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"The Leninist Central Committee of the Communist Party,
its Presidium, and personally Comrade Nikita Sergeyevich
Khrushchev have created all necessary material and tech-
nical conditions for the development of agriculture in
our republice...e : -

"Considering the state of work at the republic's kolkhozes
and sovkhozes, I must say that our republic still stupplies
the country with much less grain, cotton, sugar beet,
meat, milk, and wool than possibilities warrant. In this
connection Nikita Sergeyevich Khrushchev's criticism at
the December plenum of the PSU Central Committee of our
unsatisfactory work 1s absolutely falir and from his cri-
ticism everyone of us 1s obliged to draw his conclusions."

Z., Tashenev
Radio Alma Ata, 25 January 1960
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of Shayakhmetov six years ago, the simultapeous election
of two Russian Party functionaries, N. N. RodionovZ as

2nd secretary and T. I. Sokolovl as secretary is evidence
that no surrender of centralized Party control is involved
in this shift which again brings Kazakhstan into line with
the practice in the other Central Asian Republics.4 With
natives as heads of the Party and government and State,
the appearance of Republic autonomy is refurbished, but
the reality of Soviet rule is unmistakeably reaffirmed.

These latest changes at the summit of the Party/-
State should, therefore, be considered as reminders of
the perennial problems of Soviet colonialism and internal
expansion rather than as definitive proof of irreparable
policy errors or conclusive demonstration of failure to
reach impossible agricultural and industrial targets. It
is certainly obvious that Khrushchev's risk venture --
despite the colossal investment in men and material -- has
paid incalculable political dividends in the harvests of
1956 and 1958 and, for him at least, the weight of Kazakh-
stan's bread was a decisive factor which cannot be mea-
sured in fterms of costs alone., Once the political strug-
gle had been won, however, the economic and sociological
facts of life in the multi-national and increasingly :
"Buropeanized" (settlement by Russians, Ukrainians, Belo-
Russians, etc.) Kazakhstan have had to be recognized and
the pages of the Soviet press during the final months.of
1959 made no secret of the material shortcomings and the
ideological deviations with which the people and the Party
must contend. -

The frequency and intensity. of the attacks for bu-
reaucratic failures® in the economic sectors —-- industrial
and agricultural -- suggest that the practical problems
of socialist construction had been given an overwhelming
priority over the theoretical and ideological issues which
flow from the various "vestiges of nationalism" still la-
tent in the Kazakh population. Nevertheless, until the
December plenum there had been only indirect. evidence that
the industrial troubles had become acute enough to warrant
intervention from Moscow. Thue, shortly after K. F. Lunev,

2 1953-1956 - 2nd secretary, Leningrad Gorkom.
1956-1957 -~ 2nd secretary, Leningrad Obkom
1957-1960 - l1lst secretary, Leningrad Gorkom,

3 1957-1958 - 1lst secretary, Novgorod Obkom
1958-1960 - 1lst secretary, Perm Obkomn.

4 See Party and State (XII), Moscow and the Moslems, Back-

ground Information, 8 August 1959.

5 F, Karibzhanov, formerly 2nd secretary of the Kazakh CC,
replaced as Chairman of the Presidium of the Kazakh Supreme
Soviet, Z. Tashenev, the -new Chairman of the Council of
Ministers.

© See Humen Problems in Kazakhstan, Background Informationm,
7 December 1959; also below pp. 1-5.
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of certain non-ferrous metals., The periodic references

to bourgeois nationalist tendencies, on the other hand,

remain primarily reminders of the past which, however:;

much it may still project itself into the present and fu-

ture, has been reduced to controllable proportions through-

out the Soviet Union., At moments of troubles in other

sectors, i1t almost invariably reappears, as frequently to
conceal the real issues as, to expose difficulties in the nation-
ality ' republics from the Baltic to the Chinese border.

Only in one sector -- agriculture -- does Kazakhsten,
as of now, play a major role onan all-union scale. Eco-
nomically and politically, the success of the virgin lands
in producing marketable grain -- and meat -- is of the
utmost importance to Khrushchev and any failure is preg-
nant with punishment for those whom he holds responsible.,
Reprisal is all the more certain when, according to the
First secretary, Kazakhstan, as was the case this year,
"raised a good crop." It is, however, as misleading to
overlook Kazakhstan's performance in 1959 by noting only
the criticism by Khrushchev and the admissions of error
by Kunaev as it would be to accept Belyaev's attempts to
conceal this year's decline in output by quoting average
figures for the last four years (1956-59) or only for
those two years (1958-59) in which he was in charge.l
Decisive for any interpretation of the disgrace of Belyaev
is the fact that the Republic which in the years 1950-53
produced only an average of 251.5 million poods of grain
with deliveries of 112 million, this year sold to the
State 700 million poods, or just slightl below the 724
million pood average for the 1856—59 period.l4 For
Khrushchev this "below average" record resulted exclu-
sively from the organizational and human failings which
permitted 1,618,000 hectares of ripened grain to be lost,
approximately 1 million tons.l5 Nevertheless, the third
good harvest in four years was apparently deemed reason
enough to acknowledge Belyaev's services with a reward of
the medal "For Labor Valor";l6 his inability to provide
the leadership necessary to exploit to the fullest the un-
expected bounty, however, has led to his fall from favor.
As proof that average, or even slightly better than aver-
age performance, is not sufficient to meet the changing
prerequisites of leadership fixed by Khrushchev, the cri-
ticism of Belyaev by the First secretary for inability to

