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Ihe Qetober Hevoiubtlun an

The Information service and the radiev service f r Western Burope put cut
summaries of a lectur: entitle! "The Hungariam people on Lbe road of the great Oclober
Socialist Revolution", deliverel by Dr, Ferenc Tenn Do P P e ey
the Hun arian Sce st Workers' Party. The followins version has been compounde
from the teats of these sunmeries:

It will be 40 years on Tth November that the Russian Communist Farty, led by
the great Lenin, guided to vietory the Great Soclalist October Hevolutiom. Thus began
the real history of human soclety which the genius of Marx, Enael: ani Lenin foresaw.

The jdens of Oetober provided the answer to the burning problems of Hungarisn
soclety. Ip the Humgariap scelety of the beginming of the century innumeralle unsolved
protlems bad accumulated as & result of which the economic amd political situstion of
the Hungariap workers was extremely greve. [Even graver was the lot of the mational
minorities, Dependence op Austria aggravated the exploitation and oppression of Lhe
workers, and the position was mede even more intolerable by the imperiallst war of
robbery. The pgreat soclalist revolutiom of October and Lepin's doctrines proviced
the answer to the long unsolved problems of Hungarian scclety. The Mungarien workers
and s.iilers wanted to follow the Russlan example. :

On 3lst October 1918, the bourgecis democratic reveolution had emerged viector-
ious under the leadership of the working class. The Bungarian proletariat wanted to
earry this revolution further, It was therefore a historic necessity of the time
that the Communist Party should be formed, On 20th November 1918 the prevolutionary
venguapd, the Bungarian Comsunist Party, came into being, rallled to its side the
workers and won the sympathy of the poor peasants. It was the work of Hungarian
Communists whioch prepaped the working class and the poor peasantpy for the struggle
as a result of which the Hungarian Republic of Councils was born. The Hungarian
proletarian rule proved that the proletarian revolutfon 1s not a Russian peculiarity.
". soclalist order prowsd 1ts witality and invineibility.



Twenty years after the Ostober vieotory sooleltsm wes bullt up in the Soviet
Union. Peaceful soclalist eonstruction waw, howover, soon interrupted by the perfidious
Sttack of fesclst OGermany. The same quarter century wes, for the Hungarian workers, an
era of inereasing explottation. 'The bestial oruelty of the white terror had shown that
the exploiting class, once they regain power, Know no meroy.

In 1933, of the industrial labour corps about T00,000-strong, 354,000 people,
or over 50 per cent, ware unemployed. In 1935 thers were about 180,000 unemyloyed
workers in Budapest. Those employed in the manufacturing industry, received 53.5 per .
cont of the snnusl wepe of 1928. 1In the 19%0¢ on an average 90,000 people had no
fccomnodation in Budapeet while at the same time @n averase of 10,000 flats stood vacant

‘owing to high remts. Rents eonsumed on 8n averape 75-40 par cent of wages. dscoriing

to the 1930 census, there were 735,076 11literates emong the adult population. Poor
Peasants made up 35 per cent of the popull'lm yet less than 1.5 per aont of the children
of poor peasants were allowed to enter noundln schools and universities.’ The re ime
Fersecuted the Farty with reckless hatred, but could not schieve 1ts sim

“fericus", but not "Pundamentsl®, Mistakes Commttved

It 1s the historic merit of the Cownunist rarty that throughout the 295 years
Of Horthy's fasciem it nurtured the 1'esls of the Oetoter -Revelution ant stood firm ir
favoyr of soliderity with the 3oviet Union. Our sorely tried gountry owes 1ts intepen’ -

- 8noe and freedom to the Soviet army. The Cetober-November ecunter-revolution in 1954
heaped slanders upon the Soviet Union. In tha past we have omidted to anelyse the true
significance of our liveration; yet before the liberation Hunrary was threatenel in
her national existence. The Soviet Armv saved the ecountr: from a natiomal estastrophe.
The history of the Hun arfan vevple's democracy to date has proved that cur pecple wes
its freedom to the fact that the Communist Fart. stood &t the nelm in our battles - a
Farty ralsed on the 1 jeas of October. Ever greater masses were sadoptin: the ~blectives
of the Hungarian Comrunist Fsrty. It was 8 herole veriod for the Wunrarian [eople end
the Communist Party alike It wes 2 period about whieh wd can also say that in it the

.
.

Communists sommitted nu fundamenta] mistakes

'Durln- this first chapter of the revoluticonary transformation the Hungarian
Commurii sts enlisted the co-operetion of the ma iority of the workine claes They
initiatéd the land reform and with it successfully leild down the foundation of the
alliance between workers and workins ,essants. At the turn of 1987/48 eonditions were
ripe for the creation of a second Munrarlan proletarian dlstatorshlp.

