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EVALUATION COMMENT: Old people, whose relatives live abrosad,
are sometimes permitted to emigrate, provided they have com-
mitted no erimes against the Regime, Acepgt;ng of biibes,

especially in foreign currency, for the grant hg of exit
Qermita is an old Communigi practice. R
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In 1946 when source's husbond was st111 alivs, her
family made the first attempt =t lesving Bulgaria. Their
wealth had already vanished; their daughter in Italy was
support her. At the same time their consglence did not allow
them to tell her to return to:bulgaria. =

The family went tc the United States Legation in SOFIA,where
they. were told that the husband could regain his Amcrican
citizenship., His wife snd daughter would also be able to
gcquire US citizenship automatically. The son, however, could
not profit by his father's citizenship beceuse the former bad
served in the Bulgarisn Army and had pledged allegisnce Lo
the Bulgarisn Government., Rather than leaye Sheir son behind
in Bulgaria, the family decided no.L to avail themseives of
the possibility of going to thc United States.
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source's husband and son died, she had no one to
in the meantime, nad married

“to but her dsughter, who,
‘employee of the Justralian Legation in ROME snd had
4-tuz to Australia. nit's true," source said, "that the
y tombs in Bulgaria pull me as though they were mognets,
“gke living cannot think of the dead, especially when one
dasughter's help. I fought for four yeura'toﬁlaave

st Bulgaria vlegally® and this fight gave me strength

" = g e 2 :
arce submitted her first request to leave Bulgaris in .
all of 1952; her final request was submitted in the S
of 1955. Every application was sent to the appropriate
e but all were rejected. The lost request went to the .
ding officer of the Ath_COmmiasariat of th-lilit1gigt' T3
In the request source jioted the names of three"witnes~
two of whom were close relotives who, although they were.

iste (enrolled in the Party after September 9 1944, )
‘helped source 0n & number of occasions. S .

Phis request was destine
, source was desperate this

g

4 to fail just as the others had,

ime. She went directly to the
. of the chief of the 'pqople's pilitia™ and ingisted on
z the chief. Al first she was refused admission, but :
declared that she gould not leave until she hed seen
im, finally adpitted. Alone, in his presence source
e whet in Communist nomenclature is known aﬂzﬁqonp%ruotivo

riticiem," She confessed she nated the regime, that she

wplack veils" (cherna zabradka) the Communist
a victim of the Com-

it would be stupid tO keep her 1 Bulgaris.
fr s with the courcge of a deaperatqyparson.who ' :
ady to gamb ¢ everything. The militie chief listened to . 5
thout imterrupting and then kindly showed her %o the
~ Source expected him to call & militia agent and have
ted, but when they were at the door he told her:"This
im your request will not be rejected 1if you keep calm and
on't do eunything rash. " : ‘ o

h the militis chief,

Several daye after this mecting wit
ce hod @ caller at her amnll attic room at 11, Cherunc More'
. She hed nevar seen the person, bul he showed her an
4fication card to which -shc paid very 1ittle attention
irst. Later she realized that he was an agent of the

vna Sigurnost. et /
The caller asked her if she reslly meant tO leave Bulgaria
and if so, was she :ead{ to make some saerifice towsrd this

d. When source said che was willing to make the sacrifice,
man said: : i s L
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: "Comrade, you've got to dip into your pocket, and so ;
. will your son-in-law Australis, oiberwise I don't think £
you'll ever see your daughteri™

Source replied she had no money and was not sure her
gon-in-law would be willing or able to put up esnything. Im
any easse, she was not prepared 1o have him make this sacrifice
for her. As the caller wee taking his leaye, he told
source that the price she had to pey in order to be able %o
leave the country "legally" wes not high: 6,000 lewa %o be
handed over to him in Bulgaria, and § 3,000 to be deposited
in his name in & Swiss bank, He added that source could find
gomething to mell in order to meet the figure. Her son-in-law
:ggld certainly find some way of helping her to collect the ]
00-’

The caller went away but returned a few days later Juef
when source was determined to go to the militia office to
inform them of the bleckmail plot. During the second meeting
with the caller, source realized that he was sent hy tha very
man she had planned to visit tu report this blackmail. 3he
became sware of this when the caller repeated some of the
things she had told the militia officer when they were alone
at the militia commissariat. That evening source agreed o
pay the €,000 lewa. However, she refused to ask her gon=ine-
law to deposit the § 3,000 in s Swiss bank. The caller set the
time limit in which souree had to pay him the money. As he
was leaving source said that the figure seemed high to her.
The caller replied: "Comrade, I would give 20,000 lewa to
get away, but I wouldn't have anywhere to go. In this case
you're lucky!"

To get this money source had to sell the only apartmeant
left in her possession. The Communists who were living in it
bought it at a real bargain price: 10,000 leva for ihree
rooms, bath, kitchen and foyer. When the neighbors heard
this, they thought 'source had gone out of her mind &8s a
result of her sufferfings.

Before .the time limit expﬁred. the caller csme egain '
and picked up the momey. #henpfefi this time, he warned
source that if she compleined sbout this she would never
get permission to leave Bulgaria. Two daye lster source Wss
summoned to the Foreign Ministry to get her passport and visa,
The employees of the various offices stared ai her when they
iearned that she was leaving for Austrsliaj; every eye burned -
with envy.

Upon lesving Bulgaria source felt like a deserter. On
the day of her departure a group of about one hundred young
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came to see her off. Anyone of them would o
i himself lucky %o be able 1o take souree's Inhee - s
“feel guilty," source said. "Those ung people,
rve a belter 1ife, were 1ett'hehinl;,putingjgha{tJ
niefs to say goodbye to a wasted figure who wa hea
the free world." LAk
P tpgit_fow_peraonaleartioleﬁ
ing with her from Bulgaria. Th
ve confiscated by the custons at the.
3 ‘could not pay the high export duty.
. an old rug and had to pey & 1,000
‘4t. at custome, source found enraged i
:'innt'tculot a victim who ganaged to leave

_ Source ended by saying: S
ii'win_in'aklgaria'ahd counted the moment
‘1 thought I would become a new person

e been here five days now | a1
Fi ¢ = M

711 never be happy because 1 can never a
‘I lost. One day, perhaps, I'll find peace,
aqr;_to.old-agg as pappiness is ta_ngth‘

End.




