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May Day Celebrations

* The May Day speeches and parades in Warsaw and in the pro-
vinces did not produce any spectacular indication of the split between
the Party leadership and the Partisan faction. However, there was more
than one sign that the inner Party struggle is far from being over.

Well prepared and conspicuously well directed, the "central"
parade in Warsaw produced what was, on the face of it, a show of Party
unity and of the nation’s support for the Party policy and for its
leader "Comrade Wieslaw" (countless posters referred in these warm
terms to First Party Secretary Wladyslaw Gomulka). But along with
such posters, there were those which read "Purge the Party of Zionists!™"
Such indiscriminate demands were in clear conflict with Gomulka’'s warn-
ing regarding the recent purges. "It is important that we should be
able to distinguish the grain of sound criticism from the chaff of
irresponsible statements," he said in his May Day speech.

This speech was moderate in tone with respect to the
internal situation but sharp vis-a-vis external political and ideo-
logical opponents. Gomulka stressed that the working people of the
whole country support the policy of the Party and the program of
the National Unity Front. However, such policy "does not appeal, and
will never appeal, to those for whom socialism represents a hostile
idea, to whom Poland, its existence and its future, represent some-
thing to which they feel indifferent or something subordinated to
their anti-Communist, variegated ideology, and to their egotistic
class interests." It is the people of this ilk, Gomulka continued,
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who "have been the instigators and organizers of the recent events
directed against our Party, against our socialist state." In an
obvious, though veiled, reference to Czechoglovakia, Gomulks charged
that these people "alleged champions of freedom and democracy," out
in fact "reactionaries and backward elements, rreazchers of anti-Com-
munist ideology, are waging a struggle againsy sccialism, aot only
with us, ut also in other socialist countries."

There were at least two references indicating that Gomulka
realized who his actual and/or potential pclitvical rivals are. Speak-
ing about production pledges on the occzasion of ithe forthceming Fifth
Party Congress, Gomulka did nct fail to stress that these rledges had
L ¢i the Dabrowas pasin -—-
an obvious compliment to 811931an Party lezdsy EZdward Giereix. Ancng
the addressees of liay Day "warm greetings" (stidesnt and werking youth,
soldiers and officers of the armw}, Gomulka singied out "miliviamen,
ORMC (militia reserve) members, zud wcrkers of the internal security
apperatus, wiho -- while servinzg tThe unantiin -- guard peace arc puplic
order," rather unusual and extensive praise addressed tc Linister
of the Interior Mieczyslaw licczar, wic Lappens also tc be the leader
of the powerful Partisan faciicr.

A3 for "external cenemizs,
Propaganda spparatus of impsriu
the meral and pcliiticel unity communities of the sccialist
countries." In this ccommecticn, hs surassed +hzt "tge strug~ie
againet hostile pourgeois idecicgy" hoe peccme "the lealing cesl.”

As usuzl, Gomulksz atiacked the "militarist ané revanchist poiicy

of the Bonn government," condeumad "“the aggressive and adventurous
policy of the state of Israzel," and again couiirmed Foland s support
of the Arab countries. This stand "nas itouched off vicious, reckless
attacks on Poland from internaticnal Zicnism," and accusations of
anti-Semitism. "The official US agencies have also dipped their
fingers in the dirty Zicnist, anti—Pclish campeaign," Gomulka complained.
He had more to say on this subvjiect: "The United States has several
million citizens of Polish origin. Cn the other hand, Poland has
about 25,000 to 30,CO0C citizens oi Jewish origin. We suggesti to tae
US ruling circles which make statements accusing Pecland of anti-
Semitism that they find out whedsher, in respect tc living condivicus,
education, and getting responsivle positions, the US citizens of
Polish crigir have had and now have the same opporiunities as those
cf which Polish citizens of Jewish origin have been, and are now,
able tc aveil themselves." Gomulka further referred to racial dis-
criminstion, to the murder of Dr. llartin Iuther King, ané -- need-
less tc say -- to the "aggression of American imyerialism" in Viet-
nam. (Throughout these attacks, US Ambassador Johu A. Gromnoussi stood
among the crowd of diplomats, UPI reported. )

adoalka criticized " ithe huge
wesimed to weaken @nd aistiabt
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Radio Warsaw coverage of the celebrations indicated that
this mass medium is still controlled oy the Partisan faction. IT gave
the full list of Politburo and CC Secretariat members present on the
reviewing stand (all, including Edward Ochab, were there, except for
Gierek -- whose speech at the Katowice celebration was oroadcast live.
the only case of a provincial Party secretary veing singled out for
such distinction -- and Adam Rapacki, who is ill), as well as of tThe
leaders of the "allied" parties (the United Fezcant Party and the Demc -
cratic Party). The names of only two ministers were given, however:
Defense Minister Wojciech Jaruzelski and Lioczar. 1o De sure, some
ministers were marching in the parade at the head of their personne.l.
such as Minister of Internal Trade Zdward Sznajder, out there certainly
were more than two on the reviewing stand. "Jith particular cordiality.
respect and appreciation, we greet, in the liay Day march, the members
of the Main Board of ZBo#WiD" (loczar s Veterans Association), the
Radio Warsaw reporter stressed. In another case, he referred to P
"the several-hundred-strong group of the memcers and employees of -
the Pax association" (in the past, this pro-regime Catholic organiza—
tion, strongly allied with the koczar faction was never menticned in
connection with the liay Day parede). In a rather amusing way, radio
and TV network chief Wlodzimierz Sokorski w.s r< orted to be marching
at the head of the personnel of these media. rhe group included "the
members of the radio and TV circle of ZsoiD," the reporter said.
(Sokorski is under attack by the Partisan faction.)

