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Protection Of The Laborer In 4 Communist Regime

~ SOURCE ROME: = 4 building contractor, head of the construction .
. team where there were complaints on lack of appropriate clothing
and for the many cases of sickness among the workers following
_ their taking-off the heavy outfits late in the afternoon. .
DATE OF OBSERVATIONs December 1951, January 1952. SIS e

e ETpelﬁdnﬁai ibrkefs;'ﬁé§6né and specialists of various
kind belonging to the governmental enterprise "7 Comstructia" =
> to bear great difficulties during the winter of =

. The government had promised for some time "protective .
~clothing,” like fur-lined coats, quilted trousers of the Soviet =
typgl(pnfoaice,)ijzwlined caps and gloves so that the workers .
~would be able to work outdoors also in the middle of the winter.
But the working~team of the cement factory "Stanca," in BRAILA,
~ composed of 200 men, received only s 150 caps, 100 pair of t e
- gloves, 50 fur-lined coats, and quilted trousers, which of course,
~ were insufficient for all the men and technicians who were to
work in the open. The problem was how to distribute them. The
~ main and most disastrous problem for the workers was the fact,
. that, as soon as they entered the premices the clerks would
‘equip them with this special outfit, and the men would be warm
" and comfortable during the day, while outside. But just toward
_evening when the cold became more intense, the workers would have
to take off this warm outfit and slip into their own, light and
‘cold clothes. Anyway, the factory's physician when checking on
© the resulta of this unhealthy and harmful procedure found many
. ‘workere with TB. His statement, however, was considered "reac-
- tionary" and no protective measures were tekeni the workers are
. @till to hand back the "protective clothing" before going home
in the evening. Another disadvantage is, that in this way no-
body can keep his things cleen, and that a man has to put on
clothes worn by somebody else the day before, which certainly
. 48 not very hygienic.  If the protective clothes are torm or
' damaged in any way, the bearer will be fined. There was Bug-
" pested during one of the umnion's meetings to allow the workers
%o tske these clothes home, so that they could be cleaned,
. ‘mended etc. Sy ! S

St " But the delegates replied that in the Popular Rumanian
 Republic this problem no longer exists, because the workers are
 to come to work dreseed in a “"cojoc" (fur-lined coat,) so that

- ‘they could not possibly catch cold.
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Uson ‘this declaration !.any interestad Iorkers aaked




