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: 'I‘he ';'?oli_sh ' i.e 1gue I.I‘n" BERI;“:- -

somzcx BERLIN & "Anaccount of tha neeting of the m_:a:.nr

‘and poor Polish colony'forlnrn 1n.3EHLIN,:Ihich reté‘z
nationalacamnnnity and traditionn againat all.odﬂa.'

.H~we find ourselvas 1n an eleuentary schooli where _
;the Polish community of BERLIN has rented a classroom for
1,20 DM per hour for the ‘purpcse of holding its monthly

~ meeting. Although. the meeting has been announced for 1930
- hours, the first people ‘begin arriving at 1900 hours. As
. the chairman s bell sounds -- the position of chairman

" has been held for years by. Karl SIERAKOWSKI who ‘hes ltvad
. in Germany for fifty years — the benches are already fully

i occupied.
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. One_ia'struck by the fact that.among the fifty people
. present at the meeting today /the league members number about
__seventy in all/, the overwhelming majority ere women. When
. one looks around one sees for the most part old, care-worn
 faces, hands which have known hard work, women between fifty
- and seventy years/ of age who came to Germany nearly half a
. ‘century ago. Theylhave lived here almost their whole life,
'-hare they have born their children, many have been widowed
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g'-and live now: an very gcanty pensi ons. All of these '

~ women have not forgotten their homeland, however,

~and f£ind much consolation at tuese monthly gather-
1ngs._!nat of them still picture Poland in their - e
mdndvsﬁaye jnst as it was when +hey left is% yesr~ agoa A

: Fext to me ‘eits a woman who 1ooka eztraurd*fa“ie?*f
13 young among the others. And sure snough, she does
‘belong to the ycunger ganewa*ion ‘¢f BERLIN FPoles, @lu i
though <he herself is a mother of two children, She was -
~ bornm here and attended school herd; buf she still cen .
“1:anamher'the'glorious ‘time of the Polish colony, hnforei_-‘
tbs ~Hitler regime put a top 0 the act‘vg/life of tha M e
e e T 5 e e e :
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Hex Po ltsh 13 simple,_but for aomeane who Bas oo
gean.th& hnmelan¢ for short visits e few times 1n T
: y good. She is a mexber of the $hi- -
_heping to be able to regaln Tt o
tells me that the cholr is prouﬁ =
will_ oon celebrate the tbirtenth

he tipavbfLmuazc tney Gme fcm
learne: that heirfrepertory conaia«s pxi-

o ,conatantly confronted by a. ﬁro

" insolusble at the moment: the prablem of the matnrial

- means which would help the organization to get on iy

. feet. They have practicaliy no funds at all- They are not
even in a position to ask for more than: nM 0,50 per month

. membership dues, two-thirds of waich goes 10 the ga“e"al

2 traaaury in weat Germany, leavinp only o“u~§hivu, or almee’

/ﬂar“’-




_ - Ttem No.1068
2 par s e A et AL <

_fnothizg 1n their own treaaury.fj"

T S One repeatedly heare vo:cea saying, 'could nct
. the American-Polish community help us...?* The magic
-~ woprd "LOSDON" is often repeated. "LONDGN," the go?orné
- ment, the treasury.“ these are the gleama ‘of hepe. with
~ ~ which the membhers bf the Polish 1eague mutually enuoara-
,;“_gs each other,.'f : o _ : e

; o At the 1ast meating voieea were raised pronneing
, -the founding of a Polish 1ibrary. Hany—people spoke en-
= thuslastically in favor of this but no one could suggest
' by what means the books could be procured. The propcsal
o - waa put into the minutes of the meeting and remains for _"
. . ."f_-the preeent one of the any excellent pl&na of the gronp.

Son The main part of the maeting was: devoted to the :
”;r_memory of the great victory of Jan SOVIESKI in YIEHHA b4 ERE e
" the year 1683, the 270 anniversary of which was celebreted
' in September 1953. After the reading aloud of a memnrial .
;;easay, -which had been sent to the BERLIH-Pblee from the
 West German haadqnarters of the league, the room became
*Hvery lively. Each person reactéd in his own fashion; it
was a pleasure to observe the way this page out of Pollah
piatorj wag greeted with the same interest and perticipq
ation &s. every other Polish probiem,_ : S

= A discuasion developped over the outrageous in;ustice A
of the claim that not SOBIESKI, but rather Prince EUGEN was =~
the savior of VIENNA and thus the savior of Chrisisndom from
the Turk heathen, The latter version was allegedly taught =
in the German schools and many of the Poles living in Ger- mn
many in their youth had so learned it in their history clas-., T
ses, All ‘those present, however, regardless of hov, if at
all, they had learned history, seemed I0 be proud »f the
Polish king who had saved Furope from the pagan invaders,

For all of them, whether young or old, are deeply religinua AL
Catholics, who are bound together not only by their Polish S
rigins hut also by their common faith. -  3 2 :‘; i

. " It was touching to observe what a unique a*moaphere : et
. the reaction of & little old isdy to the reading of the - L
xfﬂ_QSsay about the old event of histery aroused in the room. . :
~ The elderly lady pulled a song out of the deep recesses of
* : _ /more/
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_'a song whrch Ehe h.a.l stmg as a. h'i‘i'é—'_ in
' OBIESKI; She eniled to hergelf Bnd

_ e began to sing the little on ;

a -ew other voices jcined in and 8D
*hapa more expressive tri} :

ous. victory thgn.mang_wvrd eould‘
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