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 LEVOCA AIR PLANE DISASTER BLAMED ON FAULTY IGNITION

‘SYSTEM.

SOURCE SALZBURG: A 33—yea.r-old mechanie who E in

DATE OF OBSERVATION' May 1956.

ENGLISH SUHHARY*' A member of the National Secnrity Corpa Alr
Police who participated in the investigation concerning the
airplane disastermear LEVOCA, reportedly stated to his friend
that the accidenf was caused by a total failure of the igni-
tion fystem. Subsource allegedly overheard the conversation.
EVALUATION COMMENT: This highly" intereating information is
reported for the first time., ’

| On January 201956, Radio PRAGUE announced the
January 18 crash of a Czechoslovak aircraft in the vicinity of
the Slovak town LEvoL‘A, causing the death of 22 people and
seriously injuring four others. On February 21 1956 it was of-
ficially announced that the crash was caused "by the collision
of the aircraft with a balloon sent over Czechoslovak territory

" by American organizations, from bases in Western Germany." The

oraeh was also subject of diplomatic notes; the latest one was
gsent by the Ozeohoelovak Government to the US Government on
June 20 1956. > G :
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