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UNFINISHED DIALCG

The mgiicious charges of self-glorification lev:.led against Marshal ,q
Go XK. Zhukov are entirely groundless on ti2 basis of evidence available in "}
pubilshed Soviet sources, although there can be ro . oubt that the Marshal . j
sought to apply some correctives to the Stalinist distortions of the history o

¢ World War II. In his first public statement after promotion to the post '?
of li.ister of Defense in February 1955 Zhukov described his role in World
War II as follows: 7 | 4
"By a decision of the Defense Committee I was nemed commander of fﬂ

the troops in the period of the defense of Moscow. 1In the battle of '1
Stalingrad I directed 21l the preparatory work foz the Stulingrad opera- q
tion. The operation itself was carried cut by larshal Vasilevsky. p i

was busy at the time preparing subsequent offensive operations designed i

to deny Hitler the opportunity to maneuver his :orccc.’ (Pravda, 13 _ﬂ
February 1955.) i
Only two months later, Zimlov mede his final cloim for speeial recogni- =

tion in World War II. This time the use of the first person singular was rﬁ
merely a statement of fach, but by association with General Eisenhower it s
implied his own leaulng role, In a message to the Uverseas Press Club, | ﬁg
Zhukov wrote: Z%
"I take this opportunity to convey my good wishes to President 5
Elsenhower, my colleazgue in the defeat of Fascist Germany and in the '3
Control Council in Beriin.® (New York Times, <C April 1555.) 'ﬁ

By the tenth anniversary of the victory in World War II, however, Zhukov's fa
efforts to ensure for himself =z fitting niche in the wertime annals had been “j

completely stopped. Although referred to by Grotewohl im Berlin as the "great
commander and liberator of Berlin" (Pravda, & May 1955), Zhukov himself attrib-
uted the direction of the decisive battles %o the manonymeus collectivity of
military leaders:

"The victories of* the Soviet Army néar Moscow, at Stalingrad and Kursk,
the crushing blows struck at the enemy in 1944 and the strabegic opera=
tions in 1945 ending the war-~these constitute tic claszics of the ‘military
art of the Second World War, the pride of our arncd forces and at the same
time they are a testimonial to the fighting strength, to the outstanding
ekill of the Soviet military leaders educated by the Communist Party of
the Soviet Union." (Pravda, 8 May 1955.)
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On the same day', Marshal I. Se. Konev, delivering the annivmary apnuh e
_ at the Bolshoi Theatre gave priority of place to "Comrades Khrushchev and
 Bulganin" and the other political cqunisar, mentioned the State Defense Come
mittee and Stalin second, and then provided a preview of his present rejec-
. tion of Zhukov's personal role as a.rchitect of victory: ;
: "The operations of the Soviet Army were of a creative character,
z ‘did not resemble one another, they followed from the concrete situation -
at the front and were conducted on a sweepmg scale and with great
resolution.
"An important part in gremigg the operations, in leading and
guiding the troops was assigned to the army zroups and armies.
"The commanders of these groups and armies were the direct OM
.of the operations for routing the main groups of the enemy forces."
(Pravda, 9 May 1955.)
Although press recognition was apparently then denied Zhukov through
Khrushchev!s control of Agit-Prop, the First Secré—tary in his secret speech
at the XX Party Congress presente& himgelf as the defender of Zhukov against
- Stalin's spiteful comments belittling Zhukov's talents (see below, p. 1). In
~ Decenber of the same year, on the occasion of his sixtieth birthday, unusual
> puhlicitg for Marshal Zhukov, a candidate member of the Presidium, was sumnarized
"by Harrison Salisbury as follows:
| "On December 2 a two-column picture was published on page one of
Pravda with the text of decrees honoring him on his birthday and a.ws.rding
him the Order of Lenin. (See below, p. 1.) ;
"The birthday tribute was not unusual, but it was immediately follwg
by publicity comnected with Marshal Zhukov's role in saving Moscow from
Nazi attack just fifteen years ago. The anniversary of the offensive, which
. relieved the threat of German capture of Moscow, was marked in & manner
not used for the anniversary of other Soviet victories in World War II.
“"For four days all Soviet newspapers led by Pravda, Izvestia, and the
Soviet Army newspaper Krashaya Zvezda, were iilled with articles and tributes
 to Marshal Zhukov, describing in great detail how he had mounted the offen—
_ sive and rolled the Germans back." (New York Times, 23 December 1956.)
mms, including ! __wﬂl fourth Order of Lenin and a fourth
- Qﬂld Star as Hero of the Soviet Union" (B. J. Cutler, New York Herald Tribune,
3 December 1956) made Zhukov the "most decorated figure" in Soviet history,
mg'sing. even Stalin's accumulation" (&g.). ;







