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OMMENT: This intere sim a
e mood of people in ’%ﬁmﬂsoaf

It nay be pointed ovt that after the umsuc
performances of the footballi-players, the. Rezime llﬂ
initinted cncther easpaign %o produce hard cumws,
export of Hungarian folklore groups. It is %o be presum
that Western countries will be flooded in the mear £ :

. with touring artist groups.

This spring I was called to the Minisiry of Cult @
and told there that they were assembling a iroupe of !olh- Ban -
dancers anhc -gusicians to tour abroad in the sunmer and B ]
autumn. Thev asked me whether I should like to joia the
troupe. Actually folk-songs are not my gemrs, %o date I
have sung in the radic, a few concsris and io ‘cafés, slways
operatta arics and the so-called chansons. This, honm,
was nc obstacle, the official told me: I wes to study a
few folk-songs quickl; , accompanied by a gipsy band.

As the official said that our first - gagement was
for STOCFHOLM and GOTHENBURG and I would be paid 100 Swedish
kronas per evening, I agreed gladly to join %oe troupe.
later we were told that we hoad always to trevafer half of -
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our fee to flungary via the FNational Bank in 1
which money we would receive o
recikoned on the basis of the offici:
The other half we could spend abros.
anything we liked if something wes left after
of our lLiving had been paid. Even the cusic
*gtrios towsrd us, as we, being artists, hal .
beyond thos: of ordinary folk. Howsver, i1 -
. gome correruy against our return, the Natiocn
:Lit froz us at a more favorable rate of e«
: r advantage was that we would get pasapo
years and would be permitted to go abroad eve:
these passrorts after the end of the tour., - .

; 7 was naturally extremely glad ove:
1 had never heen abroad and needed moreover o
%y. In my first I had been o
, a well-known journelist and writer.
the Party already in 1945 and worked at
, but 45 he was apolitical and no ¢
he was scon iransferred to the unimportant i

1, too, corz Trom a bourgeois tu:tly fath
" nger' > shop in Ber Ter noézrxs
the war end 1 have had no political training.
almost impo=sible for me to g=t & long-term .
theater. In Wy second marrisge I am married
masisal conluctor at the radioc,
either, so ne camgot help me, T c
tmtim %0 time, - _

! Besore we left, the whole tro wias
our instructor told us that a comrale from -
woull call. Ac two men ceme, one was
who had epolen with me the first time, his nuo
if 1 rememhor right. Both looked at cur pro..
satisfied, there was only scme small fault w..
which were 20t © » enough, 8o the sean
ecorrect son: details., Otherwimse the entire

oved. Thon ERDELYI made e short speech Sh
ople'a Republié expected

us to remain o2
abroad, ete. The other man wos, we were all
detective o~ police officer, He male a gpea.

us thet if +e met Hungarians sbroad, we shou

s
change .

¥
i
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conditions in Hungary in a mamner to induce

patriate, i.e., wo ghould not criticize tho
conditions. I anybody wanied to jump off,
to consider that his (her) relatives would b
jble. He assured us we would be watched eval
:uﬁha:*i&,ie:; in Hungary would know all abou? -
id. '
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As from August 1 we are givisg performances |
in STOCKHOLM every night. Unforiusately the we :
.so0 had that we have had but small audiences but b
reviews were good, and as from September 1 we shall
rfornences in GOTHENBURG where the directors of
rg” theater have engaged us. An official courier
companying us, he sees to the formalities commected
passporte and permis de séjout, he receives our fees
the theaters and it is his task to find new engageme
signvontracts. Hie name ie RADO and he is & former
of a theatrical agency in BUDAPEST, RADO is no Commu
he has a family at home =nd he earns probably a lot
on this tourj therefore he adheres to all the ruling
got from the Ministry. He is clever and spesks Ger
nglish and he helps us to make our purchases, find
lodgings, ete. Just now he is negotiating ‘with a Wi
theater in COPENHAGEN where we shall maybe e i%-_
anceg as from October 1. He hopes that we 111 }
further contracts later on, he should like to remain &l
as long @s possible and he hus told us that it is zot
his wish but also the wish of %re Ministry, as the B
authorities should like to procure as much foreign o
through our tour as possible. RATC told us privatel
the Hungarian Government had ordered many ictures
Hungarian painters, all with Hungsrian motives, and
#irm in South America and the USA was selling thees
cheaply, but for foreign currency. Likewise, the
Govermment has sold some museum pieces %o vate
in Switzerland for currency. ' 5 g
I personally have signed a contract for two moni
only; now I have got an offer from Nils POPZE to take &
role in LAJTAI's operetta "The Bluejacketsa” in HELSL)
LAJTAI . too, has promised to help me through his eono
tions in BUDAFEST so that 1 would be permitted o Dre
stay here and act in HELSINX1 for two months, I hope 1 =
shall get the permission if I engage myself %o pay ha o
ny fee to the National Eank. RATO said he would not pui ;
any obstacles in my way but ask the Ninissry to send ang
pinger to COPENHAGENK. 2

7

In STOCKHOLM I get 100 kronas per evening, nalf of
it goes to the National Eark In BUDAFEST, the other

paid out to me. I pay four kronas per day forfay lodgings,

sharing the room with Agi SZ0OLLOST. We eat cheaply and
spend the rest of the money buying reedy-nade clothes,
fabrics and stockings, mostly at sales; I have not seen
much of STOCKHOLM as I spend nmy days mostly in shopping,

{over)
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but s8till I have seen that the living standard is here
fantastically high, I have never believed that people could
live so well abioad., After BUDAPEST, life here seems to be
a f ~tale. But I must add that despite this great wealth

: must be a boring city. In the beginiding we tried

- t0 g0 to some restaurant or café after our performance, but

S as it was after 1130 hours, we could not get any 04 any-
where. The Swedes seem to be disinterested, it must be dif-
ficult to be a young woman here. In BUDAPEST we are poor
and always worried, but life is much more amusing there all
- the same and pretty young women are always noticed.

