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HOW TIIE COLITUNISTS TOOK AWAY THE FREZDOM OF THE

HUNGARTAN RIFORMED CHURCH.

Up to 1948,1life in Hungary scemed to be regular.
In 1948 the Communists attacked the Reformed Church.
Alreacy in 1947 the Communists had forced Ortutay to
put through the liouse of Representatives the law allow-
ing religious education to be facultative. With this
Ortutay sold his party and the Church. The Communists
were most surprised that he succeeded. With this
there was one year of peace, relatively speaking.
Then, in 1948, the strong attack begins on the part
of the Communists, after June 12th, 1948, when the
Comrzunist &nd the Soecial Democratic Party merges and
secomes the Hungarian Workers Party. uwith thié the
Communists take over power. The right wing of the
Social Democratic Party is pushed out, except for such
people as Kéthly, Reisz, and Bdn, who remain. Then,
on June 16th, the law to nationalize schools is sub-
nitted as a resolution. A great fight precedes this
legislation.My father, as a representative, resigned
immediately, as did others in the Smallholders Party.
In the matter of two or fhree days out of this resolu-

tion there becomes law.
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Bishop Ravasz of the lungarian Reformed Church
fought against this resolution. Then he was forced to
resign. His resignation is followed by the election of
a successor. Our nomination in the Dunamelléki.District
was Gyula Murakdzy. The nominee of the gov't was
#lbert Bereczky. Lvery congregation wanted Murakizy to
be bishop and there were no votes for Bereczky. The
Communists discovering the situation, were forced to

put pressure on in order to get Bereczky in.

llere's the kind of pressure they applied:
Dezsd lurakdzy, the brother of Gyula, had fought
against the Communists when they first entered
Hungary. He was in hiding and had been using the
alias neme of Jdzsef Kiss. The AVH appeared at the
home of Gyula Murakdzy and said hq?zz: charged with
killing a certain number of people and fighting
against the Comnunists. This occurred in the summer
of 1948 when we thought no one knew where the brother
was hiding. But the AVH came and said to Gyula Nurakdzy
that if he wants to be bishop of the Dunamelleki
District of the rungarian Reformed Church his brother
hangs. If he refuses the office of bishop in the
church, then his brother will be saved. Our family
council sat together, since we are related to the Nu-
rakdzy family, and my father aggw;he others decided

that Gyula Murakdzy should step/from the nomination

in the Hungarian Reformed Church.
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‘her., the bishop's office of the District sent a
letter to all the churches, saying that HMurakozy does
no% want to be bishop. But in spite of this, one third
cf the churches voted for Nurakdzy. Albert Bereczky
received the other two thirds of votes. There occurred
a similar struggle for the position of chief secretary
and secretary of the District. There were three
elections, for each of these offices, and three

Conmunist nominmes were running against the same non-

Communist nominees, and after three tries the non-

Communist nominee, Jéﬁos Kardos, was elected chief
secretary and I became the secretary. The chief elder
of the District became Roland Kiss. lle had been an
active Communist Party member and at that time was
Assistant Toreign Minister. Ilis job was to take the

church over to Communist waters.

In Debrecen the bishop was Imre Rdvész. In 1944
he had made a statement which reflected some Nyilas,
(Arroweross) view. And so, to an extent, he was in
the hands of the Comunists. lle was the president of
the convent and also president of the 2Zsinat (Synod)
being senior bishop. The other bishops of the church
were insignificant at that time for the Communists.
Thus the Communists had their men in important posts.
Then, in the autumn of 1948, the Communists wanted to

make an agreement with the church.
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They rushed things and this was their tactic to hurry
things along. They had the law for nationalizing the
schools, now they wanted to squeeze out of the

church the agreement to give the schools over to the

gov't. This was a steam-rolling tactiec.

we of the Reformed Church were the first victims
of the Communists. The Homan Catholic Church was a
1it£1e stronger. lhe Lutherans were too insignificant
and therefore the Communists picked us for their first

vietim. The tactic was to divide and then conquer.

In September 1948 the fight began and we knew we
had to make an agreement with the gov't. However,
from one local congregation after an other came pro-
tests against giving the schools to the gov't. The
c¢hurch of Kecskemet was the first to protest. I my-
self held two lectures against the nationalization of

the schools, but it did not do any good.

The azsinat or GCeneral Assembly of the Hungarian
Reforrmed Church was called together at the end of
November 1948. The task was to vote upon the agreement
between the Baurch and State and the problem of giving
the schools to the State. ‘here were 84 delegates in
the assmebly. The chairmen of the meeting, sharing the
responsibilities, were Bishop Imre Révész and the lay

chairman Roland Kiss.
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Thapeeting was held in closed session, no visitors
were allowed in the galleries. This was the first
time that a closed session of the ;éinat was held in
the history of the Hwng arian Reformed Church. Bishop
ié;gsz opened the meeting and said what was about to
happen is secret and no one is to publish anything
about it or talk about this to anyone. However, in
whatever manner we vote upon anything in the neceting,
he went on to say, the results of our votes will
appéar in the newspapers as being an unanimous vote.
The debate begun. ihe first speaker was Béla Kun
Szentpetery, professor of civil law at Debrecen. He
had great prestige as leader of the opposition. On
the night preceding this meeting, a small private
gfouplheld a meeting, and at that meeting Szentpétery
held the point of view that:we cannot give over the
schools to the State. lThen, when he got up to speak
in the General Assembly, he said that yesterday he
held the point of view that we cannot give our
schools over to the State, but after one night of
torment, he said, he had come to the coneclusion that
we as a church are weak and we must save what we can.
The Communists had offered to let the Reformed(Church
keep four gymnasiums, that in Budapest, Debrecen,