< Pravda, 24 December 1959,
14 Ibid.,

15 According to Belyaev in 5 of the 6 past years, the
average yield has been 6 centners per hectare, (Ibid.)

16 Pravda, 16 January 1960
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Except for 1957, Khrushchev's predictionl8 at the
moment of the first successful virgin soil harvest has
been fully confirmed, if procurement and purchases, not
total production data axe taken as the basic criteria.
Although the tremendous expansion in areas sown to grain
in Kazakhstan in an exceptionally favorable year -- 1956
—- did epable the Central Asian Republic to produce
slightly more grain than the Ukraine, this is far less
important than the stabilization of the Kazakh Republic
as a source of grain second only to the RSFSR. Nor does
the latest target (1.5 billion pood/24.6 million tons)l9
suggest any aspirations that Khrushchev's new favorite is
expected to overtake his former bailiwick as a producer -
of ‘grain. Only as the source of marketable grain must
Kazakhstan, where procurements have reached a high 71.1% of
total output, maintain its superiority over the Ukraine.
Thus, in fact, Belyaev's admission that it was the problem
of plenty rather than a question of scarcity provides the
/‘_' key to his removal: .

The party organization of the republic recognizes
its responsibility for the nonfulfillment of the
state plan and is taking all the measures for pre-
venting the recurrence in 1960 of the mistakes and
defects which occurred in the harvesting and grain
delivery campaign in 1959.

In the last few years the production of marketable
grain in the republic has grown much faster than the
expansion of the elevator and warehouse system of the
grain procurement points. All this makes it neces-
sary to transport grain over long distances and tem-
porarily store large quantities of grain in large
heaps in the open air at sovkhozeS....

It must be stated that the state committee for grain
Jsv products does not display proper concern for techni-
: cal progress and the introduction of new machines to
its enterprises. At many elevators and grain procure-
ment points in Kazakhstan, the level of mechanization
is still extremely low, and the machines available
for cleaning and drying grain are of low productivity
as they were planned for a very small volume of pro-
duction. As a result the elevators and the grain
procurement points cannot handle grain coming directi-
ly from the combines on a large scale, and during the
heat of the grain delivery campaign they manifest

18 Tass, 29 July 1956 -- "The Ukraine will find it diffi-
cult to rise higher than third place" (as source of market-
able grain)

19 Pravda, 27 December 1959.
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VIRGINLANDERS ARE TIRED OF LAME EXCUSES

Komsomolskaya Pravda
November 28, 1959

Our newspaper has written more than once about short-
comings in. the work of the consumers' cooperatives in
Kazakhstan's virgin lands. A dependent attitude and a
desire to obtain finished goods and to sell only what is
being shipped are what obstruct the better satisfaction
of the growing demands of virgin land inhabitants and
hinder trade in the necessary food products, clothing
and children's goods. The newspaper has criticized the
cooperative workers for making poor use of the great re-
sources of the virgin land regions, e.g., their failure
to grow and procure vegetables, to cathc fish in the
waters of the steppe and to organize the hunting of game.

"One Man Trades, Seven Men Manage" was the title of
a report published on March 28, 1959. On the basis of :
the opinion of experienced virgin-landers, the newspaper
proposed that the Kazakhstan consumers' cooperatives be
rid of their unwieldy and artificially inflated apparatus,
This point of view was supported by a republic meeting of
the consumers' cooperative aktiv. The huge administra-
tive apparatus, many speakers said, burdens the consumers'
cooperatives, while the bulk of the shareholders have no
part in day-to-day affairs.,. The editors received letters
from various districts of the virgin land region that
also called for a radical change in the work of the con-
sumers' cooperatives. But there was no letter from Alma-
Ata. The board of the Kazakhstan Union of Consumers' Co-
operatives remained silent even after Komsomolskaya pravda
reminded officials of this organization once again that
critical warning signals in the press must be answered.

The Komsomolskaya pravda article "Step Out Into the
Farm!" reported new instances of clumsiness and inertia
in Kazakhstan's consumers' cooperatives. It said that
young families on the virgin land found it necessary to
maintain their own personal farms because the cooperative
workers did not want to sell them milk and other food
products.

And again there was no response from officials of
the Kazakhstan Union of Consumers' Cooperatives. They
stubbornly remained silent for more than three months.
Only very recently did a large envelope containing answers
to all the newspaper's articles at once arrive from Alma-
Ata, Could the reason for such a long delay have been a
desire on the part of the officials of the board of the
union and its chairman, Comrade S. Aderikhin, to analyze
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How can you take credit for a sales vyolume in the
millions, Comrade Aderikhin, when for years it has been

impossible in the virgin lands to buy tooth powder, saddle

soap, cabbage, fruit juices and many other necessar
oods that the country has in abundance, even though they
may not add much 10 the sales volume?

