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DOSAAF DEVELOPMENTS 1959

During 1959 the ranks of the USSR's paramilitary organi-
zation, DOSAAF, were swollen by the recruitment of "several
million" new members (Voyennye Znaniya, No. 1, 1960). Since
DOSAAF had begun the year with a strength of more than 20,-
000,000, according to an estimate made by Mr. Paul C. McGrath,
the Deputy Director of Intelligence and National Security of
tife Office of Defense Mobilization on May 12th, 1959,1 the
nominal membership is now probably in-the nmeighborhood of 25
million.

~ The -4th Congress of the organization (Pebruary 1958)
;‘E,id down as its primary target the recruitment of more than
alf the adult population, mainly for the purpose of provid-
ing adequate civil defence training to minimize the effects
of ‘air attack. Only isolated reports are available on pro-
gress since then, but Kostroma Oblast is said to have 95% of
its adult population enrolled (Kostroma Radio,l4th March 1959),
while in Kherson, Kharkov and Zaporozhye oblasts the society
has recruited 40-50% of the adult residents (Sovietsky Patriot,
13 February 1960). Even in rural Moldavia, which would seem
an unlikely area for large-scale agir attack, several raions
had reached the 40% mark in the spring of last year (Kishinev
Radio, 18 April 1959). , SELSRT

Needless to say there are also some backward regions,
_where recruiting is going slowly. Chelyabinsk Oblast has been
rapped over the knuckles because "only" 20% of the adult pop-
uwlation are members,2 but the qblast has about 3,000,000 in-
habitants, so even here the DOSAAT instructors are being kept
avtremely busy. Moreover they have been told by the organiza-
§fon's Central Committee that before the end of 1960 the 50%
“level is to be reached. '

Fver since 1955, DOSAAF has been teaching civil defense,
and by the end of 1956 85% of the population had already been
given ten hours of instruction.3 In the meanwhile the train-
ing programme has grown more ambitious, due to the introduc-
tion of first a fourteen-hour and then a 22-hour curriculum,
dealing with nuclear, chemical and bacterioclogical attack.
Critics who argue that the effort expended is disproportion-
ate to the programme's probable value in the conditions of a
thermonuclear war need only be reminded that there is no
proof that atomic and hydrogen weapons will ever be used. A

: 1Washington Post, May 13th, 1959.
2Vozennye Znaniya, No. 1, 1960.
3Sovietsky Patriot, February 12th, 1958,
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