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COMMUNIST PARTY (0600)

Inner Life (0604)

Forsign Relations (0602)

Lifs Sketch Of A Cemmunist

SQURCE MUNICH: Miss Irens BORN, aiformer Polish Communist

Party mcmber for 25 yoars. She spent 12 years in the USSR, -
and returned to Poland after the war. She is now in exile
in the wezt.

DATE OF OBSERVATION: Inter-war period, World War II snd -

postwar years up o to 1947,

EVaL. COMMENT: Information-obtained from direct interview
of the evaluastor with the source. Attention is drawn to
other Itere originating from the same source. Thees arst
Item Hes. 2448, 2525, 2527, 2916, 29359 2935. 3060, 3423,
and 4596/53-
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. Miss Irena BORN, former member of the KPP (Com-
munist Party of Poland,) spent 12 years in the USSR, en-
listed with the BERLING Army in Seviet Russia, came to Po-
land with thet srmy, was given s diplomatic post in ome of

: the Soandinavian countries; where she chose freedom. De-
‘tailed 1ife aketch of Miss BORN £ollows:

She became msmber of ithe KFP 4in 192Z. Beiore
that date shs wae active in two erganizations: ZMPS {Union
of Polish Sociaiist Youth,) and ZNMS (Union of Independent
Socialist Youth.)

ZPMS: Mige BORN wes sctive in this union when
she wae a pupil of & secondary school - up to 1923. Here
she knew the following outata‘aijg ment N&RSKI, frop
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' SDKPilL (Secial Democracy of the Kingdom of Poland and Lithu-
anisj) SOCHACKI. and LARSKI, both from the left faction of
the PPS (not to Ye confused with PPS-Lewica,) as well as two
representatives of the PPS (Polish Socislist Party:) ZAKS
Stanielaw and BRURER #aclaw.

t #iiss BORN was directed to this organiza-
_tion when she started her studiss at the WARSAW University.
She belonged to the Red Fraction (Cserwona Frakcja,) and held
various Party poasts: she wss secretary to the WARSAW branch
of the ¥OPR {Internationsl Organizstion for the iid to Revo-
lutionarice,) \worked with & department of liaison with other
worker organizations, and with the Party editorial offices
called "Redakcja." There:was a sharp factional fight within
the ZNMS, and the dlvision was up to the point of breaking
persenal relations with menters of the opposing faction, min-
ority and majority respectively.

In the'years from 1925 to 1328 Mies BORN wes in

YIENNA. She had to go thers umder ths threat of being arrest-

ed by the Polish police. Sometims in 1925 a big search ac-
tion was carried by the police smong ZNMS members. Miss BORKN '
* wad then out of WARSAW. When a let of ZFMS propeganda stuff
was feound with ons of her oolleagues, she was warned not to
return to WARSAW. She simply bosrded s train ito the Jzecho-
slovak frontier, crossed ine border on foot, went azaln by
train to the Ausirian frontier;, crossed it on foot and came

to ¥YIENHA. Here she became formally = member of the Austrian
CP. %here wers very few Polich Communists in VIENNA and they
formed a Circle of Polish Communiszts (Xolo Polskich Komunis-
tow,) to which, among others, ¥ZRFEL Romen and .EBER Jozef .
bslenged. The cricle essembled from tims %o tims for discua-
sions only. Inter slie, PILSUDSKI's coup &'étai of key 1926
was discussed. As a principle, the Cemmunist Party camnot 8=
nain idle during riots or any oivil cemmotion. It should

take part in thsss evenia on the side of the messes. 4s it is
known, the KPP took part in the May eventis on the side of

PILSUDSKI. This was oonsidored later om ae a serious mistske,.

wnich was celled in the Perty histqry "Mey mistake” (blad
:aauty.) :

When 4in 1928 the ZEMS arre&t aeffair died out and

" the pelica dropped the cass, Miss BORE was told to reiurn to
WARSA¥W, Fer departure from VIENHZ wae srrenged in s great
hurry, and shs hed no time left even for changing the photo-
graph on the passport lemt $o har by en iustrian Communist
girl, K#ths BECK. #ith somebody else's paseport in her hsnd-
bag, Miss BOEY orossed the bordar snd ceme to ZOPPOT (now
SOPQT) via BERLIN, The only men who was auspiciously embar-
rassed with the passport and its bearsr was the raceptioniat
et a DANZIC hotsl, bui ﬁa Yook no action
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Miaa BORN was assigned a technical Joh with the
KPP Gantral Committee sscretariat et ZOPPOT. The secretariat
consieted oL “majority" pecple, amomg whom thara were such
ontsbanding Canuniatﬁ, &8}

o '£R£JqﬁSKI #ladyslew {real name STEIN, son~in-
- =law of WARSKI;)

CICHO#SKI Kasimiers (cover name "irabias)

GROSSEROWA Slawaj

PRCCENIAK Sewexrj

ﬁPOBLEwsKI Waclew (cover name “xrsysztoff)

She also met WOLSKI Wladyelew (real name PIWOWAR-
C8YK &ntoni) who was then seorstary of ihe NOPR and used to
come for consultations and/or instructions.