References to the great sales volume prevent the of-
ficials of the consumers' cooperatives from facing the
truth. Let us take as an example the Kurgaldzhino District
Union of Consumers* Cooperatives., It has a substantial
sales volume, but what makes it so large? To the virgin-
landers, who have nothi at all to buy with the mone
they earn, the consumers% cooperatives offer vodkab At
harvest time the cooperative workers brought in dozens of
cases of alcoholic drinks to the Stormy Petrel, Poltava
and Abai State Farms. The tractor drivers in the second
brigade at the Ushakov State Farm speak indignantly of the
state farm workers'! cooperative, observing that vodka is

ractically their basic article., Comrade Omelchenko,
%ice:ﬁﬁairman of the Oktyabrsky District Union of Con-
sumers' Cooperatives, Kustanai Province, "acquired" at
harvest time thousands of liters of vodka "in excess of

funds" from the Magnitorgorsk Vodka Plant., In view of
this, is there any reason to be proud of the great volume

.0f retaill trade?

; In answer to the second question posed by Komsomol-
skaya pravda, the Kazakhstan Union of Consumers' Coopera-
tives again depicts a perfectly happy state of affairs:
The situation was reviewed and the province unions of
consumers' cooperatives were asked to organize trade in
a proper manner. As for the concrete facts cited by the
newspaper, Comrade Aderikhin does not consider it neces-
sary to answer them, But we prefer facts, and so we
agsked the secretaries of a number of state farm Y.C.L.
committees in various districts and provinces of Kazakh-
stan whether trade in the virgin lands was improving. Be-
low are a few of the letters we received.

"OQur state farm is almost six years old, Much has
been accomplished, but the consumers' cooperatives have
not moved out of the starting gate. Nor is there any im-
provement now, Winter has come, but here you cannot buy
clothing, headgear, warm mittens or even gloves. Three
of us live in one room; we have collected money to buy a
cheap plug-in radio, but even that is not in the store.
There is a saying among us: 'I shall go to the Ukraine
on my leave and buy a suit, a cape and slippers.' The
virgin-landers supply much grain to the country, but the
bakery at our state farm, thanks to the consumers' coopera-
tives, is worthless; the bread we receive is simply ter-
rible, Conrade Shaulsky, chairman of the district union

'
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economic and cultural advantages gained by the Kazakh
people. The fact that these advantages could only have
been gained with the assistance of the Russian people is
strongly emphasized. It is precisely through jealously

of these achievements that the imperialist world is try-
ing to besmirch the Soviet Union and to pretend that the
peoples of Central Asia are hostile %o the communists.

The manifest stupidity of the nauseating ideas contained
in such books as TURKESTAN IN THE XXTH CENTURY by Baymirza
Hayit, does not mean that every effort should not be made
to defend the Leninist ideology of the friendship of the
peoples against every attack. "This is necessary not only
because imperialist reactionaries are continually trying
+o undermine the friendship existing among the Soviet peo-
ples, but because there are still in our viery midst relics
of the old bourgeois views on the subject of relations be -
tween the nations, that is to say, nationalist survivals.

““They take the form not only of great-power chauvinism, but

¥ .10 of local nationalism., The first expresses itself in

B e,

a desire to belittle the importance of the culture, lan-
guage and traditions of the national minorities and to ig-
nore the principles of national equality; and the second,
in the,tendency of individual nations to hold themselves
aloof from the others and to retire into the shell of nar-

_ rowly circumscribed interests.

"In Soviet society, where the fullest equality of the
peoples has been realized, and where the people of the
various nations constitute one brotherly family founded
on Leninist principles of proletariat internationallism and
the friendship of peoples, nationalist survivals cannot
and do not take the form of an open struggle against the
socialist commonwealth of nations. In practice these sur-
vivals find their expression first and foremost in local-
ism (mestnichestvo).

"The development of the economy and culture of each
Soviet republic is based on the one hand on the most effec-
tive use of its natural resources and on the other on the
correct coordination.of the interests of that republic and
the country as a whole." The article goes on to discuss
how these two objectives are to be attained, but observes
that "people are occasionally met with who, if not openly
then under cover, oppose the developments of the productive
forces and the use of the natural resources of their re--
public.because they fear the participation in their affairs
of the representatives of other friendly republics." The
slightest tendency to this kind of thing by local workers
should be regarded as a manifestation of nationalist nar-
row-mindedness and should be most vigorously opposed. If
such a harmful tendency had gained the upper hand for ex- -
ample in Kazakhstan, it would not have been possible %o
carry out the grandiose task of mastering the Virgin Lands.
Fortunately, however, the absolute majority of the Kazakh
peoples responded to the desire of the Communist Party in
this respect. : :
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other nations. A great deal of work has been done in
combating these tendencies, Nevertheless, cases are fre-
quently encountered of national narrow-mindedness in the
understanding and interpretation of problems relating to
the development of national culture, and to national tra-
ditions and customs, "“In our country, every peoples has
exceptionally favorable opportunities for the universal
development of its education and culture in its own native
language., In our republic, for example, the bulk of Ka-
zakh children study in the national schools in their own

- language. At the same time there is a well-known and na-
tural urge on the part of all Soviet peoples to learn the
Russian language and to master the achievement of the ad-

. vanced Russian culture, The language of the great Russian
people as the most powerful means of uniting the peoples
of our country and of acquiring the higher flights of con-

.temporary knowledge, technology and culture enjoys an enor-
‘pous respect, and, among the Kazakh people especially,

NOTTO BE MICROFIGHED

S

ssian has become their second mother tongue. Consequently,

the Kazakhs willingly allow the teaching of the Russian
language to their children, At the present time about a
quarter of Kazaskh children study in schools where instruc-
tion is carried on in the Russian language. Incidentially,
there is no known case of compulsion." In a recent law

passed by the Supreme Soviet of theRpublic on the strength-

ening of the connection between the schools and life and

on the further development of the system of popular educa-

tion in the KaZzakh: SSR it was stated tkat “the learning of

the Russian language in the schools with Kazakh or another

language as the language of ,instruction, and similarly the

the learning of thaiKaszakh language in schools with Russian
or another language as the language of instruction, is car-
ried out according to the wishes of parents and teachers."

