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EVAL, COMMENT: It can only be hoped that th: ¢
France will spread the word among ths 1efiww.
his countryn and to refleet on the rosults of
"Soclalism.” : :
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Pierre COMMIIN, Prench Senator for th° deparhz'n
Cise and seeond Secretary Geuneral of the Fraic
Party, who has been attending the Infternaticual
Press Conference in BFRLIN, steted oa 19 Cctob
the outstanding impression of his tour of Tait BERLIN -~
the first time he has been behind the Iron Curtain ~- was
that of “penetrating into another nor1d." ; '
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At a preas_con_erence‘which concluded the threewday onrie

ference of some forty Socialist editpre from sleven Ror
pean countries and one from Japan, Serstor CH%JIN declas

with a feeling of "profound sadness. I inferurete the o
vailing attitude of the peuple I saw in Fas BERLIN as coe
of sullen resignation.”

"Ehat a contrast betwesn the Shcps in Tast B RLIK znd VYest
BERLIN. I em not- speaking now of the qualiiy of the goods
displeyed in them, but of the customers. Yhaw qtruck me
about the shops in Past BERLIN is tha+ they ¢ 50 quist.
The customers either say nothing or %alk in xndertbns; as
iZ they are afraid of being overhpard, They ;ives the im-
pression of people who are afraid to express thair &ciniou4
because if they do they will get into troukle. Era silence
o2 the Eagt BERLIN shops is 1naeed .a striking ccu::ast to
the bustle and animation tn v one nosices in the stores in
the ¥Yestern sectors.”

Asked what were his reactions to Stalin Alles, the calebras-
ed show street of Tast BIRLIN, the French Serator gaid that
it had not made much an impregsion on him. e
The famous bulilding plan is limited %0 this Vouieverd. and

as a technical achievemeni it is not 1Lnreyu vye, L 8m &
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Socialist and we Socialists are not as much impressed by the
number of smoking chimneys as we are by moral snd spiritueal
values. The Stalin Allee left on me a chilly impression of
drab uniformity.” - : _ : Loy :

Before adjourning the Congress adopted a resolution declar-

ing that "fre=dom of information is one of the essential prin-
,eiples of democratic Socialism. Information fresdom is one

+ of the fundamental human rights without which every form of
government must lead to a dictatorship. The Socialist edi-

tors recommended the coneclusion of international treaties

on the model of the Pact of ROME, guaranteseing the "fuanda- .
- mental freedom of thought and cpinion.” :
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