Mise BORN remainsd st ZOPPOT from March until thn
antunn of 1228, ihen she went to WARSAW, whers she took the
Job ef georetary to the WARSAW MCPR, =8 slresdy mentioned,
which she retained until ths majority faction, to which ehe
belonged, was removed on orders of the Comintern. In 1930

~and 1931 Mies BORN acted as a girl 1isison (lacznicske) for

the seoretisrist of the XC (Central Cemumittes) KFZU, which wa=
then st ZAKOPAFE (& health resort in the Tatra mountains.)
She met there the following mexzbsrs of the sacretsriut:

#R%0S (real name HUBERMAF Stanislawg)
KQLSKI (real name CUKIER;) and
CZARNY (aover name.) -

. In her aapaait;, Xise BORN remained in touch !1th
tha KPZU (Communist Party of Western Ukraine, i.6. of tha
Eastern territories of Polend whioh wsxe considered by the
USSR a# part of ¢he Ukrasine, which are now incorporated into
the Seviet Union.) From the organizational poiat of viet
the KPZU was part of the KPP,

A

In 1931 the pelice arrested many mamhera of the

‘KC (cart-al Copmittes.) MNiss BORN, who wae = liaieon massen-
- g6r with the KC and FERSZT and EWIATEKGWSKY Franciszek were

also arrestied. After a few months, Mice BORN was released on
bzil =nd escaped to BERLIN. In Mey 19352 the secvetariat of

- the XKC XPP was in BERLIN., It consistsd mainly of the minority

faction members, and Mise HRORN (2 "majorite”) was in touch
with STEI¥ only, a "majorite" as well. She was told to 20
to ths U35R. She boardsd & Sovist ship ian HAMBURG and on 22
June 1332 she disembarked in LENTHGRAD, where she remainsd
for two daye, snd then weoni to MOSCOW. Kere she reportad to
the Polish section of the Komintorn, whioh asction was headed
et that time by LEESKI or CZARNY. BRUFOWA Stefsnis, who is

’ A Y
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now in Poland, aoted as secretary. Miss BORN.obtained a
"pass® (putiowka) to a health resort on the Black Sea shore,
wherefrom she rsturned to EOSCOW after a time, and started
to work with the Polish section of the Partizdat (Partiynoye
Isdatelstvo,) which was publizhing Party literature in all
languages in use in the USSR. She werked there until 1933,
#hen in 1934 the Polish ssction of the Partizdat was wound

~-up, Miss BORFN obtained an editorial job with the "Inrab."

"Inrsb" is an abbrsviation of -the "Izdatelstvo
" Inostreannych Rabochikh® (Foreign Workers Publishing House.)
The Polish section of thes "Inrad™ was headed by WEBER Jozsf
{real name SZFAJDER) who was srrested later on, when YAGODA
was the ohief of the NK¥WD, and spent five years in CZIBIU
cemp. WEEBER is now in Poland and werks as a journalist.
Azong the peopls whom Miss BORN met at that time in MOSCOW : .
were:

WARSKI;

STEIN #ladyslaw {cover name KRAJEWSKIj)

CICHOYSKI Kaszimiersg

#RZ03 (resl name EUBERMAY Stanislar;)

RYLSKI Ignacy with wife; -

WOLSKI Wladyslaw, who came to MOSCOW in 1934
and was soon arresied;

BERILH Anisk (in 1946 wes editor-in-chief of
nZycie Warssawy” and had another name’
in this capecity, BOROWSKI. He had an
elder broilisr who was liquidated = no
trace.)

Hise BORN worked with "Inrad® for about a yeers.

On 1 January 1935 she started to work with the ®Igogiz,” an- - ; .

other publisning house, this one for arts periodicals (emong :
them "SSSRE nz siroyke.") "IZogiz" stands for "Izdatielstvo o
Izobrasitelnykh Iskusiv,” later on “Iazdatelstvo Iskustvo."

