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AGRTEMENT BETWEEN THE UNITED NATIONS AND
THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS
REGARDING AID TO THE HUNGARIAN PEOPLE

Letter dated L December 1956 from the Sccretary-General £
signed on his behalf by the Deputy Director of the European . .
" Office of the United Nations) to the President of the

! Iinternational Committée of the Red Cross

Sir, i _ : _ . : L
.- The General ..sscmbly of the United Nations, at its Second Emergency
Special Session, has requested the Secretary-General to take immediately
the necessary measures to bring aid to the population of Hungary,
' Con51der1ng that the International Committee of the hed Cross ha..,

'becn engaged in emergency relief activities in Hunga.ry and ha.s concluded

an agreement with the Hungarian Red Cross to this effect, I wish to ask
you if the Internatiomal Committee would accept to co—operatc. w:Lth the
United hatloma in this humanitarian prog'mmme, under the follomng ‘
conditionss - s

l.  The Commttec, at the requ\,st of the Secretary—-(rcneml, agrees to '
use any funds s m‘_y be transferrcd to it by tho Um_tcd Notions for tho
exclus:we purpose of pI‘OVidan 1mmod:.ute a:q_d to the populatlon of HungJ'y.

in particular by furm.ahlnfr ncd:.cal supplll,s fOOdutU_ffB and blothlng. The .

responsibility assumed by the Committee in this rt.spoct will commence upon

reéceipt of any such funds and will terminate 2ftér the distribution of

' “relief supplies to the: Hungarian po*:ul vtion cr, in the cvent of cessatlon

of the programme, upon return to the United Nations of* any unused port:.on :

‘of such funds or of supplies purchpscd with such {'unds.

2,‘ The Committee will urdertakc respops:.o:i_l_lty for the di_étribution .o,f
such supplies as may be furnished by the United IIa'tion;. '.Tho Committee may
inhdicate to the United Nations the typcu of relicf goori regarded as most
appropriate for the purposes of the programme, | : '

3. In accordance with the principles of thc Red Cross and in the sPii'i'b-
of the Geneva Conventions, the Cormittee will distribute rclief under this

programme without diserimination and on the basis of nved alone,
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4o  While moking every cffort to carry out this programue as rapidly

as possible, the Committee will retain sole responsibility for the schedule
(French: "cadence") of distribution of relief supplies. In the event of
difficulties or obstacles. "rlslng in the execution of thie prograrme, the
Committee will, if necessary, report to the Unltcd N'tlons but it will be
solely responsible for taking appropriate measures,

5. The Committee will supply all organizational, supervisory and
technical personnel, services and equipment requlred for the operation of
the programme,

6, The United Nations will defray such administrative and operational
costs of the Committee ottributable to the performance of the United Nations
relief programme as may be agreed between the United Notions and the

Committee,

/- . The Cormittec will be the sole agency to carry cut the relief

programme on behalf of the United Nations with the contributions made
pursuant to resolution 399 adopted by the General Assenbly at the Second
Emergency Special Sessicn on 9 Noverber 1956, This shall not be construed
to limit the right of other United Naticns agencies to carry out asgistance
'programmes in accordance with their terms of reference and in agreerient with

the Hungarian authorities,

8, The United Nations recognizes the Committec as an independent and
autonomous orgenization which undertakes to perform the services envisaged
in this agreement, The performance of such services will not in any way
place the Committee in a subordinate position towards the United Nations,
and the Committee will not be required to carry out any c¢ther task than
those set forth in this agreenent,

9 The Committee will submit to the Secretary-General nenthly operatiénal
reports and financial reports of costs incurred in the performance of its

responsibilitics under this agrcement,

. 10, The United Nations and the Comrittee will act in close collaboration

in regard to the planning and the implementation of the programme, In
particular, the Comittee will extend full co~operation to any representative
who may be sent to Hungary by the Secretary-General in connexion with the
programme,
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11, Nothing contained in this. agreement, will affect any of the other activitier
which the Committee alrcady is carrying out or may carry out in Hungary in
the performance of its traditional role, ;

12, This Agreement may be terminated by either party on onc week's notice
subject, if possible, to prior consultation., The terminaticn of this
Agreement will not affect the responsibilities of either party under the
Agreement with respect to the completion of the distribution of supplies
still outstanding ot the date of termination,

T should greatly appreciate receiving your confirmntion that the
Intermtional Committce of the Red Cross accepts the proposals contained
in this letter, Following such confirmation, the Sccretary-General will™
inform the Hungarian Govermment of this agreerent, _

dAccept, Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration,
For and on behalf of the Secretary-General .

