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NOTES ON PRIVATE PLOTS

New 1light on the continuing primary role the private
plots and herds of collective farmers and employees contri-
bute fo the most lagging sector of the Soviet economy -
agriculture - comes from two divergent sources: the annual
report of the Central Statistical Administration and the
current number of Voprosy Filosofii, #1, 1960,

-

_ Notwithstanding the persuasive and administrative re-
straints directed at the private holdings of peasants and
~workers during the past year,l the CSA economic report for
mg9 again showed the dominant weights of the private econ-

es: '

1) 51 percent (31.5 million tons) of the total °
milk output came from the private herds;

2) 51 per cent (4.4 mil. T.) of the national meat
and lard yilelds were privately produced;

as well as

3) 82 per cent (20.5 billion units) of the gross
egg production, ;

and

4) 52 per cent (17.6 million head) of all cows were
privately owned.?2 ‘

- Of the Communist bloc countries, apparently only Pyland
and the GDR have a larger share of the livestock industry in
private hands. The failure to socialize the major share of
the industry has remained a contradictory phenomenon in these
two major - Communist countries.

‘The above indices are from 3 to 5 per cent lower than
the 1958 count,however, as the indicated measures to restrict
¢ity and sovkhoz private holdings had a modestly negative ef-
fect on the growth of the private herds. This pressure will

T

Urban owners of livestock were ordered to liquidate their
holdings in the larger cities - the conditions left
to the discretion of ¢ity authorities (Pravda, 4
July 1959.

Sovkhoz employees were to divest their livestock within

‘two years., (ibid). '

2Based on CSA report, Pravda, 22 January 1960.






