TRANSLATED EXTRACTS FROM THE GERMAN OF ISTVAN BIBO'S
MEMORANDUY. PUBLISHED IN THE VIENNESE NEWSPAPER "DIE
PRESSE" (8 September 1957) UNDER THE TITLE:

"A PROPOSAL FOR THE SOLUTION OF THE HUNGARIAN FROBLEM™S/

1/ The Hungarian text is not yet available.
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NOTE IN *DIE PRESSE" ON “THE HISTCIY OF THE DOCUMENT®

"The memorandum was written by ISTVAN BIBO, Minister of State in
the IMRE NAGY Govemment and a former University Professor, who is
now in a Budapest jail, Mr. BIBO was a leader of the strongly left-
ist "National Peasant Party". The fact that the document was
written by a man who even today is a Socialist and who is languishing
in Kadar's jail, makes it significant.

The document was, on the request of the author, secretly given
to a diplomat of a neutral Asiatic country. Mr. BINO has requested
that the content of his memorandum be brought to the attention of the
world in the hope that his four point programme might serve as a basis
far the solution of the Hungarian problem. Mr, BIBO hopes that the
Soviet statesmen would be ready to discuss the problem on the basis of
his four points. He thinks that his memorandum expresses the wish of
the Hungarian people aad that it might show a way for a democratic
solution without hurting the basic Soviet interests,

The memorandum, which was written a few months after the revolu-
tion, reached "DIE PRESSE" from a reliable source. Its tuthenticity
has been checked. Since the memorandum represents importwnt material
on the eve of the discussion of the Hungarian Question in the G.A.,
"DIE PRESSE" was glad to publish this cocument - although tiie paper
does not identify itself with all statements of Mr., BIBO®
ing that the translation of this difficult text was very huriied, "DIE
PRESSE" apologises for its grammatical inequality." ,



JEXT_

” Hungary's situation is a Western scandal. For nearly tem years
the Western world has stated that the countries of Eastern Europe did
not ,want the one=party system which was introduced by the Soviet Union
and that these states oppose this system. TFor nearly ten years the
population of these countries cherishes the hope that one day there
will be arother govermment foxm that will be selected by themselwes,
The “est has not promised them that in their interest they will start

an atomlc war neither has the West asked these pecple to resort thought-
lessly to arms, They were nevertheless encouraged to believe that
should the world situation and the resolute action of these people make
it possible, the Western world would use its full economic, political
and moral strength to help them to resolve their problem,

{ .
. The Hungarian Rewolution created all the prerequisites and the
legal title for such a world action, But later it became a fashion
for those on the right and those on the left to regret the senseless
swing which far surpassed the dimensions of the Polish action, But
this regret is illogical because this is a relationship between the
Polish and Hungarian situation. The Hungarian events shocked Poland
and made it possible for Poland to keep political developments under
control. Besides the Hurngarian Rewolution broke out mot as a result
of its own unreason but because of the obstinacy and blcodthirstiness
of the regime, This rewolution, although not prepared and orgamised
in adgance, was in fact only an answer te the brutality of the regime,
and was surprisingly calm, human and moderate, If subsequently the
revolution was shown to be hopeless, this hopelessness was not because

it wvas senseless but because it was abandoned,

dhe fallure of the big Powers.

It is possible that in Fastern Europe there may be another and
greater revolution than the Hungarian cne, with more arms, more f
and more sacrifices, tut it is improbable that there will be cne with
such strong legal, political and moral justification to help it get on
the agenda of world politics, The Hungarian Revolution swept away a
hated, oppressive bureaucratic dictatorship and agreed to the appoint-
ment of a convinced Communist to lead the new Govermnment., This man
was fully aware that the Communist Party was morally and politically
bankrupt., So he had to accept a parliamentary democracy, based on a
mglti-partyayttnandmfcroodtododmthntthomtrymldmt
belong to any military bloe,

Ihds was a clearly sufficient reason to call a conference of the
wrldhmnmtmlddfuonthoomhmdthenmmrymhu
to the Soviet Union, and on the other establish the independence and
freedom to Hungary. Instead of that, a dramatic discussion of the
Hungarian question has continued to rage before the General As
accompanied by solemn and ineffective resolutions that hurt the dignity
of the U.N. It is well-known that the power of the U.N. is only as
great as the five great Powers desire it to have and that without this

power the U.N, discussions consist only of big speeches and resolutions,
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In such cases it is not the U,N. which has failed but the sense of
responsibility and the moral power of the great Powers, co «

The most disastrous consequences for the West of the suppression
of the Hungarian Rewolution are that the propaganda and policy they
followed for ten years, whichws based upon fundamental and moral
principles, was not followed through as might be expected and there-
fore its honesty in the eyes of many people became questionable. ..

dbe_experizent of a pew road.