T There are people, the article continues, who declare

~_ themselves against the knowledge of the Russian language

* hnd of Russian culture, and who insist that the children

-~ of Kazakhs ought to be able to study only in Kazakh. "Such
a view is nothing more nor less than bourgeois nationalism,
and it must be firmly opposed,"

Marxism-Leninism does not deny the existence of na-
tional differences and these must be constantly taken into
account. They have very deep roots in the past as, for
instance, in Kazakh culture. This does not mean, however,
that these ciltures should never change or that they are
divided from each other "as it were by a Great Wall of }
China," The common characteristics of all cultures are
particularly evident in conditions of a socialist society.
"Here, two processes are constantly at work in the spiri-
tual life of the peoples: the flourishing of national
cultures and their gradual merging. These two processes
are inseparably connected with each other.," "Thus, nation-
al character, or the psychological make-up of a nation,

——
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consisted largely of outmoded views of this and that be-

ing done in summer pastures. These bore no relation to

the busy life on the new lands today and represented the
shepherd merely "as the guardian of what remains from the
former patriarchal and feudal society." "“Thus our art
which is called upon to propagate everything new and pro-
gressive which is being created in life and society some-
times gives publicity to an epoch long since past. This
has a completely negatlve influence on the education of
our young people."

Some people press for the mass manufacture of national
dress, This too is simply part of a senseless and unwanted
adherence to the traditions and customs of the past and
can do nothing but harm to the communist education of the
workers, At one time there was a similar movement in Rus-
sia, but now no-one dreams of returning to the costumes of
Pushkin's time or even of the beginning of the twentieth
century. :

The large quantity of literature written about tradi-
tions and survivals suffers in the opinion of the writer
from three defects:

(a) No distinction is made between good and bad tra-
ditions and they are accordingly limped all to-
gether,

(b) National traditions are thought by many to be im-
mutable, whereas when the use of the best tradi-
tions is advocated, their durther development in
accordance with the new conditions of life should
be borne in mind.

(c) Some Party members consider only old traditions
as popular ones and only talk and write about
them, But there are some splendid traditions of
the Soviet period such as the self-effacing work
of constructing communism, collectivism in its
highest form, Soviet patriotism, the indestruc-
table friendship and brotherly co-operation of
the Soviet peoples, etc.

There is no people in the family of socialist
nations which would not value this sacred friendship, now
stronger than ever, "But this not only does not remove
but greatly strengthens the need to fight agalnst the sur-
vivals of nationalism. Unless this is done they may become
a serious hindrance to the "international" education of the
workers and particularly of young peOple. At the same time,
it must be borne in mind that the campaign against nation-
alistic prejudices requires great skill and wisdom, On no
account should the national feellnga of Soviet peoples be
irritated, much less insulted.
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“NATIONALISM“ IN THE SOVIET MUSLIM REPUBLICS

Central Asian Review A
0|-_ L] O- ] 9

During the first eight months of 1959 there have been dis-

turbances within the Party organizations of four republics

-- Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Azerbaydzhan and Tadzhikistan.

In all these republics except Tadzhikistan the disturbances 2
- were accompanied by the removal of the First Secretary of :

the Central Committee and sometimes of other personnel al-

so, In all cases, with the mysterious exception of Uzbeki-

stan, the reasons for these changes were given fairly fully.

"Nationalist tendencies" were always mentioned, although

~_they seem to have been more important in some republics

e than in others, The following is a ‘collection of all pas-

sages relating to "nationalism" which appeared in this con-
nection in the press of the four republics. Note should
also be taken of the proceedings of the "Joint Scientific
Session Dedicated to the Importance of the Incorporation of
Central Asia into Russia" (see CENTRAL ASIAN REVIEW, Vol.

. VII, Nos. 2, pp. 157-9, and 3, pp. 271-3) and of the fol-
lowing articles: "The Bourgeois Nationalist Baymirza Hayit
Cannot Hide the Truth" by A, Il'yasov.and K, Novoselov in
KOMMUNIST TURKMENISTANA, 1959, No. 5,*pp. 52-60; and "Truth
is Stronger than Lies" by N, Sagindykov and A. Shmanov in
PARTIYNAYA ZHIZN' KAZAKHSTANA, 1959, No. 6, pP. 72-7T.

Turkmenistan

First Secretary S. Babayev and Second Secretary N. Durdyyeva
removed, _ DL 36,1215

Speech of First Secretary D, D. Karayev at XVth Congress
of the Turkmen Communist Party. :

"On the contrary they (Babayev and Durdyyeva) flouted
the bolshevist principle of the selection of cadres, cul-
tivated a faulty method, alien to our Party, of promoting
cadres. Babayev and Durdyyeva placed their own venal aims
first and for this very reason selected people not accord-
ing to their political, practical qualities but according
to criteria of local origin (zemlyachestvo), personal de-
votion and servility." : Pl - 2y 1558

Speech of D. D, Karayev at XXIst Congress of CPSU.

