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e EVALUATION COMMENT :
. Cfficial sources claimed that 80- 90 percent of the workers

‘had returned to their jobs before the recent 43~hour gencral
“strike began. They were moved to do so in the first place becuuse
of stringent econonic necessities though "a growing feeling of
-~ apathy and & continuing tendency to want peuace and guiet" probably.
also played a role in the decision. 1% ig also claimed oy official
sources that many workers were hindsred ‘in returning tc their

Jjobs by the shortoomings of the communication system. The fsct thet
- day affer day Radio Budapest broadcusts appeals by varicus enter-
‘prises to their workers and employees in which a deadling is set
 for their return under penmlty of losing their Job if they did
. not comply shows that some workers are still unwilling to take
up their former jobs. Somec of them escaped the couniry; others
miy-hhvsfgbne "uncdarground" to join tha groups of armed resisters.

" Actual work in & large number of factories is being hampered by
.lack or scarcity of power, fuels, raw materials. These fictors
are likely to bear heavily upon iron and steelmaking which is
probadly referred to in the report as "heavy industry”. According
to official stalements such -lants are being operated on a very
- reduced scale. It was rumored in earlier reports that some blast
- furnaces "froze' in at DIOSGYCR. It is not possible to egtablish
~how many of Hungary's eight blast furnaces are in production at
this time. But some at least ¢.g. the one at DUNAPENTELE, are
believed to bs operating. The country's Martin (open hearth)
furnaces are being operated on a small scale only. The fact that
- 'they 4re not workino at full capacity was admitted by of ficial
| sources. ] _

.~ Hot all the workers present in the factories can be piven regular
Occupation for the full working time because of lack of materials
is the main reason for which the workers must stay idle. On the_
other hand, it can be assumed that large section of the workers
who returned to their jobs out of economic necessity are engaged
.* in a sort of passive resistance manifesting itself in a “zo slow"
(" drive. It seems that the regime is tryins to fight this passive
. raosistance differentiatin: its treatment of them and those
;1f-workens whose activity is actually slowed. down by "objective"
~'reasons. On December 11, for example, a delegation of, the
BUDAPEST XX. district factoriaa called upon the Government in
the building cf the Parliament &nd protested, among other things
against the payment of wages and salaries Lo such workers who,
. instead of working, just "loaf around in their place of work.
fﬁhe deleation urged "financial reprissls"” ageainst such eclements.
There are, noreover, signs that measures are taken also againgt
tlrdinesa whenever it is not warranted by "objective" reasons.
Workers living next to the factory are judged more severly than
those who must walk for hours to get there owing to the short-
ecomings of oowmunications.' )

'IL 15 well known from available information that in the 34kosiuﬁero !
~ times factery doctors nsed to be under sericus pressure from the

' authorities in exempting the laast poasihle ‘number of wor&ere from
work because of sickness. It can be assuned that this practice

will be mitirated now that the Kadar regime is nmaking ¢ {forts to
obtain the support of the nroletarilta by economic conceesions.
Ihis fact hawever, is so fdr unconfirmed gpecifically by other
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“Regulnr viaita“ qf Soviet oﬂficars to factories are not speeificslkif,sf'
confirmed by earlier information bat in keeping with the close watch
f the Soviet occupiers over the country's economic situation and theix
kaan intareat in the raaumption of normal production. Radio Cyor ' |
:partad on November 27 that Soviet officers attended =s "guests” '
'S maetingrof ‘the - Gjor-SOprom county workers councils. One of: them
. explained the Soviet arned forces could not be withdrawn from
Hungary until the Hungdrian nrned forces‘were reorganized.

_-the “cnble factory" mentioned in this report is 1ocated in the
A alqvhntﬁ diatpict of Bud4peats :

£
T

" On Novamber 28, Radib Budapaat ppotastad against the "arbitrary e
cceupstion of premices and deglared that such action may be declared
"criminal"' The Government decree of December 11 on the handling
40 £ "abandoned goods" belon ging to persons who left for "unknown '
5 1das¢ination”or for abroad, declared that such zoods will be liated
in inventaries and kept in custody by the local ‘councilss
‘Those who return to their former place of residence before March 51,
wiil be jiven back such joods. The authorities will dispose over the
';bundonad flats: Jccording to the rules laid down in the respective
lagislatien.,This regulation secms to indicate that the - regime o & Wt
Lying to keep both the ~oods and the flats of the people vho left
fbr "unknown daatinations“ under close control. :




