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STAPISTICS TELL STORY OF STEADY DROP
OF CZECHOSLOVAK TRADE THROUGH TRIESTE.

SOURCE TRIESTE: Chamber of Commerce.

DATE OFP OBSERVATION: Current period.

EVAL. COMMENT: This interesting analysis of Czechoslovak
trade activities via TRIESTE is believed to be of value
' 40 Beonomie Program Editor in particular.

In order to get a more detailed picture of the matter
under reference, the Evaluator ndvises to consult the
following sources: VIENNA RFE Item No. 1975/56 /"PRAGUE
' Weighs Respective Merits of TRIESTE and RIJEKA"/; VIENNA
RFE Item No. 10812/55, dealing with negotiations between
Czechoslovak and Italian representatives and concerning the
future use of the TRIESTE harborfor CSR transit trade; beyond
this, "Mladd fronta" of February 19 1955, referring to the
agreement between CSR, Hungary and Yugoslavia about transit
shipments via RIJEEKA - as well as the statement by Radio
BRATISLAVA of November 16 1955 /please see RFE Monitoring
of that date, page 14456-S/ which dealt with the ROME
Conferente about the use of the TRIESTE harbor. o
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!'ora few years now shipping to'- and from Czeciios'lovakié. _

from Czechoslovakia through TRIESTE; in 1953 the figure
130,000 tons /29,432 imports and 100,742 exports/; in 1954,
5:;#043./51,016.1nmox13 and 96,376 tons exports/; in 1955
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TRIESTE has been steadily declining. In 1938, about - 398,000
f goods /252,821 exported and 144,523 imported/ moved to }

m::ollo- ing teble indicates the volume of 039"1‘*?353 i

3,379 100,742] 252,821
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Items

't:phosphafes

citrus fruit -

* raw cotton
01l seeds

wine

.legumes

dried fruits
asphalt
manganese

_polished rice

0il seed cakes

tinned fish -

coffee
citrus fruit peel
sand :

citrus fruit juice

rawhide
lumber
raw jute

 cereals.
tobacco

pyrites
other goods
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1954
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It is not precisely known where CSR imports come from or
exports go to, but on the whole Czechoslovakia exports, via

. TRIESTE, to the Middle East, Africa, the Far East, Australia

and the two Americas; and imports goods from the same places,
especially from the Middle East and North Africa /phoshates,

' citrus fruits, cotton, oil seeds, etc./ .

No local authority, including the Chamber of Commerce,

has any detailed statistics on the origin of goods imported

;nfo.czeéhoslovakia or the destination of goods exported from
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Czechoslovekia via TRIESTE.

~ The mcoﬁplefe figures relative to Czechoslovak trade
through TRIESTE in 1955 /items still not specified/ are:

i _ I}Eﬂg xports

37,751 tons 73,088 tons

that is an overall trade movement of 110,839 tone. Compared

- with the years 1938, 1953 and 1954 the CSR trade through

~ TRIESTE in 1955 hit a low-water mark, that is if we exclude = -

" 4he war and immediatepostwar years. o o

~  Thie continued decline is due %o political reasons and,

_at the same time, economic ones. For years now Czechoslovak. o
_goods have been sent %0 Bumanien and Bulgarian Black Sea ports,

~ although it is a costly, ¥ime consuming route as compared :

~ with TRIESTE. This route is used for propagandistic and ideo-
 logical reasons to step up traffic in the Rumanian Danube and

Black Sea ports: GALATZ, ERAILA, SULINA and CONSTANTA; end

~ 4he Bulgarian ores: LOM, RUSSE, STALIN and BURGAS. As a result
n_f'_'mﬂﬁm's and BULGANIN s visit to BELGRADE in 1955,

" a decided orientation of Czechoslovak trade movement is noticed
toward the Yugoslav port of RIJEKA, to the detriment of TRIESTE.
~ Such a thing had not been seen since TITO broke with the

Cominform. Now, Hungary seems to be following Czechoslovakia s
example and is gradually channeling its trade toward RIJEKA
rather than TRIESTE. ' ' £

~ Mention should be made of 2 significant fact which _ i
~ repeatedly presents itself in the trade exchange between .

~ Czechoslovakia and Hungary On the one hand, and Albania and :

~ North Africa,on the other. This ‘fact supporss the political

~ explanation for this trade situation. Many big cargoes of

. bulk chronium from Albdania for Czechoslovakia and Hungary

_are sent via the Black Sea. The same is true for full cargoes |
_of phosphates from North Africa. This is also true for goods e
_shipped from Czechoslovakia and Hungary to Albania. The

~ voyage from DURAZZO %o PRIESTE takes a little over a day

~ and the voyage from North Africa to TRIESTE takes a few days.

" The same can be said for the railroad journey from TRIBESTE to

~ Cgechoslovakia and Hungary. On the other hand, the voyage

 from DURAZZO to BURGAS and from North Africa to BURGAS takes

. several days and the same it true for the railroad or Danube

-_./more/__ :
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‘route from BURGAS to Hungary and Czechoslovakia. Undoubtedly .
the longer .the trip the higher the freight charges. Every

good businessman, including a State business has always
tried to cut down costs. It is evident,therefore that if the
shorter, less costly route is sacrificed to the longer -
costlier - one, there must be a political or ideological
reason. : : : = : :

. With regard to economic reasons, it should be pointed
out that Czechoslovakia especially uses continental ports.
for her foreign trade, such as HAMBURG, BREMER, ANTWERP and
ROTTERDAM, and the Polish ports of GDYNIA, GDANSK and ' e
SZCZECIN, It is a well known fact that in order to build : : i
up port traffic these ports have set very convenient. freight e
and port charges. Besides, these ports can handle the Czecho- £
slovak trade better than TRIESTE because, despite efforts to o
get more ships, this port camnot still compete with other :

Buropean ports. In addition, outgoing freight charges in
TRIESTE and in other Italian Adriatic ports are high because
there are shipping companies which have the monopoly on
certain lines and thus dictate these charges. In 1955, for
example, when a shipment of 10 tons of naphatalene was sent

. from VENICE to Israel, the Italianexporter received a.com-
plaint for the heavy freight charge of Dollar 32,00 per

ton, /goods loaded above decks./ During the same period for

an identical shipment of Belgian naphtalene /loaded below decks,/
ANTWERP had offered freight charges of only Dollar 16.00 per -
ton. Besides, Western shipowners —— and the Dutch in particular
—— have their agents in PRAGUE whose job it is to beat other

' competitors to the punch in getting Czechoslovak exportations
to ROTTERDAM. They also handle forwarding of goods by motor
from PRAGUE to ROTTERDAM. At the very moment they receive

the goods on the trucks, these agenisgive the exporter the

" pills of lading. This is a great convenience for the Czecho-
slovak exporter because it saves time in financial operations
and saves him trouble in shipping the goods.

_ The meeting held in ROME in 1955, upon the initiative .

of the Italian Government, tended to guarantee a greater

' development of trade through TRIESTE. The meeting was attended
by representatives of Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Austria,
Switzerland, Yugoslavia and West Germany. The Austrian requests
were almost satisfied in full and this country is still TRIESTE s
best customer. The Czechomlovaks and Hungarians are irked
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hey have not been effered the same e:nditinna as 'Bhe
New negotiations are supposedly underway :
the Italian Government and Czechoslovakia and Hungary
smooth out the differences which arose during _
In the man'hile, however, these two count ries
d a eomiderahle part of their trade toward tho
A perhaps with the purpose in mind of '_puahing
Government into making greater concessions, am.ong
st sought after is the obtaining for uash eeruntr-y
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