"Former secretaries of the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of Turkmenistan Babayev and Durdyyeva fla-
grantly ignored the Leninist norms of Party life and the
principles of Party guidance. They ignored the bolshevist
principle of selection and promotion of cadres, distorted
the sacred principle of internationalism in our Party,
treated the cadres of other nationalities with scorn,.."

TIO 5.2.59
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No reason or account of the proceedings were given, First
Secretary Sh. R, Rashidov's speech (PV. 28.3.59) mentions
that there had been serious shortcomings and mistakes in
the fields of economics, culture and Party organization, .
and goes on to emphasize the duty of creative workers to
"wage an implacable war against bourgeois ideology, revi-
sionism, occurrences of nationalist rigidity, local pa-
triotism and other survivals", PY. 28,.3.59

Tadzhikistan

No administrative changes.

Speech of First Secretary Ul'dzhabayev to VIth Plenum of
the Tadzhik Communist Party.

"Some representatives of our intelligentsia are too
willing, for any reason or for no reason at all, to empha-
size that we Tadzhiks are an ancient people and have an
ancient culture. Why these reminders now, one wonders?
Yes, it is a fact that we are an ancient nation and have
an ancient culture. But on the eve of the October Revo-
lution our people, as is well known, were on the point of
drying out, in fact the Tadzhik nation as such did not ex-
ist,

"Whoever -does not understand this (the fact that the
Tadzhik nation owes all it has it its 'elder brother the
great Russian people'.,--Ed.) whoever tries to set the cad-
res of the local nationality against those of other na-

" tionalities, has no place in our Party, no place in our

ranks," KT. 17/1/5%

Azerbaxgzhan

First Secretary I, D. Mustafayev removed.

"As is well known the XXIst Congress of the CPSU em-
pPhasized that in all ideological work the most important
place must go to problems of educating the workers in the
spirit of industry, of fulfilment of onr's social duty, in
the spirit of the friendship of peoples and of socialist -

‘internationalism., However, as the participants of the Ple-

num noted in their speeches, the Bureau of the Central Com-
mittee of the Communist Party of Azerbaydzhan responded un-
satisfactorily to this demand.- Recently attention had
slackened towards problems of the international education
of the workers," BR. 11.7.59
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Kagarov, V, M, Michurindik biologija zhane onyn din gal ' 820 roli,
("Mishurinian biology and its role in triumph over religious survivals"), Alma-Ata,
Kazgosizdat —— Kazakh society for the diffusion of political and scientific know-

ledge -- 40 p., 20,000 copies -- Conference minutes (trans, from Russian by B, Mazitov),

Kakimzhanov, A, Islam dininin reaktstajalyq mani turaly. ("The reactionary nature
of Islam"), Alma-Ata, Kazgosizdat —- 60 p., 20,000 copies,

Pavelkin P, Dini sogyrsenimder zhane onyn zyjany. (“Raligioua superstitions and

their danger"), Alma-Ata, Kazgosizdat —- Kazakh society for the diffusion of _ ]
political and scientific knowledge — 172 p,, 20,000 copies, Collection of articles iy
compiled by Zh, Kulerov (trans, from Russian by M, Ishmuhametov),

Prokof'ev, V. I, Moral! zhane din, ("Morals and religion"), Alma-Ata, Kazgosizdat —
40 p., 15,000 copies (trans. from Russian by R. Syzdykov),

Sokolov, V. G, Dini adet-ghuryptar nem nejramdardyn shyghuy zhene olardyn reaktsijashyl
mani, ("The origin and reactionary nature of religious rites and ceremonies"),

wwwro-Ata, Kazgosizdat (trans, from Russian by Kh, Kutkhozin),

.

Mnevich, D. E. Markiszm-Leninizm din turaly zhane ony zhenudin zholdary degen

1954 Kagakh Language
Vatan-0gly, Panis

70 NAam pan

_ ("Panislamism and punursm - of Anglo-American imperialism" Alma~ :
Ata, edited by the Jangi hayat Journal -- 59 p,, 2,100 copies,

Kagarov, V. M, Michurindik biologija zhane dinshir dik qaldyktardy zho jundaghy
onyn roli, ("The role of the Mishurinian biology*in the triumph over religious
survivals"), Alma-Ata, Ministry of Culture Kazakh SSR -- 36 p,, 3,000 copies (trans,
from Russian by A, Dzhokebaev) modified second edition of a pamphlet published

in 1953),

Lupalo, I, G. Ghylym dinge qgarshy. ("Science versus religion"). Alma-Ata,
Kazgosizdat -- Kazakh society for the diffusion of political and scientific knowledge
(trans, From Russian by, T, Balagaev),

tagyryrqa lektorgha metodikalygkenes, ("Methodological advice to lecturers on the

subject of Marxism-Leninism on religion and means of triumphing over religion"),
Alma-Ata, Ministry of Culture Kazakh SSR -- 30 p., 3,000 copies (trans, from
Russian), '