Here she worked until 1938, whon she wse asked to resign for
pelitical ressons. These reasons were sxpleined to her con-
fidentially by the dirsotor of the "Izsgis," MALKIN Boris Fe- .
dorowlos. MALKIN was one of the first membarz of the Sociel
Revolutionary Party to side with the Eolgheviks., He wae s

friend of LENIN, fzom whom he obtained a written rocommends-

tion to be sccepied in the Bolshevik Fuxrty. He preserved the

lettsr carsfully, aand kept 1% ass a sacred relic. Thie did not

hslp him, for he was wltimately arriatod and liquidated.

The reesone for ﬁiva EOREH's diesmiseal were obvious.
Sha was ths only forsigmer with the "Isogiz,” she was net a

. member of the Sovist Communist Party, and the Polish Communist

Party (at that tims dissolved) was viewed by the Bolshevike ss
a oraols of Hationaliset znd Farcist slsments. She oould have

(over)
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been arrested sny time by the NKWD. Her precence at the
"Izogis" was embarrassing to her superiors who might be
called by the NKWD to account for keeping a foreign spy
in such an imporiant institution. HMise BORN resigned.

It should bs kept ia nind thet this happened
aftar two events of decisive importance to all Comamunistis:
the firsi was a general screaning, cslled "chistka" (purge)
which stsrted in 1933, lasted for a ocuple of yeare and
was fellowed by e géneral conirol {eheck) of Party doocuments
("partdokumenty;") the second wae the great pnrao arranged
by Y&GOD& and then by his suocessor YEZHOw,.

The general screaning (“ohiatka“) wae an all-out

operaiion, in whioh 100 per cent ef Party members were check-

ed anéd rechecked as to their politicel and personsl peast,
views, deviations, mistakes, charscter etc. A4 screaning com-
missien ("komisja po chistke") wes appointed to deal with the
operation on the All-Union scele, with territorisl respective
conmissions dealing with the Job in eities, villages, factories,
institutions etec. Almoet every evening members of the Party
gathered %o listen to a2 detalled description of the life,
family oonditicnz etc. of 2 given number of comraces. The
attendences ai these mestings was obligstory. It was every-
body'e right and duty f¥o add o the sketch outlined by the
“gulprit" sverything what was omitied by him for obvious
reasons, or what was not omitiied, but constituted a pure in=-
ventien intended to harm him. 4n eppertunity had been given
for seitling personal acoountsz, and there were exceptions which

" would not tske advansage of it. Everybody was. very careful

not to dimclose the day when his own turn would come befors
soreaning comnission for hie mistakes, deviations, and even
for faemlly guarzrels; for nothing was sscret or private, and
the confzesion had to be full. Not enly Party members took
part in tusss msatings {they hed to be pressnt.) Hon-Party

- people werse aliowed in, and they were rather zealous in com-
‘pleining against any Perty man with whom they had quarrslled
- at one or othsr occeeion. They were careful not to miss the

nogting at which e given Party momber wasz sorsansd. The oper-
antion was carried on in the whols oouniry; many people wers
expelled from the Farty, many arreste {ollowed. To mark the
end of the operation, ths All-Unien Ssreaning conmilnian was

“arrested.

Anether operation, "provierks psrtdokumentov®, the
check of Party documents was embaried upom, and it lasted
another couple of years. Lifs stotches (written,) sll writ-
ings, spesches, sto. wers eubmitiisd agein end ohecked at the

Party haadqueriere. If sverrything was sll right, new Party

identity 0ardd were issued, i7 pot srrest warranis were made

- out.
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Miss RORN was soresned as g member of the Polish
Party. Shs did not conseal her “majority" deviation (called
by the Stalinists "nationalist deviation,”) for the "minority"
members ware present, and would remind her of her mistekes.
She admitted her "fsuli," and was not szpallade

=
=
E
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b
3
%
.
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These two opsrations, as well as the great purge
which followed, causesd a suddsn stop of velunteers to the
Party. During the soresaning-peried no admi:csions of new men-
bers were allowed, and after the great purge nobody wanted
any more t¢c bscome a Party member. Party authorities started
to appoint "voluntesrs." Young peopls were called by Party
officials and advised to apply for membership.

Ay
#*

SAE F i Ty

When Miss BORN left the "Isogiz" she could not
find work for about six monthe, during which time she lived
by selling her foreign drecses and the rest of her possessicna. .
Once she spplied for a post as librarian at an experiméntal
botanical station deep in the country. She waa prompily ac-
cepted, for there were no voluntesrs for a post outside MOS-
CO¥, and eaked to f£ill in the aspplication forms. HNext day
she was told that there w:s no vacancy any more. Apparently
the head of the personnsl office read that she was Polish,
und did not want s foreign "ssboteur" in his inatitution.