Sarospatak, and the one at Pdpa. Szentpdtery went on

to say "Let us try to keep these four, Furthermore, the

State assures us of certain subsidies to maintain the

theological seminaries."
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e continued to say "If we oppose the State any further

we will loose everything and many men will be arrested.”

lle,; of course, was referring to the fact that although
not arrested, but removed from office, was the Bishop
Ravasz and Pastor HNurekdzy were not in the meeting
anymore. A few more speakers followed and then Bela
?app. the pastor of the Karcag Church, got up to give
a strong talk, in which he said "No, we will not give
up our schools!" He began to prove the kind of liara.
the Comnmiunists are, and began to prove how Rakosi had
lied. (Bela Papp was arrested later.) Papp went on to
say "We must hold out and go down if we have to."
Bishop Imre Revesz then made a rather ambiguous
statement,saying "I do not trustthe Communists . This
won t be the first time they do not keep their word
and trlck us, but the interest of the Church iw that
we continue to live and then he asked the ﬁinat to

accept the agreement.

The next question before the Assembly was how
to vote, that is, the manner of voting, in secret
or open. The “hurch law requires a secret ballot.
About 60 of us demanded a secret ballot, along with
Béla Papp. R0land Kiss was there and he wanted an open
Qote ang would not allow a secret ballot to be taken.
lle tricked the group and an open vote was ordered.

Upon this many of the delegates left the Assembly,

)
about 24 of us. Bela Papp stayed in, fﬁgfto
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Each delegate remaining had to vote by voice and with
each vote Roland Kiss recorded the votes for himself
anl also recorded the names of those who left. The
egreement was adopted and in the newspapers it was
reported as being adopted unanimously, although a few

negative votes were cast by voice.

Bela Papp was imprisoned, but his charge and
indictment was something else, even though the real
reason was opposing the agreement between the Church
and the State. Bishop Imre Revesz was deposed in

1949, because of his statement before the{’%inato

#ith the agreement between the Reformed Church
and the State in the hands of the Communists, the
Comnunists began their propaganda against the other
church groups, saying,"Why don't you make an agreement
with the State?" In 1949, the Lutherans made an agree-
ment, and in 1950 the Roman Catholic Church signed

an agreement with the Hungarian gov't.

The question can be asked, why did the State need
an agrecment with the churches? In the first place, the
Roman Catholic Church held in its possession 1,000,000
yokes, (hold) of land property. The total cultivated land
in Hungary was 16,000.000 yoke or hold. Through the
cultivation of its 1,000.000 hold the Roman Cathélic

Church kept up its orders and schools.
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In 1945 the Roman Catholic Church lost this land, and
the 100 hold parcels that were left to the Church were
not enough to keep the orders and schools going. Not
exactly the same land picture appeares in the Re-
formsd Churci. The Reformed Church had no large
es‘ates, altlough local churches had a few hundred
rold of land. The largest piece of property held by

a single church, that I can recall, is the 8zolnok
Church which leld 8,000 hold. This was the biggest
property of the Reformed Church and it was a bequest

from a Catholic baron.

The churches had lost a certain financial in-
dependance znd the Communist gov't wanted to get its
‘men into irportant posts within the Reformed Church.
Trrough the agreement, the Kongrua, that is State aid
‘0 help the pastors' salaries, was included. With the
agréemant the Ghurch accepted the slogan "Free Church
in Pree State". Up to 1948 the church tax had been
taken or collected with the State tax. After 1948
this ended, and the Church needed to depend upnﬁkhe
voluntary amounts that were given through this tax
means. Horeover, the Church had no way of collecting
from those who did not want to make a voluntary pay=-

ment.
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10w DID "'HE COIMUNISTS WORK THE AGREEMENT WITH THE
CHURCH?

Jp to that point, until the Lutherans and the
Romen Catholics did not sign their agreement with
th. State, the Communist State kept its agreement .
with the Reformed Church. llowever, after these two
churches signed their agreement, the State attacked
the agreement and took the other schools, which had
remained to the Reformed Church, away from the Church.
Thus, at this time, only the Debrecen gymnasium re-

mained as part of the Reformed Church.

Also, as part of the Communist tactica, the leader-
ship of the “hurch after 1948 never called a }:s:l:nat
into session. Thus was eliminated the parliament or
legislative body of the Church gov't. There was no
law bringing g.legislative body and only the executive
branch of the Church remained to enact laws. This is
exactly what the Communists wanted to centralize
a powef in the hands of those whom they had put into
office. In the place of the %éinat, which was a larger
asgenbly, there was formed the i%inati Tanacs,@eneral
Assembly Council of 24 men. A smaller body such as
this can be terrorized more easily and made to do what
the State wants. Thus, after the 1948 giinat the 24 nmen
council ruled in the place of the'ﬁginata,
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An incicent which is worth noting is the fact that
Presideat of State Tildy, who also was a pastor of
the Relormed Church, presented the problem to the
Commurists and he had to be diéplacad from office.
In 149 Viktor Csorngki, or Viktor Bun, as he was
praviously known, who was the Ambassador of Hungary
to (airo, wanted to sneak his father-in-law Tildy
out of Hungary. The personal secretary of Tildy,
Jéi08 Péter, informed the apprdﬂgiate agencies of
tle gov't about this attempted escape. When Csornoki
:rrived by plane from Cairo at Budapest, he was
irrested immediately and later hanged. Tildy was
forced to resign from his office. Jdnos Péter. the
informer who before coming to the gov't position,
had been chaplain of the Bethesda Hospital in Buda-
pest g had been known for his leftist ideas. The
Communists put him next to Tildy as Tildy'a‘personal

secretary.