Prokof'ev, V, I. Orystyn uly ghalymdary dini zhogga senushilikterhen kureste,
("Great Russian scholars in the first against religious prejudices"), Alma-Ata,
Kazgisizdat -- Kazakh society for the diffusion of political and scientific
knowledge -- 80 p., 20,000 copies (trans, from Russian by, B, Shorabaev and A,
Azhiev),

Satpaev T;, President of the Academy of Sciences Kazakh SSR, Ghylym men din zherdin
zharatyluy turaly, ("The origin of the world according to science and religion"),

AMlma-Ata, Ministry of Culture Kazakh SSR — 22 p,, 3,000 copies (trans, from Russian
by Aytbaev),
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Sydykov, Z, Ghylym men din zherdin zharatyluy turaly. ("The origin of the world

according to science and religion") and a third pamphlet by Musabaeva whose title

seems to be "the importance of Pavlov's doctrine in the struggle against idealism

and religion" -- written and published in Kazakh, Alma-Ata, Kazgosizdat —-

Kazakh society for the diffusion of political and scientific knowledge — 44 Pes
~10,000 copies,

b)_1%8
Gurev, G.A, A pamphlet, whose title is: "Scientific previsions and religious .
prejudices," (trans, from the Russian), Alma-Ata, Kazgosizdat — 88 p., 8,000
copies,

* oW K KRR KW

The following assumptions are based on an analysis of these works:

1) Anti-religious efforts are directed primarily at the Kazakh community 1
of Kazakhstan, The total population of Kazakhstan numbered 8,488,000 inhabitants
April 1, 1956, of which only a minority was Kazakh, the majority being Russians
e Wt e e 1ost Boyist sehsus b 1939 registered a total of 3,099,000
Kazakhs in the Union, around 2,500,000 of whom inhabit Kazakhstan and the remainder
Uzbekistan, Kirghizia and the RSFSR, At present Kazakhs hardly represent more than
40% of the total population of their republic,

One must therefore assume:

~— that the authorities consider Orthodox Christianity less of a danger to
the regime than Islam;

— that the Russian ahd Ukrainian population has become less attached to its
religion than the Kazakhs are to Islam, .

Observations made by foreign visitors to Kazakhstan in the summer of 1958
prove that this last is not the case. In Alma-Ata there are two churches and close o
to one thousand persons attend the Sunday service; the city has only one mosque and A |
scarcely two hundred and fifty persons and no young peosle attend the prayer on | 5
Friday,

. Among the different national minorities which inhabit Kazakhstan (Dungans,
‘:%;;hurs, etc.) only the Chechens (Caucasians deported to Kazakhstan in 1944 and
rehabilitated in 1957) have access to an anti-religious publication in their own
language. The tenacity with which these mountain people cling to Islam explains i
the importance attached to anti-religious propaganda directed at their community, o

. . 2) Kazakh authors play a minimal role in the anti-religious propaganda
effort, Only five of the twenty-seven aforementioned publications are original
pieces writtin in Kazakh by indigenous authors (KEKIMZHANOV, VATAN-OGLY, BISENOV,
SYDYKOV and MUSABAEVA), The other twenty-two are translations from the Russian,
Could this be, as is often implied in the Alma-Ata press, because of the funda-
mental aversion with which indigenous intellectuals view attacks on the Muslim reli-
gion? '

L

W

3) The subjects of these anti-religious publications reflect the new so-
called "scientific" method, set forth by Stalin's. successors, of fighting reli-
glous prejudices, b >

R e T [PHELY S Do AL U P H i
1. Narodnoe Khaozjajstvo SSSR -- Moscow, 1957, pp. 24-29, .
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5) After the death of Stalin in March 1953 until the middle of 1957, 7

anti-religious propaganda efforts were relaxed in Kazakhstan as well as in the

other Muslim republics of the USSR, '

p

In 1956 and in the beginning of 1957, not one anti-religious article was
printed in the Alma-Ata daily press or in any Kazakh magazine, The implication
was that either Soviet policy toward Islam had changed or that twenty-five years
of anti-religious efforts had accomplished their purpose, As one Pakistani
described the situation on returning from a trip to Central Asia in 1952: "In
Kazakhsten Islam is not dead but it is on its last legs...." 7

During the first three months of 1957, the Soviet authorities appear to
have reversed their decision and realized the danger of weakening their campaign
‘against Islam, This danger does not proceed so much from a resurgence of reli-
gious practices, of which there is no indication, as from the reappearance of
“bourgeois nationalist manifestations" as it is described in.the Alma-Ata press,
which were favored by the unguestionable ideological relaxation which followed
Stalin's death, In the Muslim republics these nationalist manifestations are

gsely bound to the "reformist" velleities which are constantly forcing their
v into the Communist Party and which take the most diversified forms: idealiza-
tion of the feudal past, wish to keep the native language free of Russian influence,
exaggerated importance accorded to pre-revolutionary national literature, ete....

