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QILSEEDS: THE CURRENT GLAMOUR CROPS

The cropping structure in the agriculture of many
countries has undergone significant change in the past decade
or two that reflects shifting emphasis on the utility of
different crops in the development of the national economy.
Although the problem of providing an adequate supply: of
domestic cereal grains, or their substitutes, is still the
primary task in most developing countries, as well as in
some of the more advanced economies, the expansion of crops
with utility for both food and industrial use has been a
distinct feature of the post-war period. This has been true,
in particular, of the oilseed industry.

Oilseeds have, in a way, become the glamour crop.
Their rise has coincided with the development of the atomic
industries. Apart from a wide range of utilization in food
products, due to the fact that new dietary knowledge of the
role of vegetable oils in maintaining health has distinct-
ly enhanced their demand, the plant oils have likewise pro-
fited from an ever expanding use in the industrial sector.
In fact, because of the interchangeability of different
fats and oils in the food and industrial markets, the multi-
ple use features of the industry have made oilseeds rate
high as foreign exchange earners. In addition, the by-
product of the oilseed industry, the oilcake, is a valuable
commodity and widely used as high protein feed for live-
stock. With the increasing demand for livestock products
in industrial societies, the consumption and trade in oil-
cake commodities has been greatly expanded in recent years.
The overall outlook for the oilseed industry is distinctly
favorable.
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tilere was a 4C percent increase in tae
area sown to oilseeds from the pre-war level to 1964 in the
Comecon countries while the gross output of oilseeds rose
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23 miilion tons, an 860 percent increase from 1939 to
1965.

The Soviet Union dominates the oilseed industry in
Comecon, ‘accounting for three-fourths of the sown areas
and total seed output. Rumania and Bulgaria follow in
that order. Each country grows about ten different kinds
of oilseeds, but the vast share consists of sunflowers,
rapeseed, and flaxseed, with sunflowers accounting for
over 80 percent of the total yield. The Soviet Union
leads in tne sunflower industry with 83 percent, followed
by Rumania with 8 percent, and Bulgaria with six percent
of the Comecon output. It has been made a profitable crop
to grow with the aid of a generous price schedule established
by the state planning organs. There are frequent complaints,
however, that the level of marketability in sunflowers is
low. In the USSR only 65 percent of the seeds age delivered
to the state, the balance consumed on the farms. This
difference is held up as a "reserve" for the farms to im-
prove the marketability of vegetable oils.

In the countries with cooler climates (Poland, Czecho-
slovakia and East Germany) rapeseed is the primary vegetable
oil crop. Here, tco, the accent on raising the supply has
brought a substantial increase in output with a 90 percent
advance in production achieved since the pre-war period.

Oilseeds, like grain, are a crop that reflect value
judgments of political consequence in economic planning.
Notwithstanding a positive growth in the output of oilseeds
in the Comecon countries, the supply does not begin to meet
the demand in the Soviet Union and the East European Gom-
munist nations. In fact, shortages are acknowledged.
However, the Soviet Union, Rumania and Bulgaria are ex-
porters of oilseeds, oilcake, and the vegetable oil itself,
both intra-block and with western countries. With particu-
lar reference to the export of oilcake, this is a self-
defeating process as the primary deterrent to the growth
in the output of livestock products remains the feed
shortage, mainly the high-protein feeds like oilcake. 1In
fact, with the exception of Rumania, all the Comecon
countries have imported oilseeds, oilcake, or animal fats
from the United States rather consistently in recent years.
Particularly Poland, Czechoslovakia, and the GDR have been
primary importers of oilseed products from the western world.

1) %ﬁricultural Statistics, 1956, p. 125.
65 Crop Production, USDA, 20 December 1965, p. 15,

2) Ekonomika sotz. selskogo khozyaistva, 1965, p. 433,

3) Ekonomika selskogo khozyaistva, No. 9, lY%v6, p. lo8.
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The role oilseeds play in a modern industrial economic
order may be seen in perspective when those sectors of the
Cormecon countries' ceconomies aré compared with that c¢€ #ha
United States. VWhen the basis of comparison is made on
oilseed crops grown in the north temperate climates cf the
world, excluding China, the United States with 58 percent
of the Comecon countries population producad 38 percent of
the world's oilseeds in 13964 compared to 16 percent for the
combined output of the Scviet Unicn and East Europe. This
is a revealing vyardstick for measuring the gap between
Comecon oilseed resources and those of the leading producer.

To step up output and overcome the vegetable oil de-
ficiencies, the Communist regimes are relying mainly on
raising the hectare yields by means of using improved crop
varieties and better soil management. There is also mention
of specialization of production among the several countries
based on respactive climatic advantages. These measures
are at best marginal as oilseed culture requires fertile
seil, a longer growing season, and favorable moisture con-

.ditions; requirements that are competitive with cereal grains,

sugar beets, and high value crops. Since the cropping area
is limited and competitive, the outlook for an upsurge
among the glamour crops of the oilseed family does not look
propitious for the Comecon countries.
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4) The world cutput of cocnanut and palm oil is excluded
since they are tropical crops and hence not comparable.
FAO 1365 Yearbook, pp. 125-133.