However, due respects were paid 10 the tThree leading
personalities: Gomulka, State Council Chairman liarshal lLarian
Spychalski, and Premier Jozef Cyrankiewicz. Radio Warsaw reporters
never failed to stress their presence on the reviewing stand or
their portraits being carried by the marchers end/or displeyed else-
where. Much attention was also devoted to the march-past of students
of Warsaw University and of the Polytechnical Institute. However, .
UPI reported that these groups "marched on the far side of the widdgy
boulevard, away from the reviewing stand." Reuter added that these
students "showed little enthusiasm and carriecd few banners, apart
from those borne by leaders saying ‘No place at Warsaw University |
for political instigators! "

Purges, Dismissals, Appointments

Not only does the re~ime o onti-Semitic campai~on continue
unabated, but it is now assuming still more virulent forms.

Dropping all anti-Zionist pretense, the basic Party orgeni-
zation in the Cooperative \orks of the Garment Industry, as reported
by the local Koszalin daily, Zlos Koszalinski, of April 19, "gauged
the attitudes of Polish citizens of Jewish origin." In the "lively"
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Giscussion, Polish citizens of Jewish origin were accused of not haviug
taken part in the meeting which had condemned the orgenizers of the
March excesses and of "having failed clearly to define their attitudzs

following the Israeli aggression."

J. Wajsbart, U. Szylit, T. Plauner and A.Cigler were ousted
from the PUNP by unanimous vote.

Glos Robotniczy, the Lodz (Poland's second largest city and
the center of its textile industry) Party daily reported on April 19
(as quoted by a UPI dispatch from Warsaw of April 30) that at a
factory meeting, "Poles of Jewish extraction" were also blamed for
"non-attendance at a meeting during which the organizers of the March
excesses were condemned" and also for "not having openly declared their
attitudes" during the Middle East war, accusations which bear a strik-
ing resemblance to those reported by the above-mentioned issue of
Glos Koszalinski.

The same UPI dispatch reports on a tragically ironic case
of "1C other Jews in Lodz having been expelled from the Party,
because "some of them accused the Party of conducting an anti-Semitic

campaign,”" (emphasis supplied).

The same paper, in its April 29 issue, announced, as reported
Ny the UPI, Reuter, the NYT (Jonathan Randal’s correspondence), all
daztelined April 30, that two history professorsof Lodz University
were 21s0 expelled from the Party. Dr. Pawel Korzec, of the Modern
History Chair, "overtly began to display Zionist longings," when he
returned from Israel in 1955. He was also accused of charging the
nation with having anti-Semitic traditions and, while giving a
Marxist interpretation of Polish history, of putting a nationalistic
interpretation on Israeli history. He "was recommended" to be dis-
mnissed from his post.

The other professor, Dr. Leon Tadeusz Blaszczyk, who
reportedly offered to resign as director of the Institute of History,
was accused of using nis Farty membership to get his post and then
ignoring Party duties. Jonathan Randal stresses that both professors
are Jews. He also quotes unspecified Lodz newspapers (in his cor-
respondence of April 29, NYT of the following day) that eight
Journalists and printving officials in Lodz had been either purged
or reccmmsnded for dismissal from their posts; no names were given,
but Randal emphasized that "many of those dismissed were Jews."

Jenusz Zarzycki, who on 28 December 1957 retired from the
Post of chairman of the Warsaw City National Council, and whose
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daughter was unjustly accused of having been involved in the student
demonstrations (cf. Polish SR/17, Radio Free Burope Research, March 3% 9

- was ousted from the membership of the PUWP Warsaw City Committee,

Radio Warsaw reported on April 18.

The basic Party organization at the Cffice of the Public
Prosecutor of Lodz Voivodship dismissed from the Party Deputy FPro-
secutor Ignacy Pankowski, and decided, after a “"penetrating discus-
sion," to ask the Public Prosecutor of Lodz Voivodship to dismiss
Pankowski from his post. (Radio Warsaw, April 19)

Bagt-West Contacts

The former commander of the famous Polish Squadron 303
(of the RAF during the last war), Group Captain Witold Lokuciewski,
is now visiting England at the invitaticn of an eir marshal of the ¢
RAF in connection with the celebrations of the 5Cth anniversary of v
the British air force, Radio Warsaw reported on April 30.

The Polish state purchasing enterprise lLiotoimpert has
placed an order worth 518,400 dollars with the Sritish firm Birlec,
of Aldridge, for equipment for a new factory tuilding Fiat cars under
license, an RFE Special from London reported on April 3C.