Evsntually Miss BCEN fcund a job as 1owast clerk
(#shohetovod") in the finamcial seotion of a cosmetica fac-
tory. She workaed there for about two weeke, fell ill, and
was dismigsed again. : t

(!9;;: Eisl BORE had no contact 7ith members of the Polich
section of the Kominierm, with the sxceptiion of “a woman,
wife of Mieoszyslaw EHRLICE, since 1935. In 1938 slmost ‘.
all of them were slraady under srrest.) ;

= In Jmary 1939 a meeting of the Plenum of the ~ .
C.ntral Committee of the WKP{b) took place, at mhich it was
found thet ths. wavee of arrests which had flooded ths countxy
had done much harm to the Party and tc the national economy.
The chief of the NKVD =as aow BZRIi, and he wae ordered to
velease from the prisons snd cenmps all those who were not
yot sentsnced and to review previous santences. A1l Party
organizations at factories and institutions wers ordered to
call back sll those smployeee who had bsen fiz@d during the
grest purge. Az a result, s limited number cf prisoners were
a9t free; and s limited number of sentences reviewad.

¥iss BORY was eniled by the Party organization ssec-
ratary of the "Imrab” and invited %o woxk agein. She scoepi-
ed resdily, snd was given ths post Qa un editor at ths photo
laboratory of the Publishing House. This editing of photo-

{over)
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graphs consisted of a thorough’ check of every negative and : :
liquidating on the negative those who had elready been lig- o
didated by the NKVD, When it was possible, the faces were : S
not srased, but changed by adding either s moustache or a
beard er spectacles. Photos representing single people,
arrested by the FKVD, were simply thrown out. There was
zors troubls with group photographs, especially those with o
STALIF in the group, for they had to be changed very careful- ae

"1y, 80 e not to lsave any trasce of retouching. If happened :

sometimes that a group photograph was found in order, and

put in the file, only to be removed next day and "retouched,"
for during the preceding night the NKVD had arrested some-
body who was on the photo. It is known to Mise BORN that ah.
album representing the history of the Rad ATmy was worked on
for years and has never been published, because of constant
changes necessary becauee of trequtnp arrests of high offi-
(1. b of : 1

: Mizs BORN worked at this photo laboratory for sbout
three months. She was released again for the same ressons a8
it was the case at the "Izogisz." She was again unemployed. f
for some time, then she obtained an editorial job with the State
Diotienary Publishing House (Gosudarstvennoye Izdatelstvo Slo-
varey.) ; : : VA
i - ~  She kad to edit a Polish-Russian dictionary which
had been prspared by a Folish woman from XIEV - s "Kiev Pole."
"Kiev Pole" was a nicknale or a dssignation of a category of
Soviet - Polss who had lived in ihs USSR long enough to forget
their mother tongus. - There mere meny, sonmatimes humorous mis-
takss in the voecabulary. -

: After having finished her job, Miss BORN was iranc-
ferred to the Folish seotion of the Fersign Langusges Publish-

ing House(Izdetelstvo Literatury ne Inostrannikh Jazikalkh,) :
‘whioh section was hesaded then by a womaa ROZWADOWSKA, incident-

e2lly s YKisv Pols." This sestion wess newly crested and Miss
BORK was ite Tizst smployee ter ROZWADOWSKA . Other employ-
eas Joined &oom:

' MIETROWSKI Mieczyslaw, a Jew from BIALYSTOK, who

is new one of the depsuty ministere of
Publis Security in Poland; 2

HODZELEWSKI Zygmunti, who at thet itime stl1ll used
his cover name FISCHER, snd who had been
relogsed from the MOSCOY prison after
YEZEOW'e fell, after serving two ysars
and ; -

KRAUZE, who i# now im WARSAW and works with the
Puhliah&?g Bevse "Ksisska.™

The firet book which Mies EORN had to translate

wa®s DYMITROV'as Collsction of .ritings znd Speechass againset :

(cvar)




HEITLER. She went to a resort place in the Caucasus and worked
there on the translation. She was not yet in the middle of
the book when the RIBBENTROP-MOLOTOV pact of August 1939 was
made public. She knew that the book would not be published

a2t that time. She finished hurriedly and carslessly the
translation, returned to MOSCOW, =snd submitted the work. She
wae teld, as snticipated, thati ths dook would not be publish-
sd, =and was pald the full remuncration for thetranslation.

~  Tobody checked the correctness of the tranalation.