- The Aictatorshly of the proletariat acquired power in hard battles, in a
demoeratic manner, by winning over the majority of the workers. Both the working class
and the working persantry were satisfie’ with the results of the Three-Year Flan. A
isunched industrialisation. Although we have meanwhile committed serious faults, 1t
1s undeniable that our people's democracy had in 12 years Aone far more towards our
country's industrial develoyment than wes 4one during the 29 years of bourpeols rule
under the Horthy regime. By the end of the first Plve-Year FPlan industrial output was
3.5 times as great as 1n 19%8. Between 1950 and 1955 the tempo of industrial develop-
ment was el ht times as great as between 1929 and 1938.

We also started bullding scelalism in agriculture. The eounter-revolution
received an eloguent reply to the contention that our producer co-operatives were held
together merely by forece. On 21st Mareh 1957 the number of producer go-operstives had
already risen to 3,410, . '

As for the development of our cultural life, the truth is that whereas in 1938
only 2,152 works were published in 17,212,000 editions, in 1953 were published 18,787
works in 51,079,000 editions. ‘The number of radio 1isteners rose from 500,000 in 1938
to 1,100,000. 4

The revisionists and counter-revolutionaries attacked, perhaps wost strongly,
the cultural policy of the Cilctatorship of the proletariat. They implied that in this
field, too, we copled the cultural poliey of the Soviet Union. One result of this was



that the man in the street in Budapest witnessed the destruction of treasures of world
literature in book-pyres reminiscent of Hitlerite times. It s an undoubted fact that
our Party has ecommitted faults in the direetion of the eultural life, too, but these
faultes 414 not 1lie in the negleet of our pro-ressive traditioms; om the eontrary, it
was we, the Communists, who resuscitated them. |

Paults of Pepty Lesdepshic Exssgersted

The counter-revolution exaggerated the faults of the Party leadershiy and
tried to meke TP appear that the causes of these fealts lay in the soelslist system.
“From the events of the counter-revolution of October-November 1956 i1t clearly emer;es
that the fight was not agsingt the faults but against the systes. It is the inaliénatle
merit of our Party that 1t led our people om o the path of the Great Soclalist October
Revolution. We male a mistake when we Aeviate! from the path of Oetgber, when, with
the spread of the personality eult, the role of the Party was relegated to the packground

One of Lenin's most important temets was the need to combat both Rightist and
Leftist erroneous views for the sake of the purity of principles. The leadershij of
the Hungarian Workers' Party departed from this Acvetrine of the Great October Revolution
The CFSU, with eomradely helpfulness, revealed the faults “1scermible tn the Party's
polioy; the sectarian leadershlp groupe!l around Rakosi and Geroe, however, was unalle
to combat these faults in.a menner bdefitting the iarty.

Prom the very moment of liberation the imperlialists and their allies at home
sought to prevent our people from embdarkins on the rued of soeialism insplred by The
tdeals of the Great Socialist October Revolution. The temporary succcss of the
imperialists was due to the fact thot, owing to the grave seotarian faults commitied
by the vld Party leadership and iater the hesitaney and procrastination in remedylng
these faults, relations between the Party and the messes dotariorated The other

fundamental reason behind the imperialist success can be traced to the disruptive
sctivity of the Ripghtist revislonlst group within the Party. the group of Imre Nagy

prom the soring of 1956 onwards the imp:.rialists intensified thelr nationalist’
and primarily anti-Soviet propaganda. The revislionists, on the uther hand, by laying
undue emphasis on Mungarian national charmcteristics, d1d a s004 service to the !mperial-
ists and gradually went so far s to deny the seneral 1dee of prolstarian dlstatorsnig

Ir recent years our Purty had been acoused of meochaniocally copying evary ste;
of the Soviet Union.  There was some truth in that: following the vietory of the
dietatorship of the proletariat, we had, indsed, in many flelds mechanioally copied the
exsmple of the Soviet Union. On the other hand, the revisionists failed to menticn
that our Party had not availed 1tself sufficlently of some of the fundamental expariences
of the Soviet Union; they forget, for instance, that Farty unity 1s 8 fundaemental
condition for the existence of the dletatorship of the proletariat. The imperialists
were angry that we had made any usé at all of these positive experliences.

It is our international and also national duty to destroy 1deologleally the
slanders spread by the counter-revolution sbout Soviet-Hungarian relations. which despite
eertaln shorteomings, were from the start to the adventage of Hungery. After the llber-

" ation the USSR's menifold assistance assured our looted eountry's food supplies and the
consclidation of her egonomic and soelal system. The Soviet Uniom sold us raw materials
and bought from us mainly industrial goods. The Soviet Union supplied 35-40 per cent
of our raw material requirements, but bought sbout 60 per cent of our machinery exports.
The slanderous allegation has often been made that a large proportion of our agrigultural
products wes sent to the Soviet Union, but the Soviet share of these exports amounted
to no mope than 11 per cemt. The prices charved inm the exohange of goods have always
beer adapted to world market prices.



