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Qur source tells the fellowing about his life:

#T wus bern in the village SARI; in Hungsary, pro-
vince PEST, on 27 May 1925. My parents, peasante and land-.
owners, were of Slovak origin, and we always.spoke Siovakian
at home but I went to Hungarian schools. Most of the vil-
lagers were Slovakians and Catholics. My mother died in 1937

and my father in 1939; after their death the family was

scattered about: my younger brother and sister went to work
ek in the factories of BUDAPEST; I remained in the village work-

ing as a servant for the rich landowners. Our own land, which

we had inherited from our parents was administered by the
organisation in charge of orphans’ property (AKVASZEK,) as I
. . was not yet of age, and sublet the land against payment of
. small rents. My life was not too easy; and, therefore; when
in 1947 the emissaries of the Csechoslovakian Government caume
_ to our village making propaganda for the repatriation of the
villagers of Slovakian origin, I was one of the firsi ones to
enlist. Also our priest; who was Slovakian himself, was all
for repatriation and went off with a convoy to Slovakia even
before I left. At the date of our departure from Hungary the
Csechoslovakian authorities promised us sll sorts of things:
l land, houses, well-beirg - and told us that, if we did not
leave of our own free will we would be obliged at a later

stage, anyway, by the Hungarian authorities to abandon Hungary
batween

according to the prospected exchange of populations
Slovakia and Hungary.

Y left my native village in September 1947 in a
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convoy, and took with me ar old plough which was all I owned
and which I considered io be useful for my work on the land.

" In Slovakia I had been promised compensation for the property
I left behind in Hungary. After & Journey of some days. to-

e gether with the othsr villegers who were carrying their fur-
A niture and belongings with them, we reached BRATISLAVA. As

we had been promised we were distributed houses and land
which had formeriy belonged to Hungariens who were repatriated
to Hungary. I myself received a saall house and 25 hectaras
of land, which had belonged to one EALMAN Marton, a repatriated
Fungarian who came into possession of my uncle’s house at

PESTSZEBTERZSEBET, which I would have inherited if I would have

remained in Hungary.

_ 'Th. inhabitants of the SOMORJA viilage wnere we
land.d were in part Hungarian born and razised there, in part
- Slovakians who were repatriated from Rumania. We were recciv-
= ed and treated better by the Hungarians of this community than
: by the other villagers; the Hungarians helped us whenaver we
asked them a favor; we all found this very particular, especial-
1y as we had come from-Hungary to take the place of the re-
patriated Hungarians and w?id, therefores, not expect %o be
treated so kindly. :

*During the first year (1948) which we spent in CSE,
all of us did nothing but mind our agricultural work; I cul-
tivated my 25 hectares of land, which had been ploughed with
the tractors of the state tractor station, and through sheer
hard and never stopping work I managed to make a good harvest;
by the end of the agricultural year I had produced 47 quintale
of wheat and rye, and 15 quintale of barley. A4s I was obliged
to deliver 56 quintals of mixed cereals to the collecting cen~
ters, I was left with six quintals of wheat only, a quantity
scarcely sufficient to cover ay requirements for sowing and
ayself. The price paid by the collecting centers for each
quintal of wheat was 330 Kcs. per guintal while on the free
market 1,500 to 2,000 Zcs were paid- Therefore, even with an
abundant harvest, I personally would never profit by all the
hard work employed during the year-

R LI e T e

"The same thing happened tc all the other Slovekians
who were repatriated together with me. In 1949 when the first
kolkhoz was being orgenized in the village, nearly all the
peasants who had come xith me to the CSE became members of
the kolkhos, for the very simple resson that in nearly all
cases they could not possibly realize the production norms
set by the government with their individual work alone, and
also because the land did not give them any reward for their
work. Others simply reaounced the land they had bsen assigned
on their arrival snd went to work at the BRATISLAYA factories
as cocmmon laborers.

(Over)
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"Thus, I too hended back my lsnd and wenmt into
military_ae;vice in October 1949. T wes assigned to an air
force unit (LETECKa PDSADEA) in the town JICIN in Bohemia..

STAT in Moravia. I remained withk this unit until 1 March
1950, on vhich date I wae demohilizad. On my return tc the
cormunity of SOMORJA where I intended to do some agricul tural

"work for the few peasants who were still in possession of their

land, I oould not find anything suitable so I got employment
withthe state farm SAMOT. Here I had %o work als=o on Sundays
and other holidays. The salary wes insufficient, and therefore
I made an application in the fall of 1950 to the Ceskoelovenska
Tunajska Plavdas (Headquarters of the Danubian Mercantile Navy)
asking for e job, ¥y application was favorably considered and
I wae appointed to work in the BRATISLAVA port. after having
worked for only three weeks I received my navigation license
and embarked on the tugboat "Lipto® as junior fireman. This
tugboat went back and forth between BRATISLAVA and ORSOVA. .

