr, PASZTORY (interpretation from Hungarian): My wish is that the names

I mention should not appear in the verbatim records but that the Committee take
cognizance of them verbally. ;

The CHAIRMAN: Yes, of course, that will be done.

Mr. PASZTORY (interpretation from Hungarian): I should like to emphasize
that although I left Budapest on 30 November I have been in continuous contact with
Budapest since then and with two of the Ministers in tke TIare Nagy Goverrment
directly. I would like to say a few things that will be supported by facts and
I make my statement realizing full well my responsibility. I want to be completely
objective in order to help the work of the Committec, .

First I would like to say that preparations for the peaceful unarmed demonstration

began on 20 October. The youth of the universities and the workers wanted to
express openly their disagreement with the Communist regime and their feeling that
the complete political and economic oppression of the country demanded a change of

government.

The CHAIRMAN: May I just draw your attention to the fact that we have had
SO0 many witnesses testifying on the development of the revolution from 20 and 21
October that it is unnecessary to go into detail in that comnexion. But your

experiences as a collaborator with Mr, Tildy are very important to us as are the

events in Parliament of which you can speak.,
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Mr, PASZTORY (interpretation from Hungarian): On 29 October Dr. Hamori,
who was the Secretary of State, in the sontinental European sense, of Zoltan Tildy,

asked me to come to Parliament to become Tildy's adviser in economic matters. I
was in Parliament several times, sometimes at night, and with the exception of four
hours I was there from 30 October until three o'clock in the morning of 4 November.
A government was first formed as you probably know on the 27th but the workers
asked that a coalition government be formed. On the 30th Imre Nagy stated that there
was a coalition Government and that henceforth this would conduct affairs of State
in Hungary. He said that it would be the task of the Government to organize the
free elections demanded by the people.

May I mention here that according to Hungarian constitutional law when the
Lower House of Parliament is not meeting the Presidential Council exercises its
rights. In order to ensure the legality and responsibility of the Government the
members of the Presidential Council were not removed but, under the presidency of
Istvan Dobi and in accordance with the Hungarian Constitution, sanctioned the
formation of the Government of Imre Nagy as well-as the actions of that Government.
Thus it was with the knowledge of Istvan Dobi tﬁaﬁ'lmre Nagy continued negotiations
with the Soviet Union and I want to emphasize that Imre Nagy can be considered a
free man only from 27 October. Nagy's Government sent a note to the Soviet Union
on 30 October on the subject of Russian withdrawal. I was present at the drafting
of that note which was handed over to the Soviet Embassy, and the answer of the
Embassy was that they had contacted their Government. The Soviet Embassy were
extremely polite and even withdrew most of their troops from the territory of Budapest
in order to ensure a peaceful atmosphere in the city. The greater part of the
Russian troops which —- and I should like to emphasize this -- the Soviet Government
had already put in readiness on the borders of Hungary before 23 October were
withdrawn from the larger towns to their rallying points in the countryside.

There was an important event when Minister of State Tildy, after conta~ting
an attaché at the Soviet Embassy, went himself to the Embassy at 10,30 a.m. on
1 November. On his return he was smiling happily and I am purposely going into
detail over this. Hamori and I were in his room when he came in and stated that
the negotiations with the Russians on the withdrawal of their troops were proceeding
very satisfactorily.
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On 2 November the Government of Imre Nagy announced its neutrality and renounced
the Warsaw Pact, informing the diplomatic ropresentatives in Budapest of this so that
the Soviet Union would not imagine that Hunzary wanted to be under Western domination.
Also on the 2nd the Soviet Embassy requested a delay in the negotiations. These
were postponed until the 3rd and started in Parliament on that day in the presense
of the full Huagarian Government. At the end Tildy stated that discussions with
the appropriate technical personnel would start that same night, The Soviet
delegation asked for patience as regards the timing of the withdrawal but cmphasized
the fact that in principle they fully agrecd with this and only wanted to discuss
technical details that evening. On the evening of the 3rd negotiations began, the
Hungarian delegation being led by Maletcr who was Minister of Defence. During these
negotiations Imre Nagy spoke by telephone with Maleter but later on in the night
when Imre Nagy telephoned again a Russian answered and said that he had no means
of passing the receiver to Maleter. As to what happened then to Maleter I only
know what we all know, . That is how Maleter became a prisoner of the Russians.
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I should like to say a word concerning the aims of the Govermment, In
accordance with their desire for a policy of neutrality they did not plan anything
that would involve a close alliance either economic or political with any
specific country, Our economic plans included establishing strong links with
hustria and revising the economic treaties concluded with Soviet Russia by earlier
governments, because many of these were contrary to the interests of the Hungarian
people., The Imre Nagy Government wished to have the most friendly relations with
all countries including Soviet Russia, and it was for this reason that even during
the revolution Imre Nagy had some opposition, The Government thought that an open
break with the Soviet Union would not be advisable and therefore they showed the
utmost patience, and asked the people of the country to be patient,.

