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POLAND

(Part of the Eastern
Provinces now incorporated
into the Soviet Byelorussia)

The New Year "gifts” for the Red Army under the slogan *Workers
of Byelorussia in gratitude for the liberation from the slavery of
bourgeois Pdland” were envisaged in an appeal to the workers in GRODRNO,
| LIDA and SKIDEL, according to an information received through under-
ground channels.

The appeal was made between 15 and 20 December 1951 by GORBUNOV
Timofey, chief of the political section ("Polisektor®) of tke Communist
Party of Byelorussia, a Russian, who issued an order to all the
: Comunist cells (Partorganizatsya) in the f.ctories in GRODNO, LIDA
E and SKIDEL, that they should start an immedizte propaganda campaign
.along the workers to take part in this driva.

This order of GORBUNOV requires the textile workers of GRODNO to
produce an afditional amount of clothing material for military unifirms
and in connection with this demands an additional and unpaid word for
. eight hours a week during the next two weeks.

In LIDA, the wor;ar_é in the dried milk factory were obliged to
.~ produce in additional nignt hours of work more dried milk for the
3 used of the Red Army.

This LIDA dried milk factory sustained in the first half of De-
cember 1951 a loss, cuased by the fact that three or four railway
5 cars of dried milk were spoilt by rain. After tuks had been disclosed,
E the workers from the packing section of the factory were punished by
a 50 per cent decrease of their wages for six months, while the other
workers had to pledge themselves "voluntarily” to do additional, un-
: paid work to make up for the loss. The New Yeur obligation for the
; Red Army had therefore affected these workers more seriously than the
other obligations.
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In SKIDEL, the workers of the sugar "Combin&® had to resign
"voluntarily” their monthly sugar allocation which they recive free
of charge (the socalled "Degutat.”)
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The new order on "voluntary® gifts for the Red Army is commented
by the workers as a first indic:tion for an increased production

glamed for 1952 and connected with making military stores for the
ed Army. _







