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The Polish Diet (SEJN) is ostensibly preparing for
 "democratic discussion" of a new comstitution, to take place
in the fall of 1951. This is thought to be a mere propaganda
stunt; the constitution has already been prepared by the :
WARSAW Politbureau and awaits only antomatic approval of the

Nl:l.& people. B

. e On 19 Febxruaxry 1947, the Diet mm temporarily the
; so-galled "Little Comnstitutionl, based on the principles of
the Polish Comstitution of 1921. Ome of the main tasks of the
3 Diet is the estadlishaent of a Constitutional Commission
‘and the passing of a new comstitution.

Rl hl‘”lm.mhnlhniotpuodnlummtho I
~ “pyooedure of preparing and voting the constitution's de-

- oision taken at the 26 May viclates the rules ofparlia-

' memtary practice, as it has formed . Oouu.tnuoml ssion

: m- people outside of parlisment. .

ot This Commission has over 100 members; President BIERUT is
: uc Ml—. from deputies elected in propertion to
W (23 from the Communist Pawty and a much
s sumber from the remaining Communist-controlled parties)
4% 418 composed of motivists representing Regional National
m regine-controlled trade unions, the Union of Mutual
. Assistance of Peasants; Cooperatives, Womern's League, the Union
. of Polish Youth as well as representatives of Arts and Sciences.
~ The Commission and its sub-oommission may also invite persons
;u-nuutm for their work for the State o¥ Community.

R In the fall, the Constitutional Commission will present in
~ public its projeot of the Constitution. Pollowing tha.t, 8 80~ . -
called "general national discussion" will take place, d which |

suggestions and modifications, it is said, will be regeived from |
. . the citisens. After the discussion the Diet will finally acocept
tt:: Omt:l.tntiona; this will ha‘n to take place before\ the end of
Joar.

. The following points illlutratc the futility and insincerity

of the advertised "democratic discussion":

-1) The discussion is modelled on Soviet practice ad pted at

- 4he time when STALIN's Constitution was being accepted. At that
‘$ime, no real coriticism of the constitution could be made.

. .- 2) A11 the Satellites already have new Constitutions closely
: l.lol on the Soviet Constitution. The Polish Constitution is expected
' .%o follow suit, partiocularly since it was clearly stated by Deputy
', JODLOWSKI im the Diet that the Constitution should also “"follow
' the same principles as the Constitution of the country of victorious
socialisa, SOVIET m!sslt"j ;
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: ) Since tle work om the Constituticn has -l.rud:bun done
by the WARSAW Politbureau, the 100-strong commission will only

‘Mnmtﬂof-mnﬂummtnmmmu.

Consequently, the general public will have even less to say.
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