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THE SIXTH DAY OF THE WEEK
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-+ Under the Soviet educational law which was Passed in Decem=-
ber 1958,1 a major role was allotted to the sehools Ffor working
and rural youth, in’ which adolescents already in the labor Torce
are encouraged to obtain a secondary education in their free
time. It was even then made plain that an incentive, in the shape
of time off from work, was to be provided =o that the plan shoufa
appeal as widely as possible to potential students. Article 4(a),
of the law stated that:

{ "to create the necessary conditions for students in

'(‘ne%ening (shift) general secondary schools, the USSR Coun-
¢il of Ministers shall establish a shorter working day or
a shorter working week for persons successfully pursuing
a program of studies without taking time out from produc-
tion. " ' i
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This clear statement of the USSR's intention to forego a
broportion of adolescent labor in order to achieve a higher sduca=- -
tional standard has now been expressed in concrete and specific 4
form by an edict of the Ministry of Bducation of the RSF3R, which
‘was published in Pravda, on 21 November 1959 {see Appendix below). -
Presumably the other republics will follow suit with a similar »
decree before long.

The decree provides for a five-day work week, instead of :
the usual six days, for pupils of the 9-11th grades of the schoold
for working youth and the secondary correspondence schools. Cne
working day, or the corresponding number of hours per week, is
al gtted to education. In 1958 there were 2,200,000 pupils in : 3
th& chools for working and rural youth,2 but it is planned to e 8 ~
have 4,800,000 of them in 1965. For purposes of calculation, 3
therefore, a figure of 3.5 million pupils might be selected as _ g
the average in these schools during the 7-year plan, on the as- 54
sumption that the plan will be fulfilled in the main. :

Pupils of the 9th-~llth grades in rural and correspondence
secondary schools are allotted two days off a week, or the equiva~
lent number of hours, by the decree. But there is’a qualifying
clause stating that normally pupils will not be allowed to take
more than a total of 36 days off in the course of a year., It

IPravda and Izvestia, December 25, 1958; Back§¥ound Informa—~

tion, 12%h March 1959 "Ehrushchev and the School Reform", p. 10.

QI.A, Kairov, Izvestia, December 24, 1958, %ﬁggground Informa-
tion, 20th February 1959 "Education as Seen by e Supreme Soviliet'.
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6& PRIVILEGES FOR THOSE WHO WORK AND STUDY e

F & _ ; :
Pravde, : | ' .
November 1959 .

Tass

. The Soviet state displays great solicitude for those who

study without taking time off from production. In accordance

with the decree of the Council of Ministers of the USSR "On

establishing a shorter work day or a shorter work week for

those successfully studying without taking time off from pro-

duction in Schools for Working and Rural Youth, evening (shift

or seasonal) and correspondence secondary general schools", S5
. the NMinistry of Education of the RSFSR has issued a decree. R

It states that pupils in the 9-11th grades of the Schools
for Working Youth and secondary correspondence schools will
now work not 6 but 5 days a week during the educational year.
One working day, or the corresponding number of working hours
(where the working day has been shortened in the course of the
week) is allotted to general education. For those who study
in the 9-11th grades in the Schools for Rural Youth and secondary
espondence schools, 2 working days or the corresponding num-
ber of working hours (where the work day is shortened in the
course of the working week) are allotted for the same purpose.
The wages of pupils during the time off from work are to be
paid at the rate of 50 per cent of the average wage at their _
basic place of employment, but not less than the established B
minimum, =
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In the course of the school year pupils in the 9-1lth
grades of these schools will be released from work for not
more than 36 working days or the corresponding number of work-
ing hours.,

Managers of enterprises, building sites, institutions and
organizations have the right to grant pupils of the 9-1lth grades
in these schools an additional 1-2 days off from work per week
(where this does not harm production) without pay. :

During the graduation exams for the 1lth grade, pupils
udhp receive an additional leave of 20 working days with pay
at their main place of employment based on their tariff rate
or rate of pay. :



