Klklog Semogyl on the Trede Unions' Tasks

In a lepding article in ".’l-llildll(', Miklos Somogyl, President of the
Trade Union Counoll, sald that the 19th Trade Union Congress had not only marked
an important stage in the development of the Mungarian trade unions, but had alsc
been mtmt!u for the lhternational trade union movement. The leaders of the
WPTU and guests from 1§ sountries who had attended the congress had shared the
fungarians' jey at thelr enemies' "fallure to tear a gap in the front of the inter-
national preletarist by trampling underfoot the power of the Hungarian workers",
30 far as the Party was concetned, it had shown greater understanding of and
confidence in the orgenised workers than at any time since 1948, therety ziving
the trade unions the status appropriate to the largest mass organisation of the
vorklng cless. ‘The work of organisation and enlightenment must mow stert among
trade union memders., ‘While, on the one hand, the trade unions must concern

-

themselves wholeheartedly with the affairs of the'r membeoers and must take part
drafting the laws and decrees regulating llving and workling conditions, the orpanised
vorkers on the other, sust equelly consern themselves with labeur productivity, the
correct orgenisstion of work and economical production, as the princip=2l way trn reils
the standard of 1iving was to lncrease both the guantity and quality of production,
and to do this more econemloally, {Pudapest 11.00, 16.3.58)