The Hungarian question also became a world-wide scandal for the
Cormunist camp. The leaders of the Soviet Union and of the Communist
ideclogy since 1953 tried with some success to obliterate the so-called
Stalinism from the Cormumist movement. After Stalin's death, his
successors tried to soften Stalin's political practices and following
the XXth Party Congress, they decided to discard some of his principles,
It was hoped that the Party would now be brought back on the road of
soclalism, Owing to the events in Hungary from the Ath November one
wards, these hopes were shattered. We d not know the motives of the
Soviet Undon for its step against Hungary. Vhether it was due to a
political appraisal of the situation created through the Sues affair,
due to fear resulting directly from the situation in Hungary, is
matter of speculation, One thing, however, is sure: if the Hungarian
dtmﬂmhdhmanmdtomptmly,itmldhmm
that the revolution was not only harmless, but on the contrary, it could
have assisted the case for socialism,

revolution, mmhumumuw the
m&ﬁm-mmbotwmmmﬁmﬂmuq
on of the old regime, mtbntﬁotm,thm,
?:wkmmt::;tn:rtotmawﬂchmmm«um
large majori : only » but had also a marxiste

nﬂmthemluﬁmthemlhm a conservative restors
m«-wmorm(mm;muntu":mm)."m
groups, m,mmmadmmywm'bmﬂ

thtmtungdiwmyuuhfmum
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the Soviet tanks, Everything that followed was a timid attempt;

instead of an experiment the foundations of a structure were laid
which has no semblance to a social system with a promise for the
future, ¢ . «

The present Hungarian regime relied upon a bureaucracy which
is aware of its inferiority. This regime has lost its feeling of
security but it tries to caofend convulsively its positiomn, if
necessary by force. The regime knows its opponents, which come
mostly from among the youth and the productive intelligentsia.

In histary there have been many regimes which fought against
writers, workers and school-children, but none could achieve its
purpose and -~ this is important « none of them could be called
socialist ormwlutionary,

All these mistakes are lugged alorg by the Communist Party of
Hungary, the only Commnist Party which has made this fallacy,
The structure of all Communist parties consisted up to now of an
inward kernel of passionate, ideologically persistent men who were
willing to make sacrifices and of an energy of steel, This group
was surrounded by a less intelligent but nevertheless a
disciplined group of persons, and by many enthusiastic followers
who came mostly from the rank and file of the workers, Finally -
after the Commnist Party has taken over power -~ came the group o
opportunists and the bureaucrats who considered the Party as a
security for thelr existence.

Today in Hungary the centre of gravity of the Party has passed
over to the last group of opportunists and bureaucrats, The general
staff has narrowed to a sr.ll vanishing group, The enthusiastic
masses, especially the workers, have ceased to support the party.
There exists only one small centre consisting only of the despots of
the Party, of the Police and of the bureaucrats who are all worried
about their life and existence., A Commmnist Party with such a low
co-efficlent of party members from the working class has never
existed in the world up to now, ¢ « «

- T
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Ihe startiog point of a hope

Is the situation really so difficult and is there really no way
out from the political impasse that confronts the world following the
events in Hungary? No doubt, the present situation is very sad,

But as it is always with great histarical events, a balance has to be
drawn between the fact and the possibilities., The realization of
these possibilities depends on existing needs and also on the good-
will and the effort of everyone,

If we now try and strike a balance, then we can, I believe, reach
a more optimistic conclusion,

Hungary's revolution brought hopes to the “Jestern world, The
opposition inside of the East European countries and the emigrants
from those countries during the ten years have doubted as to the
abllity of these states to establish a well operating government
after the one-party system has been eliminated, It is a well-known
fact that these states, before the second world war, were submitted
to different kinds of social and national oppressions and to police
rule, Half of the emigrants left these countries in despair after
having lost the privileges they mreviously enjoyed while the other
half left their country seoking liberty in the Vest, Many estern
politicians and thinkers were of the opinion that South and -‘est of
a given line it would be hopeless to expect that true democratic
government could be achieved.as conceived by the West, Therefore,
it should be taken for granted that from Central Euwrope to East Asia
and from the Iberian Peninsula to South America, all the states lived
under a sort of strong or mild form of dictatorship and that they
would continue to do so in the future. The only differcnce was that
the leftists preferred a Communist system for their lands while the
rightists wished to have some sort of a conservative police state, . .