I had arranged with the radio journal in BUDAPEST %o
report on our tour, to date I have written only one article
where I criticized the Swedish women, as they do not know
how to walk beautifully, they wear ugly shoes with flat
heels and the young girls are too heavily-made-up. I get .
200 forint per article which is considered a gocd fee for
an article in BUDAPEST, ;

By the way, I am convinced that this tour, and

’Ertioularlx my playing a role in the operetta in HELSIRKI

I get the chance, will open up a career for me in BUDAPEST,
When an artist is succes abroad, he (she) cannot be
ignored in BUDAPEST either. Gene speaking, the era of
_ metion and "bourgeois descent" seems %o be over
in -- now people relegated into the background are
[ forth again and getting back the jobs they can do bet-
ter the new FParty guys.

- This is true also in my professior. Earlier only
strictly "orthodox" rettas and s were permitted. Now
only one such " " operetiz is msglmd in BUDAPEST -
"Somewhere in the South.” The libretto ie by one Laszlo TABI,
an editor of "Ludas Matyi", and it is pure propaganda,
idiotic and primitive and the rmusic is no better eithér, It L
is played alternately with "The Csardas Trincess.” As no-
body wants to see the new "orthodox" operetta, the management
of the theater decided that the factories and offices would
get up-tickets for "The Csardas Frincess” only if they
would order the seme number of tickets for "Somewhere in the
South” simultaneously. But the workers protested so much :
‘that the theaters had to discontinue with this system.

Two-three years ago they also tried to arrange matters
so that "orthodox" playwrights and composers would collaborate
with the o0ld good authors. This was a failure as the old
authors-composers refused to collaborate with the new ones.
Today there are two separate camps in BUDAPEST -- the old

{over)
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gnd yood oncs on the. one hand and the new ones on the
As the thee'ers are now supposed to wark at a profit
like the publishers, the new authors, like Lagzlo 1
Szilard DAEVAS, etc., have less and lesa scope while
o1 aushoze cune Torward ageir. PFor instence, Jance
who had woried at an office since 1949,. is now wri
cince @ year ago, he writes texis for operestss, BC
‘radio plays, =tc., and esrns much money. As there
enousk cld writers, the theaters and publishers Dl
print worke which were out of gquestion before, be:
orthodox.”

Ry I ntwe heerd that they want %o procuxs

and songs fron abroad but that the National Boak ¥
rency Tor tla purpose. Otherwise if is mo longer £
to piey forsisn music. It often happens thel we
foreign hit oa a gramophone record, then we {my

1) et comehody/write down the musical score, come
writes an sppropriate Hungarian text and then we,
sing is. Neturally, the foreign composers do m“
royalties, Lut who will kpow abroad thet somebody

or sung their songs in a café in BUDAPRST? o

T Grasophone records are now obtainable in B
paturellv osl7 in the black market and at excrbita
Still. lonic .FMSTRONG e.g. is wellknown and sopular ir
BBT)APEST‘ ihs greatest fashion are now WAGEE® ope! Q
long~playing records. . Bt

' 7 esunot sey much sbout politics, 1 & aos’
in them, I know o that people in Iungar; 2'e waib
ant chanzis, they believe that the Russiaxe 711l 18
; ory. Now they are for Imre RAGY ond belisve that
would bring =bout greater freedom and better 11 b
gione., A Lypical example: some days &30 Hre, [TAL
us the Swedish papers had written thet lmre RAQ D
taken back into the Party., This news exeited our gg:y :
musicisns vory much and already the next day Hey d ﬁg
the Legatio. ‘mether it was really trve that lore HAGY wes
a sabinet me er agair. The cultural atiaché ROVACS was
very much astonished and instead of replying asked ug
where we henvd it, was it authentic. G
ournalists, .

ve that o
Pusure. reople

Sur i
gebors, -- fecl 2 g 3
Hungery will regain its independen
2
3
-

©

in DUDAPEST spesk quite freely age ant regime. .
It is sn opea aseret that the Jo revolted and

that thes pap in particular Miagy: o nst write

[over)
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—what is dananded by the Party leaders. One c:in already

ofted réad how much better life is in Weet ¥ i'ope, how much
highex the cultural level, ete. Yugoslavia, Iowever. is
not ver; much appreciated, many Hungariane hoove

visited thol country and it is generally knuowr. in BUDAPES®
$hat 1ife :n Yugoslavia is no better than jin ‘Tungary. It
ean Be se2wn evorywhere that former great Comnnists have
sucddenly :.own very meek and careful, and so havs the
authoritis:. These people -- as my husband soys -- are now
STYying o catablish an alibi as they know th-% changes are
Uisvgicable Many intellectucals have their P ivate liuts
of Stelinicts and in society you can not inf juently hear
somebody seing -« I shall not forget thie wer, he is oa nmyv
black list

y ¥a listen often to Radio Free Eurcope. ¥ think their
broadcasts e very good but a little too Ppolitical., We
should liks to hear more about new plays in “he West, new
books and i::chions, The broadecasts are most:y vary auch

* Jammed, bui can be heard over the 16 meters band, which we

can %ake ir because we have a large receivia. set, with an
extended al 1t wave scale., All muasicians an’ singers listen
to foreign roadcasts, they are Bager o hea- about novelties

. thuir £1014.
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