An o0ld prinicple in the Communist vtate has
been that when the head falls, then the whole en-~
tourage, the entire group of followers, falls also.
Wwith Jénos Péter the Communists made an exception.
Tildy was put under house arrest and Peter was made
bishop in Debrecen. This was the first time in
Communist historys that the head goes down and the

secretary goes up.
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(You may be interested in knowing also, that when
Tildy was brought into the gov't in 1956, his only
request was that Bishop J4nos Péter be made tékaéign
from his post.) The bishop in Debrecen, Imre Révesz,
was displaced and Peter was made bishop. He also be-
came the leader of the National Peace “Youncil in
Hungary. Révész was made a member of the Hungarian
Academy of Learning by the Communists and got about
3,000 ft. that way. He was pensioned in all of his
other jobs. Then like Bishop Peter, who was outside
the Party, he received a supplemental fee of 7,000 ft.,
called "Veszélyessdgi Pdtdij", in addition to his re-
gular pay. Thus he was held in hand.

Another step against the Church Constitution was
taken when the districts of church gov't were changed.
According to the law of the church, promulgated in
1791, Article 26, the Church was to have 4 districts.
Thege districts were in force until the Tiszaninnen
District was merged with the Tiszantul District, so
as to make Bishop Janos Peter govern this entire
area, and especially the Tiszaninnen area, which was

a dangerous and lively area.

It is interesting to recount an episode that
occurred early in December 1949, when the Dunamelléki
District of the Reformed Church held a meeting.
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At that time Bereczky was bishop and Imre Revesz was
still in Debrecen. The lay chairman of the meeting,
Roland Kiss, and Bishop Bereczky brought to the
atteation of the meeting a request or order from the
Comnunist Central Party, that the Dunamelleki District
should send its best wishes to Stalin, who was to be
70 years old on December 21st, and to assure Stalih
of the loyality of the Dunamelleki District. At this
meeting my father got up and said that we as a church
cannot celebrate Stalin's birthday nor can we send
such a telegram. Vie as a church are divided from
politics end separated from such things. Then the

two chairmen, 3ishop Bereczky and ifoland Kiss, did
not allow a4 vote to be taken upon my father's mdfion,
which was not to send the telegram to Stalin. The
chairman ordered the telegram to be sent and he also
ordered that a unanimous vote had been taken, when
no such thing had occurred, The newspapers later said
that the motion to send the telegram was unanimous by
the Duﬁamelleki District of the Hungarian Reformed
Church.

The slogen that the Communists kept repcating,
was "Free Church in a Prce State", that is "Szabad
ligyhaz Szabad Allamban". what does this mean in
practice? It should have meant the division of the
two bodies, the two groups, but since every church de~

nomination had fallen into the power of the Communists,
there was no division or separation,
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In spite of this slogan the Communists set up the
church affairs office of the State, "Allanmi Egyhaziigyi
llivatal", which was a completely Communist organization
ard it is this office which runs the various church
bydies in Hungary as far as setting up poliey. The di-
rector of this office was Janos lorvath. Within this
church affairs office each church denomination haa.a
special division, even the Jews. The headquarters are
located at ?aaareto ©This church affairs office controls
individual churches, church denominations, and the
individual clergy. “hus the Communists control the
church from top down at every level., They are able to

interfere and have their will carried out.

In 1948, when the Budapest area of the Reformed
Church vas taken over by Bereczky and Kiss, the various
deans of the district and other distriects were slow-
ly replaced and depcsed. The Budapest classes dean
was Imre Szabo. Vihen the deportations from Budapest of
thousands of peorle occurred, especially in 1951 under
the direction of Janos Beer, these some 70,000 deported
people were cramped into slave cunmps. At this time
Dean Inre 3zabo of Budapest asked his church members
from the pulpit to give contributions to help thé de-
ported people, that is, .o make their live a little
easier in the deportation camps. The gov't immediately

pounced on him and they wanted to arrest him.
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Both, Bishop Bereczky and Roland Kiss did not allow
Szabo to be arrested, but rather Szabo was deposed as
dean of the church and sent out to a small, tiny con-
grejation in the Tiszantul District, where he died.
This, with this opponent out of the way and this kind
of a circus of sending a dean to unother place, the
church leadership was able to put a Communist into
the place of Szabo. The new dean was Sandor Fekete,
who later was replaced by Peter Hajdu, who also is

a scoundrel of a Communist with a dark past. Thus

was carried out the Comnmunisation on the lower
lévels of the Reformed Church. First, the top level -
the bishops; then the deans; and finally various
pastors being removed. In the city of Xecskemet the
dean of the church there was removed in the same way o
He was forced to resign, that is told that he would
be arrested and jailed if he did not resign. Then,