A the request of the Mungarisn Gevermment the Government of the Soviet Unicm
ia 1952 sransferred Go Us n-mummmmwum that
had pessed into Soviet possession under the Potedam Agreement. In 1954 we were also

_muquswmummtuu‘mw‘sm.m-m-

then the Soviet Qovernment has cancelled the major pert of the purchase price.

It was primerily the Seviet long-term credit extended in the form of
875,000,000 roubles' worth of goods and capitalist surrency that enabled us to make
§500 The TEESgv-vswswe—yy-the countersrevolution. There were, of courss, also =
shorteomings in secncmic Pelations but their signifdcance was dwarfed by the contimucus
flow of tremendous help. - The old Party leadership tolerated without a word the
unprecedented, country.wide campalgn of lies launcned by the ¢ounter-revolutionaries

" in connection with the fate of Hungarisn uranium.  The fault sprang from the fact

‘that the time which elapsed between the end of the second world wvar and the deveiopment

'-:.“ the socialist camp is, bistorieally uu}ttn.. an extremely short time for the

‘perfect functioning of the entirely new type of relations between louan'ﬂ gountries.

’ 15t Resson £ viet Intervention
N Besides slsnder the revisionist counter-revolutionaries pulling the tmperialist

band-wagcn also exploited toe idea of neutrallity. Neutrallity was mer=ly 3 temporary
tactical slogan. The aim of the ‘mperialists and of reactlion at home was gradually to

tear Hungary away from the soclalist camg through neutrality Under the cloak of
neutrality diplomats ia the legetions of certaln westsrn gountries established close
contact with the armed forces. We have not yet known any neutral eounter-revolution

wiich falled to oppose sharply the international forces of progress or to ally 1tselr
with international reaction.

The sveats of last Ociober vindicated tie tremendous lmpartance of the Warsaw

Treaty from the.point of view of the entlres soclalist damp, including our natiom. - We
can sefely olaim that had the rarty leadershlp Yeen master of the situation, nad 1t
organised and led the masses, 'he Hungarian working class, the Hungarian working pecple

would have been able with 1ts own strength to ﬂ.frjﬂ the power of the proletarlat along
1ts sector of the sociallist camp. This ls borme out, not only by the inarodih‘v quick
political and edonomic consolidation, but also oy the faet that during the countar-
revolution masses of Communists were cliamouring for amms but, owlng %o shameful betrayal,
were the very people to recelve none.

Unfortunately, our Party was unable during the rirst phase of the counter-
revelution to turn into (%en effective foree) the revoluticnary forces' fidelity and
devotion to sosialism, At tho decisive moment the revolutionary and democratie forces
were left without leadership. Thus it happened that, to reseue the power of the
proletariat, it became urgently necessal’y to avall ourselves of the fraternal aseistance

of Soviet troops.

Mo Merecy for Opponents of the Regime

Having ended the first chapter of the defeat of the counter-revolution we
eontinue our advance along the road of Sceialist construction. Militantly and at the
same time patlently we profess the rightecusness of our cause and ideals, while ummasking
the counter-revolutionary eherscter of the warious bourgeois revisionist views. We are
prepared to argue with people whe disagree with us on one thing or another but are
falthful to our People's Repubiile. At the same time, we stand up mereilessly against
those who ralse Sheir hands againmst the workers' power. We defend soelalist property
and make demands in the field of labour discipline,

i i

It As our national and alsc internationalist duty %o do all we ean %o draw
less and less on the fraternal sceialist countries' readiness for saerifice. We must
resist every form of speculation, aequisition of income without werk, and waste fulness .

We shall proceed further with the soclalist comnstruction of the countryside;
without resorting to harmful means of coercion, we shall further develop our producer
co-operative movement.



Following the mio of the Oreat Detober Socialist I‘vdutzm snd the
directives of the 20th Congress of the CP3U, we shall further develop the democratis-
ation of our State, socislist demecretisation, and extend the resprnsibility of the
ocouneils.

We shall enhance our vigilance and guard like the apple of our eye the
unity, discipline and gomradeship in arms of the Jdefensive forces of our State, the
army, police, frontier-guards and workers' gusrds,

L] v then

On the basds of the prineiples of peaceful co-existence we shall settle
our relations with every country willing %o respess those prineiples. We shall
further strengthen our good neighbourly, friendly relations with the Yugoslav
Feople's Republie which is building socialism. We shall knit even closer the ties
of friendship with the countries of the socialist camp snd, first of all, with the
leading foree of that camp, the Soviet Union, (Hungarizn informetion service and
Budapest in Hungarian for W Burope 25.10.57)