Resumption of the Anti-Religious Campaign
Summer 1957

The new anti-Muslim campaign which began in June 1957 was preceded in
March of 'that year by a series of doctrinaire articles, which appeared in a
number of important Alma-Ata magazines and clearly pointed the direction the
Party line was to take,

In the second issue of Trudy Sektora Filosofii y Prava of the Academy of
Sciences Kazakh SSR (Almata, March 1957, pp. 54—573 appears an article by A,
Iskakov entitled "Chokan Valikhanov 4 o reakcionnoj roli Islama" which presents
Valikhanov as a progressive democrat, declared enemy of Kazakh feudality, strong
supporter of his people's collaboration with the '"great Russian people'" and
militant atheist, irreconcilably opposed to "Islamic obscurantism,"

4""‘1 Inspired by the writings of Valikhanov, Iskakov describes Islam as a

"conservative, reactionary, anti-scientific and anti-Russian" religion: "Its
moral code condemns its followers to fatalism" (p, 59) and "prevents them from
participating in the development of their country." (p. 60)

"Islam is a religion foreign to Central Asia, which was forcibly imposed
on this area by the Arab invaders who destroyed a flourishing national civilization,"
(pp, 60-61) In the thirteenth century it was disdeminated by the Tatar clergy and
in the nineteenth century by the Tsarist administration who "used it to stultify
and oppress the Kazakh masses," (pp. 64-65) "This foreign religion has proven
more harmful than the ancient shamanism of the Kazakhs," (p, 66) "It has annihilated
their culture and curbed the development of their language and literaturs." (p. 61)

3. Riaz Ali Shah -—- "A doctor looks at the Soviet Union" -— Dawn (Karachi)

3 August 1952,

4, Chokan Chingisovich Valikhanov (1835-1865) -— ethnographer and orientalist —-—
great grandson of Khan Ablay -- one of the first authors in the Kazakh language,
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it Jﬁscures the sonscience and impedes the development of communism, " 2

Kshibekov emphasizes the difference between the policy of the Soviet govern~
ment as regards religion and that of the Communist Party, The former is liberal -
and tolerant and acknowledges "the right of each citiZen to follow the religion of
his choice," while the latter which "educates the Soviet people in the spirit of
scientific materialism cannot consider religion a private affair, It cannot and
should not remain indifferent, It must combat religion." (p. 113)

 Dzhandil'din calls attention to the bourgeois-nationalist deviations which
are coming to light among the Kazakh youth and intellectuals, perhaps as a result
of events in Hungary. The bourgeois-nationalist problem is indirectly tied up
with Islam, According to Dzhandil'din, the principal manifestations of nationalism
at present are evidenced in the desire to protect the Kazakh language from ST
Russification and the wish to safeguard the national culture which is unguestionably
heavily influenced by Islam,

Finally, an article by S, Beisembaev, the director of the Science and Culture

Napartment of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Kazakhstan, entitled
‘-‘!g&elno vospitatel'nara rabota sredi studencheskoi molodezhi" appeared in the

magazine Kommunist Kazakhstana (No, 3, March, 1957, pp. 22-28 —- Alma-Ata) which

calls for "an energetic fight against the artifices of bourgeois ideology to

expose provocations and destroy 'amoral' attitudes," (In Soviet terminology this

last term applies generally to such traditional customs as polygamy and marriage

of minor girls.) ' :

Administrative measures were to follow the appearance of these three articles,

On June 6, 1957, the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Kazakhstan
met in plenary session and adopted a resolution on "measures to be taken with a view
to improving the working organization and policy of the Communist Party in the
Kazakh republic." This resolution was published in the June 7, 1957 issue of
Kazakhstanskays Pravda. It represents a violent attack against bourgeois nation-
alist tendencies and religious manifestations reminiscent of the Stalinist era,

... Atheistic propagsnda is unsatisfactory .... The Society for the diffusion of
s~ientific and political knowledge (which leads the anti-religious fight) and the

/“rty organizations have relaxed-their educative operations, commited serious
errors and politically misinterpreted several questions relating to the cultural
development of Kazakhstan ,,,. The publication of works on anti-religious subjects
is inadequate,,..

The Central Committee appeals for greater vigilance of all the party organi—h
zations in the struggle against religious manifestations,

One month later on July 20, a second resolution was adopted on the "dis—
eriminating utilization of the cultural heritage of the Kazakh people." This
resolution was published in Kazakhstanskaya Pravda on July 21, 1957. It condemns
Kazakh intellectuals for "indiscriminately exalting pre-revolutionary art and
poets, independent of their ideological and politican tendencies; for failing to
make & distinction between progressive and reactionary elements and forgetting
lenin's thesis according to which only democratic and socialist elements may be
borrowed from the past and only on condition that these elemenis serve as a
counter-balance to the culture and to bourgeois nationalism,"
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Novikov, in an article in Kazakhstanskaya Pravda, 30 July 1957, gives the
city of Taldy-Kurgan, the main center of the oblast of the same name, as an
example: "The gorkom (City Communist Party Committn)_ncentg[ began to occupy
itself with anti-religious propaganda," ; .

. The propaganda is now made by conferences directed by the Propaganda-
Agitation Section of the gorkom on the following subjects; "Marxism-Leninism
and religion;" "the origin of religions holidays:" "The eontradiction of medicine
and religion," These conferences are conducted in business enterprises and
factories and the names of the speakers are all Russian,

To reach the non-workers, anti-religious discussions are held on the radio,
at motion picture showings and in the public parks,

"Collective or individual" discussions with "believers" are encouraged
to supplement the conferences (this proposal was specifically mentioned in the
gorkom resolution), These discussions are to be held at Agitpunkt, recreation
activities and at public anti-religious evenings which are organized by the Party
or the society for the diffusion of political and scientific knowledge,

/ Here is an example of one such evening: The following subjects were dis-
cussed before an audience of 400 persons: What is the origin of belief in God?
What is the origin of life on earth? Is there life beyond the grave?