The Government of Imre Nagy, however, insisted on renouncing the Warsaw Pact
because it did not wish to belong to any military alliance, At that time a
Hungarian military and technical delegation was in the Soviet Union, led by Biro
who was the younger brother of Rakosi. This committee went to the Soviet Union
in the middle of October, entrusted by the Hegedues Government with the task of
dispersing the military clauses of the Warsaw Treaty, an important factor of which
was the use of radar, and the use of Hungarian engineers for perfecting the radar
system, These engineers told me personally that on looking into the technical
and military clauses of the Warsaw Treaty they found it contained implicitly
strong evidence of the intention to attack the West,

I should also like to mention as a matter of interest that news, official and
unofficial, was continually coming to Parliament, The Hungarian news service
and the Hungarian post offices all over the country informed people in Parliament
what was happening. I often spoke to them personally on the telephone, though
during that time when the Soviet delegation was negotiating the details of withdrawal
there was a great deal of armoured equipment coming from Romania and from Zahony
from Carpatho Ruthenia towards Hungary. According to my information at that time
these military movements were in two directions. One wing came from Zahony to
northern Hungary, to the mining regions which were at least not capitalistic;
the other wing was coming towards Budapest, and this wing split in two south of
Miskolec and went partly to Szolnok and partly to Budapest.
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The troops coming from Romania approashing Debrecen went towards Pecs and
the southern part of Hungary. The ring encircling Budapest was formed in the night
of 3-4 November and when the military news from the Ministry of Defence was received,
I was in Parliament., Imre Nagy established contact with the Yugoslav Legation.

I would like to say here that Jancs Kzlar who was the first secretary of the ,
transformed Communist Party and was a member of the lawful govermment of Imre Nag, :
left his office together with Antal ﬂpr:a whom I' saw for the last time on the 1
morning of 2 November. I saw Kadar, fleetingly, in the late hours fiihe aft&mqon }
of the 2nd. The Nagy Goverment was :Lnfom (,d - I do not know from what. source —
that the _Kadar grouﬁ wént with a Sov:i.e'b car to Szolnok.

When the Russian troops pcured in and formed a ring around Budapest, Imre

Nagy, even though he was a commnist, fled to the Yugoslav Legation, Tildy and.
Bibo were not ready to leave Parliament; together with Szabo they did not seek
asylum at the Yugoslav Legation as they wanted to follow events. At about three
o'clock Tildy gave me instructions to gc to Buda, where I live, and asked_z_ﬁ; to

maintain contacts from there, He told me to forward any information of a military
nature to the appropriate quarters.

In view of the encirclement by the Russians and because of the illegalities
that this involved, Imre Nagy and his government were sure the United Nations
would intervene after they had been informed of the situation.

There were local battles both in the tcrritory of Budapest and in the
provinces in the early morning of the lst bubt there was no organized resistance.

In the early moming of the Lth I spoke from Buda to Tildy twice, and to Dr.

Hamori, the chief of Ti..la}'s secretemat, and at eight o'clock to another old

friend of mine, and these people were all in the Parliament building., My friend
informed me that Soviet units had surroundei Parliament and were forcing everybody
to leave the precinects of the Parliament building., At that. time Tmre Nagy was

still in contact with Tildy and with Bibo from the Yugoslav Legation. I mention
these names because I am sure of them, My friend gave me this information at eight
otelock in the morning, when he and Hamori were forced to leave the Parliament
building and when I called at eighty-thirty Bibo, the State Minister, answered.

He told me he was going to stay in the rarliament building, which I may say is a huge

labyrinthine building with a lot of entranc:s and numerous rooms, Bibo stayed in one
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of the rooms, He was not sure whether to leave the Parliament building, and said
if it were possible to start the radio he would again ask for help from the United
Nations, However, he did not succeed in putting the radio in order, and as far

as I know he left Parliament building on the 5th, The newspapermen who remained
with him also left the Farliament building on the 5th or 6th,
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I spoke with Bibo personally and with Tildy, through Hamori, several times
before 13 November and I informed the newspaper people of the outcome of my talks,
What I have said supports the fact that the Government of Imre Nagy was lawful either
on the basis of the status quo ante or on the basis of the events which started on

23 October, Nagy had never resigned, Kadar was really preparing a coup d'etat
and it was the presence of Soviet armed forces which prevented the Nagy Government
from goverming, Therefore, the Government of Imre Nagy is at present the only
constitutional Government of Hungary but it was randenad impotent by the Soviets,

the treachery of Kadar, the insincerity of the discussions with the Soviets —— of
which Nagy was already aware, and the combination of all those circumstances,
There was really no legal basis for doubting the statement made by Nagy concerning
the withdrawal of troops from Hungary., It is furthermore contrary to the truth
often proclaimed by the Soviet Union, namely that there was a counter-revolution in .
Hungary. I had occasion to deal personally with hundreds of thousands of Workers!
Councils representatives in the presence of Tildy, or even of Nagy, when, between
1 and 3 November, the Workers! Councils hesitated to continue work because they

did not see any possibility of Nagy'!s promises being fulfilled. Nagy!'s promises
were, of course, based on promises made by the Soviets. On 3 November between

5 and 8 o'clock, after the Soviet negotiations were finished and only technical
details remained to be settled, I negotiated with the workers! representatives of
all the large factories around Budapest on hehalf of Tildy. We made a statement
on the radio, which I had drafted in collaboration with many of the Workers!
Councils! delegates to the effecct that work in all the industries and factories of
Hungary should re~commence early on the moraing of the 5th because Imre Nagy
guaranteed the withdrawal of Russian troops and the holding of free elections and
that a coalition government, composed ol m'visters of state and ministers without
portfolio, would lead the country, Those Zuarantees were based on the Russian
promises. Imre Nagy therefore found that with those guarantees he had really
satisfied the demands of the Workers! Councils, On 4 November the workers saw
that Imre Nagy was unable to fulfil his proanises and that his Government had been
made impotent by the second intervention of the Russians and therefore the battle
in Hungary continued, as you know. I have now finished my statement and I am
ready to answer questions which I anticipate with great interest.
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The CHAIRMAN: On behalf of the Committee I thank you for your interesting
statement, I know that the members of the Committee would like to ask you
questions but as it is now very late I must ask you to return here tomorrow morning

at 10 o'clock,
Mr, Tibor Pasztory withdrew.

The meeting rose at 6.25 p.m.