at the local level within the congregations the members
of the Presbyterium, (Consistory Jvho usually were the
wealthier men of the community, or the leaders of the
community in times past, were displaced from their
offices in the Presbyterium as enemies of the
proletariat. This order came from the Party, that is
the office of church affairs, to Bishop Bereczky and
then to the local churches. The method employed of
getting these men out of the Presbyterium or
Consistory was that some were forced to re-

sign, some were arrested and then the Communist-line
' men were brought into the Presbyterium.
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At Kecskemet this did not succeed. We at that church
held out against the order. However, Bishop Bereczky
at his congregation, the ;;zaonyi Ut Church, made the
change. Then, when the bishop was able to push llura-
kozy out of the gsenior pastorate of the Calvin Square
Church, Bishop Bereczky made the change in the Calvin
Square Church also. The question to ask is, who was
the director and leader of all of these maneuvers?

1t was no one else but Jénos Horvéth, the director of
the State office of church affairs. lie gave the orders

as to who was to be kicked out.
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ITHE CHASM BETWEEN THE CHURCH LEADERS OF THE REFORMED

CHURCH AND THE MENBERSHIP.

The*e was a great division between the leadership
of the 1:formed Church and the church membership. The
great majority of the membership of the Hungarian Re-
formed Church was made up of the landed peasantry,
the so-called kulaks, then the middle-class in Hungary,
and the greater percentage of the intelligentsia was
reforned. Thus, when the deportations and arrests be-
;an to take place in lHungary, a greater percentage of
the Reformed @hurch memberahib was arrested and the
nﬁmbe: of the Reformed people arrested was greater
than the Romen Catholic number. Why did this occur
and ahy_was this possible? The reason is that thé
‘Reformed Church in llungary on the basis of the 1791
lay had autonomy. The Roman“Catholio Church was part
¢l an international body and had support from kome,
nd Rome would say "no" to the election of certain
ﬁen to certain positions. On the contrary, the Re-
formed Church was limited to Hungary and our individual
men could be terrorized into submission or be arrested
within the borders of the country, with no one from the
outside speaking up. It is interesting to note that in
1571 the “loman Catholic Church in Hungary wanted to be
autonomous, separated from the State, but this did not

succeed. They are tied to the State and to Rome.
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This tié was their luck and fortune at this time.
Before the Revolution the Reformed Church leadership,
which had semies submitted wader t0 the
Conrunist power,was not able to sway the entire
church. The memberahip and the pastors of the Re-
“ormed Church remained strong and solid during the
Revolution. Their bravery was exemplary and on
Ogtober 30th, when the Revolution was victorious, by
that time already the Reformed Church had re-consti-
tuted itself, Bishop Jénos Péter had been dismissed,
Bishop Bereczky had been pensioned and the rest of
the men had to resign. On October 30th the plan that
the re-constituted Reformed Church of Hungary had was
to have Bela Papp be elected Bishop at Debrecen and
Bishop Kavasz return to his post in Budapest with
furakbzy as assistant to Ravasz in the Junamelleki
District. The Zeformed Church was purified on

Octoher 30th.

In Budapest the Budapest Theological Seminary had
five victims as z result of the Revolution. Two of the
boys are buried on the Seminary grounds. One of the
boys killed was TFerenc Batka and the entire group of

theological students was arrested.

when I left Hungary the struggle between the State
end Church was openly going on. The Reformed Church

wanted to keep that freedom winich it had won during the [
Revolution,
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However, former Bishop Ravasz had been sent back to
his home to house arrest or ©  exile.
The :on-in-law of Ravasz, Istvan Bibé, was arrested.
ile vas a prbtaasor of philosophy and law at the
Szeged University. In the Imre Nagy gov't he had

been a liinister of State.

lMurax6zy could not be rermoved and he became the
Deputy President of the ;%nvent. A tremendous struggle
was going on for the office of dean in Budapest. The
strugsle was between the pro-Cormnunists and the oppo-
sition. The leader of the opposition was Sdndor Job.
Peter Hajdu wanted to come back to his position,
lic said that his resignation was cxtracted under
force and terror, but the truth is that he resigned
voluntarily because he became frightened. The question
was very simply decided by the Communists, who resorted
to their own methods and tactics by arresting sandor
Jod along with Professor Barna Nagy, who was the
nominee for thc office of dean of Budapest. Professor
Wagy has six children. 3oth of these men were re-
leased only after the intervention of the Swiss fheolo-
gan Barth. Professor Nagy was beatman and all of his

teeth were knocked out,
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The Reformed Church Bishop at Phpa, ilemér Gydry,
wags retained. He is an old man who is neither hot
nor cold in the sense that he is neither for nor
against tle system and even the Revolution did not
push him out of office. I do not know what happened
in Yebrecen in regard to the office that had been

held by Bishop Pékero
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HOW [HL COIMMUNIST - SUPPORTED BISHOPS AND LEADERSHIP

OF "HX CHURCH WORKED,

When a particular church district of the Reformed
Church met for a regular meeting, the bishop of that
fistrict merely reported to the assembly concerning
lis activity and his activity represented the legis-
lation of the district. There were no votes as to
whether he should do something or should not do some-
thing, he had already carried out that which he
wished to do or which he had been ordered to do by the
viate Office of Religious Affairs. At the level of
the classes within the church district, we who were
nember:s of committees,were never called to any
comrittee meetings.