Following the discussion an anti-religious film was shown and the meeting.
ended with entertainment,

Finally, to stimulate Party vigilance, political education groups have been
set up within all the basic Communist Party organizations, These groups meet once
or twice a month to discuss various political and cultural problems, Anti-religious
pbropaganda plays an important role in these discussions, The group within the

' basic organization of the Agricultural Bank, for example, studied "the attitude
of the Communist Party toward religion,"

"With the Orthodox and Muslim clergy and that of the sects intensifying
their action," Novikov considers this program inadequate, He proposes that arti-
religious propaganda be extended to the educationsl institutions which have vir-
tually "abandoned the struggle against relizious feelings among the pupils and

/r parents."

i Certain education workers ralsely believe that there is no longer any need
| 1o uphold atheism among the students." Novikov considers this attitude dangerous

"in view of the fact that the churches and mosques are not only frequently by old
people but also by students,"

5

In September, Kazakhstanskaya Pravda (20/9/57) ammounced that classes in
atheism had been introduced into the newly created Faculties of History, Philosophy
and Economy at the Alma-Ata University of Marxism-Leninism, In November y the
Communist Party held a republic-wide seminary in Alma-Ats for propaganda-and con-
ference workers specialized in anti-religious action, Three hundred persons
attended these sessions at which the following problems were discussed:

“Dialecticqmaterialism-—philosophic basis of militant atheism"; "Atheistic °
~_education of the youth in the school and in the family"; "Methods for individual
work with believers"; "Medicine versus religious superstitions and sorcery";

"Scientific importance of soviet sputniks in discrediting religion," (Kazakhstan-
skaya Pravda 23/11/57)
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Thia 'L'wo-pmngnd oampaign continnad into 1958, An article by D. Kshibokw,
al'no baiskikh perezhitkakh i ikh preodolenii" (the title is in Russian
toxt is in Kazakh), appeared at the beginning of 1958 in the publication
Republican Academy of Sciences, This article made quite a disturbande and

__wd much publicity. \

Anothlr important article appeared on 4 January 1958 in the magazine Sovictggz
astan (No, 12, December 1957), This article was written by N, Dzhandil'din, v
ary of the C‘entral Committee of the Kazakh Communist Party. In it he g : -
s "revisionist and mationalist bourgeois" tendencies which he has perceived

s Kazakh literary revues, notably in Qazag #debiaty, which endeavors

. the purity of the Kazakh language against Russification, and in

Zhane Iskustvo, which idealizes "reactionary" early nineteenth century

. appcars an a.rticl. by M, Burabaev and G, Valikhanov entitled
rot's a s feodal'no baiskimi perezhitkamai."

Notably absent in the Kazakh periodical press are attacks against the
ox Religion, in spite of the fact that there are now as many Russians in

L a5 there are Kazakhs and they are, at least in appearances, more

to their religion than the Kazakhs are to Islam, In fact, during the

£ 1957, Kazakhstanskays Pravda published only four articles against the
sects, of which three were directed at the Jehovah Witnesses — a sect
is particularly prevalent in Moldavia and was brought to Kazakhstan by

en immigrants (the 1 September, 21 November and 8 December issues) and the
at the Baptists 3 April 1957 edition).

What does the new anti-Islamic campaign in Kazakhstan mean? It is a known

-that Islam has always been superficially accepted in this area, In the nine-

th century, the Kazakh intellectual elite, while not openly anti-Muslim, was

; t}msiastic and indifferent to Islam, The Kazakh intellectuals, Chokan

khanov, Ibrai Altynsarin, Abai Kunanbaev and the ideologists of Alash Orda

e mdcrnists, generally hostile to conservative traditionalism. On the eve

anolutlon, the Kazakh nomadic masses were still closer to the ancient
sm than they were to Islam, - - Gk
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-5 The anti-religious struggle which bogan‘in 1923 did not, therefore, meet
with a resistance anywhere near as strong as it did, for example, in the main:
centers of Uzbekistan, It must certainly have been much easier to separate the
Kazakhs from a religion to which they had not yet been converted as late as the
eighteenth century, and even the nineteenth, than it was the Uzbeks or the Tadzhiks
who were Islam-ized in the height of the Middle Ages, :

Moreover, the Kazakh culture, unlike that of the Uzbeks or the Tadzhiks,
owes little to Islam, Arab and Persian influences have always been weak, both in
the linguistic and in the literary vein,

The Kazakh national and cultural tradition, perceptible in the national
epics (Koblandy-Batyr, Alpamys...,) and in the works of the Pleiade of nineteenth
century writers, stems from the traditions of the Mongol Empire and the memory
8f the nomadic tribes, ;

_ How they can this insistence on fighting a religion, which no lbng.r
appears to present any kind of a serious obstacle to the edification of socialism,

be explained? Could it be, as often occurs in the Soviet Union, a "diversionist X
campaign" against Islam in order to achieve indirectly Kazakh nationalism?
-

/



