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- SOURCE TRIESTE: Bulgarism in exile in contact with high
garian po 1ca1_and conmercial circlss. e -

DATE OF OBSERVATION:  ourrent period

- - EVAL. COMMFNT: The Bulgarian Consul in HILAK is GARFY,

. o  Tormer employee of the Bulgarian Tegation in 70Mr ¢ who
~ replaced KOTOVILROV in Pebrucry 1953. All persons under

~ reference are known %o %his office, = : :

~ The following is s summary of $the main argumenis of our :
- %alks with the Bulgarian Consul in MITAN and of the subjecss
 +  in which he appeared %o be most interested. Omz of these '
- argupents wes Bulgaria‘s faillure %o take part in the MI-
- LAN Pair (et the moment offsubject of great interest.) Al-
- though he talked calmly about this matter, the Comsul
- could not conceal his disappointment inm the Italien Govern~
- ment's measuves adopted on that occazion, especially after
- “MICALUDI had been recleased,” later,; however, 1% became
- more and more obvious (this will be explained more thoroughe=
~ 1y) that MICALUDI wes not released im view of 3she insistent
requests of the Itelisn CGovernment (in thai scne Eulgaris
~ would have been permitted to take part ian the fair) but
- that he was “gent" with spescizl "tasks.® :

The "other world" exhibition Tformed another subjeat of :
our talks. Haturally, the Conaul sides with %he affirnations :
expressed at that time by the "Unita™ with regard to those

three photographs allegedly shot in ROME showing three
- examples of sosiel ciasses. Az known, the wvizswa of the

~ "Unita" were publisihed dn the "Rabotnichescks Dels." The
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Conaual told me thet he had visited the exhibition in

¥ILAN and thet he also listened to the record of The

voioe of Iazar MRVCHAE when he talked sbout his firs%
impressions upon reashing I$aly. Hers the Coxaul did not
£ail to point outs the many and great results aohleved =,
by Bulgarian industry, the exgellent living condlfions

in presgent-day Bulgaria, welfere granted to the worker

eta. eto. : ST - ShES By

At that time the electorisl ocampaign in J3ely had reached
its last stages. The Consul asked various guestieris chout
the different soolsl classes of the Italien vepulation,
the influence of the priests, the gtrengt of religion,

~ the distribution of the lands, the caaracteristic pro~
- duotion of-%he verious Italian regioas and so forthe. '

But I immediately realized that thers was one question -
of foremost interest 0 $he Comsul, i.e., thas of e
.~ ™Bulgarian refugee® im MILAN, The aseatra® oarefully
. avoided causing any of them any horm, and on the contra-
ry tried to "poor oil on the wasers" espseially with re-
. gard %o the spepresentations” stressed in the famous olir-
_ pular letter., It was strange that the MILAN Comspl
.~ (like Stoiko IVANKO in ROME sbout a year 2ad & helf ago, .
. ag wsll other Bulgarians 'atnt'_ditethy'from‘Bnlgaria.! ‘.{”
. had an almost morbid ingerest in MANDRAGIFY. The probable
~ reason for this interest 1s that the police aathoritiss Ui
kn SOFIA appear to comsider him & representative of Ivan @
BAR7V's "sub-comeittee” in MILAN, The Consul was, of :
‘course, greatly interested in the ROKF. "sub=committes."
 He wanted to know on whet the various members of ths -
sommittee are living, where they get $he news published.
in $he two papers {one edited in WASHIHGTON, the ather
one in ROME in Italian,) who writee for these papers, if
the names of the writers are written out or only with
the initizls, or if pseudonyms are ugedj if the papers
are sold at the news=paper stands, whether th:y are rsad
by the Itaiians, whother they ore writtén in 00d Italien,
aeto, He wss alsc teyeated in Fathey CAGOV znd his organi-
| gation. But on the =hole, We can say thas the Consul ap-
pears %o be very much in the dark with regard %o all these
guestions. He was must cager ¢o0 get come news about them,
. maturally, for the purpese of oompiling a defailed reportd
to be sent to theponpetent authorities, ' .
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« - garisn government has no intention to use an; messures

 possible reprisals on the part of the Italier authorities.:
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ne evening, at 7 o'cloock, I acoompsnied hiu ¥o the. ;
dootor after our uwsual lesson, Whlle on our vay, we were

talking sbout a subjeot that interssted him 50 greatly
. that he gove up bis sppointment for an injeotion and we
walked until 10 o'clock that night. We wers Salking about
refugees, their possidle return to Bulgaris, at least in
some casesa: the pesaible issue of regular passports %o
Balgarian subjeots, the manner in which To ocnvince the
Bulgarian citizens of the "exeellent living conditions

in their country," how to make them believe that the Bule:
against them, of the Italian Government’s behaviour with
yegard %o refugees and those persons who are in possession
- of regulay passporis. OUm ithis ocossion the “Haestro” used
- allhis influence %o make $he Consul undersiand that the
refugees were scared by a "false propagande” regarding

the internal situzation in Bulgaria, and that he himselfl
would probably rejest = regular passport being afraid of

In other words, the "Haestro® did his best %¢ oonvince
the Consul tha$ the refugees are the vietims of eircum=-
stenoca foroing them o sot as they do. The {onsul told
me %hat ‘so far nobody had presented himself to the MILAN
Consulate, znd probabkly neither to that in RCME, in orde
%o apply for repatriation. The Consul $hen spovke about
the plan %o publish a kind of news bulletin on Bulgarie.
He suggested to the “Haestro,” to tramslate the whole of
BOTFV and a2 good part of SMIRRENSKI. As we already notliced
~in other oasss andwith other people, this represeats the

“ gecond step im their usual tasctles. ;

At that time, i.e, the beginning of June, the commercial =
delegation was due to errive (4t is now still here) for
négotiations between Italy and Bulgaria, He asksd about
hotels and decided to lodge the delegatea &t the "Rosa"
Hotel. During that period, the Consul appoared to be
very eager to learn something about Italian or Bulgarian
persons or firms who had, or still bave, comrerdéial con=-
tacts with Bulgaria or who might open such centacts. I |
understood that he was trying to find 2 firm or & busineasss
man whe mighs be able o export that maderial 4o Bulgaria
which the "wioked Amerissn reaction” had forbidden to be |
exported. We)talked about XALFNGIFV, MRRFGHRIL, MEVORAR:
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{now he was no longer that dubious individusl who had
- $alked badly of his sountry of origin,) I.Z?. BALANOY,
BERTOLOTTI =nd many others, It was obvious that he was
preparing the way for the delegation, snd that he probab-
1y wanted to show his fellow countrymen bowwell informed
he i3 also in the commercial field. Moreover he was
interested in our imports from Germany and winted %o lnow
whether the goods imported to Italy remain iz the count-
~ ry or whether they are “re-exported” else-whsre, and if .
- 80, to wheére. Since the delegation arrived in. It:e.:.;;"g
&s

- _have not have much time to meet again {only iaterva

~ when the delegation 1left and returned to MIL W) but

nevertheless the Consul contimues to be interested in

commercoiasl matters. Probably he wants this delegsstion to

~ report on the excellent preparation of ths Bulgarian

" MILAN Consul. Or maybe he simply wents to give them some
Anformation. Fxoept for KOBAKOV, the various members gave
the impression (we can state thia quite frankly and with-

'T-_out being partial) of veing capable of anything but cer-

b on commeroisl negotiations. During our short talks,
- we had the impression that they are poor offiasials who

| were given orders but are qnits incapable of aoting on
,_their own 1n1tiat1ve.~_ - = ; :