There was no discussion, no opportunity for legisla-
tion, the executive or dean of the classes carried
out the policy. Thus the church was centralized.
Everything eﬁ%ﬁated from above, even the themes

for sermons were sent out to the pastors from the

central office of the konvent.

There were two views within the Reformed Church
concern@pg BEshep Bereczky. The one attitude was that
they haﬂ%d Béreczky and they did not want to speak to

him n6r even meet him.

/
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The second attitude, of another group, was ~ and the

representative of this group was Sandor Joo - who said

Tzrel bdes
that 3Bereczky or XEERAXXZRATEN , as they fondly called
him, knows that people dislike him, but he is saeri-

save :
fieing himself in spite of all to »=xBx the church as

long as he can, and to keep the church alive as long
as he can. They went on to say that the one or the

organization which has time, has life.

In 1949 ny father was present a} the Dunamelleki
Church District meeting. After 1949 there was no oppo-
sition sounded at all in the church district meetings.
There was no opportunity for it to be affected. The
pastors on the lower levels did very excellent work.
llany worked among the deported people, who were in-
terned in camps, People such as Joo and Inre Nagy
sent things to help the interned people. The house
of Joo was full of clothing and belongings which had
been brought there by the friends of the internees.

His home became a storage point.

Barlier I spoke of the fact that the Communists
made a deal with kurakdzi, saying that if he did not
accept the office of Bishop of the Reformed Church
they would not arrest his brother. However, the
Communists, in their regular fachion broke their word.

lMurakodzy's brother was arrested and sentenced for life.
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e were able to get him off the death sentence, which
had been given. The brother was let out of prison
during the Revolution and then again, on November 21st,
was arrested. Now, very likely, Gyula Murakizy was
allowed to be President of the Konvent of the Reformed
Church, I would suspect because they have him under
their thumb. The Communists are able to threaten him
and hold him in line by saying that they will hang his
brother if he does not do what they want him to do.
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LAW IN TI'E HUNGARIAN STATE,

Through various connections a person is able to
get people out of jail and to have various sentences
reduczd. This can be achieved because the whole eri-
min«.l code or criminal law is so flexible,that is in
all law there is an objective and a subjective approach.
the objective side is the fact, the crime itself, and
nothing else is important. In Hungary this objective
side or approach has been abandoned and the subjective
Basis of interpreting law and dealing with crimes has
come to the fore. Whatever a person tells the judge
on a subjective basis, he will listen to it. And this
is important, this counts. For example, the social
origin of the criminal is important, the actions of a
Communist, be theyvenkriminal acts or deeds, are
interpreted as not harming or being injurious to
society. Vhereas an individual whose social origin is
bad, his actions and acts and deeds are harmful and
injurious to society. Thus law, the practice of law
and the judging of individual cases,is individualizing
the crime and it is not the erime itself that is con-
sidered, the subject is more important. Thus, one can
interfere with Communist justice on the basis of sub-

Jective judgement of a deed or act.
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Ten thousand people were jailed in the last few
months ir Hungary and this was done on the basis of
subjective judgement, on the basis of what the indi-

viduals
4EBR social origin is.

Here is where liarx's dialectical materialism
comes ii. Lvery man is determined by his social environ-
ment and surroundings so that he cannot escape the
determinism of this environment and thus the law deals
with him out of this background. lor example, Raxosi
said at one time, that a kulak remains a kulak even
without a list. Raxosi said this when Imre Nagy in
1953, July 3rd, gave the kulaks a little better position
and elininated the kulak list. Rakosi's statement

occurred a week after imre Nagy elminated the list.

The role of the Parliament in legislation has
been disconnected. The executive dictates the laws.
This executive promulgates what is called eircular
laws. ‘The particular law covers a short page and a
half, whereas previously a law dealing with the sub-
ject would require 100 pages in length. The method
and directons for the administration of the law are
not published in the daily newspapers, but by a secret
bulletin and various documents and orders the admihi-
stration is indicatedo Thus, under criminal law the
public‘does not know the basis on which h2 will be

judged.

e r—
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Iiven the attorneys did not get the secret bulletin
concerning the administration of the law. Only the

circular or general law was published.

formerly, before the Communists took over, the
BTF (Biintetd Tarvény Kodex) of 1878 was important in
lew, including the "Csemegi"law Book. The Csemegi Law
Jook operated on the basis of its general or circular
part and secondly the specific part. In the first
part the principles of the law were laid down, in the
second part the crimes with specific punishments were
listed, The Communists, however, could not operate on
this basis and could not assure their existence. lor
the Communists a specific part was not important.
Rather, in the place of the general or circular part,
they promulgated a new circular or general portion.
Thus, in the court the judge had to use the Communist
general or circular law for the principle concerning
the law, as well as concerning the administration
with regard to the specifics. No matter how much an
attorney tried to stick to the specifics listed in
the Csemegi Law Book, the Comnunists did not care be-=
cause theihudge sentences on the basis of the new
general law. It is on the basis of this subjective

approach that Stalin executed 30 million people.
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In llungary for example, if a landed peasant or kulak
in the early morning is having his breakfast out in
the field over a fire, roasting a piece of bacon, he
is sentenced to death for endangerinébhe crops. The
basis on which *this sentence is carried out is the
subjective approach, that is that his social origin

is anti=-society.
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SOURT PROCEDURE AND MANYER OF JUDGING IN HUNGARY,

In a law court in Hungary, each party has the
right to call witnesses, but if the prosecutor main-
tains that a certain witness called by the defendant
and his lawyer is dangerous to the welfare of the
State, then the defendant has no rights and he cannot

call that witncss.