WAt one of his news conferences President Eisenhower in reply to &
question from one of the correspondents about a possible meeting
‘between Marshal (Georgi K.) Zhukov and the United States Defense Secre- 5
tary said that he saw no grounds for saying that such a meeting would =
‘not be useful. We believed what President Eisemhower said. With an eye
to the position held by Mr. Eisenhower and Marshal Zhukov and rega:ding

the President's words an expreaaing a wish to improve relations between
our countries we considered that Marshal Zhukov could have visited the
United States. With this purpose our Ambassador in the United States was
instructed to call on Mr, Dulles and find out how the President's state-
ment was to be understood.

"Qg;;eg told our Ambassador that Eisentiower's words had simply been
misunderstood in the Soviet Union and that President Fisenhower had not u
implied enyconcrete proposals. This produced an unfavorable impression.

We take pride in our state and our people and we are not soliciting invita~
tions anywhere. Naturally we are not pleased when a desire is expressed
for a meeting and the door is then shut. Responsible statesmen should act
in keeping with their words." (New York Iimes, 10 October 1957.) |
-_At this date Marshal Zhukov was just beginning his state visit to Yugoslavia,

..._-unexpectedly entended to include Albania, upon his return he was removed as

~ Minister of Defense (Prgvda, ‘26 October 1957) and expelled from the Presidium
~ and Central Committee (Pravda, 3 November 1957). In between those two dates
. N. S. Khrushchev made his last known public remarks: | _
: nI saw Zhukov today. I spoke to him. He was in good health. We
‘have not yet decided on a job for him, but he will have one in keeping
‘with his experience and qualifications." (UP, 20 October 1957 at Turkis
reception.) : :
: _'.I.‘ha Central Gomittee has now entrusted this task to the Secretariat (Pravda,
=3 Hovember 1957). In executing this task, Khrushchev will, no doubt, be guided
o by the simple philosophy expressed in the same conversation: | _
s nIn life one cell is born, another cell must die, but life goes on."

Even Lor the most "yulgar Marxist," however, this life process is one of con=
 stant struggle, not quiet succession. The words of the First Secretary, from
. the secret speech in February 1956 to the Reston interview in October 1957, have
~ concealed an inherent contradiction of the mono-Party State which has now been
resolved as thaugh it were “non-a.ntagoniatic. In the next phase of the =
struggle—-no matter how long poatponad——xhrushchev's semantics may not be
sui‘ficient to prevent the transformation of these "harmless" differences uhich

~ can be resolved by persuasion into antagonistic contradiction which require the
~ application of force.
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Secret Speech,
XX Party Congress,
25 February 1956
Stalin was very much interested in the assessment of Comrade Zhukov
as a military leader. He asked me often for my opinion of Zhukove I told

“him then, "I have known Zhukov for a long time; he is a good general and a

.

good military leader." :

After the war Stalin began to tell all kinds of nonsense about Zhukov,
among other things the following, "You praised Zhukov, but he does not
deserve it. It is said that before each operation at the front Zhukov used
to behave as follows; He used to take a handful of earth, smell it and say,
'We can begin the attack,! or the opposite, 'That planned operation cannot
be carried out.'" I stated at that time, "Comrade Stalin, I do not know who
Anvented this, but it im-mob trues” - i

It ia pauaiblc'tﬁtbnﬂtalin himnelf invented these things for the
purpose of minimizing the role and military talents of Marshal Zhukov.

The Central Committee on Zhukey
Dec. 2, 1952 *

To comrade Georgy Konstantinovich Zhukovs:

The Pnrgy Eantral Committee and the USSR Council of Ministers.
ardently gr;e% you, outstanding genmeral, prominent figure of the Communist
Party and the Soviet state on your 60th birthday..

The Communist Party and the Soviet people highly value your services
in the building up of the armed forees and in the defense of the sociale
ist fatherland. In the difficult years of the great patriotic war you
boldly and courageously led the Soviet forces in the decisive battles
for the freedom and independence of our homeland. In the years of peace-
ful labor you steadily devoted your efforts and knowledge to the further
construction of the Soviet state and to the cause for strenthening the
defensive cdpability of our country.

We heartily wish you, dear Georgy Konstantinovich, our fyriend and
eomrade, good health and many years of life and further fruitful activity
for the benefit of the Soviet people, in the nnme of the triumph of
Communism.

Party Central Committee USSR Council of Ministers



