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ME{{_ This is a very interesting sccount of Western nevs-
paper reaotion 0 the release of William 7, OATIS, who was
sentenced on 4 July 1951 to 10 years imprisomment in CSR for

- espionage. : :

: The release of Willism OATIS attracted a certain amount

of interest in Italian circles, but not nearly so much as it

would heve done under normal circumstances. Italy is in the \
throes of s violent political campaign, and most stress in \
the press these Cays is given to loocal affairs ', polemics :
regarding the "Mostrs dell'Al die Lid™ (Exhibit of "Over there.),

the denunciations of Bishops and priests for allegedly violating
electoral iaws by preeching agsinst Communisa , ete.

Most of the papers limited themselves to carrying Press
Agency dispatches, with the customary slanting, according to
‘the bias of the partioular paper in question. Attached is a
collective representation of the ROME papers of Sunday, May 17.
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IL TEMPf, Imdependent Daily, carries a dispatch from

: s wish headline ,™ QATIS Tells his Odyssey,” and

* the sub-hesdng Tesds, "Press conference of the journalist-

< specisl pqrhologtcd methods to foroe confessions for orimes
never ccamfited.” The artiole itself is limited to a desoription

_of the bacsground of the OATIS case. The article stresses .

that OATY, when beimg interviewsd stressed that he did not

wigh to ake any atatement of a political uhu-o There h

10 .usrhl ‘comment, :

Rl lu Communist "I-'UII!A" mtold. thl.h cnrryi.nc lub-
stantcally the same story, somewhat abbreviated, carriss A
‘head a3 follows: "Q0ATIS deniss the lies re his "!‘or- '
ture’s and ml on to uat the tonoung quest .nd
_m”‘” CEas : S _; R

SR ‘ht uthuh weTe yau‘ con:ullmu o‘htuinld?"
£ 3 rolﬂ-h OATIS referred the reporters to the records of the
.r.lsl; and said, "I was neither tortured nor drugged. The

St 'hn uhd 1t ‘he knew 'hy h. lm! ‘Inon ﬂbmtod. OITIS
~ replied, "I dom 't know, But they told me that a letter from
~ my wife to_tlu cuahoalonk pruihnt did lorc tlun wuna

] .1...- = : _" 7 :.

w.*unx- gﬂ“ on to ux thlt mrxs tm-c oﬂ' oaa.cr =

and when asksd if he intended to repudiste his conTession, he
replied, "Thie is a personal question and I shsll not answer
1¢." The brief article closes quoting ZAPOTOCKY es uying ho g
vas nunm b:‘ a httu n'u ¥re. on'rs

: mpna-cmh Soamut papor, -nmx-. emiu
a brl.d’ artiels, ioglm:lna with a recume of the announcement
of Radio PRAGUE giving the news >f the relesse of OATIS. The
_ article i utiroly tutul, a.ndl ‘there is no outoriu oomnt
il the r-w- Tt :

?rot ‘the "II- QﬂO!!DI&!O" the peper of the Inltm

Catholic Aotion, from the daﬂ:."n. POPOLO,™ organ of the
- chr:lstiu Dmontio Party; and the Communis$ paw, II. P.BB! »

(0“1')

mat-mt I nut'nd was goud. 1 prctor not to ta:lk about fhia :

' questions and said he did not wish to disouss political prohliu. :




Al umnﬁhth'm. lmottholﬂ:pm'hn %
~ to report on the OATIS cases :

whioch some. observers tend to interpret as a comciliatory

: .em:nd of espionage and condemned to ten years' imprison-
ReAT. :
~wak President when granting the pardon.

‘more anxious to resums talks with the East. This is no%,

" that tHe 1iderstion of OATIS oonstitutes undoubtedly ihe S e

m' l. 1 oggggj

- P

carried aay editorisl comment, 2 _ L
: Italian officisl mews m.'m.' has the following
»i roundup of the articles carried in the ‘Sunday

pepers om the subject of the distemsion in international
affairs oannot omit a mention of the latest oocurrence .

msve by the Eastern Bloos The liberation of the Amsrican
journaslist, William OATIS, whom the Csech government had

- WLYUNTPA®, referring to the particulers of the
1iberation of OATIS adds no oomment and limits iteel?
to reporting the declarations of OATIE and oF.the Csechoslo~

*I1L GIORNALE DELL'EMILIA, of BOLOGNA, in its corTes-
pondence from PARIS writes that the 1iberation of OATIS :
paturslly had a not-able echo in thosé Fremch political <
spheres who &re showing themselves constantly more and H

however, the opinion in more res ible eircles, for
whom the mew Soviet move is purely and simply considered
another work of propaganda. ; ' s

a¥eom NEW YORK, ™ LA NAZIONE," of FLORENCE, writes . “%

o P S e

1ast; im order of time,; of the oconciliatory gestures Zrom b
the Gopmunist ountries!towards the West, dut, according :

to the wiews of the imerican State Department, this is a

gesturé 300 general in its scope to deserve having attri -

buted to it any political value. LA NAZIONE writes that +
the (¢ mist Powers, sesing that the United States hase

i

-not ap 4 to be impressed by the pressure of publie

opinion npr by ¢ Vestern government designed to
diminish 4 csution with which the Americans have
roacted €0 the n towards distension, are trying %o

ve the Americans more reason to open disocussions. They

the Comsumist powers) realise that s meeting on the highest
level hangs on a string, and that it depends on themselves .
vhether o?r not that string breaks.”

! End.