The State prosecutor's office has a special
"double zero" list of lawyers who are allowed to take
political cases. The defendant, who is charged with a
political erime, is not allowed to select his lawyer
or defender. The defendant and his lawyer are not able
to examine the indictment brought against him. This is
not publie, it is "double zero". The head of this "0Q"
office under the prosecutor is an AVH officer, Pal
Bakos. ot even the wife or children of the defendant
are allowed in court when the hearing is carried out.
It is not a public hearing. ¥When a lawyer did work for
a defendant and client under this basis, under the
new legel ethic in the Communist State, the lawyer
was required to work and cooperate with the court in
discovering the material truth of the case. As a con-
sequence of this the Communist lawyer does not defend
his clicnt in the sense as is known in the West or as
was xnown previously under llungarian law, but rather he
is a helper of the judge and of the court against his

client who is considered an elsment of the anti-State or
anti-class.
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In the Mindszenty and Rajk trials the defending
lawyers said the strongest talks agéinat or condem-

na;ions of their eclients.

The following information is contained in the
secret bullefina of the administration,but are
generally known in law circles. . man can be arrested
and detained if the expected sentecnce of his crime
could be more than one year. ind he can be detained if
there is a possibility of his escaping. The maximum
length of detention and arrest, before a person is
brought to trial, according to law is 30 days. Iow-
ever, observe the cases of llaleter and Ropacsik - both
of them have been under arrest for nine months now.
Under the law police detention can last only 48 hours.
But even this lasts for months. In theory the pre- |
sanction is that the man is innocent until proved

guilty.

On the basis of the Soviet idea of the State all
the satellite countries were re-constituted and re-
shaped in 1949, In Hungary a new constitution was pro-
claimed in 1950. The prosecutor's office was also re-
constituted and now the power of the State is in his
hands, so that the prosecutor and his office are above

the AVH. The national form of gov't is lost.
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tthen the people began to observe that the national
forms were being lozgf/the Russian forms of gov't were
being installed, the Communists had to come up with
some idea to pacify the people. They came up with the
idea in Hungary of a bridge that would halﬁtham span
the transition they were going through in Hungary.
The bridge thsy came up with was the Marxist idea of
form and content. In Hungary, they said, we are under
a national form, but the content is Socialist and they
built everything, the whole thing, on this basis, the
character of the whole State and organization of form
and content. Thus the form is Democracy, Democratic

centralism which slides into terrorism; the content is

terror.

The Party and State are two separate things, they
go on to say, but in practice the State becomes the
servant of tha Party. How is this done? The Party
Headquarters 2xist on Akademia Street, where the Party
has 23 divisions. The same number of State Ministers
exists in the gov't - 23. The reality of the situation
is that the Party Headquarters is the common Hipiatry
and the various State Ministries are the specific
HMinistries. Ivery question is first worked out in the
Party Headquarters and then prepared for the State

mlinistry. Thus the State liinister is a servant who

—carries out the orders of the Party division.



NO.608 "B=4 and B-6" INTERVIEW All p.31

I was in the Party Headquartara-frequently and gave
numerous lectures there about law, and frequently
satyrized them, that is the Communists. All orders go
from the Party Headquartars. the division offices, to
the State linisters who have the orders printed. This
is the form and content, the theory and practice,

which is in contradiction.

The various provincial councils all have
various kinde of divisions and the Party lleadquarters
has the same number of divisions as exist in the pro-
vineial council. The same ie true with every village
council. Decisions are made at the Party office and

given to the provincial council.

The bSoviet State does not interfere as much as
one would exrect, but iihp the Party which interferes

in everything and directs Hungary through the Party.

Thus the Soviets are correct to the extent that they

f%éy they do rot interfere as a State. This is the

reason why the Communist Party has to be eliminated.
It is the Party that maintains a discipline and the

members are loyal to the Party.

The form is Democracy in the idea, concept and
principle reclm, the content is the Party terror in
practice. However, the provosition that the Communists

teach is that theory and practice is one.
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The Communists say that the State did not always
exist as a form or entity, and will not always exist.
They say the State came intoexistence when private
property came into existence and it is the State that
was formed to defend property. Thus the State was the
enforcement organization of the ruling class. In
every State forﬁkpe State ruler is the minority and
the ruled are the majority, they go on to say, except
in Socialism, where the State administers for the wel-
fare of the majority and not for the minority. In
oocialism only the shell form of the State exist and
when the trunsition is made over to Communism, the
State will no longer exist. Why will this be? There
will no longer be private property, there will be no
ruling group and therefore there will not be needed
an enforcement organization to maintain this private
property, so that there will be no need for a State to

exist.

They go on to say that law is the product of the
State, and if there is no State there will be no law
required. They call this the principle of the passing
of the State. To this principle Stalin added an in-
terpretation, that is that in Communism the form of
the State cannot come tahp end as long as the environ-
ment in which Communism finds itself, Capitalism, is

still existent.
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in real Communism there is no enforcement whatsoever,
because there is no State.However, Stalin said this
cannot be done because Capitalism exists and Capitalism
will eliminate Communism by force if Communism itself

does not rely upon enforcement of powers.

