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MUNICH, July 2, 1962 (Research and Evaluation —- cz)

e *:’:' i In aspeech before agricultural officials and Party

g funetionaries of the north central region of the Soviet Union,
immediately upon his return from Rumania, (made on June 26 and
first published on June 30), Khrushchev announced plans for a
profeund change in the functional relationship between the local
Party and state apparatus in the management of the nations' agri-
culture. Hereafter, it is proposed, local Party officials are
no .lenger to interfere in the direct management of collective and
gstate farm.
S : In fact, the Central Committee of the CPSU, Khrushchev
claimed, is considering abolishing the districts {raions) "as
haviné outlived the potentielﬂies... during the traﬁeition period"
and amalgamating them to correspond with the new territorial
Production Directorates. 3

This change would amount to a radical reorganization

of the entire political—adminietretive apparatus of the Soviet
State. In 1961, there were 3,447Iadminietretive districts (raions)
of a non-urban classifications city raions numbered only 336.(1)
Since Maréh (1962) reorganization of agricultural management
slightly more than 900 Agricultural Production Dlrectorates were
‘established to manage agricultural production. Thus, about four
raiohs with all their staffs would be amalgamated into one
politieai—economic administiative district. As each rural raion
is currently staffed by about 300-400 Party and state officials,
;@mployed in 20 or more Peﬁtﬁ.anafetate organs, the projected amal~
gamation would amount to a mass tranefer, as 'well as a liquidation,

of exieting gtaffs.(2) The eurplue Party officials, secretaries

(l) Narodnaxe Khozyaistvo V 1960, 1961, pP. 65. Thias the careers of
. the majority of Party officials were crucially linked with the
performance of agriculture in the local districts.
(2) Selskaya Zhizn, 11 February 1962 for the data on raion staffing.__
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of raikoms, as an example, would become deputy secretaries in

the higher Party organization while the otherx would enter the

ranks of the Territorial Pro@uction Directoratest the more gifted

as "inspector-organizers" or‘Party organizers, the others as their
deputies. So it appears that Party control from professional
appafatchika will be more intensivé than under the existing order
where agronomists and other technicians seem to be more numerous

in the Directorates. This presents by no means an abnegation of Party
control, rather it will get closer to production.

The projected reorganization grew out of the incessant
conflict between the district Party Committee (raikom) and the
Territorial Production Directorates over "who was above whom".

While the bulk of Khrushchev's two-hour speech
was of a hortatory nature intended to inspire officials for
better performances, he did hold out hope that this year's grain
harvest could be a record yield of 9 to 10 billion poods compared
to 8.7 billion poods last year. It all depended on thorough cul-
tivation of the raw crops and a rapid harvesting of the grain
ecrops. Such optimistic advance reports on the harvest are annual
morale boosting proclamation by the Fir“st Secretary in accordance
with his prognosis of peasant psychology made in his first US
television appearance: "Do not get the peasant disturbed over
the harwest... I know how he reécts... N6t until the grain is
qﬂﬁred away in theaﬁutunnshould he be told of the year's overall
harvest." (New York Times, 26 May 1969).

The annual RFE grain harvest forecast for the Soviet
Union will aypearlthia week . SA{J?OS'



