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This is again a rather clumsy piece of propaganda
trying to disguise the poor housing conditions.
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The latest propaganda "letter," published and dis—
tributed by the British Hungarian Friendship Society, is as
follows: ;

BUDAPEST VI
: Bajesy Zsilinszky ut 27.
November 24 1955 Hungary

To the members of the British Hungarian Friendship Society.
Dear Friends, '

In this, my third letter to you, I should like to
thank those of you who have written us such friendly and en-
couraging letters, and to deal with one or two questions that
have been put to us and which I think will be of general
interest.

: For instance, Geoff Adams, of Burton-on-Trent, has
asked us whether bedrooms are heated here. In order to be able
to give an answer to this I must first tell you something about
Hungarian housing in general, and as I wanted to tell you about
our home anyway — this seems to be a good opportunity to do that
tOOa'
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with the
is quite.

e The English type of small family house,

1iving rooms downstairs and the pedrooms upstairs,

yunknown here. In the cities everyoneé 1ives in flats, and in

‘the country they live 1in S 3

1$=B§eaking, i dered a waste of a room %0 have it

rnished as a bedroonl and "stending idle" all day long, SO
furnished with what the Hungarians call "com™

bined'_suites — in other words, they are Jiving rooms

during the day and bedrooms at night. As the living-Tooms ‘

have to be heated, they are, of course, still warm at night —

 although I think most people do as we do and open the windows
for a while before going %o bed. .

huge tiled stoves, Or —

S 5 Heating is done either by
in the more modern puildings ~ centrally bY radiators. /Open
/ A1l windows are double,

fireplaces, %00, are unknown here.
that is, there ig an i d an outer window with a = i
i-6 inches between the two, and although the temper- o
e . ten drops to minus 15 or 200 Centigrade,

#71 have never neard of frozen OT purst pipes occurring, which

geems to jndicate that the plumbing systems are more cleverly
placed than in English houses.

S5 We have been 1
~ years now. When the Soviet Army
A5 we Were living wi

. Germans in February 19
. flat having been completely destroyed by 2
as far as we were concerned,

T When we realized that,

~ the war was over, We came up out of the cellar where we' had

~ gpent the terrible weeks of the siege, and looked around,with
at the devastation, and wondered whether there

thing like a normel 1life again in our poor

iving in our present f1at for over 10
1liverated Budapest from the

+h friends, our own
pomb in 1944. ;

~ heavy hearts,
~ would ever be any
 ghattered city.
S : We ourselves were homeless, hungry, ragged and dirty, : |
 we had lost all our possessions and had 1ived through horror, .
| yet all this was of no consegquence whatsoever because we Were '
. alive. :
e EBarly in March 1945, Mihaly - Who had been scouting
ground — cameé back with the news that there was 2 f£lat in Baj™
its previous occupants

: cay‘zsilinszky ut, that we could get,
who had fled to Germany with the Germans,

_ paving been nazis
ig Hungary’s Independ—

and on ch 15 /which,'incidentally,
ence Day from the War of Independence of 1848/ we picked up
3 our children and nmoved in." It’s true

~ that one room had no roof over it, and we could step from
that room to the next through the shell-hole in the wall; in
common with all the houses in the city, there was no water,
no gas, no electricity and no window panes, but gtill ~- it
‘was our new home. i
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s It is perhaps because Wwe started our life here under
_these circumstances that I am so fond of this flat now,and am
so proud and thankful whenever a visitor remarks "What a nice
home you " have." We have four rooms, kitchen, bathroom,pantry
— 211 spacious, because it is an old house, all sunny and :
airy. The rent is low, as rents are in Hungary, and the posi-
 tion is good for Mihaly as in a few minutes he can reach the

Law Courts or his office. :

- Another question I should like to answer while on
this theme concerns domestic help. Anyone is gllowed to en—
_gage a domestic servant, either to live in or to come daily
or as required. A young woman comes to help me every day ex—
cept Saturday and Sunday; she is here from 0008 until 1300
hours and is paid by the hour.

: In my next letter I shall desl with an interesting
question from Miss Katz of Hackney concerning the origin of

the Hungarian language. This is a subject I must study first!

We are now getting into winter, and have had one oTr
two frosts already.Bob and Judy both have season tickets to
the big open—air artificial ice-rink in the Municipal Park,
and dash off to go skating whenever they have an hour %0 spare.
They meet lots of their school—-friends there and have plenty
_of fun together and come home with glowing cheeks and bright
eyes. ; :

The shops are all preparing for the Christmas sea=
son, for here too it is customary to give presents. The child=
ren here are doubly lucky as on December 6 a Santa Claus, or
as he is called in Hungarian, wOnecle Nicholas," brings them
sweets and chocolates and then on December 24 "Father Winter®"
brings them a Christmas tree and toys. Just now all the sweet=
shop windows are very attractive with their little chocolate
“Uncle Nicholas figures, red boots, and golden birches with
. gweets tied on them, for the story goes that children used to
put their little boots between the windows and Uncle Nicholas
used to f£ill the boots of the good children with sweets but
used to leave a birch-rod for the naughty ones.

Qur children, of course, have long ceased 1O believe
in such stories but would still be very  disappointed if they
didn’t find any chocolate between the windows on December 6.

. Our chief amusement now that winter is here is the
opera, and the cinema. The operas, of ¢ se, are the same
ones as are shown in Covent Garden, — Verdi, Mozart, Puccini,
Wagner, Mussorgsky and so onj the films shown in the cinema
are Hungarian, Soviet, Italian, French, Yugoslavian, Czech,
Polish, Austrian and sometimes English. They are nearly ai~
ways synchronized, /dubbed, ed./ that is, the talk is in
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ian; which to my mind is far better than listening to a
one doesn’t understand and reading sub—titles. Have
you seen any Hungarian films? We uld very mch like

: what you thought of them.

Our friendliest greetinga to . 9.11‘,' and ple'as'e_:--
writing. We love to get your lett

Your smceraly

Audrey Somcugy

msista on mj' sending you a cox}y the “Review-_-
"of Hungarian Legislation" which has just been issued
‘the Hungarian Lawyers’ Association, as, ‘he sa.ys, poas:.‘bly'-
are some lawyers among you who will find t ery in—
I am aending :Lt 'lmder separate cover

s too, has arrived, and is now a.vaila‘ble on appli ation
m:itish Eun@rian l?riendahip Society.




