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AT 02 L T: OFf purely asnecdotical vzlue. TLittle
peeds o be about the mixture of confusion and corrup-
tion shich m be the determining facteors of the H-0 admin-
istration, - ;

: How easy it is %o Hange'in rio time from = cele-
y an agent in the view of Communist functionsries, kas
ld in many & story. Much rarer ere the instances in
sraons are declared ’gen‘s pric> to tecoming as 1=¥r‘w
3t tc be declared agents sgain. "The ‘JllOfi £ in-
iappensd in STOLBERG f"a‘z region) an d it nay Serve

nical denonstration of the difficulties fecing Commu-
r\

rropagandists in the German Democretic Fepublic today.

1 {n

It was late last yezr w}en the chief of the
epeniel H-0 atere for toys in OLBEY , Martha E}“"P~GSE
cam: to West BERLIN and began asking ?e 'LIN suthcrities
for recognitiocn as a political refugee.

~

She was & bociu;&\t Unitp Perty member, sgreed,

she argaed. Never, however, » said, had she hermed

or dore any wrodg. Instead, had beer ckarged with

gn agent just two weeks ago +~%‘rg stock she had 3
covered aand reported that the store wes shori of money.

In Fact ¢ *re was a2 lot of money missing sné she did not know
whe'e it was gcne or who might have it.

That was all her sisry, gaid. Being sske
for mc detailed statements on the misging money, pr&f*y
Marshs ZTARTHEUSE soon revealed that a sum of more then
eas; parks was involved. And bescause West EERLIN aut
did nct feel sure that Masrtha was actually &s honest
said che was, she wes — as a matter of precauntion
recogrition as & political refugee.
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S 0f course; no Western official asked her to re-
+urn  to the Soviet Zone. But 1life as a non-recognized re-
- fugee in West BERLIN is unpleasent and Martha soon began to
. think of the good old days in STOLBERG where she was one of
- the city's big shots. When Communist propagendisis again
- ‘and again assurzd former refugees $hat they could and should
return to the GOR and that "no ons need fear punishment if
. pne kas a clear conscience,® Mertha FARTHEUSE went back to
- STOLBERG. ! : ;

S _ On her arrivel, propagandists at once began feed-
. ing themselves on her alleged experiences in West BERLIN. It
 took but one moath and SED prosecutor HEISE (fnu) on 25 March

1954, published an article in the Saxonian paper "Fre:heit,"

i picturing KARTHEUSE as a victim of an imaginery agent in West
. BERLIF. "Colleague KARTHEUSE, however, clearly recognized the

- infamcus geme played with her. Thus she did not stay in West:
~ BERLIF but retucned  to STOLJERG," HEISE wrote.

e Those'reading the seme leading Communist news-
- paper of HALLE Jounty about three weeks later became greztly
~ surprised. gl L '

S R 5 The repenting returnee, the demccratic celebrity
- KARTHEUSE, was suddenly exposed to severe criticism culminat-
ing ir the cherze that she were "an agent of a Western spy

 center.” And, of course, the never-sleeping security organ.
¢f the Party ani the government had "already caught up with

 ber." The very same prosecutor who three weeks ag»s had hail-
ed her for her courage to resist tempting offers of West

= BERLIN agents, had her arrested instently et = meeting in
~ - STOLBERG. _ ;

R Records of the meeting are in the hznds of the
West German Ministry of all-German Affairs. These records
show that there was a detailed discussion about the maladmin-
istration in thz local H-0 organization. Martha KARTHEUSE
felt an expert on such questions. Obyviously attempting to
change from a repentful sinner to an ever-active participani
of Socialism, she sharply criticized the fact that prices
for items sold in STOLBERG T-0 stores were much higher than
prices charsed for the same items in H-O stores in nearby
SANCESSHAUSEN, for instance. :

S - Tnetead of being awarded the medal "for good .
knowledge,” she was thereupon arrested. What KARTHEUSE had
not knownwas the fact that H-0 dirsctor REUSS (fnu), the new
boss of the H-0 organization in STOLBERG, is the son-in-la
of the prosecutor HEISE. : :

The "Preiheit" the next dey nevertheless commented
> {Over)
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FARTHEUSE's arrest with the word
certainty that KARTHEUSE is an a

est of Western agents who sent her back to STOLBERG with
certain orders.” :




