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THAT ILL-STARRED BUDAPEST MOTORBUS WAS PACKED
: WHEN IT CRASHED INTO THE DANUBE.

SOURCE VIENNA: Young mechanic from BUDAPEST. e
DATE OF OBSERVATION: Jamuary 4 1956. = A

SUMMARY: This report deals. with the accident of a motorbus
which crashed from the Margaret Bridge into the Danube in

- BUDAPEST. The present report cites a hospital nurse who had
waited in vain at the stop of this motorbus and was unable

to get aboard it, since it was crowded to capacity.She caught
the next bus, however, and observed excited crowds on the
‘bridge. She was shocked to learn that the predecing, over—
crowded bus which she had tried to c&tch, had plunged into
the Danube. Source was told this by his mother, who heard it
from the nurse while she was-in hospital. g

Statements of eyewitnesses are also cited to the
effect that when the motorbus was hauled out of the river, it
was at once covered with a sail cloth to prevent passers—by
from seeing what had happened. : :

: 3 Source also retails a joke current in BUDAPEST to
the effect that St. Peter is aroused by a knock on the gates
of heaven. He looks out and asks who is knocking. The answer

. is "The driver of the motorbus which crashed into the Danube."
"Okay, come in," says St. Peter. "I have read all about that."

-A moment later there is another lnock.' This time it is the -
conductor of the bus, who is admitted oy St. Peter with the
same remark. Hardly has the door closed there comes a terrific
hammering on it. St. Peter looks. out to find a large crowd of
‘people demanding admission. "That’s all very well," comes the
reply, "but I want first to know who you all are." :

"We are the passengers who were drowned when the
motorbus crashed into the Danube," the crowd shouts back at
him, : y ey :

- St. Peter scratches his head in perplexity. "Well,"
he says at last, "now that you are all here, you may as well
come in., But it said nothing about you in "Szabadiep." 
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= According to this report, a commis?idn has estab—
lished that the cause of the disaster was the breaking of the
eering column. : : ;

ATION COMMENT: The bus accident referred to in this re-

)Tt happened on January 4 1956. The official communiqué re—
T fa_tunhyictimai'the bus driver and the conductor o

-
r 3

Sty As usual, rumors started quickly about a mass ac-
eident. Some days later a Radio KOSSUTH broadcast /the well
known "Saturday afternoon" program/ also mentionsd these -
Tumors emphasizing again that the number of vict:ms was sctu-
ally two. The joke referred to in this report al:o began %o
eireulate quickly, as it appears from MUNICH Iten No. 1778/56
ieh already reported about the same joke, _

- This report cannot be considered to0 be in evidence :
£ an actual mass accident. Subsource learned the information
‘om & third person, and even the original source 4id not

ess the accident. : .

~ The breaking of the steering column as cause of the
ent is likely. : : e :

- Since the accident happened more than two months

? and no definite evidence is available to refute the states
its of the official communiqué, this report should be used
caution in case of broadcasting. -

X X X

~ Az egyik budai kérhdz 4polénbje mesélte forrdsunk —
argit-hidi autébusz-szerencsétlenség idejében kérhizban
6 = édesanyjénak a kbvetkez8 tSrténetet. 5 :
... Az emlitett £polénb 1956 januér 4.-én réviddel hat
ra el8tt a 39-es autébusz Szent Istvén-kdruti megdllbjandl
vérakozott. Az érkez8 busz azonban annyira zsufolt volt,hogy
_Baga mir semmiképen sem tudott feljutni rd. Hidba volt a
3 és, a veszekedés, meg kellett vérnia a ktvetkez8 ko-
J6llehet amugy is késd volt mir. !

~ _, Amikor a kdvetkez8 kocsival a Margithia ktzepére
ek, 14ttdk az 4tszakitott koridtot a lejgkd mellett, ahol
ilvenvaloan valamilyen jérmii zuhanhatott le. Akkor még csak
gynéhdny rendSr prévilta visszatartani a kivéncsiskodd gya-
logosokat a szerencsétlenség szinhelyérfl. A felsz4114 utasok
‘elmondottdk, hogy az imént Budéra haladé 39-es autdbusz esett
‘a Dundba. Az a kocsi tehdt, amelyre az 4polén8 mér nem tudott
& zéllni a zsufoltsigtél. : _ ; s
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; Késb6bb, a kiemelés utédn azonnal letakartdék egy ha—
talmas pOnyvéval a koesit, — nyilvédnvaldan azért, hogy a jé-
r6kelbk ne 1éthaesék a benne 1év6 hullékat.

BUDAPESTen senkinek sincs kétsége az irédnt, hogy a

':_busz utasokkal egyiitt — és nem csupsn a vezetSvel és a kalauz— -

zal — zuhant a Dundba. Mindennél beszédeaebb az cse+tel kar—
eaolatban ez '1d8 szerint BUDAPBSTen kering6 vicc- '

A menyorszég kapujén bebocsdtdst kér valaki. Szent
Péter kinéz az ablakon és megkérdezi: "Ki vagy édes fiem?"
. "Fn vagyok a Dundba zuhant autébuaz vazetéje“ - vélaszolja a
 Jovevény. :

i - n"Jé1 van, tudok‘Rélad, bejﬂhetaz” = mandja Sze'f
_ Péter és kinyitja a kaput.

22 Egy kis id6 milva ujra zorget valaki Szent Pétar
meglnt kinéz és megérdeklfdi, ki*kér bebocsdtdst.

"fn vagyok a Dnnéba zuhant autébusz kalauza“ - yi=-
laszolja az ismeretlen.

"J461 van" - mondja Szent Péter, "rélad is tuddk Yoo
-is beaohetsz"

Alig csukddlk be a nagy kapu; ujra nagy dorombolés
hallatszik. Amint Szent Péter kinéz, ldtja, hogy egész tOmeg
411 a menyorszég kapuja elStt.

: nHét tl kik vagytok9" - kérdezl csod4lkozva a adsé-
gos aggastyan. :

nMi vagyunk a Margithidrél a Dunéba. zuhant au*éhuaz
utasai“ ~ vdlaszol valaki a tomegbbl.

Szent Péter megvakaraa feje bubjit. "Ha mér itt
. vagytok, csak gyertek be, pedlg hét rélatok szd sem volt a
: Szabad Népben'" ;

EUDAPESTen azt beszélik, a vizsgélat megfllapitot-
ta, hogy a szerencsétlenség kozvetlen oka kermsnyrud-tores
volt. A kocsi vezet8je nem tudott a hid kanyarulaténak meg-
felel8en fordulni, hanem nyilegyenesen tovAbb haladva 4tsza—
kitotta a hid korldtjdt és a Dundba zuhant. /

End. .