(signed) Georges Palthey

. Deputy Director, Buropean Office
of the United Nations



- b

Reply dated 4 Decerber 1956 from
the President of the International Cormittee of the Red Cross

Monsieur le Directeur adjoint,

Le Comité international a requ votre lettre du /4 décembre 1956
relative & 1l'action de secours des Nations Unies en faveur de la
population de Hongrie et du concours que notre institution pourrait
préter en lloccurrence,

Jiai le plaisir de vous faire savoir que le Comité intermational,
qui st'occupe déjd de convoyer cn Hongrie et de distribucr dans ce pays
les secours de Croix Rouges accepte de se charge égalcnent des secours
fournis par les Nations Unies et ce dans les conditions prévues par

votre lettre, ctcst-i-dire:

1, The Committee, at the request of the Secretary-General, agrees to

use any funds as nay be transferred tc it by the United Nations for the
exclusive purpose of providing immediate aid to the population of Hungary,
in particular by furnishing medical suppiiés, foodstuffs and clothing,

The responsibility assumed by the Cormittee in this respect will commence
upon receipt of any such funds and will terminate after the distribution

of relief supplies to the Hungarian population or, in the event of cessation
of the programme, upon rcturn to the United Nations of any unused portion of

such funds or of supplies purchased with such funds,

2 The Cormittee will undertoke responsibility for the distribution of
such supplies as may be fwpnished by the United Nations, The Comaittee may
indicate to the United Nations the types of relief goods regarded as most
appropriate for the purposes of the programme,

3, In accordance with the principles of the Red Cross and in the spirit
of the Geneva Conventions, the Comxittee will distribute relief undcr

this programme without discrimination and on the basis of need alone,

4, While making every effort to carry out this programme as rapidly as
possible, the Cormittee will retain sole responsibility for the schedule
(French: "cadence") of distribution of rclief supplies, In the event of
difficulties or cbstacles arising in the execution of the programme, the
Committee will, if necessary, report to the United Netions but it will be

solely respensible for taking appropriate neasures,

» ey



(

ol G
5 The Cormittee will supply all crganizational, supervisory aml technical
personnel, scrvices and equiprent required for the operation of the . ..

progranue, Gt e - i

- 6, The United Nations will defray such administrative and operatlonal

costs of the Committee attributable to the performance of the United _
Nations relief programme as nay be agreed between the United Nations and
the Committce. : B

e The Committee will be the sole agency to carry out the relief

programne on behalf of the United Nations with the contributions made
pursuant to resolution 399 adopted by the Genersl iAsscmbly at the'Secoﬁi
Emergency Special Session on 9 November 1956, This shall not be construed
to limit the right of other United Nations agencies to carry out assistance
programmes‘in accordﬁnﬁe with their terms of reference and in agreerent

with the Hungarian authorities,

8+ The United Nations rccognizes the Conmittee as an independent and
autonomous organization which undertakes to perform the services envisaged
in this agreement, The perfornnce of such services will hot in any way
place the Cormittee in a subcrdinate position towards the United Nations,
and the Comuittee will not be required to carry out any other task than
those set forth in this agrecrent,

9« The Corrdttee will submit to the Secretary~-General monthly operational
reports and financial reports of costs incurred in the performance of its

responsibilities under this agreerent,

10, The United Nations and the Committee will act in closc collaboration
in regard to the planning and the implementation of the programme, In
perticular, the Comittee will extend full co-operation to any
representative vwho nay be sent to Hungary by the Secretary-General in

connexion with the programme,

11, Nothing contained in this agreerent will affecct any of the other
activitics which the Committec alrecady is carrying out or may carry out
in Hungary in the performance of its traditional role,
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12, This Agreement may be termincoted by either party on one week's notice
subject, if possible, to prior consultation, The termination of this
Agreement will not affect the responsibilities of cither party under the
Agreement with respect to the completion of the distribution of supplies
still outstanding at the date of termination,

En me félicitant de l'accord ainsi intervenu entre 1'Orgenisation
des Nations Unies et le Comité international de la Croix Rouge, je vous prie
dtagréer, Monsicur le Directeur adjoint, 1tassurance de pa haute
considération,

(signed) Léopold Boissier

Président du Comité international
de la Croix Rouge