The events in Hungary and Poland and in the other Communi st
countries have shown that in these states there is an ardent desire
for liberty. And since this desire had never as yet been fulfilled,

the longing for it found its expression in a way that was unexpected
by the Western states,

The uprising has proved that those wanting a change were not only
the victims of the oneeparty system, but also the youth that had
up under this system., It must be accepted, therefore, that there was
no danger that the uprising could result in a restoration of the old
political and social order, It is well known among economists that
the misery of one people can infect and endanger another people that
is living under conditions of prosperity. This doctrine is applic-
abls also in the field of politics, Thus the Hungarian revolution
and the other movements of the East~Buropean peoples require the
Western wopld to shift its policy even though this is non-aggressive,
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The policy of the Western world should remain active and enterprising
and should be,without affecting their own economic and social
system, to win over the East European countries and the Soviet Umion
step by step in favour of a system of freedom that would reflect the

The Hungarian revolution was also significant - this might sound
strange - for as it gave some hope to world Communism, An examination
of the original causes of the Hungarian rewvolution and of the Polish events
will show that these movements sprang from the discord in the minds of the
Communist intelleg¢tuals and the Communist youth, ¢ ¢«

This discord manifested itself in tiree instances. First: the
Hungarians and the Poles demanded a form of government that would recoge-

nise the right to establish autonomous and independent organizations
within the state, free from the centralised and dictatorial executive
power. Second: they demanded that the truth be publicised in all
matters relating to the public spiritual life and opposed the power of
the Govermment to distort the truth for the sake of its own power,
Third: they demanded some economic independence as against the Govern-
ment's economic policy which while stopping the exploitation by private
capital, had, under the pretext of building socialism, deferred indefine
itely the improvement of the living standards of the population., They
were also agalnst this govermment policy which had given the power to
the state to exploit economically the people in a fashion similar to the
previous Canitalist system. . .«

The XXth Congress can be considered as the cradle of the
and Polish events by freeing important moral and spiritual forces,

The Hungaﬂmnmluummmmthathmuammtottb
tragedy by a "Third Way"., The “est possesses the technical science of
freedom, of parliamentary democracy based on rights. The West, by and
large was accepted certain universal ethics widch are the basis for the
operation of these liberties. The West accepts an economic system
which we call Capitalism, The main characteristics of this economic
system 1s free enterprise. For more than a hundred years this system
has been declared as doocmed to die, yet swprisingly from time to time,
it shows itself to be adaptable and efficient. However, Capitalism in
its present form, cannot satisfy certain principles of ethics, The
stumbling block is not the idea of a free enterprise but the fact that
Capitalism, not only preserves the social class of owners but also
because it makes possible the accumulation of great wealth which can
lead to brutality,(though legally disguised), to misuse of state power,
expropriation of common property, to corruption and to political
intrigue.

But the forces in a free society a.d though in peaceful social
reform are so strong that they are able - even if only slowly = to keep
under control the formation of mammoth properties, This means that in
the "est the poor slowly but surely become richer and the rich become
poorer,
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On the other hand, in Lhe former colorles and semi-colonial states
the granting of independence and the introduction of free enterprise
forces the masses, especially the peasantry, to become the inwoluntary
victins of the mammoth properties. In these states the institutions
of free enterprise and the parliamentary democracy ecasily becomes puppets
in the hands of the hig landowners, money-magnates and of corrupt poli-
ticians. In such states the poor become poorer and the rich richer,

In the Communist state not only wrre the large propertics nationale
ised tut also most of the small nroperties and all the so-called
"bourgecis® enterprises were suspended. This brought about an expansion
of the economic bureaucracy. The subjugation of the economic life to a
buresucratic power prcvents the ralsing of living standard of the masses
Just aus Capltalism outwits democratic control. The only plan that pro-
vides a solution is that of the neglected and often abused movement of
the radical peasants in Fastern Europe: This was the complete expro=-
priation of the big land holding and of the large industrial cnterprises
while glving recognition to the right of free enterprise within certain
prescribed limits, see

In the case of Hungary this could bethe only possible solution,
the more so because the expropriation of the big properties which was
carried out in the last ten years by all the political parties, became
a historical fact and nobody now thinks of reverting to the past. The
rewlution did not set such a reactlonary claim. Consequently the
Hungarian Communist Party has no standing and is morally discredited.

