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2 3 BIG FISH IN A OND: STRANDZHA.

) ?gOURCE ISTANBUL: Three young Buigariann who escaped together
A

from n January 1956.

@ DAIE OF OBSERVATION: Until January 1956.

g--;g;nxuarxox COMMENT: Mihail Nedelkov KASHEV is known to this

S0 ce as a State Security agent and fanatical member of the

~ BCP. His present job as the STRANDZHA collective farm's

- president is UNCONFIRMED, as are the names of other persons
cited below. :

XX Xx

1 ]
- The followihg Communists play an important role in the
veryday life of STRANDZHA villagers:

FProdan DIMITROV, 46, president of the village people's
uricil. In 1941 he was arrested and imprisoned on charges of
ubversive activities against the state, Having spent a few
onths in [ail, DIMITROV was released and made his way to the
oviet Union. He returned to Bulgaria in 1945 and upon his

* in the PFebruary 12 1956 village council elections because he
~ wanted to retire. He has three sons; two serve as officers of
~ the Bulgarian army, the third is a truck driver at ELHOVO.

Mihail KASHEYV, 38-40, is the president of STRANDZHA's col-
“lective farm. He became a Communist after 1944. He treats people
'~ in the village as if they were animals, not human beings. He
~ was looked upon as the most probable successor to DIMITROV as
. wvillage council president. He is hated by all the villagers bdut

- has the support of the borough CP committee.

. Todor MECHKAROV, 40, is Communist Party secretary at

- STRANDZHA end also works as the village cooperative store's
‘galesclerk. Prior to 1944 he was a farmer with 45 dekares of

- land. Later on he became a militiaman and was elected CP

(More)

return to STRANDZHA was elected president of the village council.
ources of this report stated that he did not run as a candidate
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! chetary in 1949. He is a heaiy drinker ;nq_oftsn has to be
gnxried home from the village inn long after midnight. .

~ Dimo RUBTSOV, 56, is an old-time Communist who had spent

me years in the USSR prior to 1944. After his return in the’

ke of the Red Army he became the fipst "okoliyskirupravitel”

horonqh adpinistrator) at ELHOVO. Later on he was elected a

eople's .eputy and retained his seat until 1952, While district

administrator he ruthlessly persecuted his old friends who had '
fused to join the Communist Party. Prom STRANDZHA alone five

rs disappeared without trace on RUBTSOV's orders. He :

. declared that the men had escaped to Turkey, but this was not
true. In all probability they were shot near the border on

rders of the district administrator and then were buried as

lugitives caught attempting to escape.”

A During nis tenure in office, RUBTSOV raped a number of @
~ young girls attending the ELHOVO highschool. Source could name
Kalia Gospodinova UZUNOVA and Stanka KARCHEVA who were among
RUBTSOV's victims. After these incidents he lost his post in

late 1949. He then "retired" and came to live in STRANDZHA

‘where he continued to terrorize the villagers. A number of

 farmers who eccaped to Purkey in 1950-51 stated that they were
forced to leave Bulgaria becaiuse they could no longer tolerate
RUBTSOV's continued bullying. Although he no longer holds an
officisl post, his word still carries weight in the ELHOVO

q;ibp.

~ Ilcho Todorov KASAPOV, 55, ie assistant CP secretary of

the village and works as a brigadier at the collective farm.

Prior to 1944 he was an illiterate shepherd. Having joined the

" Communist Farty he was given a post at the TKZS and his children '

- were given the possibility of finishing highschool.. His daughter

“is a teacher at the STRAEDZHA secondary echool; his son hopes

to go to SOPIA University. Apparently, KASAPOV helped the &
. Communist underground prior to 1944, .

'+ Hale MBECHEV, 47, formerly one of the wealthiest farmers

"~ in the village, has slso joined the Communist Farty and was

. among the first sponsors of the village collective farm. He .

* econtributed 200 dekares of lend toward the farm and for a number
" of years worked as its store-clerk, In 1955 he hecame the

* purchasing sgent of the village cooperative, His highschool
aduate son serves as an officer of the troops of the Ministry

J.nf the Interior. |

. Qther Communists at STRANDZHA known to sobrces are Yani
. SIRAKOV and Yani KARAMANOV, both TKZS members, but they hold
~ no posts in the village administration. gt :

End.