‘During my first trip while we entered into Hungarien territ Ty

after having peesed the border station SZOB I was arrested ¥y
the Hungarian Customs Folice for the simple reasor thet in the
firemens' cabin near by cupboard bicycle tires for about

1,500 Forint were found. Inm the course of the following en-
quiries the Hungerian officer in charge slapped my face because
I had denied having had anything to do with this smuggling
business. However, I was only telling the truth, and, in fact,
later the senior fireman finally ednitted to be the culprit.
The Bungerien officer made me understand, however, by his
whole attitude and behavior that ke considered me s renegade be-
cause I hadé repatrieted to the CSE from Hungary.

"After this incident the tugbecat continued her Journey
and we reached BUDAPEST, st the UJPEST harbor, vheregtha ship
was anchored for two days. Profitting from this stop and in
spite of the pronibition toc get farther than five kifometers
away from the harbor, I toock time off and went to vigit my
natlye village S4RI. I made the 27 kilometers on foot end I
really was so happy to see sll the rlaces of my chilidhood
again. But here I also found the same misery and desperation
I had left behind in the kolkhoz in CSR. I was, therefore,
not quite eo unhappy about having left Hungary. W#hen T re-
turned to BUDAPEST I found that the tugbost had already left
for ORSOVA. Police mads me pay a fins of 50 Forint fo: having
surpassed the five kilometers Bone in which we were permitted
to move. My forture was a leather bag which I so0ld for BU
Forin%, which sum I used tc pey the fine. I departed =ith the
motorship "CSR (ndsva® for the purpses of rejoining ths tug-
boat "Lipto."  We succeeded in resching her oniy at OR30VA.
where we remained for iwo days lodaing 15 shallcps witi Rums-

nian wheat end sterted on ocur return Journey to BRATISLAVA.

{Over)
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In spite of the fact that during my absence the commander
believed that I had escaped, he did not punish me at all
after I had explained the situation to him. On my return
to BRATISLAVA I was transferred to the tugboat "garis" end
later on to the "Turgjec.” I travelled backwards and for-
wards from BRATISLAVA to ORSOVA. On every trip we trana-
ported wheat and oil from Rumania to the CSR. The journey
from BRATISLAVA to ORSOVA lasted about four to five days
and the return journey some nine {0 ten days. Whenever we
touched Bungarian territory and Yugoslavia, we had cccasion
$o note that the Hungarians were mucy more hostile toward
us than the Yugoslavs. In Hungary we could not go ashore
exoept for five to ten minutes, and slways under police
escort. The Hungarian custom house officers were much more
rude than their Yugoslav colleagues. In Hungery as well as
in Yugoslavia two custom-house officers used to come onboard
ship as =oon as we touched the territorial waters. One of
them boarded the tugboat and the second one the shallops
and they accompanied us right to the border line.

*In Hungary we only stopped at UJPEST and MOHACS,
in Yugoslavia at BEZDAN and VUKOVAR. :

“In my capacity as Junior fireman I received a sa-
lary of 3,500 Kcs. for fo0d etc. I had to pay approximately
1,500 Kcs. During the shole time of my service I could buy
nyself only one suit having saved for some months in order
to put together the smount of 2,800 Kos. We worked in shifts
of three hours on the tugboat, resting in between six hours,
4s I found ocut after my first trip each member of the ship‘s
ecrew did some smuggling, because nobody earned enough. In
Hungary thers was great ‘demand for connecting tubes for bicyole
pusps, pneumatic tires and bootsj in Yugoslavia for combs and
thresds; in RBumania for tennis shoes. :

"The crews on the Czechoslovsk tugboats, me of the

»Purjec® included, were very discontentsd because we consi-
dered curselves sort of "prisoners afloat.” In fact we were
not sllowed to go ashore in the various ports after heavy
work . shich was poorly rewarded, and had, therfore, no entor-
teinment at all. For this reason I made up my mind and de-
cided to escape. On 29 sugust 1951 after having spoken with
one of the Yugoslav custom-house officisls at BEZDAN, who was
of Hungarian origin, I left the tugboat at nighttime,leaving
behind all my belongings. I hid myself in a forest ti11 dawn
and after having seen the tugboat taking off, I reported to
the Yugoslav authoritiesy; I was hoping that, according to
the statements made by the custom-house official once escaped
I would be permitted to take up servioce om a Yugoslav ship,
but instead I was sent to work to the town SREMSKA MITROVICA,
having besn detained for two and a half months.’ ;

, (Over)
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~ wat SREMSKA MITROVICA I found other Csech and Hun-
garian emigrants and worked together with them in a forestry
enterprise. From there I esceaped in December 1951, taking
the road to TRIESTE, going by train as far as LUBLJANA, and
from LUBLJANA by foot, taking the back ways until I Teeched
PRIESTE on 23 Lecember 1951."

EVAL. COMMFET3: Issued for information only. Parts of this
report dealing with the repatriation procedure in line with
previous reports of the same nature apart from the fact that
usually the reemigrants are faced with much bigger dissppoint-
ment. : -
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