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MUNICH, 19 February 1968 (CAA) -- Under the title nparewell To
i Dr. Janez Pacuka == Matija peckovic Answers M. Protie " the
Gida Belgrade weekly_Svet of January 27 published a letter'to the
readers by lMatija Beckovic, 27 Béckovic [ﬁech-ko—vicg7 in July
1967.counageously raised his voice against the leaders of the
IBelgrade TV. and Radio atationa,‘accusing“them of-treating him
unjustly. Beckovic ridiculed,the claim made that he and two of
Qia friends were CIA agents. After two Serbilan guthors, Be
; ?rncevic [ﬁsrn-che-V1cg7 and D, Radovic were accused of’making
' TV programs following CIA instructions, Beckovic said: "I con-
sider the programs that Crncevic and Radovic have:presanted on
TV to have been high points. If what is peing said about the CIA
is really true€, then 1 propose tnat this efficient service be
engaged agaln for our TV programs SO tnat we can see gsome thing
good.ie" yiodrag Protic 1s & dogmatically—minded Serbian author

; . with 7hdanovite ijdeas. \

//fl'—-_.———-—__ S MDA =T . S SR S N --.--;'.7___”——-'. I -
- Dear readers, e (1€ :
| : A \ _
You will not read srticles b rw. Janez Pacuka in this

. ) . column any more. This is the lest ones e

Dr. Janez Pacuka does not exist. I chose this_pseﬁdonmm :
becgqae_of those who' were annoyed by my real name.

Under my full name I am saying good-bye to my column and S
to my pseudonyme. ,

This decision was prompted by & contribution in Belgrade

' - Radio Cultural News Broadcast on Janusry 23, which also dealt with

3 this column, The full text of that contribution can be resd on
this page. 1bs author is editor of Belgrade Radio, Miodrag Protice

1 am not doing this because of Miodrag Protic, but becausge..:
of those who enabled him to judee me and litersture from such &
place, in such 2 proadcast, from such positions, with such
arguments, and at this moment, and with such freedom.

. It is unbelievable that similar obsolete, defeated, con=_
‘.' demned and ridiculed views of literature and ert ere oresented 28 the
official attitude of Belgrade Radio. ] :

i 1 withdrew in face &f that fact.
 Miodrag Protic ig not guilty. He has betrayed,_inaulted ¥
accused and dghonoured 1{terature meny times, because 3t seemed
to him,when frightened, that he would thus prove his loyalty. .
Those who had accepted him took full responsibility for stupldity"
. of that humbleness. They are to blame. :

When 1 was still a child, Miodrag Protic had troubles .
pecause of nolitical attitudes for which he 1s sccusing me toda%;dm
"{ am innocent even today, and Miodrag Protic is seeking ref

his own memory and remorse. 10 S&Ve his soul he 1s sacrificirg me,

Miodreg Protic wrote and told millions of listeners:
" Beckovic himself sticks to an experience which sees all the
of this world in living revolutionaries.“ :

g5 Miodrag Protic lies. 1 did not write what he alleged I did.
Belgrade Radio anmounced his 1ie to its audience and I retreat

, "1 See RFE Research paperl ngerbian Poet settles Accouﬂts With
Leaders of Belgrade TV and Radio," 26 July1967, by Se8e

Joiisy s 2.;Knjizevne.novine, Belgrade, 22 July 1967s L CP7o)
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before this kind of support of lie and slander,

Miodrag Protic has to date condemned works by'many

writers, sterting with Jovan Skerlic, through Dane
1litic¢al orimes

and insigni
h will outliyp

~ Aleksandar Popovic, for serious po

State and -the nation, Anomymous, untalented,
Miodrag Protic is enabled to slander values whic

him and his backbiting.

Many writers have been executed

" which Miodrag Protic cultivates in the

news broadcast by his blind fear not to
which must compromise every freedom.

I do not court my society o
I am not frightened, I am not afraid of
not afraid of asking, I am not afraid

Miodrag Protic
of others. :

The whole world 1iterature abounds in o

doubts, indecisions, the tragic nature
which Miodrag

. of all meditations which deal with revolutiona

fice. and true sense of struggle. Had

pagefrom Homer

found so disgusting in my article.
There im no really good ook

politically good by the shameful, vulgar,

mediaeval standards used by Miodrag Protic.
ga pessimis

Miodrag Protic is reason for bein
tragic books, .

Miodrag Protic is a metaphor.
mankind has been fighting against s

A Miodrag Protic exiled
pPetar Kocic into an asylum,'dismissed

which can b
jlliterate,
Mere existence of
t and for writing
n = et

Zaje to .
against the
ficant

on the small guillotine
Belgrade Radio daily
he mistaken, the fear.

ut of fear and gervi
expressing doubt

1lity.

s, 1 am

bl

of not knowing something
and of not understanding, I am @ mat. '

tg fear should not venture to jud

ge freedom :

uestions, dilemmas,

of human existence. Thoughts

Protic ouotes from my article are mere commongleo 28
, ideals, heroes,

gacri-

he opened any book, or any

I

Ovid to a desolate island,
Djura Jaksic from se
pullet through Hﬁyakbvaky'a

to Oskar Davico, he would have read whet he

e described as

policing,

For many thousend yeers
imilar persons. -

Jiquidated Pilnak and Babel, shot 2
and arrested Theodorskis.
|

head, hanged Branko Miljkovic,
: In face of this

and in face of the supro
to save the goul of Matija Beckovic.