Hiaa BORE remained at the Foraign Leanguages Publish-'
_ing House until the outbreak of the Russo-Germsn was in June
1941. Among other things she was assigned, together with
MODZKLBISKI. the translation of some writings of MARTY (!)

imong the employees of the Polish Seotion there
‘were in KOSCOW at that time:

RA?ALDISI& Barbars, whose husbend was murdared
at KATYN;
DANISZEWSKI Tadeues (rsal name Dewid KIRSZBAUM,)
y * later on dirsotor of the ?arty Schocl
: in LODZ; y
QCHAR Edwsrd - ceme from LWOW in 1940; :
KASHAN Leon, at present chief editor of the PZPR
paper "Trybuna Ludu", who had worked
5 with the Kemintern , and lived at
!? .- the Luxj
: DZIEBZYxSKL - widow of USIERZYNSKI Feliks - she
was entrustod with the Folish sditing
of ths "short Course of History of '
the WEKP{b)." TFor the air of import-
ence she gave hereelf she was called
"gdowas im. Dsierszynekiego”, an expres-
eion fonciing en instituition wvhich she
considozed herselfl to be, "Dzierazynski
. Widow" (just like Rockefeller Founda-
tiun or similar.) .

: The la't two wers free lancers at the Polish SQQtion.
and nontribatud only occasionally. -

Whea the SnvietmGsrman waa broke out on 22 Juns 1941,
sics EORF was in MOSCOW, 311l working with the Polish seotion
cf the Foresign Langusges Publishing House. On the next day,

' Pon 23 June 1941,she wae callsd %o the Polish section of the

¥0SCOW Radio] which section wae pileced together on the| same day
anéd irn a hurry. The chief of this ssction wes DANISZEWSKI, Pro-
grems started on the same day sad ocontinued unt¢il November, when
the ssotion was evecuvated to KU?BYSHB?

Azong others, %the followinz people iorkad iith the

(over)
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Polish Seotion of the MOSCOW Radie:

wilhelm BILLIG (later on director, "Folskie
, : Radio"s) :
Hilary MINC, and his wife Juliaj
Hanks WIERBLOWSKA (wife ‘'of WIERBLOWSKI;)
Juliusz BURGIK (later on chief of foreign
service in the UB sad Ambse-
: : sador to Chinsj)
~ Jersy BAUMRITTER (later on head department,
: - Ministry of Information and
director of the Institute for
Foreign Affsirs with the MSZj)
as wgll as free lenders:
Jersy PUTRAMEENT; -
Stefan JEDRYCHOWSKI {who worked also at the
' editerisl office of the "Nowe
Widnokregi® periodicel;)
Jergy PANSKI (litersry director of the “Nowe
_ . Widnokregi®j)  and :
GALAJ Julian, 4 :

#hen the Germsns approached MCSCOW, and the situa-
tien was very dsngerous, both PUTRAMEKT and.JEDRYGEOWSXI weras
muoch efrsid that they would be called to the "defense guard

' of MOSCOW", end were very anxzious to get out of XOSCGOW as soon

ag pessible. They succeedsd ih doing B0 s day ghead’ of the
evaousztion plan. They left behind the provisione for the
journey sad boarded the first train {hey occuld find a placs
Olle i ; ; :

¥iss BORN wae evacuated to ENGELS, former capital,
of the German iuionomous Republic, and worked there with the
Foreign Langusgee Publisghing House {again) until late spring
1942, when she returned to MOSCOW. :

© Tp 1943 Miss BORY obisined from Wendas WASILEWSKA of
tne Union of Poliech Patriote (ZFP,) a letter of recommendstion

. to the BERLIN irmy Fhere she went together with P3ZCZOLKQWSEI

end SIEDLECKI. She worked in turn as ohief trenglator, educa-
tional officer of the lst Infsntry Rogimeni, chief chromicler
(she succseded SZENWALD Luclsn, who was killed in sotion later

" on,) end sventuslly in LUBLIN shc wae omployed with the Press

ené@ Propeganéa Department under CCEAE Edward.

' . ¥rom LUBLIN she went to LODZ, where she was editor
of & pmpsr “Swietlica" - s soxrt of guids for gducationel in-
structore. 3

Aftar the war ehe wmzs sssigned a Job with the.

(over).
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Polish Repatriation Mission at MilMO, where she worked for
three months only, as there wae mo mors work left after the
Swedes completed the transports of FPeles to Poland. :

She was then gziven.s job at ome of the Polish
diplematic poste in Scandinavia. Twice she was on leave in
Poland, on both occasions for a few months, in 1946 and 1947.

g 7 End.