- The retention of 'a one~party system in a loose form seems impossible,
The only possible solution is the introduction of a multi-party system
and the re-establishmont of a constitubion that would retain all the
achievements of socialism, ,¢ «

Since the October events the retention of Hungary within the
Commmist bloc -« aside from military reasons and matters of prestige -
is more of a burden than an advantage. In addition the present Come
mmnist Government of Hungary must have an alarming effoct on the other
Commnist countries. One should also recognise that there are no
serious forces in Hungary which in the case of a sudden political
would drive the country towards a Capitalistic restoration. It is by
far more likely - and this could be secured by agreement - that Hungary
would remain in the camp of the socialist states,

Finally in Hungary there are political forces at hand who could
rely on the whole nation. They declared themselves as representatives
of fresdom as well as of socialiam, They are enemies of any restoration
of past systems, they are planning for a gradual diminution of the
inflated bureaucracy. They are far from belng anti-Soviet and do not
wish to transform the country into an anti-Soviet basis and they are well
aware of the power of the Soviet State.

This possibility of a compromiee would mean that in lungary, by
mutual guarantee of the West and the Soviet Union, a political and social

order could be established which might not fully satisfy both sides but
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wvhich would constitute the only nosaible solution of the problem, Should
the Powers who are interested venture to put this into effect, it could
soon wrove that 4t is not only without danger, but might also be a pattern
for the solution of problems in other areas. Such an approach might bring
to lizght hldden possibdlities which se med hopeless up to now becauss of
the strong differences between the EHast and the 'Jest, As in Poland, whers
the 'est and the East were anxiocusly awalting the outcome of the electioms,
in the same way Hungary could also show that she could produce results that

vould satisfy both parties. The giving up of the military positions in
‘ungary and the neutralisation of llunzary could only be advantageous

to the Soviet Union sheould the Soviet Union recsive certain guarantess cone
cerning the internal structure of Hungary and that the country would not be
transforned into an anti-Soviet basis. Wi;hd ;eg;rd 'm:o t.h; atx:z:gic

balance of power, a compromise solution cou e found, am

of Germmy because this problem from the military and social and political
standpoint 1s too large that it can be used in reference to Hungary., But

I suggest that Demmark, Norway and Iceland could be relisved under esrtain
conditions = of their membership in the North Atlantic Pact, thus permdt-
ting the mumber of states standing outside of military blocs on the one hand
in the North and on the other in the Panube plane, to be increased, Of course
the Northern states should remein within the capitalistic opbit Just as Hungawy
would rewalnm within the socialdst vorld,

From all this one can draw the conelusion that the situetion in Hungary,
aside from the present secandal that confrerts the world, carries also many
hopes for the future. The question tharefore is: what ghould be done in
order thsi the present scandalous conditions in Hungary be remedied,

This is what should be done:

1) It is the duty of the iest mot to drop the Hungarian question
bul, to contime keeping it on its agenda as the first conditions
for a resumption of the discussions betwsan the Fast and ''est
regarding ite solutiom,

2) The adherents of socialiem in the Soviet Union as well as in
the other states must always keep in mind that the destiny of
socialiam and with it that of the Soviet Union depends on the come
plete elimination of the Stalinlst political practices.

could be uged in the first place to find out if thise is possible or
not.

3) The defenders of the "Third Wey® musd know that the future
potentiality to influence world policy depende on their ability to
prove that there 1s an intermediary way regarding this problem.

4) Finally, the Hungarian reople, which carries the full glory

and the burden of thelr historical role, has the duty to refuse

to moperate with lies and violenceeven st the sacrifice of accapt~
ing a reduced living standard, It is mot the task of the Hungarian
pecple to start another rewlution and to provoke a new wave of
repressions, But they must, in spite of all slander, and in

spite of all forgetfulness, carry high the flag of their revolution
Which 1s also the flag of a freer future far the whole of humanity, ”



