- Mo Shortagesy Jood Jinisver

In a radic interview broadcast on 10th May (Budapest 18.00), Imre Kovacs, the new
M nister of the Food Industry, said: *I bYelleve the pudlic knows from its everyday life
that the focd supply position has improved, There are sufficlent gquantities of foodstulfs
and consumer roods at the disposal of the consumers, So far, no shortage has become
manifest, In my opinion, taking our present stocks and the anticipated crop into consider-
ation, there will be no supply difficulties this year, although minor difficulties can be
expected inh the summer in drinks - wine and beer.,, There will be no shortage of cigar-
ettes; we have quiclly remedled the damage caused by the counter-revoluti-n, Qlecently,
heiwever, as a result of certaln rumours, large quantities of cizarettes have been bought
UPses The essence of the Qovernment's plan 1s to draw up a 1ist of those articles vhieh
we intend to market in a nev form or in new packings, VWe vant to come into line vith the
' more advanced countries vitliln the next year or tiuo,,."

Porelgn Trade; Jence Incze

In an intervievw, broadcast on 13th May (Budapest 19.00), Jenoe In¢ze, the newly-
appointed Minister of Poreipn Trade, saldy

*Strengthened by the confidence the National Assembly has placed in me, ve shall
continmue with all our strength the work that we have been doing in the past fev months under
my leadership, Our tasks are manifold, Our most important task is to stabilise the '
standard of living, and to create the ways and meany to increase cur foreign trade, In
tae last quarter of the year, we carried out olr wirk successfully, we believe, OQur task
lay above 2ll in the resumption of production and, parallel with that, to ensure the
deliveries of rev materials and semi-finished products in the sphere of agriculture and
industry. Ve may safely say that we have discharged the tasks that lay ahead of us."

Interviever: "Are we going to establish fresh trade relations with more countriest” i

Inczes "Ve are doing this, and ve are estending owr relations vith those countries
with which we already had trade relations., '/¢ are doing 8o not only by inereasing our turn- Y
over quantitatively, but also by widening the variety of produots in whieh ve deal, Vith
the soclalist cowntries ve have by now largely aompleted owr agresments ... and ue nov have
trade relations with 90 sountries, of whish 75 to mm to the ranks of the Uestern and
overseas countries," | _ ‘

t %Wm,umo.;uum.wuhunpon ‘
that the fmlll tradg sector vas s qmmnrmt. ¥ill you plense male a
statement on this w\jut!"' W : i

Jence Inczes "Por 1,57. we have settled this problem by bridging most of the
deficit between the foreipgn currencies to be paid for imports and those produced by owr
exports, by using the credits we are receiving from the socialist countries, At the
same time, however, we have already set about solving the plans of the new perspectives,
vhose nev line 1s simed at strengthening and stabilising the confidense of forel;n
countries in the ability of Hungary's foreign trade o homowr the deliveries, in 1its
solvency, and in the «nw of owr M\n"o