The State has two functions: 1) Internally, to
keep order in the State and internally to oppress the
anti-class group by means of the court, prosecutors
and police. 2) The other function of the State, accord-
ing to 5talin, is external security of the State out-
wardly. Here is where Comnunism is wvulnerable - at
these 2 points. The ilussian Communists say that they
are a class-less society,or perhaps groups or classes
exist as peasants and workers who are not autagonists;
if this is so, then why is it necessary for the
Russian Communists to maintain internal enforcement,if

there exist no anti-class elements? Here is where the

- Ytate concept of Communism falls down, the theory and

practice. Here, at this point is where the Comnunists
cannot defend themselves or say anything. It is with
their own theories and with their own prineciples that

we must attack them,




NO,608 "B=6" INTERVIEW AN pP- 34

EDUCATION IN HUNGARY,
THE HINGARIAN ACADEMY OF LEARNING - MAGYAR TUDOMANYOS AKADEMIA,

In 1949 the Communists took over the llagyar Tudomanyos
Akadimia from the inside. How was this accomplished?
They did this by re-classifying the old members as advisor
memters with no voting rights. Those members of the Akademia,
whoa the Communists could hold in hand either because they
hal been former arrow-cross members or because they had
p:or character™These became either regular members or
co)rresponding members who can be elected to membership. In
che place of the non-voting members of the Akademia, the
Communists brought in their own men. Those whom the
Communists kicked out of regular membership were by and
large anti—ﬁazi people. The arrow-cross people were used

by the Communists to make the Akademia putsch.

The idea of planning and planning policy was introduced
at the Akademia also. Every division had a plan for féw
search and it was designated as to the areas of research.
The Akademia told you what you can occupy yourself with,
as in my case: I wanted to study parliamentary law, -in-
“ostigated—further. However, they told me to study the
peasant situation and the development of the peasant situation.
Thus the Communists used the academy to accomplish the

intellectual foot work that was needed.
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THE NUW _ACADEMIC DEGREES.

The Communists introduced new academic degrees.
Th2 highest being the Tudomanyos Doktor. The next one
b:ing the Tudomanyos Kandidatus. 41l those former
sjcholars who eonld ﬁnt he dorctors beecaunsge of their
origin or who had been kicked out for some other

reason, werc made Tudomanyos Xandidatus.

At the Magyar Tudomanyos Akademia the qudifica-
tion committee selected those persons who are to be
Kandidatus or Doktor or Akademikus. The category of
Akédemikus was reserved for Communists. The former

bourgeois could reach only the Kandidatus category.

Since pay was low for teaching, the scholars
and members of the academy were paid well. The regular
member received 3,000 ft. a month and a corresponding
member feceived 2,300 ft. a month, as a member of the
HagyarlTudomanyos Akademia. The general pay received
by the intellectuals could perhaps be 1,000 - 1,200 ft.,
but additional privileges were given to these intellectuals,
such as the use of an automobile, special resorts with
free vacations, one such was in the Matra lYountains and
the other at the Balaton lake, a speﬁial hospital, the
KuevEl gyl hospital was available to scholars

and their families and to central Party members.
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No one else could go into the hospital. llere the best

medical care was given.

‘fhe Tudomanyos Doktor received 900 ft. monthly
pay. The Tudomanyos Kandidatus 472 ft. through the
Hungarian Academy of Learning, Magyar Tudomanyos
Akademia. Thus it was importaht to be a member of the
academy, or important to be a scholar, because it in-
volved extra privileges and extra pay. However, the
academy told the scholar what theme he had to work on,
or what kind of research he had to do., Thus the

Comnmunists conntrolled the activity of their scholars.

The treining of young scholars was done through
the training system of aspirants or "Aspirans”, which
the Soviets introduced and brought from Russia. llere
again these young aspirants received some 1,200 -
2,000 ft. a month pay. They had nothing else to do but
to study. A group of such students received a councillor
called "Aspirans Vezetd" and he received 300 ft. a
month for being their councillor. This councillor or
leader was a professor. The period of study for the
Aspirans was three years. During the first year there
were examinations in the basic subjects; first, Party
history; second, Marxism and Leninism; third, Russian
language and so on. In the second year examinations

were held in the major field or subject.
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Ln&tpe third year was devoted to the preparation
dissertation in such a subject which the university
approved or designated for the student. Lveryone was
directed as to what he should study and where he
should conduct his research, The Aspirans had to de-
fend his dissertation publicly, and if he was success-

ful in his defense, the aAspirans became a Kandidatus.

It is at this point or througﬁout all of this
that Party »olitics end cultural politiecs merge; A
few people got money for doing nothing and if a pro-
fessor ﬁés an Asﬁirana Vezetd he received additional

money for his services.

In 1951 a university reform was instituted. The
Nyilvanos Réﬁdes and the Nyilvanos Rendkivilli professors
became either professor or docent. The ones whoﬁkpe
Communists favored or liked received the status of pro-
fessor and those whom the Communists did not favor or
did not like, became the docent, This is the

status that I held.