Thank YyOu.

kind of curriculum vitae ©
rt given to him,

Matija Beckovié

e

Janez Pacuka

(MoRE)

sent
rvice,

£ miodreg protic
s 18 withdrawing
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 M.PROTIC ON THE PLAY " CHE
( svet. Saturday, January

Belgrade Radio, in the daily news

GUEVARA "
27’ p020’ 001 )

hroadcast of January 23, 1968,

“announced a review by M. Protic of excerpts from the play " Che’
Guevara " which have ‘been published. s 4 :

R

In tzarist Russia the regime hed a
# A pevoluticnary is good only when dead .
revolutionaries aroused among the supporters of the regime, we

the column whose editor he

. this time he wrote about dead end 2

.should eee in the ouoted sentence an expre
experience of the latter, Mati ja Beckov
the latest issue of Svet reminded us O

\

i
n
i

femous aphorism -
" Wnen we know what a feer

ssion of bitter

e with his erticle in .
f thet old aphorism. In

is under the name of Dr. Janez Pacuka ,

1ive revolutioneries, leaving

no possibility to doubt that, in his . Lnion, only the dead
| are good, According Matija Beckovic, this is 80 beceuse
dead revolutionaries have remained faithful to their ideals

while the alive revolutionaries hev

deals with Che Guevara, but this wes only

producinga thesl'sthat 2 reviitionary

gh to see the vi

M. Beckovic called the text an excerpt of
the article jtself, it is only an ordinery
i1f it reelly were 2 play, whose characters

. shown in an excarpt but only in the whole

characteristic that Beckovic 3hoe2 for his
a text which ascribes total defestism to 2 guerrilla comrade of
Che GCuevara, Che's companion addresses Che
did not allow him to live long enough to seeé freedom which has

disillusioned many fighters for freedom, " In 8 long monologue
ter of fect, lends his own words .

Matija Beckovic, as & mat

thoughts to that cc@panion of Che Guevara

ave dead now really fought for their people, Those who are

: 1iving - fight for themselves , :

b Guevara's executioner: w You knew that it
to survive. Thank you for Killing him.

e betrayed them. The ar*icle

an incentive for

deserves respect only if

ctory of the revolution.
the drema, butb, judging
newspaper article;

and viewpoints cannot be

work, 1t 18 never

colunn in the newspeper .

1g executioner : " You

« " Only those who

nim to sell his honour cheaply. n pPeckovic adds to this rhetoric the

philosophy: n Jife is an

animal category

. It has compromised

all the ideals, 14 has corrupted all the idees, it has betrayed
every single aim, Many heroes who outlived :

succumbed to 1ife. "

There afe revolutiona.ries who have
ss the author points out, but can it be a

that life is simply an

moral’ principle has Matija Becko

thelr heroic deeds

n succumbed to life ",
reason for agserting

animal category? In the name of what
vic, contrary to the highest

ethic obligetion that _revolutionaries should gonstantly provide

more evidence of their reve

lutionary snirit, — and 2 me jority

(ePTo)
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a F-I‘s. I‘ij_
g 4
of revolutionaries does 1t really - apoeared with his general
disouslificetion ? : :

These ideas, very disme) in essence, are not, however,
Beckovic's discovery. On the eve of Genersl Franco's rebellion
cgainst the Spanish Republican Government, a follower of him
shouted: " Long live death n, Many people only saw &n unusual
paradox in these words, but a great Spanish philosopher ,Miguel
de Unamuno, an aged man at that time, noticed thet the slogan
sounded morbid and foreworn thaet it meent the eclipse of
humenism which hes had a long tradition in Spanish culture. Who
would heve said t hat after more then thirty years our writer
would give us a similer exampd? of eclipse ?

Many sre inclined to see mere eccentricity in Matija . :

Beckovic's articles; but this eccentricity has its moral and \‘-‘;
_ ideologicel voints, The point in this erticle is clear: rvolutionaries

should die as soon as possible; they are pood only when dead,

In the latest contribution to his regular column Matlje Beckovic

presented 2 thesis~ 2gainst human experience from a stendpoint -
- which can only be wmaidd 2s agnosticism, and which is, sccording

to that, not only opposite to the spirit of socizlism but i

also opprosite to that of entire modern sciencet = decording

to him, experience is only a burden j it is only _hprnful, \

instead of being useful. In this most recent srticle, hovever,

Peckovic, in turn, associates himself with en experience,

the experience sccording to which 211 the evil. of this world

is derived from living revolutionaries. :