Lven the humanity classes had review or exercise
sessions. All the university was divided up into special
classes of 20 to 25 students and for these groups there
were review or exercise sessions. In these sessions
there was ccnstant repetition and constant pounding away

as to what the State is, over and over azain,
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The Western world wonders why such a large staff
was nceded at the University. The reason is that for
every professor there were three or four assistants
who conducted the exercise classes. The assistant to
the professor was alway a Communist Party member and
was an informer who kept an eye on the professor, who
may be outside the Party. This assistant checked on the
professor, the docent, and controlled them too.

solved
Thus the Communists “ the problem of training
students in the Communist line. They had three or four

assistants to the professor, who were Communists and

kept an eye on the professors.
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ADMISSION TO THE UNIVERSITY.

Adnission to the University also went on the
basis o’ & plan. A Five-Year Plan was made up, which
said how many doctors, lawyers, etc. were needed.

In ths llinistry of Lducation there was a Beiskolazasi
Osztaly (Admissions “ivision), which had the job of
ensuring the proper number of students and graduates
wruld be in each profeaaion or area on the basis of

‘he figures of the rive-Year Plan.

Twenty times as many students applied for admission
to be doctorsand engineers as could be admitted accord-
ing to the Flan. §o it was the job of this division
to put people or students over into law or other
fields, because too few people wanted to be lawyers.

It was thus that an actor was gent to law School; it
was thus that someone who wanted veterinary medicine
was sent to Law School. The students admitted were
divided on the basis of social origin also. For
example, among 500 law students 40 were of worker
origin, 30% peasant, 20% intellectual, 10% Egyeb (the
rest), which included children of small business men
and 0% for the @x-group, which was the anti-class
group. It was thus that medical students, all those
wishing to study medicine, came to us after Law School

for the admissioquamination,
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The admission examination committee at the Law
School had three members: the chairman who was a pro-
fessor» or dozent ; the second member was a dele-
gate from the Communist Party; the third member was a
representative of the youth organization DISZ. The
questioner was the chairman or professor. 1f the
ccmnittee had to vote upon a parficular examinee, then
the professor, like me, would be voted down since I
vas in the ninority. The examiner - examining chairman -
asked the questions and on the basis of the answers
points were given to each question asked. Our questions
had to be submitted previously to the gov't office of
admissions and approved. The examiner asked such
questions from the list, which brought forth very poor
anawefs and in these cases even the Party and youth
délegate had to give low points for the answer. It was
thqs that certain people were kept out of the law
School - those people whom the Communists wanted very

much to be admitted to the Law School.

Then the records of this committee were sub-
mitted to a Csucs Bizottsag, which then examined our
records, the record of points, and examined ¢ur re-
commendations. It was thus that at one time 20 students
whom we had recommended as a committee with a full 20
poinfa. that the superior committee did not accept them
beéausé éll of these students were of intellectual

family origin.
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As regards the @gx-group, the examining committee of
three were told to give these studeats such questions
that they could not answer them, and it was in this
way that the @§x-group was eliminated completely from
being admitted to any of the schools under the

Communist system.

Students could appeal their cases, if they were
not admitted. Appeal the case to the admissions office,
whose chief was Gydrgy Cedl. It was he who made the

Hungarian cultural politics.
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SPECIAL JATURITY COURSES.

A person who was a good kadef, but who had not
finisled his middle school, was able in one year,
throigh a special coursge "Szakerettsegi Tanfolyam"
to receive his maturity certificate. By this means
the Communists avoided having these students face an
armission examination at the university, for the
simple reason that many of them were stupid and could

not even write.

In September 1951 this special course had a
morning division, an afternoon division, and a
correspondence division. Later, the evening section
was merged into the correspondence division. All the
big boys in the AVH and the police organization in
lijungary were in the correspondence course. They were
glven a specified length of time in which to finish
the course. In this particular area of university
training the regular maturity certificate was not re-
quired and by this means the Communists filled the
universities with a large number of stupid people who
had only three years of elementary school. None of
the professors dared fail these students who were high
officials in the AiH or asgsistants to various State
ministers or were engineers with only three yecars of

elementary training, employed in the Building !Ministry.
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We in the Law School did not dare fail any of them;
for example, the president of the capital city is
Kalman Ponzratz, who has had only six years of elemen?
tary schoo., In all of his records at the ILaw School,
professors liave given him the best grades, but he is
stupid. “ncther similar situation exists with Ferenc
Jezval of she linistry of Justice. In his record he
has only fives at the Law School. Previously he was a
shoe-maker. These are the kind of people who are

teing pushed ahead by the Communists and who run the

7arious ministries.,
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INTERVIEVER'S RATING:

Th: following should give a clear picture of the
reliab’lity and the adequate authority with which the
responient speaks. In the Reformed Church of Hungary
he wa, a member of the isinat. He was the lay secre=-
tar; of the Dunamelléki District of the <eformed
Chi>ch; had been the law professor at the Reformed
Crarch Law School in Kecskemét, and the pro dean of
tre school in 1949; later on the faculty of the Law
ichool at the Budapest University, which position he
held until he left Hungary. He was also during the
Revolution president of the Budapest University Re-
volutionary Council. His field of study and of teach-
ing was history of law. This, as he says, the
Communists could not alter very much, although they

did reduce the number of hours that a law student

had to take in his field. He is a man with an extremely

keen mind, well organized in his presentation of the
material, and one who has risked his life for what he

believes.



